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IHM Simbang Gabi Novena
To Commence on Tuesday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Immacu-
late Heart of Mary (IHM) parish will
kick off its nine-day Simbang Gabi
Advent Novena on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 15, at 7 p.m. as part of its prepa-
rations for the Christmas season.

Simbang Gabi, or “Evening Mass,”
has been an integral part of Filipino
culture since the coming of Catholic
missionaries to the Philippines from
Spain. Working fishermen and farmers

would be called to pre-dawn Mass by
the ringing of the church bells, guided
by hand-made lanterns lit by candles.

To recall this tradition, the Filipino
community of IHM will decorate the
church with lanterns hand-crafted by
the children of the parish, depicting
religious themes and festooned with
garlands.

Each evening through the close of
the Novena on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 23, will begin at 7 p.m. with a
recitation of the rosary. An opportu-
nity will be provided for spiritual
reconciliation, followed by a celebra-
tion of the Mass. Each evening will
close with fellowship and light re-
freshments. All are welcome to par-
ticipate and there will be no charge.

The Novena is being coordinated
under the auspices of the Filipino-
American Working Committee of
IHM parish. The Immaculate Heart
of Mary Roman Catholic Church is
located at 1571 South Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

For additional information about
this or other activities of IHM’s Fili-
pino-American community, call the
parish office at (908) 889-2100 or
visit the parish website: ihmparish.net.

All Saints’ to Offer
Quiet Day Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church will offer
area residents a respite from the holi-
day clamor with a Quiet Day on Sat-
urday, December 12, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the church.

Sister Lura from the Convent of St.
John Baptist in Mendham will lead the
Quiet Day. Her theme will be the im-
portance of discernment and trust, with
the overall title being “Just Say, Yes.”

Sister Lura will offer three medita-
tions. The first one will be entitled
“Choices,” the second will be entitled
“In each heart lies a Bethlehem” and
the third will be entitled “We are
God’s gifts to one another.”

There will be periods of silence and
time for sharing. A light lunch will be
served, and the day will conclude with
celebration of Holy Eucharist.

There is a $5 charge to participate,
and reservations are requested. To
reserve a place or obtain more infor-
mation, call the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church at (908) 322-8047. All Saints’
is located at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Parking is available behind
the church and may be accessed via
Church Avenue to School Place.

Imperial Brass to Perform
At Willow Grove Church

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Imperial
Brass will perform in a Christmas
concert on Sunday, December 20, at 3
p.m. at its home, the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church.

This 30-piece brass ensemble will
perform Christmas classics by J.S.
Bach, Irving Berlin, Canadian com-
poser Morley Calvert and Chicago
arranger William Himes.

Also included will be the music of
Hollywood composer Bruce
Broughton, who wrote the music for
the movies Young Sherlock Holmes
and Silverado (Oscar nomination) and
many Walt Disney productions, and
Gilbert Vinter, who was a staff ar-
ranger for the BBC in England and
composed many works for brass.

Featured soloists will be cornetist
Mitch Brodsky and euphoniumist
Gerard Wells.

Originally formed under the aus-
pices of Rutgers University, Imperial
Brass has been appearing around the
Metropolitan New York and Tri-State
area with concerts and performances
at churches, band festivals, schools
and universities since 1991. Its reper-
toire includes classical, pop, Broad-
way and movie music, featured solo
selections and big band jazz classics.

Imperial Brass has twice won the
Northeastern Brass Band Competi-
tion held at West Point Military Acad-
emy and performed at the New York
Brass Conference for Scholarships five
times. It also has recorded four CDs.

Tickets may be purchased in ad-
vance and at the door. The prices are
$15 for general admission and $10 for
senior citizens and students. Children
age 12 and under may attend for free.

The concert will take place in the
sanctuary of the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church, located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. A re-
ception with light refreshments will
follow. For ticket sales or further in-
formation on the church’s Christmas
events, visit willowgrovechurch.org or
call (908) 232-5678. Further informa-
tion on the concert is available at
imperialbrass.org.

HOLIDAY HARMONY…The Our Lady of Lourdes Children’s Choir is pictured
at last year’s Gingerbread Open House at the Deacon Andrew Hetfield House in
Mountainside. This year’s event will take place this Sunday, December 13, from
1 to 5 p.m. Once again, the festivities will include various gingerbread creations,
music and other festive activities.

Gingerbread Open House
Set Sunday at Hetfield

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Ginger-
bread Open House, sponsored by the
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee, will take place this Sun-
day, December 13, from 1 to 5 p.m. at
the historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House.

According to Scott Daniels, com-
mittee chairman, the event will fea-
ture “something for everybody.”
Among the activities will be a “guess
the gumdrops” contest with prizes.

Participants will include the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts, the Deerfield
Middle School chorus, the Our Lady
of Lourdes Choir, the Westfield
Strings Ensemble and a visit by Santa
and Mrs. Claus.

An additional highlight will be
gingerbread creations and cookies
made by local residents. This year,
multiple local businesses have made
donations to support this volunteer
effort. They include the
Mountainside Deli, Dillon’s Publick
House, Christoffer’s, Rejuvenations
Salon and Spa, Patterson Interiors,
Party Designs and Avon through
Karen Massa.

Dozens of gingerbread structures
will be on display. This year, for the
first time, visitors will judge the cre-

ations, with prizes awarded to the
“best overall,” “best child’s entry”
and “most creative.”

A glowing fireplace will add
warmth to the 1760s kitchen, and the
house will be open for tours. Many
hours have gone into upgrading sec-
tions of this historically significant
building. The kitchen fireplace up-
grade was possible thanks to a grant
from the Watts Foundation.

