
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 3, 2009 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 11-14

KRONICK SCORES 8-YARD TOUCHDOWN, KICKS ‘PAT’

Devil Juniors Foil Seniors, 8-0,
In Powder Puff Football Game

KERR HITS GRAY, HELFAND FOR TDs; ONDI, ‘AJ’ TDs

Blue Devil Footballers ‘Feast’
On Plainfield Cardinals, 26-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quality football has been on the
rise the past few years in the annual
Westfield High School Powder Puff
football game. The reason has been
due to the junior and senior girls
grasping a better understanding of
the game of football.

The junior girls mixed a variety of

basic running plays with double re-
verses, timely conventional pass plays
and flea flickers to outmaneuver the

equally talented senior girls, 8-0, at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
November 25.

Junior wide receiver Hannah
Kronick received a handoff from run-
ning back Katie Ponce, who took a
handoff from quarterback Gabby
Gold, and swept around the right side
for an eight-yard touchdown with 1:17
left in the third quarter. With Sam

Costello holding, Kronick also booted
the two-point conversion (PAT)
through the uprights,

Prior to the clash of the grade lev-
els, senior Head Coach Mike Sheehan
and junior Head Coach Jesse
DiMartino knew that there was a
wealth of talent on both sides and that
the game would be a close one.

“We have Lacy Cummings at run-
ning back. She’s a hard runner. Very
fast! Very fast! We have a Wildcat
offense coming. I don’t think the jun-

iors are ready for it,” said
Sheehan, who indicated the
Jamie Bornstein and Amanda
Markowski would share the
quarterbacking responsibili-
ties. “We don’t have many
pass plays, but the pass plays
we have, I think, will do some
damage. I think it’s going to
be a tough game, but I think
we are going to come out on
top.”

“We have a lot of soccer
girls and track girls. We have
Katie Ponce at running back,
Gabby Gold at quarterback,
and the wide receivers are
Danielle Miller, Sam Costello
and Hannah Kronick. [Also],
at running back, we have
Ashley Edwards,” said
DiMartino, who added. “I
think it’s going to possibly be
a low scoring game. I think it’s
going to be in the seven [points]
to 14 [points] range. We are
going to have 50 percent pass-
ing, 50 percent rushing.”

The seniors got the ball
first but were hampered by a
holding call and forced to
punt. Soccer goalie Meg

Brody punted to the junior 35-yard
line. After Ponce hooked left for a 20-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Resilience from a disappointing
loss to Phillipsburg took only five
days, as the Westfield High School
football team feasted on the Cardi-
nals of Plainfield, 26-6, in the Annual
Thanksgiving Day Classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on No-
vember 26.

The game marked the 105th meet-
ing between the two teams, and the
66th time they have met on Thanks-
giving. The 8-3 Blue Devils, who
now hold a 54-44-7 edge over the
Cardinals, also captured the Watchung

Conference Division crown in the
process, the first time since 2002.

“Our coaches maybe took it a little
harder than the players did,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said
of the loss to P-burg. “They bounced
right back. It showed. We had a good
half-week of practice. Preparation
went well. They came out firing.”

Due to a strong defensive effort by
the Cardinals against the run, Blue
Devil junior quarterback Danny Kerr
did come out firing and used five dif-
ferent receivers to complete 12 of 16
pass attempts for 104 yards, including
an 11-yard touchdown (TD) to Pat
Gray, in the first half. Kerr was 3-for-
3 for 33 yards, including an eight-yard
TD to Aiden Scanlon, in the third
quarter before coach DeSarno brought
in the backup offense.

“Plainfield played very good de-

fense,” coach DeSarno said. “We had
trouble running the ball. It was nice to
get out there and throw it around a
little bit. I like the fact that Danny did
a good job of spreading the ball
around.”

