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Seniors Stop Juniors in ‘Powder Puff’ Game, 6-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

WENSON, BRAND, DEDUCK, KREYER, PETERSON KEY

Raider V’ballers Serve Up
Successful, 15-8, Net Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since 2005, when Adrienne Stack
took over as head coach, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
volleyball team has shown steady
improvement. This year was no dif-
ferent, as the young Raiders played
with composure, enthusiasm, skill and
poise to earn respect in the very tough
Watchung Conference (WC), advance
to the semifinals of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) and finish with a
15-8 record.

“When I took the program over two
days before my wedding, I knew that
I wanted to make it competitive, some-
thing real, something authentic to
Scotch Plains,” Stack said. “I was
willing to stick it out with these girls,
mold them and make them believe
that they could win. I think these
athletes feed off your energy as a
coach, and if they believe that you’re
in to win with them, then I believe
they produce. Their hard work has
shown that we made it to the UCT
semi’s two years in a row. We have
beaten some top-caliber teams over
the past five years. I do want us to
move farther in states, but I believe
with baby steps comes success, and
we’re seeing that.”

One of the most satisfying and fin-
est moments came when the Raiders
downed Westfield twice.

“I said to my girls, ‘You have to
make the jump, get past this mental
hurdle that you create as an athlete
about other teams like Cranford,
Union Catholic and Westfield if you
are going to beat them.’ I believe
these girls have the ability to beat
those type of teams if they make the
jump and that’s what has to happen,”
Stack said

According to Stack, the toughest
loss and hardest to swallow came
against Roselle Catholic. “That was a
game we were supposed to win, but if
you don’t have that staying power to
push through in those final minutes to
get the win, you are not going to get
it,” she said.

Of the three seniors on the squad,
Tri-captain/middle hitter Kim
Wenson, battered the opposition with
126 kills, 78 service points, 72 digs,
31 blocks and 56 aces, and was named
First Team All-Union County (UC)
Coaches Poll and First Team All-
Conference.

“Great leader! A go-to player and a
huge intimidating force at the net!
This is her first year playing a full
rotation. She also wrote down that
she wanted to work to make First
Team All-County. Two goals, only
set by herself, no one else knew about
them, and she attained them victori-
ously,” said Stack.

Tri-captain/outside hitter Becky

Brand led the team with 193 digs,
recorded 43 aces, notched 70 kills, 77
service points and 43 aces. Brand was
selected Second Team All-UC and
First Team All-Conference.

“[I have] never seen her have a bad
day ever since I have known her as a
freshman. She is so positive, has an
incredible hit, goes out of her way on
digs to get under every ball and is a
very, very dependable go-to player.
It’s going to be very tough to fill her
position next year,” Stack pointed out.

Tri-captain/middle hitter Natalie
Deduck was named Honorable Men-
tion, All-UC and All-Conference. She
finished with 83 service points, 52
kills, 24 blocks and 34 aces.

“She is a devoted player and goes
out of her way to help her teammates
excel in their positions,” said Stack.
“Those three seniors helped to make
it a very competitive team, but also
one that builds on mutual respect for
one another. Because we did not have
external issues to deal with, they were
able to build on last year’s accom-
plishments and be successful in that
way.”

Junior outside hitter Aysia Peterson,
who led the team with 60 aces, notched
102 service points, 90 kills and 136
digs. Peterson made Third Team All-
UC and Honorary Mention All-Con-
ference. Versatile junior setter
Rebecca Kreyer amassed 431 assists,
117 service points and 50 aces made
Honorable Mention, All-UC and All-
Conference.

“First time we played Union Catho-
lic, we went to three games. It was
disappointing that we did not display
all of the energy, athleticism and in-
tent to win. People are taking notice
of Scotch Plains, and I don’t believe
other teams look past us on the sched-
ule any more. They know they have to
prepare when they play us, and that is
a big confidence booster for us,” said
Stack.

The Raiders will return outstand-
ing sophomore Tara Sweeney, along
with experienced juniors Peterson,
Kreyer, Erin Brown, Danielle
Schweizer, Linsey Phelan and
Amanda White.

“I’m not looking forward to try-
outs next year because with a com-
petitive program, tough choices
need to be made, and the girls are
aware of that. You’ll get better ath-
letes, kids wanting to play and want-
ing to show that they are better than
the next girl and that competition is
healthy,” said Stack.

ing talents of Prestridge to gobble up
huge clumps of yardage. One of the
slickest plays of the scoring drive was
a draw play to Ostrowski that netted
14 yards.

