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YMCA Summer Camp
Information Night

EDISON – The Edison YMCA at
1775 Oak Tree Road in Edison is
hosting a YMCA Camp Mason infor-
mation night on Thursday, December
17, at 7 p.m. Camp Mason is a co-ed
residential summer camp located in
Hardwick, N.J. near the Delaware
Water Gap, and offers an affordable
traditional summer camp experience
for children ages 7-16. The evening
will include a slide show and a meet
and greet with the camp director. Give
your child the gift of summer camp!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

TRADITIONS START HERE

Camp Yachad
&

Children’s Services

Open House
Sunday, December 13

1:00 - 3:00 P 

at the JCC of Central NJ

Join us at the JCC to learn more about our day & travel camps, preschool, 

kindergarten and after school programs.  Meet our staff, get a tour and enjoy fun 

games, snacks and giveaways.  We look forward to seeing you at the J!

1391 Martine Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-889-8800  www.jccnj.org  

 

FREE 
PSAT Result Evaluation 

at Ivy Ed
Test prep expert and Ivy Ed 
partner Jacqui Byrne will be 

available in Ivy Ed’s Scotch Plains 
office for free, private evaluations 
on Monday, December 14, from 

3-6pm, and Sunday, December 20, 
2-5pm, by appointment only.

Ivy Ed offers ACT and SAT diagnostic 
evaluations and test prep (SAT, ACT, AP, 

IB, SATII, SSAT, ISEE), curriculum 
tutoring, college counseling, and college 

essay and application consulting. Students 
meet with the same tutor each week. Tutor 

bios and more information on website.

Scotch Plains

1833 Front Street  

908 322-0533
www.ivyed.net 

Ivy Ed also has an office in Bernardsville, 
1 Anderson Hill Road (below new library) 

908 630-0300

Clothing Drive
Get ready to clean out those attics! The Education Fund of Westfield is 
holding a clothing drive.  Just in time to do some cleaning before the 
holidays! Help those in need while supporting the efforts of The Ed 
Fund.
Please put clothing items in well tied plastic garbage bags.

We are collecting:
� Wearable and Usable Clothing - Men’s , Women’s and Children’s
� Accessories - Scarves, belts, handbags, backpacks, gloves, ties, etc.
� Household items - Towels, blankets, tablecloths, linens, pillows,  etc.
� Stuffed animals and soft toys
� Hard toys, cars, trucks, dolls, action figures (No bigger than 

24”x24”x21”)

Time:  10:00am-4:00pm
Date:  December 12 
2009Where: Roosevelt Intermediate School Cafeteria

Helping Our Teachers Help Our Kids

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Black Friday Frenzy: Is it Really Worth it?
By CYNTHIA LAM

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There is only one day of the year
when shoppers across America will-
ingly wake up at 3 a.m. in order to get
great deals on popular items. For many
bargain hunters, Black Friday marks
the beginning of the holiday season, as
a celebration of super savings and fan-
tastic steals, with retailers offering ex-
ceptionally low prices on everything
from clothing to electronics. In recent
years, however, this popular consumer
holiday has also become known for its
crowded stores, outrageously long lines
and chaotic mob stampedes.

This past Black Friday, nearly 77
million Americans spent over $10.5
billion on purchases. Shoppers sacri-
ficed precious sleeping time, fought
over limited parking spaces, braved
giant hordes and waited in grueling
lines for hours. With so many over-
whelming aspects, is Black Friday shop-
ping really worth it after all?

For many people, the most important
issue is time. Shoppers stand in line
outside for several hours, waiting for
store doors to open, in order to snag
doorbuster deals. Some people even give
up Thanksgiving dinners and start wait-
ing at midnight, hoping to be the first
ones there. One family actually ate their
turkey feast in the parking lot of Best
Buy just to buy discounted laptops. Sto-
ries like these show the incredible power
of consumerism. Nowadays, it seems as
if consumption has completely “con-
sumed” America, with material items
trumping valuable family time and per-
sonal happiness, which represent the
true spirit of the holiday season.

A great deal of time is also spent
sitting in traffic, waiting to check out
and pouring over sale fliers earlier in
the week. Shoppers end up sacrificing
hours of precious family time and valu-
able sleep. Considering all this effort
and planning, Black Friday savings
may not be as impressive. After all,
time is money, too.

Once consumers get past the lines,
they must deal with the massive crowds,

which often present physical risks and
threats. Tragic incidents, involving
hordes of frantic shoppers stampeding
over innocent people, have occurred in
past years, showing the dangers of gi-
ant mobs.

There is also the financial risk of
leaving empty-handed once all the hot
deals sell out, which often takes just
minutes. Shoppers are never guaran-
teed to get certain items, since stores
only have a limited quantity available.
To compensate, consumers often end
up purchasing more than usual, even if
the bargains are not as good, since it is
extremely easy to get caught up in the
purchasing frenzy. There is constant
temptation to buy things, as everyone
furiously snatches up toys, clothes and
electronics. Rather than saving, shop-
pers end up spending even more money
on items that they had not originally
planned to buy.

On the other hand, many shoppers
enjoy the exciting atmosphere of Black
Friday. There is a certain rush in being
part of the massive crowds, as every-
body races to snag those catchy deals.
Oftentimes, these doorbuster bargains
offer exceptionally low prices on brand
new items, saving lucky consumers
hundreds – even thousands – of dollars.
Black Friday shopping is also a great
way to burn off post-Thanksgiving feast
calories, as people run from store to
store carrying heavy bags of purchases.

