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Prosecutor Requests Information
On Suspect in Union Murder

UNION — An arrest warrant has been
issued against a 20-year-old man wanted
in connection with last week’s fatal stab-
bing inside a Union Township deli, said
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow.

Daivon K. Brinson has
been identified as the prin-
ciple suspect in the No-
vember 30 homicide of
Mohinder Singh, 41, the
owner of Three Stooges
Deli. Union County Supe-
rior Court Judge James
Heimlich signed the war-
rant and set bail at
$750,000.

Brinson is at large and
investigators are asking the
public’s help in locating
him. Anyone with infor-
mation is urged to contact
Crimestoppers at (908)
654-TIPS and is eligible
for a reward of up to
$5,000. Calls are kept confidential.

According to the investigation thus far,
it appears that Mr. Singh was the victim of
an attempted robbery, said Mr.

Romankow. During the struggle in which
Mr. Singh was killed, it appears that
Brinson was injured. This is based on
evidence gathered at the scene, and other
locations linked to Brinson. His last known

address is on Mt. Prospect
Avenue in Newark.

“There was a blood trail
leading from the deli,” said
Mr. Romankow. “What we
believe to be the murder
weapon was found nearby.”

The Union County Ho-
micide Task Force, the
Union Township Police and
the County Forensic Labo-
ratory are conducting the
investigation.

“This case seems to be
another instance of point-
less violence,” said Mr.
Romankow. “The Singh
family, like all victims, de-
serves to have this man

caught and in jail.”
These criminal charges are mere accu-

sations. Defendants are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Daivon Brinson

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
CHEER AND SMILES...Santa Claus brings Christmas cheer to the many
children during the holiday celebration in Scotch Plains at the Village Green on
Sunday.

CHARITY…Tony Cook, left, discusses fundraising with Westfield United Fund co-
chairmen Charlie Weidman and Jennifer Jaruzelski. The response from Westfielders
is great – 70 percent of the $650,000 goal. “The Westfield United Fund is the best way
to help the most people, and we are counting on the continuing support of
Westfielders during this holiday season,” noted Ms. Jaruzelski and Mr. Weidman.

White Fir from Mountainside Will Be
County Courthouse Christmas Tree

Westfield
Tuesday, December 1, a resident of

Basalt, Colo. reported finding a women’s
Movado wristwatch at East Broad Street
and North Euclid Avenue and turned the
item over to the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

Wednesday, December 2, Pamela
Davis, 48, of Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield criminal warrant in the amount
of $308. She was released after posting
bail.

Thursday, December 3, a resident of
the 100 block of Elizabeth Avenue re-
ported an apparent attempted burglary of
his residence. Someone attempted to gain
entry by removing the screen on a rear
bedroom window and then prying the
window open with an unknown object.
The window frame, lock and sill sus-
tained damage but entry was not gained.

Friday, December 4, David Oxenford,
36, of Clark was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
pursuant to a motor vehicle investigation
at Central Avenue and Sussex Street. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released to a
responsible individual.

Friday, December 4, Terrell Thomas,
22, of Elizabeth was arrested near the
intersection of South Avenue and Boule-
vard on contempt of court warrants is-
sued by the following municipal courts:
Elizabeth, in the amount of $580;
Plainsboro, $500, and East Brunswick,
$89. Thomas was transported to Westfield
police headquarters and processed. Re-
leased on his own recognizance by Eliza-
beth, he was unable to post bail and was
turned over to the Plainsboro Police De-
partment.

Saturday, December 5, Ryan L. Dav-
enport, 23, of Union was arrested during
a traffic stop in a municipal lot at North
and Central Avenues on two traffic war-
rants from Paterson, in the amount of
$470, and one criminal warrant from
Union City, in the amount of $99. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
$99 cash bail on the Union City warrant
and being released on his own recogni-
zance on the Paterson warrants.

