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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ussuk – The bearded seal
2. Cynanche – An inflammation of the

throat or windpipe causing difficulty in
breathing and swallowing

3. Libidinous – Lustful, lewd
4. Sheld – Variegated or spotted

YANG
1. To cry like a wild goose
2. Leftovers; odds and ends
3. To annoy, torment or delay
4. Mischievous; devilish

FATIFEROUS
1. Rotund, obese
2. Enlivening; exhilarating
3. Deadly; destructive
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light

FANTOCCINI
1. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
2. Puppets or marionettes
3. A clown in motley attire
4. A person who lives by his wits,

without doing any work
SQUANTUM

1. A picnic
2. A tobacco or money pouch
3. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
4. Rough or coarse cornmeal

Santa Claus Thanks the Children
Who Came to Celebration in SP

‘Install the Speed Bumps and Take
Speeding Out of the Factor’

Reader Comments on Byron Halsey
Noting Miscarriage of Justice

I just wanted to take this opportunity to
thank the children of all ages who came
out to see me at the Holiday Celebration
in Scotch Plains this past Sunday. It was
great to see so many people come out on
a beautiful, chilly day. Mrs. Claus and I
had a lot of fun meeting so many great
children and their families.

I want to thank the many people who
made my visit possible. Thanks to the
Scotch Plains Fire Department, Depart-
ment of Public Works and Recreation
Department for helping to set up the event
and also allowing it to run smoothly.
Thank you to the Scotch Plains Police
Department for keeping everyone safe.
Thanks also to the volunteer elves for
making it a fun day. A special “thank
you” goes to Mayor Nancy Malool for her
help in lighting the beautiful Christmas
tree in Alan Augustine Park. I know Mayor

Malool is not crazy about heights, but she
was a real trooper up in the cherry picker.

A special “thank you” goes to Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Asso-
ciation President Lisa Mohn of Apple
Blossom Flower Shop for planning the
event. Thanks also go to the rest of the
volunteers of the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association for helping
to make the day a wonderful success.
Lisa’s tireless efforts have made the event
a great success for many years.

I want to wish everyone a happy, healthy
and peaceful holiday season. Don’t for-
get my cookies (chocolate chip or peanut
butter) and milk on Christmas Eve! And
please don’t forget the carrots for the
reindeer.

Santa Claus
North Pole

The recent car accident at the intersec-
tion formed by Clark Street, Tuttle Park-
way and Cowperthwaite Place is the fourth
major accident that we as residents living
near this corner have either seen or been
made aware of since moving back to
Westfield one year ago.

The three earlier multi-vehicle acci-
dents resulted in a variety of damage. In
one case, a car rolled several times before
coming to rest on its roof. Another in-
volved one of the two cars crashing into
the church sign just off the intersection.
All involved two cars and in two of the
cases were the result of drivers running
the stop signs at Cowperthwaite or Tuttle.

The running of the stops signs may be
alleviated by increased signage as men-
tioned in The Westfield Leader article.
However, the real problem is the speed
that drivers are going into the intersec-
tion. Clark and Tuttle offer long straight-
aways that allow the careless driver to
speed. Clark Street has become a very
busy street in the 42 years my family has
lived here. It is now a busy secondary
road used by drivers to get out of town on
their way up to Route 22 or bypass busier
downtown roads and intersections.
Cowperthwaite and Tuttle are busy for
the same reason as well. Clark Street,
however, is the most problematic of the
three, since it has an unfettered run head-
ing north from the YMCA or south as you

come off the stop sign at Dudley Avenue.
Sitting on our front steps, we cannot

help but notice the high rate of speed that
a majority [of drivers] drive at. The road
has a 25 mph speed limit; yet, most people
must be going at least 35 to 45.

Speeding would be controlled by in-
stalling speed bumps similar to the ones
on Gallows Hill Road, South Chestnut
and Benson Place. They force the driver
to slow down, and nothing short of this
will do little or nothing to stop this prob-
lem. Adding more stop signs to the cross
streets will reduce the number of drivers
who inadvertently do not stop. Speed
bumps located north and south of the
cross streets will slow down drivers on
Clark and allow for more time to react
should someone run the stop sign on the
cross streets. This would make crossing
these streets at night less of a challenge.

It’s the rare defensive driver that slows
down as they drive up or down Clark
approaching this intersection, or flip their
brights to let you cross when they see a
pedestrian waiting. Most drivers are in
too much of a hurry and woe be it to the
person that inadvertently gets in their
way.

