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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Bibelot – A small object whose

value lies in its beauty or rarity
2. Pennach – A plume or bunch of

flowers
3. Insouciance – Gay; lighthearted
4. Titivate – To dress up

USSUK
1. The bearded seal
2. A Scottish grandfather or great grand-

father
3. A long-handled battle-ax
4. A large basket; a wicker basket for

carrying loads
CYNANCHE

1. A center of attraction; anything that
attracts attention

2. Canine; doglike
3. An inflammation of the throat or

windpipe causing difficulty in breathing
and swallowing

4. The constellation Ursa Minor
LIBIDINOUS

1. Self-absorbed, self-loving
2. Free spirited; open minded
3. Very lighthearted; overly cheerful
4. Lustful, lewd

SHELD
1. To gnaw or chew
2. Variegated or spotted
3. In the know; up to date
4. Shameful; corrupt

This Time of Year is Dangerous
For Drivers and Pedestrians

For nearly a decade, we have written about this.
Regrettably, during most of those years there were
tragedies. This time of year is particularly danger-
ous for drivers and pedestrians alike. The weather
changes comes upon us with snow, ice and rain
creating treacherous conditions – those that we
forget about during the rest of the year. It also gets
dark early in the day, impairing vision more than
we realize. We also have the holidays and Christ-
mas shopping, which can cause traffic back-ups.

Rush hour traffic seems to be greater than normal,
with congestion and even some road rage. Could it
be that we’re more in a hurry too? Cell phones seem
to be growing out of more drivers’ ears – this scares
us. Texting, Twitters, Tweeters and Twits have now
been added as distractions.

These circumstances converge, escalating the dan-
ger. There are numerous distractions for the pedes-
trian too. Remember, a 4,000-pound vehicle always
wins although perhaps legally in the wrong. With

this, the public can let their guard down, a low sense
of awareness sets in – and then tragedy occurs.

No matter how many laws are passed, how many
speed bumps are installed, or how many police are at
intersections, unless all of us realize the danger and
act accordingly, we will have further tragedies. We
must remember too, that out-of-town drivers and
pedestrians are passing through our area. They prob-
ably are not aware of the local situations and poten-
tial dangers to themselves or to others. You cannot
assume that they are aware.

As a driver, please be fully aware that pedestrians
might enter the street from any location at any time
— and that you might not see them. As a pedestrian,
make sure before crossing that conditions are abso-
lutely safe. You might have the right of way, but you
could be dead wrong.

In this joyous season, have a Happy Hanukkah
and Merry Christmas. Please be safe and care for
others.

Ray Bailey is ‘Perhaps Westfield’s
Best Athlete Ever’

(Continued)…baseball team.
Editor’s Note: Portions of the continu-

ation of the story were illegible, and the
following words are what could be deci-
phered.

According to baseball coach John Lay,
… the youth, a lanky but well coordinated
boy who was Westfield High’s top bas-
ketball scorer, seemed destined…to go to
college on an athletic scholarship.

Mr. Lay said at least six different col-
leges had shown interest in Bailey... “He
was a tremendous rebounder, extremely
quick for his …and was just reaching his
full potential.”

The varsity center, Raymond scored
212 points last year and [led] his team to
a 24-3 record and the school’s first cham-
pionship in the Union County Scholastic
Basketball Tournament….

He was described by teachers at
Westfield High, where he would have
entered the senior class, as a “very quiet
and personable boy and an outstanding
student.”

The following article appeared in the September 10, 1959, edition of The
Westfield Leader.

Normally my letters to the editor are
politically oriented. However, Bruce
Johnson’s contest in his Devil’s Den col-
umn to vote for the best athletes of each
decade since the 1960’s rekindled memo-
ries of the tragedy surrounding Ray Bailey
– perhaps Westfield’s best athlete ever!

Ray was a classmate and good friend of
mine and because of his height we nick-
named him “Peanut”. When I last saw
Ray at the end of our junior year he was at
least 6’ 7”, but I was away that summer
before our senior year and don’t know if
he had grown even taller.

Ray’s first real exposure to organized
basketball came in his sophomore year at
Westfield High School (WHS) on the JV
team. He was maybe 6’ 4” or 5” then and
strictly a diamond in the rough prospect.
Ray had a wiry build, but had huge, im-
mensely strong hands, great eye-hand
coordination and was tenacious. By the
end of that season, and with his offensive
skills still very unpolished, he was brought
up to a very good varsity team on the
strength of his defense and rebounding.