Sunday, December 6, a Mountainside
resident found a green wallet in the area
of Lawrence and Mountain Avenues and
turned it in at Westfield police headquar-
ters. Attempts to contact the owner were
unsuccessful. The wallet was secured in
the police headquarters’ property locker
for safekeeping.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 1, a resident of

Ravens Wood reported that when he re-
turned after being away for the weekend,
he noticed that his heat was not working.
According to police, when the victim
called a heating professional to deter-
mine the cause of the problem, it was
determined that a copper pipe that leads
from the oil tank to the house was crimped
and that the valve cap was removed.

The residence was in foreclosure and
was recently sold, police said. The new
owner and the current resident have been
having a dispute over eviction proce-
dures, and the victim feels the new owner
could have possibly damaged the pipe to
push the victim out early, authorities re-
ported.

Tuesday, December 1, Charles B.
McCartney, 30, of Linden was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and re-
leased.

Tuesday, December 1, Marquis A.
Kennedy, 23, of Vauxhall was arrested at
the Union Police Department on a
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$500. He was held in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, December 2, Endesha D.
Williams, 38, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license.

Wednesday, December 2, Celia M.
Neiva, 50, of Newark was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for allegedly
driving with a suspended license.

Thursday, December 3, Lawrence
Mitchell, 63, of East Orange was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license.

Thursday, December 3, Rufino Ortiz,
34, of Scotch Plains was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Saturday, December 5, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that the
driver’s side mirror of his motor vehicle
was broken off, either by another vehicle
or an act of vandalism.

Sunday, December 6, Eddie Edmond,
23, of Maplewood was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, December 1, Harry Leavitt,

21, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop, at
which time the officer smelled the odor
of alcohol. Leavitt was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, December 3, Jorge Rivera,
35, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-

standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Friday, December 4, Dyvonne Abner,
43, of Linden was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop, at
which time the officer smelled the odor
of alcohol. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Friday, December 4, a resident of Ab-
erdeen Road reported that an unknown
person called his house and stated that
the victim needed to send money imme-
diately to help out a relative who was in
trouble. According to police, the victim
wired $1,800 to the suspect.

Friday, December 4, an employee of a
Route 22 gas station reported that un-
known suspects entered the store located
at the station and removed 10 packs of
cigarettes, valued at approximately $75,
from the counter.

Saturday, December 5, a resident of
Jerusalem Road reported that someone
broke the rear window of her motor ve-
hicle and removed a GPS valued at ap-
proximately $160.

Sunday, December 6, a resident of
Round Hill Road reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and removed an
undetermined amount of money.

Sunday, December 6, Carmen Valez,
46, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Monday, December 7, Nadir Clark,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Fanwood
Monday, November 30, several pack-

ages that had been left on the front porch
of a business residence on the 100 block
of LaGrande Avenue were reported taken
sometime between 4:45 and 5:45 p.m. by
someone other than the delivery com-
pany for which they were intended. Ac-
cording to police, the value of the pack-
ages was reported to be substantial, but a
specific dollar amount has not yet been
determined.

Wednesday, December 2, after enter-
ing a business on the 500 block of North
Avenue at 5 a.m., a male suspect wearing
a hoodie distracted an employee and re-
moved two cartons of cigarettes before
fleeing on foot. According to authorities,
police are working in conjunction with
other jurisdictions to gather and compare
evidence related to similar thefts and
suspect descriptions matching this inci-
dent.

Thursday, December 3, Jeffrey E.
Moore, 30, of Union was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
on an outstanding Springfield warrant.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, December 4, a resident of the
400 block of LaGrande Avenue reported
that someone entered her unlocked resi-
dence through the front door and, when
confronted by the homeowner, fled on
foot. According to police, the residence
was processed for fingerprints and the
incident is under investigation.