The Blue Devils’ defense stopped
the 2-8 Cardinals in their tracks, per-
mitting just 19 rushing yards and
minus one yard passing in the first
half. Defensive linemen Willie
Johnson, Brandon Dietz, Garrett
Pryor and Nick Matthews stuffed the
Cardinals for the kill.

“I feel that our team was one of the
best teams around here. All I think
about is football, and I want to do
well against anyone I ever play,”
Johnson said after the game.

“I felt we had to win this game. It
was tough coming out of last week
and getting killed by P-burg. It was
important to win it and win it with a

PRESTRIDGE SCORES TD, WENSON GRABS TWO INTS

Raider Seniors Stop Juniors
In ‘Powder Puff’ Game, 6-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Friendly competition with a pur-
pose resulted in a 6-0 senior girls
victory over the juniors in the annual
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Powder Puff Football Game spon-
sored by DECA in Scotch Plains on
November 28. The purpose was to
raise money for the You Can Go Home
Foundation sponsored by Richie
Sambora of Bon Jovi, and the result
was a $1,500 collection.

“There was a girl in Woodbridge
Township who was diagnosed with
cancer 18 months ago. She has been
through rehab and surgery. After the
surgery, she doesn’t have the same
key facilities that she had, so all the
monies raised go directly to her be-
half, so she can come home from the
rehab center,” Margery Fitzgibbons,
the advisor at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
DECA, explained.

The senior and junior girls had an
additional purpose, and that was to
win the two-hand touch football game
to garner bragging rights. Prior to the
game, both coaches assessed their
team’s chances.

“We definitely have a good amount
of skill on the offense. They are going
to be versatile enough to run and
pass,” senior coach Dave Kreps said.
“We have Kim Wenson as our return-
ing quarterback. She has a really good
arm. She did a really good job last
year. We have Nicole Ostrowski. She’s
a very good running back. She’s re-
ally fast. We have Devon Daly and
Ally Prestridge as wide receivers. We
also will keep rotating people in the

mix. It’s going to be a good game, but
I think ultimately we are going to
come out on top.”

Junior coach Kyle Berwick said,
“Our quarterback is Evie Klotz, as
well as Joel Pisaro. Wide receivers
are Camille Handy, Micky Bernardo,
Ali Pearl and Aysia Peterson. We al-
ways try to get the upper hand on the
seniors because they older than us.
We are going to try to win it.”

After both teams were mired in a
defensive trench warfare struggle,

senior running back/wide receiver
Prestridge followed a horde of great
blockers around the right end to score
a six-yard touchdown with 4:25 on
the clock in the fourth quarter, cap-
ping a 10-play, 62-yard drive.

Wenson, who also played safety on
defense, set up the drive with her
second interception of the game. Then
on offense, she wisely used the run-
ning talents of Ostrowski, Daly and
Sarah Canfield, and the pass-catch-
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker to Collect Toys for Children’s Services
In keeping with the holiday season since 1987, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage’s Westfield office

is working on their 23rd annual toy drive.The children range in age from newborn to 18 years old.
Donations of new unwrapped toys (puzzles, games, coloring books, stuffed animals, etc.),

or gift cards for teenagers may be brought to:
Coldwell Banker

209 Central Avenue,Westfield
Individuals who are unable to come in with their toys may call:

908-233-5555 to arrange for them to be picked up.

The final date for toy collection is Saturday, December 12th.
All gifts collected will be distributed to the Family and Children’s Services in Elizabeth.

“We want every child to experience happiness especially during the holidays.”
~ Michael Scott, Manager of the Westfield Office.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE FIRST TOUCHDOWN…Wide receiver Pat Gray, No. 87, grabs a pass from quarterback Danny Kerr in
the end zone for the first touchdown against Plainfield. The Blue Devils defeated Plainfield, 26-6, on Thanksgiving Day.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEEPING AROUND THE RIGHT SIDE…Senior running back Lacy Cummings, left,
avoids being flagged by a junior defender as she sweeps around the right side in the annual
Powder Puff Game.