Please install the speed bumps and take
speeding out of the factor. Thanks.

John and Beth Chevalaz
Westfield

In regard to the article in your [Leader/
Times] December 3 edition reporting that
Clifton Hall died in jail while awaiting
trial for the horrible double homicide of
the Urquhart children committed in 1985,
I found the statement by Union County
First Assistant Prosecutor Albert Cernadas
Jr. particularly disturbing. As reported in
your article, an innocent man, Bryon
Halsey, was unjustly imprisoned for 22
years having been wrongly accused and

found guilty of this crime.
In addressing this miscarriage of jus-

tice, Cernadas stated, “He (Hall) never
had to pay for robbing 22 years from
Byron Halsey – an innocent man who sat
in jail for crimes he did not commit”.

I beg to differ. Those who charged and
prosecuted Mr. Halsey robbed him of
those 22 years.

Larry Sanders
Scotch Plains

Westfield Community Players Invites
Freeholders to Performances

Legion Post 3 ‘Has for Many Years
Given The Ray Bailey Trophy’

Rep. Lance’s ‘Yes’ Vote on Cap and
Trade Undermines America

Leave Concept of Marriage As It Is;
Tackle More Important Issues

Editor’s Note: This is an open letter
sent to the newspaper to [Dear Free-
holder Chairman Mirabella]:

For 75 years, the Westfield Commu-
nity Players (WCP) has brought live the-
atre to Union County audiences. The fact
that the celebration of our Diamond An-
niversary, which has been well-publi-
cized, was not mentioned in your article
on community theatres is most disap-
pointing. It does a disservice to the mul-
titude of volunteers who have worked on
our productions over the many years and

the thousands of audience members who
have attended our productions.

Come be our guest at one of the re-
maining shows this season: Second Time
Around by Henry Denker or Caught in the
Net by Ray Cooney. You will see that the
Westfield Community Players continues
its tradition of providing entertainment
and enriching the audiences of Union
County.

Lucille Bills
WCP Board Member

Westfield

In a follow-up to Bruce Baker’s letter
about Ray Bailey and his perhaps being
Westfield’s Best Athlete Ever: the Martin
Wallberg Post 3 of the American Legion
has for many years given the “Ray Bailey”
trophy to the Westfield High School Se-
nior Class football player with the highest
scholastic average. It’s awarded at the
annual football dinner.

This year, the award will be presented
by Past Commander Charles “Charlie”

Townsend. Charlie is one of our last three
World War II veterans still helping us to
run the post. May we be able to honor Ray
into the future. In Ray’s memory and for
all of Westfield High School’s athletes
past, present and future, I’d like to say,
“Go Blue Devils!”

Peter Hogaboom
Adjutant and Past Commander

Westfield Post 3

Is Congressman [Leonard] Lance all of
a sudden concerned about the U.S. tax-
payer? On December 3, in his e-mail
newsletter, Lance refers to his bipartisan
group letter sent to the “five Inspectors
General to determine if the scientific and
academic integrity of U.S. taxpayer fi-
nanced climate studies was compro-
mised.”

However, [he] didn’t seem to care about
the U.S. taxpayer when [he] voted “Yes”
for “Cap and Trade” — remember it was
the bill that [he] did not read!

The bill put annual cost to the U.S. at

$200 to $350 “Billion” or roughly $1,750
to $3,000 per U.S. household per year in
increased energy costs. [His] “Yes” vote
undermined U.S. business and economy,
not to mention the surrender of our liberty
and the liberty of future generations.

Congressman Lance, I’m sure that if
you get an answer to your bipartisan let-
ter, it will be as compromised as your
“yes” vote.

You know how the saying goes… “Gar-
bage in – garbage out!”

William Sanders
Mountainside

Being divorced and not following any
religious agenda as a generic non-Chris-
tian (apathist?), I find the extreme posi-
tions on the “gay marriage” legislation
uninteresting. Whether is has anything to
do with some Higher Power or a concept
of oppressive civil disability, I find them
unconvincing. As they go to the middle,
the opinions range from some secular
tradition concept of legal heterosexual
monogamy to a litany of issues with the
present Civil Union law (which includes
both “teams”), there seems to be some-
thing missing.

For me, the issue has been one man/one
woman being added to by one woman/
one woman and one man/one man – three
permutations under one concept of mar-

riage. If the concept of sex is changeable,
is the concept of one and one also up for
change? Is it not a bedrock and at the same
time of civil disability?