Saturday, December 5, a resident of
the 100 block of LaGrande Avenue re-
ported that someone entered his unlocked
motor vehicle and located keys to the
residence, which were used to enter the
residence while the victim was sleeping.
According to police, the suspect then
rummaged through the residence and re-
moved $3,000 worth of valuable coins,
as well as the keys to the victim’s vehicle.
The suspect fled with the valuables in the
victim’s 2001 Dodge convertible van,
which was recovered on Monday, De-
cember 7, in Plainfield in good condition.
The vehicle was processed for evidence
and the incident is under investigation.

Saturday, December 5, a resident of
the 300 block of LaGrande Avenue re-
ported that between Monday, November
23, and Wednesday, November 25, some-
one used her debit card without authori-
zation to make approximately $600 worth
of purchases at various locations in the
area.

Saturday, December 5, a resident of
Stewart Place reported that someone en-
tered his motor vehicle sometime be-
tween Friday, December 4, at 6:50 p.m.
and 9 a.m. on Saturday, December 5, and
removed approximately $700 worth of
jewelry.

Sunday, December 6, Maurice E.
Dockery, 29, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on the 100 block of Midway Av-
enue on a no-bail warrant out of Plainfield.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and turned
over to the Plainfield Police Department.

neuter service at the new animal con-
trol center.

Ms. O’Donnell said having access
to affordable neutering services
through a countywide shelter “will
save millions of [animals’] lives and
millions of tax dollars in the long
term” and be “more efficient and cost
effective than the current system.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
quarry “is the best location in the
county that we have come up with”
for the facility.
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Freeholder Animal Control

with three such apartments being lo-
cated on each of the second and third
floors.

Beforehand, the Site Plan Review
Committee reviewed lighting plans
for Ferraro’s South Fine Caterers at
425 Elmer Street and elevation plans
for Julie Marsella’s new home at 200
Canterbury Road, where the Little
Gatehouse sits. The committee ap-
proved both plans, committee mem-
ber Robert Newell told The Westfield
Leader. Ms. Marsella was approved
last March by the board to subdivide
the lot and erect a two-story house.

COUNTY – The Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth soon will have its new
Christmas tree. A White Fir, donated by
Pat and Tony Messano of Mountainside,
will adorn the Courthouse Rotunda for
the rest of December.

“This is a holiday tradition that many
people in Union County really look for-
ward to,” said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “We appreciate the
donation of the tree from the Messano
family and we look forward to decorating
the tree and having it in the courthouse
during the holiday season. It will make a
great centerpiece for our Christmas sing-
along on Thursday, December 24.”

For 53 years, Union County has chosen
an evergreen tree to stand in the Court-
house Rotunda during the holiday sea-
son. This year’s selection, the White Fir,
also is known as a Concolor Fir.

“I feel proud that I planted this tree 25
years ago when it was about two feet tall,”
said Mr. Messano, a retired police cap-
tain. “It’s a pretty tree and it will be nice
to see it decorated in the courthouse for
people to enjoy.”

Tomorrow, December 11, a crew from
the Union County Shade Tree Bureau
will go to Mountainside to cut the tree and
load it onto a flatbed truck. Once the tree
reaches the courthouse at 2 Broad Street
in Elizabeth, a crane will hoist it onto the
front steps.

“Getting the tree into the building is
quite an event,” said Chairman Mirabella.
“It takes a skilled crew with a lot of
patience.”

Once inside the Courthouse Rotunda,
the tree is tied with rope and lifted into a
barrel stand that is weighed down with
concrete. Then the process of adding lights
and ornaments begins.

As in years past, workers will take a
few days to decorate the tree, which will
require about 25 strands of lights. The
public is invited to view the tree from
Wednesday, December 16, until it is re-
moved just before New Year’s Day.

The public is invited to a Christmas
Eve sing-along hosted by the Freehold-
ers, which begins at 10:30 a.m. Santa
Claus will pay a visit and present gifts to
all children in attendance.

