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Devil Juniors Foil Seniors, 8-0,
In Powder Puff Football Game

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turkey Day Games
On Endangered List?

For those of a certain age, the
Thanksgiving Day football game is
the culmination of the season, one
that starts in the heat of August and
ends in the chill of late November. It’s
a day for meeting old classmates, old
friends. Big crowds and lots of cof-
fee/Dr. Pepper for those hangovers.
And it’s usually a way to win brag-
ging rights from playing your biggest
rival.

But change is in the air.
The proponents of having the state

football playoffs play down to a single
champion in each of the state’s group-
ings are making noise, and they’re
getting louder and louder. It seems
only a matter of time until New Jersey
joins states like Pennsylvania and
Ohio (and just about every other state)
and plays down to single champs.

The biggest obstacle: Thanksgiv-
ing Day games and the “old schoolers”
who want to see them continue. That
was the view in last week in the
Asbury Park Press, The Record of
Hackensack and the Philadelphia In-
quirer.

The Press article proposed the fol-
lowing: a nine-game regular season
that starts on Sept. 4-5 and, with no
bye week, ends on Oct. 30-31 (as it
does in Pennsylvania and Ohio). The
playoffs would start the following
weekend. The sectional finals would
be the weekend before Thanksgiv-
ing, with the four sectional champi-
ons playing in the Group semifinals
on Thanksgiving weekend, and the
survivors meeting to decide the four
Group champions on Dec. 4-5, the
weekend New Jersey currently crowns
16 public school sectional champi-
ons.

This plan works in other states,
where Thanksgiving games have gone
the way of vinyl records and athletes
wearing white socks. Some parts of
Pennsylvania still have Thanksgiv-
ing Day games, which causes prob-
lems if one of the teams is also still
alive in the PIAA playoffs. That was
the case for both Pottsgrove and
Easton last week, who both had big
rivalry games on Thanksgiving, and
then had to come back 48 hours later
for playoff games.

Pottsgrove played its jayvees in a
rout of crosstown St. Pius X, while
Easton went all-out to beat
Phillipsburg. In Saturday’s PIAA state
semifinals both Pottsgrove (28-21 in

Devils of the Week
Pat Gray, Hugo Nolasco

Football

overtime) and Easton (21-14) won
their playoff games.

Up in Bergen County – where ex-
Ridge coach “Run It Up” Tony
Mottola’s Demarest squad was get-
ting whacked 43-14 by Old Tappan –
Ramsey held out its varsity players
for this weekend’s sectional final and
used its jayvees in a 35-7 Turkey Day
loss to Mahwah. That’s quite a
memory for the seniors on those
squads.

Both the Inquirer and Record noted
“old school” people who want to
maintain the Thanksgiving Day games
at the expense of “progress.” And the
Inquirer used Pottsgrove as its ex-
ample. A better example might’ve
been the Easton-P’burg game, where
both teams have made it perfectly
clear to everyone that they would
much rather win on Thanksgiving
morning than win a state or sectional
title.

With 103 meetings (starting in
1906), Easton-P’burg is one of many
great N.J. Turkey Day rivalries.
Millville-Vineland is the granddaddy
of them all, having played 138 times
since 1893, followed by Burlington
City-Palmyra (106, 1909), Plainfield-
WHS (105, 1900) and Haddon
Heights-Haddonfield (101, 1902).
And Salem-Woodstown will reach
100 next fall.

It seems to boil down to this: either
play down to a single champion in
each group, a total of four, or con-
tinue with the Thanksgiving Day
games and continue having 16 sec-
tional winners called “state champs.”

My first memory of high school
football was my dad taking me to a
Red Bank vs. Long Branch game in
the mid-1950s. I still remember the
Long Branch Green Wave’s backfield:
Reeves, Britton, Graziano and
Ippolito ... and the humongous crowd.
Since we moved to Westfield a couple
years later, all but a handful of the
past 50 Thanksgiving mornings have
been spent at either Kehler Stadium
or Hub Stine Field. Would I trade the
memories of those Thanksgiving
mornings in exchange for statewide
football playoffs down to single Group
champions? Never! Not now. Not ever.

