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TRENTON — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) said re-
cidivism legislation that cleared two
Assembly committees last week is
the wrong approach to take in ad-
dressing the issue of prison reform.
The Assembly Appropriations Com-
mittee cleared four bills approved
last week in the Law and Public Safety
Committee, despite a price tag that
could cost in excess of $15 million.

Mr. Bramnick, who sits on the Law
and Public Safety Committee, said
the bill approved in that venue would
add to state bureaucracy.

“The myriad of recidivism bills
heard before committee [last week]
will hurt taxpayers at a time when we
should be looking to reduce costs
throughout the state,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “I am highly skeptical that leg-
islation which would parole inmates
six months earlier than their release
date or permits an outsider to open an
account for a prisoner while incarcer-
ated is sound public policy.

“The sponsors’ proposals are not
only vague, but costly and fraught
with potential land mines for both
taxpayers and business,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “It is unfair to ask
taxpayers to pick up the tab for ex-
penses related to implementing these
bills.”

Mr. Bramnick pointed out that the
timing of the proposals couldn’t be

Weichert Holds Annual Toy Drive
For Needy Kids in Union County

Tom Walsh of Westfield Nominated
For Superior Court Judge

Tom Walsh

WESTFIELD – Thomas Walsh, a
Westfield resident, former
assistant prosecutor and
trial attorney with practice
in Cranford [Triarsi,
Betancourt, Walsh &
Wukovits], was nominated
by Gov. Jon Corzine to be
Superior Court judge in
Elizabeth. The Governor
also nominated his chief of
staff, Edward McBride Jr.,
to become a Superior Court
judge in Camden County,
and Robert Taylor of Stone Harbor
for another term as Cape May County

prosecutor. John Russo Jr., the former
mayor of Toms River, was
selected as an administra-
tive law judge.

All the nominations re-
quire confirmation by the
State Senate.

Mr. Walsh, 50, lives in
Westfield with his wife,
Diane, a former reporter for
the Star-Ledger who is now
chief of staff to Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-
Westfield). He is to fill the

slot on the court due to the retirement
of Judge Edwin Alley.

worse, given a budget deficit in ex-
cess of $1 billion the state is facing in
the current fiscal year and the pro-
jected $8 to $10 billion shortfall next
year.

“While rehabilitating the incarcer-
ated is a worthwhile goal, the acceler-
ated pace at which these bills went
through the committee process raises
a red flag,” he continued. “I concur
with the comments made by Senate
Budget Committee Chairwoman
(Barbara) Buono, last week, who rec-
ognizes that the huge budget shortfall
should be a ‘wake-up call to those
considering any additional spending
– including lawmakers who want to
pass lame-duck legislation with up-
front costs that would result in sav-
ings in the long run.’”

The bills are: Strengthening Women
and Families Act (A-4197), Post-Re-
lease Employment Act (A-4198),
Administration of Correctional Fa-
cilities Act (A-4199), Reduction of
Recidivism Act (A-4201), Education
and Rehabilitation Act (A-4202), and
the Criminal Penalties Act (A-4203).

Weichert Toy Drive Committee

WESTFIELD — The Weichert Real-
tors Office in Westfield is participating in
their 31st Annual Toy Drive for needy
children in Union County. They are col-
lecting new, unwrapped toys over the
next couple of weeks to be distributed to
children, and they are raising money to
buy additional toys by hosting luncheons.

On November 18, the office held a
Thanksgiving Toy Drive luncheon, which
was organized and catered by all the male

associates in the office. The men pro-
vided everything from turkey and stuff-
ing to scrumptious desserts.

Last year, Weichert collected and
bought 850 toys. Residents may drop off
new, unwrapped toys at the Weichert
office, located at 185 Elm Street, or call
(908) 654-7777, and they will pick up a
toy from your home. Please contact co-
chairs Nadine Allen or Phyllis Stern for
more information.

LIKE IT IS…Congressman Leonard Lance (NJ-07) recently delivered a congres-
sional update to the Westfield Rotary at the YMCA. He discussed his concerns
regarding the federal debt and the House-passed healthcare bill.

Seaman Kevin Tuohy
Completes Training

COUNTRY — Navy Seaman Kevin
J. Tuohy, son of Dennis J. Tuohy of
Westfield, recently completed U.S. Navy
basic training at Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill. During the eight-
week program, Tuohy completed a vari-
ety of training, which included class-
room study and practical instruction on
naval customs, first aid, firefighting,
water safety and survival, and shipboard
and aircraft safety.

