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PRESERVING NATURE…On December 6, more than 20 families from Cub
Scout Pack 4 in Fanwood and Scotch Plains cleaned the trails, raked leaves, picked
up litter and spread wood chips at the Fanwood Nature Center. This is the third
year that Pack 4 has helped beautify the Fanwood Nature Center. Pack 4 is
sponsored by All Saints Church, and serves boys from School One and Brunner
School. Pack 4’s website is pack4cubscouts.org.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOY TO THE WORLD...Christmas and holiday celebrations came to the North
Avenue train station in Fanwood on Sunday night. Those attending enjoyed
seasonal music, holiday crafts and refreshments, as well as a visit from Santa and
Mrs. Claus. The Christmas Tree lights were also turned on for the season.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHEER AND SMILES...Santa Claus brings Christmas cheer to the many children during the holiday celebration in Scotch
Plains at the Village Green on Sunday.

SP Democratic Party
Chairman, Samuel, Resigns

State Dismisses
Samuel Lawsuit

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A state Supe-
rior Court judge last week dismissed a
request by then Township Democratic
Committee Chairman Richard Samuel
for reconsideration of his previously
dismissed lawsuit claiming that the
township council had violated the Open
Public Meetings Act in its deliberations
of the municipal budget and establish-
ment of a sewer utility.

In July, Mr. Samuel, who resigned
this week as party chairman (see re-
lated story above), filed his lawsuit
challenging the municipal budget and
sewer utility and also sought to have
Mayor Nancy Malool disqualified from
holding office.

Scotch Plains Planning Board
Advances Landscaper Ordinance

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A split plan-
ning board voted on Monday to send
to the township council a proposed
ordinance that would tighten munici-
pal oversight of private landscapers
working in Scotch Plains.

The ordinance would regulate the
hours during which landscapers could
operate and also require them to regis-
ter with the township government and
obtain permits allowing them to oper-
ate, according to board member Mike
Michalisin, who heads the subcom-
mittee that drafted the proposal.

He said the ordinance is necessary
because of new state stormwater man-
agement rules imposed on munici-
palities. “We have to be careful of how

yard waste is disposed,” he said at the
board’s meeting on Monday evening.

In addition, the proposed ordinance,
which requires passage by the council,
would prohibit landscapers from oper-
ating on Sundays. It would also allow
the township to create a database con-
taining contact information should lo-
cal officials need to get in touch with
landscapers in the event of a violation
or if, for example, there is a change in
municipal policy such as the cancella-
tion of this fall’s branch pickup.

The 4-2 vote for the ordinance came
after an hour-long discussion during
which two board members – Coun-
cilmen Dominick Bratti and Craig
Clark – expressed reservations about
the need for an ordinance. Both said
that landscapers should not be singled

out for restrictions on when they can
operate while homeowners remain
free to operate lawnmowers, leaf
blowers and other noisy equipment at
any hour of any day.

Mr. Bratti also said several times
that homeowners, not their landscap-
ers, should be responsible for what
occurs on their property and also be
responsible for informing their land-
scapers of proper procedures for dis-
posal of yard waste.

Board Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato said the proposed ordinance
“doesn’t negate the homeowner’s re-
sponsibility,” but noted, as did other
board members, that homeowners are
often not home during the hours when
landscapers are working and, there-
fore, are not always able to make
certain that disposal guidelines are
being followed.

She added that, under the new
stormwater rules, the township could
be fined for non-compliance if con-
tractors dump grass clippings and
leaves into the storm sewers.

Addressing his concern about the
proposed restrictions on hours of op-
erations, Mr. Clark said that during
the summer months, particularly af-
ter a period of heavy rainfall, some
landscapers will work seven days a
week “to catch up” with their clients’
high grass that needs to be cut. But
Mrs. Coronato said that without a
provision to control hours of opera-
tion, “we can have all landscapers
working on Sundays.”

Mr. Clark also questioned whether
there had been numerous complaints
from residents about landscapers work-
ing on Sundays and if that was the
reason for the Sunday prohibition. Mr.
Michalisin said he did not know, but
added that it was better to be “proactive
than reactive” in this situation.

It also was pointed out that the
ordinance contains an exception if a
landscaper needs to work on a Sun-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Democratic Committee chairman
Richard Samuel resigned from his
post this week and was succeeded by
Township Democratic Committee
Vice-Chairman Louis Beckerman.

In a press release issued on Sunday
evening, the committee stated that
the reason for the change in leader-
ship was because Mr. Samuel “has
recently experienced some recurring
health issues, which have interfered
with his ability to be involved with
the day-to-day committee activities.”