Our Thanks To Our Sponsors
For Supporting Our

15th Annual
Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration

Gold 
Star
Sponsors

Caffrey Tree Service

CJS Violations

Grand Sanitation

K-9 Resorts

Kuman Learning Center

State Farm Insurance

Trainor Family Chiropractic

Silver
Snowflake 
Sponsors

Del Negro Tailors

& Cleaners

EKA Associates

ERA Queen City Realty

Puglisi Insurance Agency

Valley National Bank

Platinum
Ornament
Sponsors

Trudy Burke, DDS

Investor Savings Bank

PNC Bank

Police Benevolent Association
of Scotch Plains

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Sanguiliano Garden Center and Parker Gardens

for planting our evergreens and seasonal branches in our town planters
The Police & Fire Departments of Scotch Plains

for their contributions to the event, both for safety and fun.  
All the S.P.B.P.A. Volunteers 

for their help in keeping activities fun and festive.

PO Box 862
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

www.visitscotchplains.com

All health and animal control offi-
cials were interviewed as part of the
preliminary study for the facility. In
addition, Harbor Consultants visited
animal control facilities within the
county and region, as well as talking
to representatives of a company that
builds facilities in the United States,
Canada and Mexico.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, inquired about how many
employees would be hired at the fa-
cility.

Mr. Mirabella responded, “That’s
to be determined.” He also said it had
not been determined how towns would
financially support the facility.

“It’s nice that we are at the point
where we are moving [forward with]
this shelter. It’s really terrific,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

In other business, Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi informed the
board that the county has witnessed a
189 percent increase in foreclosures
over the past two years. She said
4,200 properties were foreclosed this
year, which she estimated translates
to 10,000 to 12,000 persons.

The county clerk said eight coun-
ties have joined Union County in
passing homeless trust funds, which
are financed through a $3 surcharge
on all charged documents generated
by county clerk offices. Another two
counties are looking to establish
homeless trust funds. The freehold-
ers approved a Union County trust
fund last month.
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Councilman Caruana Exits
Most importantly, Mr. Echausse

wanted to acknowledge the outreach
Mr. Caruana spearheaded after the
September 11 tragedy.

“I think it goes without saying…he
helped bring the community together
in a very tough time,” Mr. Echausse
said.

Among the various constituencies
Mr. Caruana acknowledged in his pre-
pared remarks was WE CARE
(Westfielders Concerned About Re-
sponsible Development).

“The second great thing that I have
seen happen in this chamber during
my seven years here has been the
birth and growth of the citizen move-
ment called WE CARE and the many
citizen advisory committees Mayor
[Andy] Skibitsky has appointed to
help develop public policy,” Mr.
Caruana said. “Democracy does not
work without participation, and mu-
nicipalities everywhere are in desper-
ate need of citizen voices to bring
forward new ideas, to provide feed-
back and to encourage accountabil-
ity. WE CARE provided a large citi-
zen voice at a very contentious time a
few years ago. I think the entire com-
munity benefited from their efforts,
as I have over the years.”

Mr. Caruana went on to thank a
number of WE CARE members, in-
cluding the “third and fourth
councilpersons of the First Ward,”
Alan Solomon and Sharon Stockwell,
both of whom spoke last Tuesday
night.

Mrs. Stockwell said to Mr. Caruana,
“The most important ‘thank you’ [is
for] your opposition to the redevelop-
ment project [that would have seen a
57-foot parking deck built in the South
Avenue train station lot]…Your fore-
sight on financial issues [related to
that project] enabled us to make an
informed [decision].

“You always followed your gut,
and you will be missed,” she said.

Mr. Solomon, echoing Mrs.
Stockwell’s words, thanked Mr.
Caruana for his “independence” on
the parking-deck issue.

“You saved the town from a huge
financial calamity,” he said.

Mr. Caruana spoke to members of
the press after a Tuesday meeting last
month and said he was “grateful” for
the opportunity to serve.

“I will have served seven years,
and that’s a long time,” he said. “When
I started my first campaign [in 2002],
my daughter was finishing Franklin
School. Now, she’s a freshman in
college.”

When former First Ward Council-
man Carl Salisbury decided not to
seek a third term, in the November
2002 council race, Mr. Caruana ran

and defeated fellow political new-
comer at the time, Mark Kuehn.

