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WASHINGTON – Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has called for an
investigation into the questions raised by
the disclosure of e-mail messages from
the Climatic Research Unit of the Univer-
sity of East Anglia (CRU) dubbed
“ClimateGate.”

“The disclosure of e-mails from the
CRU is very troubling and merits a thor-
ough and transparent investigation,” Mr.
Lance said. “Clearly there is a strong
appearance that important scientific re-
search may have been tainted by poli-
tics.”

In a direct response to the issue, Mr.
Lance joined a group of bipartisan law-
makers in asking five U.S. Inspector Gen-
erals from the U.S. Departments of En-
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Beckerman Named SP Democratic Chair;
Richard Samuel Resigns Due to Health
SCOTCH PLAINS – In a press

release on Monday, it was announced
that Richard Samuel, effective im-
mediately, has resigned as Chairman
of the Scotch Plains Democratic Com-
mittee. According to the release, Mr.
Samuel has experienced some recur-
ring health issues, which have inter-
fered with his ability to be involved
with the day-to-day committee ac-
tivities.

Louis Beckerman, vice chair of the
committee, has taken over Mr.
Samuel’s responsibilities. Mr.
Beckerman and his wife Ann have
lived in Scotch Plains for the last 30
years. He has been in the local party
as a committee member and has been
active in supporting local election
campaigns.

Mr. Beckerman is president of
Beckerman and Co., an insurance and
risk management consulting firm with
offices in Colonia, Forked River and
Linden. He provides risk manage-
ment and insurance for Union City,
the Borough of Fanwood, the Town-
ship of Green Brook and Roselle Pub-
lic Schools. Mr. Beckerman is a com-
missioner of the New Jersey Inter-
governmental Insurance Fund. He is
a past president of the Professional
Insurance Agents of New Jersey.

Governor Jon Corzine appointed

Mr. Beckerman to the New Jersey-
Israel Trade Commission. He is past
president of Congregation Beth Is-
rael, co-chair of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Central New Jersey’s Com-
munity Relations Council, past vice-
president of the Jewish Community
Center of Central New Jersey and
past vice-president of the YM-YWHA
of Union County.

The Beckermans have two children,
Michael of Rahway, an account execu-
tive at Beckerman and Co., and Sara,
who is pursuing a doctorate in Audiol-
ogy from Northwestern University.

“I am sorry that Dick resigned un-
der these circumstances. He served
the local party in numerous capaci-
ties over the years and was involved
in national politics prior to his local
involvement. We wish him well and
hope that he continues to be inter-
ested in Scotch Plains government.
We are fortunate to have a dedicated
base of politically active Democrats
who have and continue to be support-
ive of our committee’s efforts over
the years. As the new chairman of the
Scotch Plains Democratic Commit-
tee, my goal is to work with our
committee people and encourage oth-
ers to become involved to continue to
reinvigorate the local party,” Mr.
Beckerman said.

TRENTON – Senator Nicholas Scutari
(LD-22, Linden) said he wants to close a
loophole in state law that allows someone
to make a claim for palimony from an ex-
lover, even if the two never lived together
and never put anything in writing.

The Assembly Judiciary Committee
unanimously approved a measure last
week to make palimony agreements en-
forceable only with a written promise,
made with the advice of each party’s
attorney. It would prohibit oral or implied
agreements, which have held up in New
Jersey courts.

Last year, the New Jersey Supreme
Court said two people did not have to live
together to have had a marriage-like rela-
tionship, and for one person to seek finan-
cial support.

ergy, Interior and Commerce, as well as
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the National Science Founda-
tion, to determine if the scientific and
academic integrity of U.S. taxpayer-fi-
nanced climate studies was compromised.
The letter also requested that the Inspec-
tor Generals take all necessary action to
ensure that evidence involving the e-mail
exchanges is preserved.