In his junior season (1958/59), now
about 6’ 7” tall, still growing and improv-
ing by leaps and bounds, Ray was a start-
ing forward on what is arguably
Westfield’s best-ever team. Even with a
good center in 6’ 6” senior Robin Haines,
Ray dominated defensively in the paint
and owned the backboards. By the end of

the season he had improved his skills so
much that many considered him the team’s
MVP. Those who saw his almost unbe-
lievable improvement over his first two
years could not wait for what could have
been an absolutely monster senior year.
There was no question that he had major
college talent written all over him, and
with further polishing of his offensive
skills he could be NBA bound.

As good as his pro potential was in
basketball, he may have been even better
in baseball. How many 16-year-old kids
can hit a baseball over 400 feet? Ray did
it with seeming regularity. Once, playing
at the main Tamaques diamond, Ray hit a
shot that almost carried the third base foul
line on the softball diamond beyond left
field! Check it out. It is the same distance
today as it was back then and it had to be
close to 450 feet!

[Would he have gone] pro basketball
or pro baseball or both? We will never
know. Unfortunately, just before the start
of his senior year, Ray’s mentally ill
mother stabbed him to death in his sleep
because she thought that a few scratches
on his leg meant he had terminal cancer
and she wanted to save him from a horri-
bly painful death.

Although he never made it to his 1960
graduation, Ray will always be one of us.

Bruce Baker
Westfield

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Invitation for Freeholder Mirabella to
See Westfield Community Players

Database of Political Campaign
Contributors ‘Is a Great Resource’

Garwood, Small Town
With Big Heart

Supports Police, Fire
And First Aid Squad
On Sunday November 22, the Borough

of Garwood held its Annual Thanksgiv-
ing Ecumenical Service at the Church of
St. Anne. Presiding at the service were
Reverend Kenneth Hess, pastor of St.
Paul’s United Church of Christ; Rever-
end Gary Wetzel, pastor of Garwood Pres-
byterian Church, and Reverend Richard
Villanova, pastor of St. Anne’s Catholic
Church.

The focus of this year’s service was
giving thanks for and conferring bless-
ings on the Garwood First Aid Squad, the
fire department and police department.

St. Anne’s was filled with the beautiful
strains of the Ecumenical Choir, and Can-
tor John Sclafani, under the direction of
Alison Nead, and accompanied by Patricia
Woolley.

Members of the three churches greeted
the vast assembly at the doors. Reverend
Hess spoke of “gratitude.”

Garwood is truly “a small town with a
big heart.” We have so much to be thank-
ful for.

Eileen Kufta
St. Anne’s Church

Garwood

Nation Needs to ‘Go All
Out’ to Reduce Debt to
Return to Prosperity
In my lifetime, in every presidential,

senatorial and congressional contest that
I have watched, there have been men and
women that have promised that if elected,
they would reduce or eliminate this
nation’s debt. They would claim that they
were deficit hawks. They would claim
that they understood the threat the grow-
ing deficit represented to this country.
They would claim that this nation’s debt
was unsustainable. They would claim that
they would “fix it” if they were put in
office. When these men and women have
been elected, and secured in their posi-
tions, however, they have done nothing.
Nothing, but grow government and spend
insanely like drug addicts and alcoholics.

With news recently that the national
debt has grown to $12 trillion and count-
ing, and with more spending making its
way into the light, the question becomes
the following: how is this nation going to
pay it off? How can it do so? For answers,
this nation has to turn back the clock, back
to a time when a politician succeeded in
paying off this nation’s national debt. The
politician’s name was Andrew “Old
Hickory” Jackson. This is how he did it:
he eliminated the United States Central
Bank. At the time, the move was contro-
versial and, by committing to such an
action, Jackson made enemies in the
nation’s capital and elsewhere. When he
succeeded, he paid down the debt with the
proceeds he received from the elimina-
tion of the bank. No president, no senator
or congressperson has ever repeated such
a feat. The reason this is so is because
politicians are obsessed with greed and
power and have a complicit press to cheer
them along. What better way to maintain
it all than raiding this nation’s treasury
and having the press cover it for you?

By reducing government and eliminat-
ing unconstitutional agencies, depart-
ments, bureaucracies, programs, regula-
tions and other involvements is the only
way that this nation can reduce and elimi-
nate its debt. There will be some that will
claim that this should be done step-by-
step or piece-by-piece. To that I say that
it cannot. A scalpel will not do here. What
is needed here are a sword, a machete, a
chainsaw and an axe. By going all out we
can return this nation back to fiscal sol-
vency and bring back prosperity to the
United States and to its people.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

In Freeholder Mirabella’s laudable col-
umn on Nov 26 about the Community
Theaters in Union County, he overlooked
one theater that is bringing live perfor-
mances to audiences right here in
Westfield: Westfield Community Play-
ers. Westfield Community Players is cel-
ebrating its 75th season and offers an
enjoyable night out for just $20 in a pleas-
ant, intimate theater right on North Av-
enue.