An emphasis was also placed on
physical fitness. The capstone event of
boot camp is “Battle Stations.” This
exercise gives recruits the skills and
confidence they need to succeed in the
fleet. “Battle Stations” is designed to
galvanize the basic warrior attributes of
sacrifice, dedication, teamwork and en-
durance in each recruit through the prac-
tical application of basic Navy skills
and the core values of Honor, Courage
and Commitment. Its distinctly “Navy’’
flavor was designed to take into account
what it means to be a Sailor. Tuohy is a
2003 graduate of Westfield High School.

21st District News

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield

Proposed Prison Legislation
Expense Not Right Time

Assembly Republicans Announce
Leadership Election Results

Trenton — Assembly Republican
Leader Alex DeCroce announced
Monday that the caucus had elected
the following members to leadership
positions commencing with the new
legislative session in January:

Asw. Dawn Marie Addiego – As-
sistant Republican Leader

Asw. Denise Coyle – Assistant
Republican Leader

Asm. John Amodeo – Assistant
Republican Whip

Asm. Gary Chiusano – Assistant
Republican Whip

Also recently elected were Confer-
ence Leader Asm. Jon Bramnick and
Assembly Republican Whip Dave
Rible, as well as Budget Officer Joe
Malone. This team will guide the
Assembly Republicans in the 214th
Legislative session.

“Each of the newly elected leaders
has proven their ability and willing-
ness to take on additional responsibili-
ties,” said Mr. DeCroce, R-Morris and
Passaic. “The caucus’ overwhelming
support for them demonstrates their
confidence as well. These leaders bring
a unique skill set to the Legislature,
and their viewpoints are always re-
spected. Their ideas and input are
highly valued, and I look forward to
working with them as we tackle the
enormous challenges facing New
Jersey’s families and taxpayers.”

Bill Bans Raids On
Unemployment Funds
TRENTON — Senate Republican

Leader Tom Kean’s bill calling for a
constitutional amendment to end raids
on the state unemployment insurance
fund advanced last week in the Assem-
bly Labor Committee. The bill calls for
a statewide referendum on whether the
state should be able to balance its budget
or finance unrelated spending by raid-
ing funds collected solely by taxes taken
from employers or employees’ pay-
checks.

“Past raids have forced the state to
borrow more than $1 billion to pay un-
employment claims during this reces-
sion,” Senator Kean (R-Westfield) said.
“Continuing deficits caused by raids on
the unemployment fund will lead either
to more borrowing or calls for job-kill-
ing tax increases on employers. Senate
Concurrent Resolution 60 should be sent
to voters as soon as possible.”

Senators Kean and Steve Sweeney
(D) are the primary sponsors of the bill.

TARP Not A Slush Fund For More
Federal Spending, Says Lance

WASHINGTON – Congressman
Leonard Lance, (NJ-07) renewed his call
to allow the Trouble Asset Relief Pro-
gram (TARP) to expire at the end of this
year and direct repaid funds and interest
toward debt reduction.

“The TARP law was meant to provide
a one-time infusion of funds raised to help
stabilize a financial system on the brink of
failure,” Lance said. “Yet there are some
leaders in Washington that see the TARP
funds as a trough of unspent money for
more federal spending. That’s wrong and
fiscally irresponsible at a time when our
federal debt stands at more than $12 tril-
lion.”

In a letter to Treasury Secretary Timo-

thy Geithner, Mr. Lance and more than
three dozen House Republicans have asked
that the program be allowed to expire at the
end of the year and direct the more than
$325 billion to debt reduction.

The letter was prompted to news reports
like one found in today’s [Dec. 7] New
York Times that said, “Democrats in Con-
gress have already decided to divert about
$70 billion from what is left in the bailout
fund to the cost of additional road-building
and other construction projects, credit to
small businesses and further aid to state
and local governments.”

Mr. Lance is a cosponsor of H.R. 2119,
which would require the U.S. Treasury to
apply TARP funds to debt reduction.

Jeffrey Soffer, M.D.
Elynne Margulis, M.D.

Associates in Obstetrics & Gynecology, P.A.
522 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ   07090

Dr. Jeffrey Soffer is pleased to announce that he now
participates in the following Insurance Plans:

Horizon Blue Cross/Blue Shield
United Health Care

PHCS
Operating Engineers

Coventry/First Health

By Appointment: (908) 232-4449

Aetna
Cigna

Oxford
Multiplan

Atlantic Health Systems