Mr. Beckerman is president of an
insurance and risk management con-
sulting firm with offices in Colonia,
Linden and Forked River.

“I am sorry that Dick resigned un-
der these circumstances,” Mr.
Beckerman stated in the press re-
lease. “We wish him well and hope
that he continues to be interested in
Scotch Plains government.”

Mr. Beckerman told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he is
“looking to get more people involved
and revitalizing the party.” Mr.
Beckerman, who has been active in
the local party for 15 years, said he is
optimistic about next year’s munici-
pal elections when three township
council seats – two currently held by
Democrats – are up for grabs.

Mr. Samuel took over as party chair-
man in June 2007. During his two-
and-a-half-year tenure, he was a regu-
lar presence at township council meet-
ings, both public and conference ses-
sions, and was at times vocal in his
criticism of actions being taken by
the governing body, particularly re-

lating to the municipal budget.
Earlier this year, he filed a lawsuit

against the township, claiming the
council had violated the Open Public
Meetings Act, asking that the 2009
budget and the ordinance creating the
new sewer utility be voided and that
Mayor Nancy Malool be declared
disqualified from holding the mayor’s
office.

Mr. Samuel was also briefly a can-
didate for township council in early
2008 before withdrawing.

Mr. Samuel told The Times he will
continue to support local Democratic
candidates and pledged to support
Mr. Beckerman “in whatever way he
sees fit. I know Lou will do an out-
standing job and will bring his own
unique talents” to the position.
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County Proposes $6.5 Mil.
Animal-Control Facility

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders received
a preliminary proposal Thursday night
to construct a $6.5-million countywide
animal shelter at the Houdaille Quarry,
property owned by the county located
off Route 78 in Springfield. The facility
would be available to Union County
towns as a shared-service initiative.

Victor Vinegra, a planner and engi-
neer with Harbor Consultants, Inc. of
Cranford, contracted by the county to
draft a plan for the project, estimated
that the facility could be completed
within two years, with construction
taking 18 months.

He said wetlands, natural habitat and
other environmental studies have all
been completed, and state officials have
approved the location. “So those hurdles
have gone through already,” Mr. Vinegra
said. “The site is well suited for this
facility.”

Mr. Vinegra said the facility would
serve two purposes – animal-control
services and an adoption program for
homeless animals, as well as veterinary
services including spaying and neuter-
ing. He said, upon arrival at the facility,
animals would be logged in, inspected
by a veterinarian for any diseases and
photographed for placement on the
Internet to hopefully find them a home.

The facility would be built in sec-
tional wings to separate younger and
older dogs. Buildings on the site would
use natural ventilation to reduce opera-
tional cost and to produce an environ-
ment using natural light for animals
and volunteers at the facility, he said.

Mr. Vinegra said the county’s 21
municipalities paid a total of $1.3 mil-
lion in 2008 for outside animal-control
agencies.

“For 2008, the average increase was
10 percent, and that has been going up
10 percent a year for many municipali-
ties,” he said.

Officials were told grants might be
available for the project given that it
contains an environmentally friendly
component.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, a longtime proponent of a
countywide animal shelter, in 2002,
served on a state animal task force,
which recommended that every county
have a regional animal control function
that would not be a “pound where ani-
mals are thrown [in] and eliminated” but
rather have “animal control and educa-
tion” on how to properly care for ani-

mals, including spaying and neutering.
Dianne O’Donnell, executive direc-

tor for People for Animals (PFA) in
Hillside, said her service has adminis-
tered over 125,000 spaying and neuter-
ing surgeries since 1985, averaging
14,000 per year. She pledged the
service’s “full support” for the pro-
posed shelter. PFA charges $85 for
surgeries on dogs and $63 for cats.

She offered to provide the surgeries
for the new facility by either providing
transportation to and from PFA or by
assisting in setting up an on-site neuter
service at the new animal control center.

Ms. O’Donnell said having access to
affordable neutering services through a
countywide shelter “will save millions
of [animal’s] lives and millions of tax
dollars in the long term” and be “more
efficient and cost effective than the
current system.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
quarry “is the best location in the county
that we have come up with” for the
facility.

All health and animal control offi-
cials were interviewed as part of the
preliminary study for the facility. In
addition, Harbor Consultants visited
animal control facilities within the
county and region, as well as talking to
representatives of a company that builds
facilities in the United States, Canada
and Mexico.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president of
the Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, inquired about how many em-
ployees would be hired at the facility.