But, while this old-school guy
would prefer to see WHS, and all the
rest of the state’s great rivalries, con-
tinue to be played on Thanksgiving
mornings forever and ever – and how
weird would it be to drive past an
empty Kehler Stadium on Thanks-
giving morning? – that doesn’t mean
single group champions won’t be hap-
pening in the very near future.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Another talented WHS senior class

has played its last game, but this
group leaves behind a special legacy.
They came in as freshmen in the fall
of 2006, when Jim DeSarno took
over as the head coach. In those four
years, WHS has a 28-14 record, in-
cluding 3-1 against SP-F, Union and
Plainfield, and twice earned trips to

the sectional semifinals.
Returning next fall to continue the

tradition will be fullback/linebacker
A.J. Murray, quarterback Dan Kerr,
defensive ends Nick Matthews and
Garrett Pryor and a group that’s won
a ton of games on the freshman and
jayvee levels, guys like Pat Bergin,
Nick Calello, Craig Callahan, Jesse
DeMartino, Brendan Dugan, Ryan
Elliott, Spencer Goldin, Alex Gor-
don, Jon Gribbin, Mike LaFace, John
Lanzano, Chris Mannino, Tony
Mastrocola, James McCrea, Alex
McHugh, Nathan Mitchell, Pete Ondi,
James O’Rourke, Mike Stravach and
Mitch Young, among others.

PAUL JACKSON FUND
The Paul Jackson Fund is hosting

an open house on Saturday, Dec. 5, 2-
5 p.m., at its 223 Elmer Street office.
This is an opportunity for people to
come and learn more about the PJF
and to meet the board of directors and
many members of Paul’s family. Or
just to remember a wonderful young
man.

Paul Jackson (WHS, ’79) was an
outstanding football player who was
“sidelined” early in life by cancer and
then battled through pneumonia,
chemo treatments and assorted op-
erations. But even wheelchair-bound,
he never stopped working with the
Paul Jackson Fund, of which he was
the president.

The PJF is a non-profit foundation
that assists individuals and families
faced with a financial crisis due to
catastrophic illness or disability. Hun-
dreds of families in the tri-state area
have been helped by the fund, which
was originally established in 1991 by
Paul’s friends to aid him in his own
painful and costly rehabilitation fol-
lowing spinal cord surgery.

Paul, a lifelong volunteer and ad-
vocate for the disadvantaged, passed
away at age 47 this past Feb. 22, but
what he started is being continued by
family and friends via his Paul Jack-
son Fund.

“What Paul did was change lives,”
said Mary Deduck (’75), his sister.
“He saved people from utter despair
when their worlds were crashing in
… when people have exhausted ev-
ery other possibility or charity, they
turn to the Paul Jackson Fund.”

For more information, please con-
tact the Paul Jackson Fund at (908)
233-6110.

SOCCER UPDATES
The WHS girls soccer team, de-

spite 18 county, nine sectional and
two state titles, has surprisingly never
finished a season unbeaten. Before
this fall’s near miss at a loss-free
season, the girls had six seasons with
just one loss – 1983, ’87, ’88, ’89, ’94
and ’95.

With a 30-year record of 490 wins,
107 losses and 38 ties, and a ton of
offensive firepower returning, WHS
should reach the 500-victory plateau
next October.

This year’s team finished the sea-

son ranked No. 11 nationally in the
ESPN Rise Fab 50. Lenape was No.
4, and ’08 national champion
Pennington School was No. 5.

The boys team finished 15-4-2 and
has 588 wins, 219 losses and 101 ties
after 47 years. Victory No. 12 next
fall will put the team in the “600
Club.”

IN THE GENES
The roster of the 2009 Pingry

School girls soccer team included
defenders Becky Krakora and Maggie
Morash. Becky, a senior, is the daugh-
ter of Joe Krakora, a WHS (’71) ten-
nis-soccer player who lives in Scotch
Plains; Maggie, a sophomore, is the
daughter of Dan Morash, a WHS (’74)
footballer-wrestler who lives in
Bernardsville.