“We ended up shifting our offense
to the side, so Nicole would run and
Ally would go out for a pass, so we
could move the ball differently,”
Wenson said.

Throughout the game, Wenson’s
receiver of choice was Prestridge,
and the seniors nearly scored on the
first play of the game when Wenson
spotted Prestridge sprinting down the
left sideline and fired a rocket to her
that netted 55 yards to the juniors’
four-yard line. The juniors’ defense,
however, prevented the seniors from
scoring and took over possession at
the one-yard line.

“I would just run and scream Kim’s
name and wait for the ball to come to
me,” Prestridge said.

On the juniors’ first series,
Prestridge intercepted at the juniors’
15-yard line, but the juniors answered
with an interception of their own. A
few series later, Peterson added an
interception to end the first quarter.
With Klotz at quarterback, the jun-
iors moved the ball well in the second
quarter. Klotz connected with
Peterson for receptions of nine, 15
and six yards. Handy had several fine
runs. Pearl had a 13-yard run around
the right side, and running back Becca
Kreyer had several short-yardage runs
but had to withstand some physical
punishment from Wenson.

Proud of her physical defensive play,

Wenson grinned and commented, “I
have a few friends on the junior team.
I leveled Becca Kreyer. That may have
been my favorite part. I leveled Becca
Kreyer, and I loved it.”

Throughout the game, the memory
of last year’s heartbreaking 20-13,
overtime loss haunted the seniors, who
did not want history to repeat itself.
Last year, senior quarterback Jackie

Law connected with Katie Cornnachia
in the end zone for the victory.

“That was a heartbreaker. We came
back this year and we knew we were
going to win,” Wenson said.

The taste of victory was sweet. “It
was nice but a little close for com-
fort,” Prestridge said.
Juniors 0 0 0 0 0
Seniors 0 0 0 6 6
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COLONIAL

Mountainside. This 4 Bedroom, 4½ Bath, 4 year old Colonial is situated in Echo Lake
Estates. There are custom moldings, recessed lighting & intercom/sound system throughout.
The gourmet kitchen with separate dining area opens to a family room with gas fireplace.
There is a fabulous MBR Suite with his/her walk-in closets plus separate sitting room with
additional deep closets and luxury master bath. There is a finished basement with gas
fireplace and full bath.

CENTER HALL COLONIAL – NEW CONSTRUCTION

Westfield. Quality construction with attention to detail! This beautiful 4 Bedroom, 3.5
Bath Center Hall Colonial is nestled close to Tamaques Park. Amenities include hardwood
floors, gas fireplace in Family Room, large Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 full Baths on 2nd floor, walk-
up attic, 2 car garage, back yard paver patio, 2 Master Bedrooms/Baths and more!

Westfield. This spectacular residence, built by Buontempo Homes, features 11 rooms,
5 Bedrooms, 5.5 Baths in a quiet suburban locale. Combining gracious formal living with
comfortable family features to suit all your entertaining & living needs. Some of the
notable features include custom ceilings, elegant main staircase, gas fireplaces in the great
room, MBR & master bath, gourmet kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite.
Special contractors financing available.

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. Wonderful 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Custom built Colonial on a cul-de-sac.
Eat-In-Kitchen with Center Island Granite counters, Central Air Conditioning - 2 Zone,
Jacuzzi tub and shower in Master bath, solid oak hardwood floors, gas fireplaces in Family
Room and Master Bedroom, In-Law Suite with a Bedroom and Full Bath, open staircase
to attic, built-in 3 car garage, sits on 1.1 acres.

CUSTOM COLONIAL AT ROLLING HILLS ESTATE CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Mountainside. All Brick/Stone 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial with old
world charm and today‘s amenities. A 2 story entrance, Great Room and Recreation
Room with gas fireplace, Gourmet Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 car garage, full finished basement,
2 zone HVAC, stone patio on a cul-de-sac. Yesterday‘s grandeur, today‘s technology,
tomorrow‘s dream.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very
deep properties close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and
customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center
Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like
retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the
many appointments included in this gem.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY JUNIOR DEFENDERS…Senior quarterback Kim Wenson, with football, finds herself being hemmed
in by junior defenders as she nears the goal during the Raider Powder Puff Game last Wednesday.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A GREAT SNAG…Junior Becca Kreyer, center, makes a leaping
catch during the Raider Powder Puff Game on Saturday.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUCCESSFUL VOLLEYBALL SEASON…The Raider girls’ volleyball team
had a very competitive and successful volleyball season to finish with a 15-8
record.