I realize the existence of US Model
Penal Code section 230.1) regarding po-
lygamy. Yet, why is this “sacred”? There
is no constitutional “entrenchment”. It is
a disability no different from the concepts
of the proposed new combinations? Why
can’t the concept be raised to add po-
lygyny and polyandry. Even more tan-
gential, would group marriage, further
combinations, be the limit?

Leave the concept of marriage as it is.
It is more than only heterosexual union.
As for the Civil Union, if it is deficient, fix
it. How many times were Megan’s Law
and the Mail-in Ballot fine-tuned by courts
and legislative revisions?

I’m tired of all the posturing while
more important items need attention.

Roger Stryeski
Roselle

Lance, ‘Vote No’ on
Cap-and-Trade Bill

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Rep. Leonard Lance and copied to the
newspaper.

Congressman, I continue my objection
to your “yes” vote on cap-and-trade be-
cause jobs are at risk, and your vote failed
to include several other realities. The
Star-Ledger reported on at least one South
American country that also will not agree
to comply with cap-and-trade, and China
has announced that it will reduce its emis-
sions of greenhouse gases, which offer no
real savings. The Ledger also reported on
November 13, 2009, that N.J. transporta-
tion was the largest source of carbon
dioxide emissions (53.5 percent).

In the energy business, we see a lack of
new contracts. One major engineering
company reported a significant drop in
earnings in November as their president
said, “…difficult economic environment
and low business confidence.”

Why would a utility or refinery make
any capital improvements that employ
engineers and welders if they don’t know
what laws they have to comply with, due
to the undetermined cap-and-trade re-
quirements, funding difficulties and the
recession’s drop in demand?

Valero will close its Delaware City
refinery, laying off 550 workers, adding
to the already announced 150 positions,
the loss of 100 jobs at its Paulsboro refin-
ery. Sunoco will idle its Eagle Point Re-
finery at the cost of 400 jobs. This loss
does not even count its suppliers!

The  U.S. Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources states the utiliza-
tion of existing nuclear-generating plants
is an average capacity factor exceeding
90 percent; coal plants are 85 percent, and
wind is only 30 percent.

Electrical demand is forecast to in-
crease, but there is the potential shortage
of technical staff and lack of time to bring
additional capacity on line. PSE&G’s
Director of Workforce Development, in a
presentation to the Senate Committee on
Finance, indicated the company antici-
pates a significant loss of workforce in the
future. He is forecasting $2 trillion of
capital expenditures in the next 20 years.
Where will these workers be found?

Kenneth Green, resident scholar for
the American Enterprise Institute for Pub-
lic Policy Research, indicated that the
cap-and-trade bill will cost jobs.

The Washington Times, on November
23, 2009, stated that despite a massive
stimulus bill, only some 100,000 jobs
were created. They further go on to say
that the alternative-energy sources are “in
the experimental stages and are not proven
enough technologically or economically
to be instrumental in pulling the economy
out of recession.” It also stated that “other
projects targeted for funding in the stimu-
lus, such as tidal power and carbon cap-
ture, still are not technologically feasible
or do not make economic sense at today’s
energy prices, even with the subsidies.”

In all fairness, there were other people
that provided the view of labor, one of the
largest engineering companies in the
world and others for the potential of a
significant number of U.S. jobs for the
building of clean coal and nuclear power
plants. However, wind may not yield any-
where near the same number. But, as I
indicated above, carbon capture and stor-
age does offer the potential for construc-
tion-related jobs; however, commercial
technology does not exist as of yet and
has the potential to damage employment
throughout all industries.

One presentation mentioned that bill
HR-2454 will have a negligible impact on
the environment without the rest of the
developing world joining the effort.

It was good to hear of your call for an
investigation of “Climate Gate.” The sci-
ence of global warming may have been
overstated, to say the least. The investiga-
tion should include the loss of the raw
data on global warming. Also, the third
world wants some $400 billion a year for
development of green industries. This is a
significant transfer of the wealth.

I recommend that we get to the truth
before we cost jobs and spend the next
generation’s money.

Congressman, I believe you may get to
vote on the final bill. Please, should this
happen, vote “no,” until we get a bill that
plays to our strengths, does not cost jobs
and is financially and technically sound.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Vaccination Schedules and Needs
Are Confusing in the Area

There is considerable confusion in the area over flu
shots this year – where and when are they being given,
are they for regular flu or H1N1, do I really need a shot,
who are the targeted groups, is H1N1 really worse than
regular flu?