SWIMMING UPDATE
The WHS boys and girls teams

host Mountain Lakes tomorrow, 2:30
p.m., in a showdown of state powers
at the Y’s Wallace Pool. The teams
swept the Public A and B boys and
girls titles in 2008, and both boys
teams won again in 2009.

The pre-Christmas schedule also
includes another pair of tough double
duals at Wallace Pool, on Thursday,
Dec. 17, (2:30 p.m.), against
Bridgewater-Raritan and Saturday,
Dec. 19, (7 p.m.), against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. The Raiders boys
are among the Public B co-favorites,
with Mountain Lakes and
Haddonfield.

COLLEGE UDPATE
The Williams College women’s

soccer team lost 1-0 to the College of
New Jersey on Nov. 21 in the third
round of the NCAA Division 3 Tour-
nament. It was the final game in the
All-America career of Lauren
Sinnenberg (WHS, ’06). The Ephs
were 55-3-1 during her three years as
the goalie.

Former SP-F star Bryan Dougher
is still filling the net, scoring 25 as
Stony Brook (N.Y.) defeated N.J. Tech
on Saturday night.

TOP ATHLETES VOTING
Voting for WHS’s Best Athletes of

Each Decade (’60s, ’70s, ’80s, ’90s,
’00s) continues for two more weeks,
until Dec. 17. Through Sunday, more
than 300 votes had been e-mailed!
Vote for one athlete in a decade, or
pick a best athlete – male and/or fe-
male – for each of the decades. But
keep ’em coming to bj1019@aol.com.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winners of a free sub,

from Mike, the new owner at Westfield
Subs (261 South Avenue East), are
Pat Gray and Hugo Nolasco. The
senior wide receivers each finished
the football season with 32 catches,
breaking the two-year-old school
record of 30 set by Chris Sheehan.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

yard gain, the juniors attempted two
straight flea flickers, both of which
fell harmlessly to the ground. A con-
ventional pass attempt fell incom-
plete and the seniors took over at their
own 45.

Christie DiIorio made runs of 23
and five yards, respectively, and
Cummings added an 18-yard run and
completed a four-yard pass to
Markowski, but a key flag (tackle)
from junior Christina Gaglione and
batted-down passes by Krista Embrett
and Jamine Goodwin stalled the drive
with seconds remaining in the half.
Kronick provided the seniors with an
omen of things to come with a 45-
yard sweep down the right sideline to
the senior 25 as time ran out.

The juniors got the first possession
of the second half and chewed up the
clock until Kronick scored. During
that drive, Gold gained short yardage
on a keeper then added an 18-yard
pass completion to Kronick. A Gold-
to-Ponce-to-Costello double reverse
yielded an 11-yard gain. Gold split
off-tackle for 10 yards before being
flagged by senior DiIorio. Ponce
added an eight-yard run, and Madi-

son Mone had a reception that set up
Kronick’s touchdown.

Cummings made runs of seven and
nine yards, and Markowski bashed
through the middle for 13 yards be-
fore adding a 29-yard sweep and a
six-yard bash that gave the seniors a
first-and-goal at the juniors’ one-yard
line. The juniors’ defense held! The
seniors’ defense returned the favor by
stuffing the juniors’ offense on four
plays. With 42 seconds remaining,
and the ball on the juniors’ five-yard
line, the seniors managed to run two
more plays. The juniors held! Time
ran out!
Juniors 0 0 8 0 8
Seniors 0 0 0 0 0
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Homebuyer Tax Credit
Opportunity is Knocking

*Certain income, purchase price limits, and primary resident rules may apply.

• Extended until April 30, 2010,

 close by June 30, 2010.

• Expanded to include buyers

 who have owned their current 

 home at least 5 years;  

 eligible for tax credit of up to

$6,500*.