In the end, it is all up to you. Whether
you choose to stay home or go out
next year, it is essential to shop com-
fortably by choosing the right sales
and ideal items, so that you can enjoy
a truly happy, successful and worthy
Black Friday. More importantly, we
must always remember the true mean-
ing and purpose of the holidays –
enjoying valuable time with family
and friends – because that is what this
season is all about.

Cynthia is a junior at Westfield High
School.

PUMPKIN FUN…On October 27, the students in Mary Ann Sepe’s class at
Westfield’s Lincoln School enjoyed five stations of pumpkin fun, reinforcing the
skills they are learning in kindergarten. Pictured, left to right, are: Kelly Wright,
Payton Silverman and Gracie Gigantino.

Free Workshops
At Clark Library

CLARK — The Fine Speakers
Bureau is conducting free educational
seminars and workshops in January
and February at the Clark Public Li-
brary located at 303 Westfield Av-
enue in Clark.

The first program is a three-ses-
sion, public speaking workshop
scheduled for Saturdays, 10 a.m. to
noon, starting January 9, 2010.

The second program, scheduled for
January 25, from 7 to 8:30 p.m., in-
cludes two seminars entitled “The
Secret for a Satisfying, Meaningful
Life” and “How To Make The Web
Work For You.”

The third event, on February 4,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., is a seminar
entitled “Challenges Women Face and
How To Overcome Them.”

Admission to the events is free, but
due to limited space advance regis-
tration is required. To register or for
more information, visit
finespeakers.com.

DECA Students Host
C.E.O. Breakfast, Brunch

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s (SPFHS)
Marketing II students hosted a C.E.O.
Breakfast and Brunch on November
17, as part of Entrepreneurship Week.

Marjorie FitzGibbon, SPFHS
DECA advisor, along with students
Sarah Hoffman, Samantha Goldner,
Joey D’Auria and Justin Brownstein,
invited representatives from six local
businesses – Dairy Queen, K9 Re-
sorts, 1910 House Bed and Breakfast,
Apple Blossoms Flower Shop, Park
Avenue Printing and A Little Shop of
Comics – to discuss marketing strat-
egies and skills.

Small discussion sessions were held
while participants enjoyed the refresh-
ments of bagels and juice provided
by the students. Each group contained
a representative from a business and
a small group of students, who then
rotated to the next business.

These discussion sessions gave stu-
dents the opportunity to ask ques-
tions, take notes and hear personal
stories regarding the start up of local

businesses.
“We had the opportunity to hear

true stories and see what it really
takes to start a business. We got first-
hand experience on entrepreneurship.
This event is a great idea that should
be passed down to future DECA stu-
dents,” said SPFHS student Devon
Daly.

This event was held for a chapter
project for DECA students to com-
pete on a state level, and the project
will continue with the collaboration
of a children’s book consisting of
pages dedicated to the local busi-
nesses that attended the C.E.O. Break-
fast and Brunch.

Once the book is completed, mem-
bers of this group will deliver this
book to elementary schools in town
and teach a class on entrepreneur-
ship. At the conclusion of the event,
all guests who attended expressed
enjoyment in the time spent talking
with students.

The DECA students plan to keep
close relationships with the businesses
that attended, starting with the cre-
ation of the children’s entrepreneur-
ship book.

Holy Trinity Offers Thanks
To U.S. War Veterans

MOUNTAINSIDE – The faculty at
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
(HTIS), Mountainside campus, wanted
to provide students with a meaningful
way to demonstrate their appreciation
to veterans for their service and sacri-
fice to keep America safe.

With this goal in mind, the school
worked with the pastors of the co-
sponsoring churches, Our Lady of
Lourdes, St. Helen’s and Holy Trin-
ity Church, to invite veterans to join
the kindergarten and pre-K to grade 4
students for a Veteran’s Day celebra-
tion.

Working with Bill Leber, the grand-
father of three Holy Trinity students,
the school arranged a visit from 10
veterans on November 11.

The veterans were greeted with re-
freshments, baked by an HTIS par-
ent, and a red, white and blue wel-
coming banner made by the pre-K to
grade 4 students.

When the students and veterans
were gathered in Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, they opened with the Pledge
of Allegiance, followed by the chil-
dren singing “God Bless America”
and “You’re a Grand Old Flag.”

Each veteran then introduced his
or herself by rank, service and place

of engagement. The kindergartners
presented each veteran with a card to
thank them for their service, and the
pre-K to grade 4 students presented
each hero with a handmade “medal.”

The celebration ended with a prayer
service led by Monsignor Bill Harms,
pastor of the Parish Community of St.
Helen. The veterans gave each child a
red poppy to commemorate the day
and marched out wearing their hero
medals.

The veterans honored by the HTIS
children were Gus Pirone, Bill Leber,
Bob Farley, Lou Salemy, Lou Vitale,
Bill Tomko, Leo Corradi, Bill Mad-
den, Clair Butler and Vincent Stahl.

THANKING OUR
VETERANS…Children from Holy
Trinity Mountainside Pre-school made
banners and thank-you cards for vet-
erans. Then, a special ceremony was
held on November 11, when the chil-
dren presented the cards to veterans,
and they shared in a special church
service together.

Presentation Focuses
On Tax Changes

SPRINGFIELD – On Wednesday,
December 16, Felice Zalk and Yuan-
Fen Lai will make a presentation on
taxes and financial planning at the
Springfield Public Library in The
Donald B. Palmer Museum.

The public can hear about the 2009
tax changes and will be provided with
insurance and financial-planning con-
siderations for the upcoming year.

The free event is scheduled from 7
to 8:30 p.m. A question-and-answer
session will follow.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