Union County is making an effort to list where flu
shots are being given in the county on its website,
ucnj.org. The site is incomplete, and it is difficult for
them to gather the information. The county says check
with your individual town, as their respective health
agencies are responsible for administering flu shots.
When the county receives a notice from a municipality,
it posts the clinic on its website. The county said each
municipality determines the target population for each
of its clinics depending on the type of vaccine and how
much it receives. We found out that H1N1 clinics are
federally funded and therefore open to anyone regardless
of residency. Not so with regular flu shots.

Some doctors and clinics have announced flu shots
being available, but it was not clear to the public that
these shots were only for regular flu, not H1N1. In one
case in Westfield a few weeks ago, people lined up a
block long. Many of them were disappointed, thinking
they were in line for H1N1.

Adding uncertainty to the administration of vaccina-
tions, the availability of H1N1 vaccine is a problem.
This hinders local agencies from announcing sched-
ules, as they don’t know when or how much their supply
allocation will be. Too much publicity could generate a
large crowd without the vaccines being on hand.

So, we seem to be confronted with a day-to-day
situation where news of H1N1 vaccinations will dribble
out from health agencies, then go quiet until stocks are
replenished.

The Westfield Regional Health Department covers
several towns in the region, including Fanwood and

Mountainside, along with several others. Scotch Plains
has its own health department. The county has a health
department.

The Westfield Regional Health Department’s direc-
tor, Megan Avallone, said last weekend’s clinic was
“spur of the moment” and did not have enough time to
alert The Westfield Leader. She said she got approval for
the vaccine on Monday and checked with the schools on
Tuesday. She said the department had 5,000 vaccines,
and only 600 people showed up. She said they do not
anticipate another clinic before Christmas as people are
“not interested.” The department “is hoping to have one
the first week of January,” she said.

She said the department’s target population would
remain the same until the department gets word from the
state Centers for Disease Control (CDC) that it can open
the clinic’s up to more individuals.

Perhaps things are not as bad as has been publicized
by government and the hysteria that has resulted. A
study posted Tuesday on FoxNews.com suggests that
H1N1 flu may be no worse that the common flu.

Also according to FoxNews.com, follow common
sense hygiene. Avoid handshakes. Wash your hands. Put
hand sanitizer everywhere. Keep your house clean.
Avoid using mistletoe as decoration this year. A kiss on
the lips is an excellent way for viruses to travel for one
person to another. Don’t place chips, nuts or candies
into large bowls where multiple hands can reach in.
Instead, place these snack foods in individual dishes or
bowls, so that each guest has their own. Serve individual
plates of food instead of having a buffet or finger foods.
Serve individual drinks (editorial note: and plenty of
them for holiday cheer). Sick? Stay Home.

As we learn more, we will post notices on goleader.com
and in this newspaper. Please let us know what you find
out – email to editor@goleader.com.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

You Never Know Who Might
Be on the Burglary Prowl

Home burglaries seem to be on the rise, according
to a few phone calls we’ve received. One unfortunate
Westfield couple was on a weeklong vacation in
Mexico, only to come home and find that their home
was ransacked. Jewelry and other valuables were
taken, along with irreplaceable keepsakes. They
lamented that they should have known better and
locked their valuables in a safety deposit box while
they were away. Of course, they feel violated.

In some burglary incidents, there are no signs of
forced entry. It’s just common sense, but be sure all
windows and doors are secured before leaving home,
and even when someone is home. In one case listed
in the Fanwood police blotter this week, a would-be
burglar gained access through an unlocked door
while the homeowner was there. He fled when
confronted by the homeowner. In a second case, also
from this week’s Fanwood blotter, someone found

keys to a home in the victim’s car and entered the
residence while the victim was asleep, stealing valu-
ables. In both cases, the consequences for the
homeowners could have been much worse than
stolen property.

Be aware of unfamiliar individuals in the neigh-
borhood; ask a trusted neighbor to keep an eye on
your home while you’re away, and look into forming
neighborhood watch groups. Some suggest that door-
to-door solicitors should be required to register with
the town.

You never know who might be on the prowl. Not
long ago, two 18-year-old Westfield girls were ar-
rested for burglary.

On robberies, we were told of employees of some
businesses on Second Street in Scotch Plains being
afraid of getting mugged or robbed.

It’s a shame. Keep your guard up.