• Continues to apply to fi rst-

time homebuyers or anyone

 who hasn’t owned a home in

 the last three years; eligible

 for tax credit of up to

 $8,000*.

Follow us on Twitter @ cbwestfield
Become a fan on Facebook @ Coldwell Banker Westfield NJ

CRANFORD $249,900
NEW LISTING! A favorite floorplan w/dining room!
Elevator serviced; courtyard & Claremont views. Divinely
professional décor. Minutes to all.
MLS: 2727556 908-233-0065

FANWOOD $529,900
Spacious Colonial w/4BR 2.5BA close to town/train. Great
for commuters! Grand Dining Room perfect for
entertaining. Hwd floors thruout.
MLS: 2718520 908-233-0065

FANWOOD $1,295,000
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a registered Bread
& Breakfast in historic Fanwood. Great location. Totally in
renovated 2002.
MLS: 2705128 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $995,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION! 10 rm custom Col. located in
new 5 lot subdivn on pvt culdesac, 5BR  5BA, ready for
immediate occupancy. All amenities. Others to be built.
MLS: 2728510 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $475,000
Sunny townhm 1 block from town. Close to commuter
trans. Lovely interior, LR w/fplc, EIK, Mstr w/Fbth & Wi-
clst. DIR: E Broad to Prospect.
MLS: 2689847 908-233-0065

CLARK $449,000
138 Hart St. Fab open flr plan w/many upgrds & renovatns
thruout. Gorgeous 1st flr FR w/fplc & sliders to deck.
DIR: Broadway/Lincoln/Hart.
MLS: 2719062 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $767,000
Stunning & spacious home in great condition. Lots of updates
include newer Kitchen, baths, windows, heat & CAC. 1st
flr fam room w/ vaulted ceiling.

MLS: 2712513 908-233-0065

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 12/6 1-4PM  138 Hort Street

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 12/6 1-4PM  224 Prospect Street

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Bonard, Young Spark
Montclair in Hoops

MONTCLAIR – Junior guard Tom
Bonard of Westfield scored 15 points
and Sean Young of Scotch Plains buck-
eted 10 to lead the 3-0 Montclair State
men’s basketball team to an 80-39 vic-
tory over Berkeley College at the Panzer
Athletic Center on November 24.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INCOMPLETE PASS…A pass intended for junior Sam Costello, left, falls short
as a senior defender attempts to get to it in the Powder Puff Game on November
25. The juniors defeated the seniors, 8-0.
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509 COLONIAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD $819,900
This Circa 1910 Folk Victorian home is filled with charm & vintage details
thru-out including parquet floors and box beamed ceilings. Gracious entry
Foyer; Living room w/ fireplace and built-in bookcases; formal Dining Room;
Kitchen w/granite countertops & stainless steel appliances opens to a sunny
breakfast area & a spacious Family Room. On the second and third floors are
five airy bedrooms, a sunlit office, and two newer full baths. The partially
finished basement offers a recreation room. Located in the lovely “Gardens
Section” of Westfield, w/ multi-zoned heat & central air; covered front porch,
1 car detached garage, oversized deck and patio, this unique and very special
home is one you won’t want to miss!

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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54 Mohawk Trail, Westfield $1,375,000

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

Fabulous 1 1/2 year young 5 BR; 5.5 BA custom Colonial nestled on a 1/3 acre
of property offers spacious floor plan. Wonderfully appointed thru out including
beautiful millwork; 2-story Foyer leading to a Liv Rm; FDR w/ butlers pantry &
wet bar; EIK w/granite counters & wonderful walk in Pantry; Fam Rm w/fplc;
uniquely architected sun rm. & attached garage leading to Mud Rm. The second
floor boasts 4 Bedrooms including a large Master Suite w/full bath, fplc., and
his/her walk in closets.  The 3rd floor offers a retreat to an additional Bedroom
w/full bath.  All this, plus a newly finished basement with Rec Rm, Office, full
bath and walk out to large, level fenced backyard. Easy Commute to NYC!