“The manipulation or suppression of
scientific data is an unacceptable practice
that may call into question many research
outcomes used by U.S. Departments and
agencies engaged in climate research,”
Mr. Lance concluded. “Congress has an
obligation to seek answers and I call for
that process to begin today.”
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Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden

Bill Needed to Fix Palimony,
Situation Makes No Sense

“It makes absolutely no sense,” said
Sen. Scutari, who sponsored the bill in the
Senate. “You have judges making cred-
ibility decisions based on ‘he said, she
said’ arguments.”

“What do we do when we have our
most important decisions in life?” he
added. “We put them in writing.”

The New Jersey Bar Association op-
poses the bill, saying it would dispropor-
tionately affect women, mainly those who
are low-income. It instead wants legisla-
tion that would allow palimony claims if
a promise was oral or implied.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22, Fanwood), sponsor of the legislation
in the Assembly, said lawmakers have no
plans to amend it. The palimony bill passed
the Senate in March.

Dr. Michael Margolin

Colon Cancer Screening Specialist
Opens Cranford Office

CRANFORD – Dr. Michael
Margolin, MD, a gastroenterologist
specializing in colon cancer screen-
ing and digestive diseases, has opened
a new Cranford office. He has been in
medical practice in Elizabeth and
Roselle Park since 1987.

The primary purpose of colon can-
cer screening is to prevent cancer by
finding pre-cancerous growths (pol-
yps) in the intes-
tinal lining and
removing them
before they be-
come invasive
cancers. A re-
view of Dr.
Margolin’s pa-
tient records
shows that he
finds more pre-
cancerous pol-
yps than many of
his colleagues.
He attributes this
in large part to
the time that he
spends performing each procedure
with a maximum of care, compul-
sively examining parts of the colon
that can be easily missed on a more
rushed exam. As the president of the
American College of Gastroenterol-
ogy stated in The New York Times,
“What a longer exam really trans-
lates into is a careful, thorough, qual-
ity examination.”

Dr. Margolin prides himself on pro-
viding traditional, personal medical
care to his patients, combined with
state-of-the-art endoscopic testing.
“My patients report that they are
pleased with the attention that I give
them. Nothing replaces a comprehen-
sive consultation, a thorough exam,

and open discussion with the patients
themselves,” Dr. Margolin said.

Cancer of the colon is the second-
leading cause of cancer death in the
United States after lung cancer, kill-
ing 55,000 Americans each year. The
American Cancer Society recom-
mends that men and women at aver-
age risk for developing colorectal
cancer should begin routine (every 5-

10 years) screen-
ings at age 50.
These screenings
usually require
colonoscopy or
similar proce-
dures done by a
gastroenterolo-
gist. Not only can
such tests detect
serious health
conditions, but
they can also pro-
vide some imme-
diate treatment
because the doc-
tor is usually able

to remove pre-cancerous growths dur-
ing the very same procedure. Ac-
cording to the American Cancer So-
ciety, people should talk to their doc-
tor about starting colorectal cancer
screenings earlier than age 50 and/or
being screened more often if they
have any of the following colorectal
cancer risk factors: a personal history
of colorectal cancer or polyps, a per-
sonal history of chronic inflamma-
tory bowel disease, or a strong family
history of colorectal cancer or pol-
yps.

Dr. Margolin studied at New York
University Medical School and Lenox
Hill Hospital in New York (with the
inventor of modern colonoscopy), and
he has a particular expertise in treat-
ing Crohn’s Disease. He is on staff at
both Overlook Hospital and Trinitas
Regional Medical Center, and he was
Chief of Gastroenterology at Union
Hospital until it closed last year. To
find out more, visit
gastro.yourmd.com or contact Dr.
Margolin at (908) 272-6300.
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Christie Announces Chief of Staff,
Chooses Rich Bagger of Westfield

TRENTON – Governor-elect Chris
Christie announced last week the first in
a series of key appointments for the
Christie-Guadagno Administration. Mr.
Christie named Rich Bagger as the in-
coming chief of staff, Bill Stepien as the
deputy chief of staff, Jeff Chiesa as chief
counsel to the governor and Kevin
O’Dowd as deputy chief counsel to the
governor.

