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D’ANNUNZIO 2ND TEAM ALL-STATE, ALL-SECTIONS

Raiders Soccer Boys Survived
Injuries to Finish Year, 19-3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Injuries plagued this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team, but team depth and plenty
of versatile players enabled the Raid-
ers to advance to the North Jersey,
Section 2 Group 3 finals, become Co-
Champions of the Watchung Divi-
sion of the Union County Conference
and to finish with a 19-3-2 record.

The Raiders lost twice to Westfield,
but one came in a shootout in the semi-

finals of the Union County (UC) Tour-
nament. The other loss was to Millburn,
1-0, in the sectional championship
game. The Raiders tied Bridgewater-
Raritan, 0-0, early in the season then
battled then fifth-ranked Cranford to a
1-1 tie later in the season.

“Obviously, 19-3-2 is an outstand-
ing season. Unfortunately, the losses
came in a semifinal of the county
tournament via a shootout with
Westfield and then in the state sec-
tional final,” said Raider Head Coach

Tom Breznitsky, whose career won/
loss/tie record rose to 586-144-45.
“Certainly this year, I felt that we had
a team that should have won the Group
3 state championship, but there are
certain things that have to take place.
You have to stay healthy. You have to
be good and you have to have a little
bit of luck. For us, not winning a state
championship was [because of be-
ing] hampered by injuries.”

GREENSPAN, HEINE LED OFFENSE, JENNINGS LED ‘D’

Devil Soccer Boys Exceeded
Expectations, Finished 14-4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations at the beginning of
the season may have been slightly
above mediocre for the Westfield High
School boys soccer team, but the care-
ful melding of a group of fine athletes
led to advancement to the Union
County Tournament (UCT) champi-
onship game, a share of the Watchung
Division of the Union County Con-
ference and a 14-4-3 record.

“We lost two seniors [Max St. Li-
fer, Colin McKevitt] before we even
got to the first day of practice. I was
expecting major contributions from
them,” Blue Devil Head Coach
George Kapner said. “Shane Kronick
[freshman] injured his knee and was
out for the season, and the fourth one
was Andrew Garfinkel. He got hurt in
the last scrimmage of the year. We
thought he would be back. It was just
one of those things that never recov-
ered.”

Those injuries compounded with
poor showings in scrimmages made
the outlook seem even dimmer.

“We had graduated the entire team,
so I didn’t know what to expect. I was
kind of thinking 10 or 12 wins might

be a good season, then we had our
scrimmages, and we were not par-
ticularly good in scrimmages,”
Kapner said.

The outlook brightened, however,
when the Blue Devils began the sea-
son with a 1-0 victory over East
Brunswick on a goal from freshman
Henry Smith. Next came a 2-1, over-
time victory over Union when senior
Adam Fine, playing striker, scored
both goals.

“We were finding ways to win, and
that built our confidence,” Kapner

said. “Halfway through the season,
we were 8-1, so obviously I had to
revise my thinking.”

The Blue Devils looked even
sharper with a pair of triumphs over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the first a 2-
1, regular-season game and the sec-
ond in a shootout after a 3-3 tie in the
UCT semifinals.

“We had a lot of quality athletes.
We got to the county final for the first
time since 1996,” Kapner noted.

The Blue Devils’ lost twice, 1-0, to
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LEMBERG, DeLaFUENTE, 400 RELAY PROPEL TEAM

Lady Blue Devils’ Late Surge
Sinks Mountain Lakes, 87-83

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After an easy, 131-39, practice vic-
tory over Union earlier in the week,
the Westfield High School swim girls
had their work cut out for them on
December 4 at Wallace Pool in
Westfield and came on strong in the
final event, the 400-free relay, to de-
feat Mountain Lakes, 87-83.

Trailing by two points entering the
400-free relay, Anna Fetter, Lauren
Ball, Meredith Smith and Suzanne
Lemberg touched first with a time of
3:45.9, while teammates Meg
Kaveney, Kelsey Wilson, Maeve
Maloney and Emily Budnick touched
third at 3:51.13 to seal the deal.

“This is my third season coaching,
but it still amazes me to watch
Suzanne, Mere and any other combi-
nation of girls, most times Em
[Budnick] and Becky [DeLaFuente],
this time Loren Ball and Anna Fetter,
swim that 4[00]-free relay. The two
of them are so determined I never
have to wonder who’s going to touch
the wall first,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Brooke Smith said.