The Hetfield House is located on
Constitution Plaza near the
Mountainside Public Library off of
Birch Hill Road. For further informa-
tion, call (908) 789-9420.

At Meadow Lakes you have the freedom to live life as you wish. Take a stroll with man’s
best friend, dine with friends or just relax with a good book. Here, you’ll experience an
abundance of activities or the opportunity to simply do nothing at all. The choice is all yours.
It’s our commitment to providing you the chance to live life your way, each and every day.

Independent Living • Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care • Rehabilitation

300 Meadow Lakes    | East Windsor, NJ 08520    | www.meadowlakesonline.org

LIVE LIFE your way

A full-service retirement community

For a Lunch & Learn Experience
Enjoy a delicious lunch and 

tour of Meadow Lakes 

Call to schedule your personal tour
1-800-564-5705

JOIN US

Poppyfields Home
STORE CLOSING

30-50% OFF STORE WIDE!
Thank you to our loyal customers

for 12 years of business!
Lori & Marlene will continue in-home

consultations with 20% off special orders on
all window treatments, furniture,

bedding & accessories.
116 Elm Street  908.518.9495

Tues-Sat 10-5pm

Poppyfieldshome@yahoo.com

Cantata on Saturday
To Honor Jesus’ Birth
AREA – “Comfort and Joy,” a con-

temporary musical cantata about the
birth of Jesus, will be presented by
the Connecticut Farms Presbyterian
Church Choir on Saturday, Decem-
ber 12, at 7 p.m.

This program will take place at the
church, located at 888 Stuyvesant Av-
enue in Union. It will include the mu-
sical, carol singing and a candle-lit
service. Admission will be free. For
more information, call (908) 688-3164.

Museum to Spotlight
German Christmas

WESTFIELD – “German Christ-
mas Customs” will be featured this
Sunday, December 13, from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum, located at 614 Mountain Av-
enue in Westfield.

Christmas, or Weihnachten, is con-
sidered by Germans to be the most
important of the major holidays. The
weeks leading up to Christmas Day
involve various traditions, among
them such familiar customs as deco-
rating a Christmas tree.

Sunday’s program will include a
presentation on popular German
Christmas celebrations and practices.
In the museum’s Frazee Building,
members of the Cooking Committee
will prepare a German Christmas din-
ner over the open hearth. Taste
samples will be offered to visitors.

The museum gift shop, which carries
a variety of Colonial toys, crafts, books
and educational materials, also will be
open. Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for stu-
dents and free for children under age 4.

The museum will be closed on Sun-
days after December 13 and will re-
open on January 10, 2010 with a
program entitled “Fun with Snow
Globes.” For more information, call
the museum office weekday morn-
ings at (908) 232-1776. The museum’s
website is millercoryhouse.org and
its e-mail address is
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

St. Bart’s to Present
Concert on Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew the Apostle Parish will
host a choir concert on Saturday,
December 12, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
in the Main Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The concert will be offered in asso-
ciation with the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church of
Scotch Plains, and will feature the
voices of the combined Adult and
Children’s Choirs of the two parishes.

This event will be free and open to
all. For additional information or
directions, call St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church at (908) 322-5192
or visit  stbartholomewchurch.org.

Order Early For Your Holiday Dinner!

HOMEADE KIELBASI

ORGANIC MEATS

FRESH CUT & GROUND

ON PREMISES

Old Fashioned Custom Cuts

&Personalized Service

A REAL BUTCHER SHOP

PRIME RIB ROAST
(1st cut)  Aged to perfection.  No finer Prime Rib anywhere.

PRIME FILET MIGNON
(De-fatted)

SMOKED HAMS - LOW SALT, NO FAT
(Skinless & Shankless)

ELEGANT CROWN ROAST
(Lamb or Pork)

GRAND CHAMPION FRESH TURKEYS
Grand Champion – No additives.  Also Geese, Capons, Ducks.

389 Park Avenue     Scotch Plains

Our 70th Year

389 Park Avenue     Scotch Plains

908-322-7126  www.johnsmarket.com

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Poppyfields Closing Its Doors After 12 Years
WESTFIELD – Lori Kowalski and

Marlene Perez-Santalla, owners of
Poppyfields at 116 Elm Street, have
announced the closing of their store
after 12 years of
business in down-
town Westfield.

“It is with much
sadness that we
opted not to renew
the lease on the
store. We have nu-
merous special
memories of our
many loyal cus-
tomers over the
years who we will
miss seeing on a
weekly basis. We have decided to con-
tinue with our decorating business out
of a local office in town, providing
bedding, furniture, custom window
treatments and more, with our signa-
ture in home customer service,” the
owners said in a statement.

Poppyfields opened in March 1998
in a small location on Elm Street as a
children’s specialty furniture, bedding
and gift store, and quickly grew into a

larger location. In February 2000,
Poppyfields moved to its current loca-
tion and expanded into adult bedding
and furnishings.

“It’s been won-
derful to own a store
in town that was so
loved and well-re-
ceived by many.
We’ve worked with
clients from many
towns near and far...
remembering such
celebrities as Kelly
Ripa and Jason Kidd
designing their
children’s rooms is
a fond memory,” the

owners said.
Poppyfields will be open through the

holidays, Tuesdays through Saturdays,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., with storewide
savings starting immediately. Special
order merchandise, including window
treatments, furniture, bedding and more,
will be 20 percent off. We look forward
to continuing to decorate with you!
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