Mr. Mirabella responded, “That’s to
be determined.” He also said it was not
determined how towns would finan-
cially support the facility.

“It’s nice that we are at the point
where we are moving for [forward with]
this shelter. It’s really terrific,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

In other business, Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi informed the
board that the county has witnessed a
189 percent increase in foreclosures
over the past two years. She said 4,200
properties were foreclosed this year,
which she estimated translates to 10,000
to 12,000 persons.

The county clerk said eight counties
have joined Union County in passing
homeless trust funds, which are financed
through a $3 surcharge on all charged
documents generated by county clerk
offices. Another two counties are look-
ing to establish homeless trust funds.
The freeholders approved a Union
County trust fund last month.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CURTAIN CALL…Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood), pic-
tured far right, honors outgoing Fanwood Council members David Valian and
Donna Dolce, pictured second from right, at their final borough council meeting
Tuesday night. Mayor Colleen Mahr is pictured standing next to Mr. Valian.

FW Council Bids Farewell
To Donna Dolce, David Valian

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Outgoing borough
council members Donna Dolce and
David Valian, who were defeated in
their re-election bids last month, were
given a fond send-off at the governing
body’s monthly meeting Tuesday night.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood), fellow council members and
community leaders praised Ms. Dolce
and Mr. Valian for their six years and
two years of service, respectively.

Asw. Stender presented each with a
joint state Senate and Assembly resolu-
tion.

“Thank you for your service that
you’ve given so freely,” said Ms. Stender.

Ms. Dolce’s resolution cites her “un-
common measure of public service”
and her “commitment to the citizens of
Fanwood.” Mr. Valian was commended
for his “inspired and effective civic

leadership.”
In addition, Ms. Dolce and Mr. Valian

were honored by Mayor Mahr and pre-
sented with framed official seals of the
borough.

“The people of this community have
a goal and that’s basically making this
community thrive,” said Mr. Valian,
who added that serving on the council
has “been the experience of a lifetime.”

Ms. Dolce, noting the importance of
volunteerism – to her personally and to
the community – said, “Fanwood is
what we make it… I hope I have left the
place better than I found it.”

Mayor Mahr, who thanked the out-
going council members “with a heavy
heart,” also looked ahead to the coming
year.

“One door closes and another opens,”
she said. “We will welcome two new
faces for our January 1 reorganization
meeting.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council Set To Discuss Details
Of 2010 Sewer Bill in Early January

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council said Tuesday night that it plans
to hold a work session early in January
2010 to finalize the details of next year’s
sewer utility billing, including the par-
ticulars of how to charge residents for
their water usage.

Township Manager Chris Marion
reported at the council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday that a number of
matters, besides the details of the resi-
dential sewer utility billing, will need to
be settled upon at the meeting. He said
commercial businesses are asking to be
apprised of their bills in advance of the
payment date so they can budget the
expense. Furthermore, multiple billing

due dates, either twice annually or quar-
terly, are being requested, Mr. Marion
said. He also said a review of how some
properties are categorized for billing
purposes is necessary.

After the initial sewer bills were is-
sued in September, township employees
met with business property owners who
were billed on their actual water usage,
in an effort to clarify, review and, in
some cases, adjust their bills downward.
Mr. Marion said with residents set to be
similarly billed in 2010, the number of
face-to-face meetings is certain to in-
crease significantly, something he said
will be “operationally disruptive” to day-
to-day township operations.

Township Attorney Brian Levine
pointed out that the in-person meetings
earlier this fall were done “out of cour-
tesy” and were not required by the
ordinance creating the sewer utility. He
said appeals of sewer bills could be
done in writing, akin to an appeal of a
property tax bill.

Later in the discussion, Mayor Nancy
Malool broached the idea of naming a
three-person committee of experienced
people to meet with residents about
their sewer bills and then bring all
concerns to a point person in the mu-
nicipal government. This, she said,
would allow Mr. Marion to concentrate
on his managerial duties instead of
spending the bulk of his time meeting
about individual sewer bills, something
the mayor said was “not a productive
use of his time.”

It is unclear exactly how the residen-
tial billing will be structured — whether
it will be a purely per-gallon of water
used or a tiered formula, similar to how
businesses were billed this year, with a
flat rate up to a certain level of gallons
used and then a per-gallon charge be-
yond that threshold.

Lori Majeski, the township chief fi-
nancial officer, said the amount needed
to be raised in 2010 will not be known
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Happy Chanukah