Mountain Lakes won the first event,
the 200-medley relay, but Smith,
Lemberg, Kaveney and Fetter touched
second at 2:04.87, while Jess Cronin,
Kate Heffernan, Becky DeLaFuente
and Budnick placed third at 1:57.03.
The Lakers took 1-2 in the 200-free
and Blue Devil Wilson placed third
with a time of 2:05.89. After taking 1-
3 in the 200-idividual medley, the

Lakers grabbed a 30-16 lead.
DeLaFuente placed second in the
event with a time of 2:17.41.

“Our meet today definitely had its
ups and downs. Although the times
weren’t that great, the girls really
pulled it together when they needed
to,” coach Smith said. “They could
have 100 percent given up after the
first few events. We were down by 14
at one point, but they didn’t. They
stuck with it and little by little we
started catching up.”

When Lemberg touched first in the
50-free at 25.31 and Ball touched
fourth at 26.59, the Lakers’ lead
slipped to 12. DeLaFuente at 1:02.3
and Kaveney at 1:05.87 took 1-2 in
the 100-fly to cut the Lakers’ lead to
43-35. Lemberg and Smith touched
1-3 in the 100-free with respective
times of 54.96 and 55.8, and Fetter
and Kyle Higgens placed 2-3 in the
500-free with respective times of
5:33.61 and 5:43.62 to narrow the
Lakers’ lead to two points.

DeLaFuente, Kaveney, Budnick and
Smith touched second in the 200-free
relay at 1:44.38 and Ball, Meg Boersig,
Wilson and Fetter took third with a
time of 1:47.97, but the Lakers lead
crept to 64-60. Kylie Bangs 1:05.18,
Cronin at 1:06.51 and Ally Rose at
1:06.53 placed 2-3-4 in the 100-back-
stroke to knock another two points off
the Lakers’ lead. By the time Heffernan
at 1:14.13 and Elaine Anderson at
1:15.71 touched 2-3 in the 100-breast-
stroke to hold the Lakers’ lead to two,

coach Smith breathed a sigh of relief.
“Thanks to our backstrokers and

breaststrokers, who did exactly what
they needed to, at the end of the last
individual event, Mountain Lakes was
only up by two. Whoever won the last
relay, would win the meet. That’s
when I knew I could relax a little,”
said coach Smith. “In my opinion,
this year’s senior class has always
been our strongest. Among others,
Suzanne Lemberg, Meredith Smith,
Emily Budnick, Kyle Higgins, Elaine
Anderson and Kate Heffernan have
consistently been our top point scor-
ers. We lost our top breaststroker last
year (Catherine Maguire) but Kate
and Elaine will no doubt step up and
our new addition, Becky Zhang, is
ready to fight for our third spot.”

The Blue Devil girls next chal-
lenge will be a home meet against
Bridgewater-Raritan on Thursday,
December 17, at 2:30 p.m.

“We still have all the depth we had
last year, plus some newcomers. I
expect Becky DeLaFuente, Anna Fet-
ter, Ally Rose, Kylie Bangs, Meg
Kaveney, Loren Ball and Jess Cronin
to once again be major contributors to
this team. All and all, I think this is
going to be another great season,”
Smith said. “We definitely have a
long way to go and our work is cut out
for us, especially when we face
Bridgewater-Raritan. Whatever the
outcome, we’ll continue to do what
we have to do to get ourselves to The
College of New Jersey in February.”
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Westfield…In the Heart of the Gardens! 4000 sq. ft. of superb
craftsmanship & architectural detail. The finest materials are the
hallmark this 5 Bedroom, 4 ½ Bath w/ grand foyer, gourmet KIT -
28x18 opening to Family Room 24x20. 1st flr guest suite, Formal
Dining Room, Master Bedroom w/ whirlpl Bath, dressing rm & wlk-
in closet. High ceilings, HWDFLRS, 2 Fireplaces, wet bar, multi zn
CAC. Close to school and transportation.      $1,750,000.

Westfield…Updated & charming 3 BR, newer 3 ½  BTh Colonial.
Newer KIT opens to deck w. center isle, granite counters, SS
appliances, custom cabs, limestone tile flr.  LR/frplc, FDR, MBR
newer BTH & wlk-in closet. Finished RR w/full bth. Natural wdwrk,
CAC, hwdflrs, expandable walk-up attic. Beautiful home on Cul-de-
sac. Close to town and transportation.      $699,900.

OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 12/13 1-4pm • 414 Birch Pl.

David B. Corbin (Millburn section final game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL-STATE RECOGNITION…Raider senior Mike DelSordi, No. 6, received
All-State Central Division First Team recognition.

David B. Corbin (Hunterdon Central game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE KNACK OF GETTING TO THE BALL FIRST…Blue Devil Ryan Heine, center, with his fluid movement, had an
uncanny knack of getting to the ball quicker than his opponents.