Mr. Christie said, “There is no doubt
that we have a great deal of work ahead of
us when our state is facing an ever in-
creasing deficit and an unemployment
rate we must defeat. I am confident that
with the team I am beginning to assemble
we are going to be able to do the work the
people of New Jersey sent us to Trenton
to do.

“Rich Bagger brings a wealth of out-
side experience, knowledge, respect from
both sides of the aisle, and a shared belief
that we must run Trenton differently if
we’re going to get results. Rich innately
knows that we have to throw out the old
way of doing things if we’re going to be
able to successfully execute our vision.”

As incoming chief of staff to the gov-
ernor, Mr. Bagger stated, “I am honored
to join Governor-elect Christie and Lt-
Governor-elect Guadagno and help build
a team that is ready to tackle the many
challenges we currently face. We will
assemble a team that is ready and willing
to make the changes needed and tackle
the tough issues head-on in order to get
the results New Jersey desperately needs.”

Mr. Bagger is currently senior vice-
president, worldwide public affairs for
Pfizer. He has served in a series of corpo-
rate affairs roles since joining Pfizer in
1993. Earlier in his career, Rich was as-
sistant general counsel of Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of New Jersey and practiced
law with McCarter and English.

His record of public service includes
10 years in the New Jersey General As-
sembly, where he was chairman of the
Appropriations Committee and was
elected by his colleagues to be majority
conference leader. In 2001, he was elected
to the New Jersey Senate and served there
until 2003. Before his election to the
legislature, he was a councilman and
mayor of Westfield, New Jersey.

Mr. Bagger serves on the board of
trustees of British American Business,
the Business Council of New York State,
the Healthcare Institute of New Jersey,
Kean University, the New Jersey Cham-
ber of Commerce, the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center, the United Hospital
Fund and the United States Chamber of
Commerce.

He received an Artium Baccalaureatus
(A.B.) degree from Princeton University’s
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and
International Affairs and a Juris Doctor
(J.D.) degree from Rutgers University
Law School.

Bill Stepien was named deputy chief of
staff to the governor. Mr. Stepien most
recently served as Campaign Manager
for Mr. Christie and Lt. Governor-elect
Kim Guadagno. He worked as national
field director and regional campaign man-
ager for John McCain’s presidential cam-
paign. Earlier in the 2008 presidential
campaign cycle, Mr. Stepien was former
New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s
national field director.

Mr. Stepien served as the Republican
National Committee’s 72-hour director
and as President George W. Bush’s New
Hampshire political director in his 2004
re-election campaign. He also managed
Bill Baroni’s campaign for the General
Assembly in 2003 and worked in the
legislative office of State Senator An-
thony Bucco.

A New Jersey native, Mr. Stepien re-
ceived his Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) from
Rutgers University.

Jeff Chiesa was named chief counsel to
the governor. He is a partner in the litiga-
tion department at Wolff and Samson.
Prior to joining Wolff and Samson, he
worked in the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
the District of New Jersey from 2002 –
2009, last serving as the executive assis-
tant U.S. attorney. He also served as coun-
sel to the U.S. attorney and as the chief of
the Public Protection Unit.

Mr. Chiesa was involved in many as-
pects of the U.S. Attorney’s Office, in-
cluding the management of the Criminal,
Civil, Appeals and Special Prosecutions
Divisions. As a unit chief, he supervised
a group of assistant U.S. attorneys prima-
rily responsible for the investigation and
prosecution of criminal cases involving
bank robbery, child pornography, human
trafficking and identity theft.

Mr. Chiesa received his B.A. at the
University of Notre Dame and his J.D. at
Catholic University of America Colum-
bus School of Law.

Kevin O’Dowd was name deputy chief
counsel to the governor. He currently
serves as the chief of the Securities and
Healthcare Fraud Unit in the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the District of New
Jersey. Over the course of the last seven
years as an assistant United States attor-
ney, Mr. O’Dowd has prosecuted various
crimes ranging from complex healthcare,
securities and financial fraud matters to
international child pornography distribu-
tion, cyber and narcotics prosecutions.

Prior to joining the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, Mr. O’Dowd spent the previous
five years serving as both a deputy attor-
ney general for the State of New Jersey
and an assistant counsel in the New Jersey
Office of Counsel to the Governor.

Mr. O’Dowd received his B.A. at The
Catholic University of America and his
J.D. at St. John’s University School of
Law. A New Jersey native, Mr. O’Dowd
resides in the City of New Brunswick.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Grand Jury Indicts Ruiz’s
Husband for Ballot Tampering

Samuel Gonzalez, the husband of state
Senator Teresa Ruiz (D-29, Newark),
has been indicted on charges of ballot
tampering in connection with her 2007
General Election Senate race.

According to the Essex County’s Clerk
website, Sen. Ruiz received 9,731 votes
in the five-candidate senatorial race, win-
ning by some 6,200 votes in a race that
included Newark City Councilman Luis
Quintana and then-Assemblyman Will-
iam Payne, the brother of Rep. Donald
Payne (D-10, Essex).

The state grand jury also indicted
Jonathan Kowalski, a fundraiser for the
North Ward Center in Newark, which is
run by Democratic power-broker Steven
Adubato, Sr.; Joaquin Caceres, who
works for Newark Mayor Cory Booker,
and John Fernandez and Edwin Cruz,
both employees of the Essex County
Department of Economic Development.

Five others have already been charged
including several county election work-
ers. Authorities said the scheme involved
soliciting for absentee ballots from indi-
viduals not qualified to receive them.

Sen. Ruiz was initially named to fill
the Senate seat after former Newark
Mayor Sharpe James, the previous sena-
tor, was convicted of corruption.

Judiciary Committee Votes ‘Yes’
On Same-Sex-Marriage Bill

The state Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee has voted in favor, 7-6, of the “Free-
dom of Religion and Equality in Civil
Marriage Act” (S-1967), referred to as
the same-sex bill, on Monday. Senator
Raymond Lesniak (D-Union), a primary
sponsor of the bill, was one of the seven
members to vote for the bill. The full
Senate will vote on the legislation Thurs-
day, December 12. Governor Jon Corzine
has said he would sign the bill, but
Governor-elect Chris Christie, who will
take office January 19, said he would not
sign the bill.

Ocean County Dem. Chair
Pleads Guilty to Taking Bribe

Alfonso Santoro, 70, executive direc-
tor of the Ocean County Democratic
Party, has pleaded guilty in federal court,
admitting he accepted two cash pay-
ments from a cooperating government
witness with development interests, U.S.
Attorney Paul Fishman reported. He
faces five years in jail and a $250,000
fine when he is sentenced for using
interstate facilities (a cell phone) for a
bribery scheme.

South Orange Considers
Volunteer Firefighters

The South Orange Village Board of
Trustees is considering an unpaid
firefighting contingent to bolster the ca-
reer 32-member fire department, while
saving taxpayers money, according to
the Star-Ledger.

“Having a fully-paid career fire de-
partment in a small municipality is a
really tough burden on the taxpayers,”
Trustee Michael Goldberg said.

Michael Commins, head of the local
firefighters union, said the village has
been reluctant to replace retired
firefighters, including six who have re-
tired in the last seven years. He said the
fire department needs to recruit younger
firefighters, as the average age is cur-
rently 50.

New York Senate Votes ‘No’
On Same-Sex-Marriage Bill

The New York state Senate on De-
cember 2 voted down, 38-24, a bill to
legalize gay marriage in the state. Five
states thus far have legalized same-sex
marriage. Governor David Paterson (D)
has said he supports the measure, de-
scribing it as a civil rights issue. All 30
Republicans voted against the bill.

Senator Liz Krueger (D-Manhattan)
said the legislation would have needed
Republican votes to pass because of
opposition from some of the Senate’s 32
Democrats. Thirty-two votes were
needed for the measure to pass.