In June 2005, Mayor Greg
McDermott stepped down six months
shy of completing his second term in
office. Subsequently, the Westfield
Town Republican Committee met to
fill the vacant seat, and a runoff was
held between Mr. Caruana and Mr.
Skibitsky, who emerged as Mayor
McDermott’s successor.

Mr. Caruana thanked Mr.
McDermott (along with Mr.
Bramnick) for asking him to run in
2002 and “having the confidence that
I would be a good public servant.”

Mr. Caruana, noting that all of his
council accomplishments occurred
under Mayor Skibitsky’s “mandate,”
had kind words to say about the cur-
rent mayor.

“Andy has served the people of
Westfield with great energy, with great
empathy and with great devotion,” he
said. “His office door is open every
Saturday morning to any citizen that
wants to share a problem and a cup of
coffee. His evenings are filled with
official meetings, events and also the
demands of a large family. And his
days are occupied just like the rest of
us, trying to run a business in a diffi-
cult economy.”

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan thanked Mr. Caruana for
his advice and leadership, as well as
his sense of humor.

“We owe a debt of gratitude to you
for keeping the town in such good
financial shape,” Ms. Neylan said.

Third Ward Councilman David
Haas served on the finance commit-
tee with Mr. Caruana and developed
a friendship with him.

“Your strong opinions were one
thing I came to love,” Mr. Haas said.
“You were not shy about giving opin-
ions, very often with humor…I felt I
could always be open with you. You
always had the town’s good at heart.”

While financial matters are second
nature to Mr. Caruana, who runs an
investment-management company,
they can be tedious or difficult to
comprehend for those without simi-
lar backgrounds.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins thanked Mr. Caruana for
his patience in explaining such diffi-
cult concepts to financial novices.

“You knew you were dealing with
at least one moron when explaining
budgets, but you never made us feel
bad, and you always explained
things,” she said.

Reminiscing again about the
lengthy period he has served, Mr.
Caruana said, “I’ve spent every Tues-
day night with these people for seven
years. That’s a long time.”

“I’m certainly very grateful that
the voters of the First Ward gave me
their confidence,” Mr. Caruana con-
tinued. “I’ve enjoyed representing
them and all the townspeople…I’m
very proud to have served with the
people I have served with; they have
done an outstanding job on behalf of
the citizens.”

Mr. Caruana said the major initia-
tives the council has accomplished
in the last five to six years have been
“outstanding,” citing overhauls in
the Department of  Public Works,
improvements in traffic safety and
land-use reform.

“I’m very excited about what’s been
done and where we are, and… the
type of leadership the town will have
in the foreseeable future,” he said.

Rahway, and Wednesday, December
16, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Terrill
Middle School, located at 1301 Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains.

The clinic is open to all persons
regardless of town residency who are:
pregnant women; household contacts
and caregivers for children younger
than six months old; healthcare and
emergency medical services person-
nel; all people from 6 months through
24 years old, and persons 25 through
64 years old who have health condi-
tions associated with higher risk of
medical complications from influ-
enza. Parents or legal guardians must
accompany minors.

Clinic lines will be cut or doors
closed before 7:30 p.m. to allow the
clinic to close at the stated time.

The clinic will offer only the in-
jectable vaccine with preservative.

If a child under 10 years old had
their first inoculation on or before
November 23, the child can utilize
either of the clinics for their second
dose.

For future H1N1 clinics, visit the
city website, cityofrahway.com, or
call the Rahway Health Department
flu hotline at (732) 827-2098.
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Vaccination
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WF Plan Bd.

Student Council
Organizes Food Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of the

Union Catholic High School Student
Council collected 28 baskets of food and
28 turkeys from fellow students, faculty
and staff during their annual Thanksgiv-
ing Food Drive.

The items were donated to Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Scotch Plains for
distribution to needy families in time for
the Thanksgiving holiday.
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