Our own family started volunteering at
the theater a few years ago, providing us
a wonderful opportunity for both adults
and teenagers to work together, and yet

follow our own interests, on stage, back-
stage or off stage. We have found that
Westfield Community Players welcomes
volunteers for many interesting and use-
ful activities with both short- and more
regular-time commitments.

The second show of the season, the
comedy “Second Time Around,” by Henry
Denker is now in rehearsal and opens on
January 9. We invite Mr. Mirabella to call
us at (908) 232-1221 so he can see for
himself what a wonderful community
theater we have right here in Westfield.

Renate, Michael and Julia Bieber
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

They Are At It Again
In Trenton; Hold Your Nose

In an absurdly hypocritical move on Monday,
Assemblyman John McKeon (D-Essex) introduced
Bill A-4271 that would void current law that requires
a special election be held should a U.S. Senator from
New Jersey vacate office. The proposed bill would
instead require the governor to make a temporary
appointment when such a vacancy occurs in a New
Jersey U.S. Senate seat and that the appointee must
be a member of the same political party as the person
vacating the office since the beginning of that term.
The bill is now in the hands of the Assembly State
Government Committee.

This bill is clearly aimed to counter what the
public already knows – that U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J.) will never finish his term due to
his age. It would prevent the people from voting on
his replacement, as is currently the law. It seems the
state Democratic power bosses do not want to take
the chance that the public may be of a different mind
– as they did in ousting Governor Jon Corzine (D) in
favor of Governor-elect Chris Christie (R).

Of course, we cannot blame Asm. McKeon for
introducing this bill since Democratic power boss
Steven Adubato, Sr., of Newark “owns” him. Mr.
Adubato “owns” all other Democratic legislators in
North Jersey as well. The situation is no different in
South Jersey, where George Norcross “owns” all
Democratic legislators there. Cross either of them or

not heed their directives, and that legislator will
never see the light of day for the party line in the
primary for re-election next time around.

As reported in the press, Mr. McKeon said, “I
don’t look at this as partisan. I think it’s good
government” ...[the bill] “respects the will of the
people” by requiring the governor to choose a
replacement from the same party voters elected,
whichever party that is.

Well, Mr. McKeon, that bridge in Brooklyn has
been sold too many times for New Jerseyans to buy
your statement. You do not need to worry though as
the fix is in and your [Adubato and Norcross] bill will
be passed over the holidays and signed into law by
Governor Corzine before Governor-elect Christie
takes office in January to veto it.

Wouldn’t it be just the epitome of Jersey politics if
this proposed bill, along with strong-arming from
Democratic bosses Adubato and Norcross, force the
new governor to replace Frank Lautenberg with
former Senator Bob Torricelli. Remember when
Sen. Torricelli appeared to be a sure loser in the
General Election for Senate in 2002 because he
faced indictment, and he withdrew? Democrats dusted
off Frank Lautenberg as his replacement past the
statutory deadline.

It is hard to fathom all that happens in New Jersey
politics. There are no bounds to the absurdity.

The New Jersey Election Law Enforce-
ment Commission’s searchable database
of contributors to political campaigns is a
great resource for understanding the ill-
ness that is pay-to-play.

I recently looked up to see if law firms
chosen to provide “specialized legal ser-
vices” in Union County made the list.
They did.

I found Brownstein, Booth, & Barry
($60,115), DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick
($1,583,632.49), Garrubbo, Capece &
Millman ($5,000), Glickman & Ruderman
($39,955), LaCorte, Bundy, Varady
($6,675), Palumbo & Renaud ($12,110),
Schenck, Price, Smith & King ($14,800),
and Schwartz, Simon, Edelstein et. al.
($37,305). Incidentally those dollar fig-
ures are what they contributed to mostly
Democratic campaigns not what they
billed Union County taxpayers, which
was much higher even for DeCotiis,
Fitzpatrick, which billed the Union County
Improvement Authority alone over $6

million going back to 2004.
This money surely comes from taxpay-

ers. If lawyers did not have to pay bribes
to get work, they would be able to charge
less if they so chose. This system is a
cancer that makes effective government
impossible. As long as politicians need
that money to run their campaigns and
lawyers need to pay bribes to be consid-
ered, we will get only those comfortable
with this crooked game playing.

To be fair, some politicians are too
dumb to make the link. They delude them-
selves into believing the lawyers who
contribute to political campaigns are, re-
markably, the ones most qualified to pro-
vide “specialized legal services” for what-
ever happens to come up. The rest recog-
nize the cancer in their midst and allow it
to metastasize through either cowardice
or an inertia of convenience. Those are
the carriers of this disease.

John Bury
Kenilworth

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm


