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POLICE BLOTTER

Specifically, the mayor said the fo-
cus will be on the planned installation
of “mid-block” crosswalks on South
Avenue at the train station and across
from the Chelsea Residences, “to work
with the flow of new development.”

Plans are also in the works for
upgrading the “community sign
board” located at the train station.

Ms. Dolce said the Fanny Wood
Committee can offer $8,000 in “seed
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Fanwood Borough Council

Courtesy of Firefighter Brian Dunlop
HAWK’S SKY VIEW...Westfield firefighter Ben Corbin overlooks the town as he
helps free a hawk on Thanksgiving Day. Firefighters climbed to the top of the fire
department headquarters on North Avenue to rescue the hawk that became
trapped in the tower. The hawk found his way into the screened-off tower two days
earlier in a successful search for dinner of two pigeons that were also trapped.

Westfield Woman Faces 15 Years
For Aiding and Abetting Cop Killer

WESTFIELD – A Westfield woman
was charged last month with making false
statements to purchase a firearm for a
person who was prohibited from possess-
ing it, announced United States Attorney
Michael Levy.

Emily Joy Gross, 24, has been charged
with one count of making false state-
ments in connection with the purchase of
a firearm, and one count of aiding and
abetting a prohibited person to possess a
firearm.

According to news reports, Daniel
Autenrieth, 31, led police on a 40-mile
highway chase, from outside Easton, Pa.
to the Poconos, after Autenrieth kidnapped
his nine-year-old son at gunpoint from
the boy’s mother at her townhouse in
Nazareth, Pa. following an argument.
Autenrieth shot and killed Pennsylvania
State Trooper Joshua Miller, 34, and
wounded a second trooper with the pistol
allegedly purchased by Gross, police said.
Autenrieth was killed during a shooting

exchange with troopers who rescued the
child at the start of the gun battle.

The child’s mother reportedly had an
order of protection against Autenrieth.
Because of the order, Autenrieth was
prohibited from possessing a firearm.

The United States Attorney’s Office
for Eastern Pennsylvania alleges that on
May 29, Gross purchased a Taurus nine-
millimeter pistol and ammunition from a
store in Hamburg, Pa. Authorities said
Gross falsely stated that she was living at
an address in Pennsylvania when, in fact,
she was residing in Westfield.

In addition, Gross has been charged
with aiding and abetting the illegal pos-
session of the firearm by a person who
was prohibited from possessing any fire-
arm under federal law because he was
subject to a protection from abuse order.

If convicted, Gross could face a maxi-
mum possible sentence of 15 years of
imprisonment, three years of supervised
release and a $500,000 fine.

Garwood Mayor and Council Mull
Redevelopment of North Avenue

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Dennis McCarthy
and the borough council are considering
whether or not to declare both the north and
south sides of North Avenue near the
Cranford border as Areas in Need of Rede-
velopment.

At the November 24 borough council
meeting, planner Jason Kasler, who helped
the planning board craft the borough’s mas-
ter plan, told the governing body that while
the borough’s past redevelopment projects
took place when a developer approached
the borough, this process would have the
council craft a “redevelopment plan” and
then solicit proposals from developers.

He also said that while the developer
would procure the property from the current
owners, the developer would expect the
borough to be willing to invoke “eminent
domain” to seize the property, if needed, to
move forward with the development.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud told
the governing body to be “sure you know
what you’re getting into” before making a
decision. He cautioned the council that if it
declared the areas as “in need of redevelop-
ment” it would be obligated to move for-
ward with a plan and that it “can’t just sit and
see what happens.”

Mr. Kasler suggested that the borough
move forward with a preliminary study of
properties on either one or both sides of
North Avenue to determine if they meet the
criteria for a redevelopment area. The north
side of North Avenue includes 16 properties
and the south side includes six properties.

While members of the council asked
questions of Mr. Kasler, there was little
discussion and the council did not come to
a decision on the issue.

The council, however, did decide to send
a memo to the planning board directing it to
change the borough’s zoning ordinance to
comply with the recommendations of the
master plan. Several areas of the borough
that are currently zoned for two-family
homes will be changed to single-family
zones. Residents who own two-family
homes in those areas will have their prop-
erty become pre-existing, non-conforming
conditions and will have one year to receive
a free certificate from the borough certify-
ing the legality. While residents will be able
to receive certificates after the one-year

period, they will have to pay a $400 fee.
In other business, Heather Legg was

appointed to fill an unexpired term on the
board of health through the end of the year.

Council President Keith Sluka announced
that the Garwood Christmas Tree lighting is
set for Saturday, December 5, at 4 p.m.

her bread “is the original” and “is still
intact and restorable.” The Frazee
House group will next need to con-
sider whether or not that part of the
house should be the focal point of a
restored facility and, if so, what should
be done with the remainder of the
two-story building.

The house sits adjacent to five acres
of land owned by the Scotch Plains
Municipal Government, which hopes
to develop it into a passive park with
a community garden in one section.
Mr. Hiatt told The Times his group
has a “good relationship” with the
township government and that Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool is “very
interested in what we’re doing.”

Several fundraisers are in the works,
with one set to be held last night at the
Seng Couture dress shop on South
Avenue in Fanwood and another —
centered around a spelling bee for
adults using colonial era vocabulary
words — tentatively set for January
29.  In addition, the group is selling
commemorative bricks for a planned
walkway on the property, and infor-
mation about the sale is available at
the group’s website, frazeehouse.org.
Also, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
is working with elementary-school
leaders to create a Frazee House-
focused awareness project involving
the district’s third-grade students.
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Frazee House Renovation

called him into his office after the
meeting and told him that he agreed
with what Mr. LaPorta was request-
ing, but that it was the wrong time to
do it.

“He was quite a gentleman. He was
very relaxed, and we had a very nice
conversation,” Mr. LaPorta said. He
also recalled when he received a call
a few weeks after 9/11 from Mr.
Boothe, who remembered that the
former councilman worked a few
blocks from the Twin Towers and
wanted to make sure Mr. LaPorta was
unharmed.

“I thought that was a nice gesture,”
Mr. LaPorta said.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick,
Westfield municipal Republican
chairman, described Mr. Boothe as
“a true public servant. “He was the
real deal,” he said.

“Most people serving in govern-
ment would hope to be as pure as he
was,” Mr. Bramnick said.

He said Mr. Boothe was “the es-
sence” of what a public servant is
supposed to embody. Noting Mr.
Boothe’s intellect as well as his
knowledge of government, he said
Mr. Boothe “would have [likely] con-
tributed to the [United States] Con-
stitution if he was around in the
1700s.”

Current Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
said Mayor Boothe “always based his
decisions on what was best for
Westfield.”

“Westfield has lost a great states-
man in the passing of Mayor Bud
Boothe,” Mayor Skibitsky said. “I
guess I would call him a Renaissance
man… He was always learning and
always teaching” to others of his in-
terests in government and history.

Mr. Sullivan served as a council-
man under Mayor Boothe in 1995
and 1996. “He was a much better
mayor than he was a politician,” he
said.

“He didn’t use the office of mayor
for political gain,” Mr. Sullivan told
The Times. “He didn’t care if some-
one was a Democrat or a Republican,
as long as they had what was best for
Westfield at heart.”

He noted Mr. Boothe’s strides to
create a special improvement district,
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Mayor Bud Boothe

Westfield
Sunday, November 22, Christopher

Ferreira, 26, of Kenilworth was ar-
rested on a Union traffic warrant in
the amount of $364 after a motor
vehicle stop at East South Avenue and
Livingston Street. He was released
after posting bail.

Monday, November 23, Georgie A.
Kiely, 35, of Summit was arrested on
an outstanding Clifton warrant in the
amount of $53 after a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Mountain and
Lawrence Avenues. He was released
on his own recognizance.

Monday, November 23, Harry Noel-
Jeune, 20, of Union was arrested at
Union police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield warrant in the
amount of $116. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, November 25, a resi-
dent of the 500 block of Summit Av-
enue reported the theft of the hood
ornament from his automobile. Some-
one unknown seemingly pulled the
ornament off the vehicle.

Wednesday, November 25,
Mustanser Khan, 18, of Linden was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
on the 600 block of North Avenue.
Khan allegedly concealed $231.95
worth of merchandise before leaving
an establishment without paying. He
was issued a summons and a court
date was set for today.

Wednesday, November 25, Patrick
W. Hughes, 20, of New Brunswick
was arrested on multiple outstanding
warrants pursuant to an investigation
on the 200 block of Sunset Avenue.
They included a Highland Park crimi-
nal warrant in the amount of $304; a
New Brunswick traffic warrant in the
amount of $500, and three traffic war-
rants in the amount of $403 and one
criminal warrant in the amount of
$500 from Westfield. Hughes was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Wednesday, November 25, Ralph
N. Rotondo, 18, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant in the amount of $99
pursuant to an investigation in a mu-
nicipal parking lot off of Central Av-
enue. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, November 27, Ashley Rob-
erts, 23, of Edison and Nakisha
Fontenot of South Amboy were ar-
rested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue in Garwood. Each of
the women was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Saturday, November 28, Mitchell
Dornfeld, 18, of Westfield was ar-
rested at a Central Avenue liquor store
and charged with an unlawful attempt
to have another person purchase alco-
hol after he allegedly asked an under-
cover police officer to buy the alcohol
for him. He was processed and re-
leased with a summons.

Saturday, November 28, police re-
ceived a report concerning identity
theft on the 600 block of Boulevard.
Someone unknown accessed all of the
victim’s personal information, includ-
ing his credit accounts. The suspect
has been charging items from various
locations to the victim’s account.

Saturday, November 28, Michael
Solomon, 32, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 300 block of East South
Avenue on an active Newark warrant
in the amount of $250.

Sunday, November 29, Edward J.
Doherty, Jr., 27, of Highlands was
turned over to Westfield authorities
by the Garwood Police Department,
after that agency arrested him on a
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount
of $170. He was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Sunday, November 29, Bridget
Nash, 28, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop near
the intersection of Lamberts Mill and
Dorian Roads. She was processed and
released to a responsible individual.

Sunday, November 29, Jonathon
Connor, 21, of Westfield was arrested
on the 800 block of Sherbrooke Drive
on charges of aggravated assault on a
police officer and resisting arrest. Connor
allegedly punched the officer several
times as police attempted to arrest him.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and turned over
to the Union County jail after he was
unable to post $3,500 bail.

Sunday, November 29, Peter Clark,
19, of East Falmouth, Mass. was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
cocaine after a motor vehicle stop
near the 300 block of West South
Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Sunday, November 29, Jimmy
Davis, 39, of Plainfield was arrested
near the 300 block of West South
Avenue on multiple contempt of court
warrants. They included warrants from
Elizabeth, in the amount of $380;
Woodbridge, $350; Newark, $300, and
Piscataway, $106. Davis was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters and processed. Unable to post
bail, he was turned over to the Eliza-
beth Police Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 24, Robert L.

Pratt, 48, of East Orange was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on a
no-bail warrant out of Essex County.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released to the Essex County Correc-
tions Department.

Wednesday, November 25, Rachel

M. Urban, 19, of Bridgewater was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop for allegedly driving with a sus-
pended license. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Wednesday, November 25, a van
was reported stolen from the parking
lot of a business on Route 22, where it
was being parked temporarily. Ac-
cording to police, the victim has given
police the identity of an individual
who might have removed the van and
also illegally dumped debris in the lot
where the van was parked.

Thursday, November 26, Matthew
J. Schwartz, 26, of Linden was ar-
rested after police responded to a ver-
bal dispute, at which time it was dis-
covered there was an outstanding war-
rant for him out of Cranford in the
amount of $605. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Thursday, November 26, Luis E.
Montero Arcenta, 39, of Irvington was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop for allegedly driving without a
license. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Thursday, November 26, Wilfredo
M. Turcios, 46, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested for driving under the influence
(DUI) after police responded to a call
regarding an erratic driver on Route
22. According to police, Turcios was
administered multiple sobriety tests
at the scene, which he failed. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was given a breath test,
which authorities confirmed he also
failed.

Friday, November 27, a resident
came in to police headquarters to re-
port that her former friend and family
member had been using her company
tax identification number to purchase
products without her authorization.

Saturday, November 28, Juan M.
Vilchez, 24, of Jersey City was ar-
rested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license following a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22, West. He
was processed and released at the
scene.

Fanwood
Monday, November 23, Raymond

J. Gigl, 3rd, 18, of Bridgewater was
arrested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Westfield Avenue. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Tuesday, November 24, Robert C.
Morris, 21, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on multiple warrants out of
Piscataway and a Plainfield warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Old
South Avenue. He was processed and
turned over to the Piscataway Police
Department.

Friday, November 27, Mark S.
Robinson, 48, of Linden was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Lin-
den after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, November 27, Deborah L.
Battle, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of War-
ren after a motor vehicle stop on Mid-
way Avenue. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, November 24, Rueben

Miklus, 63, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Wednesday, November 25, a resi-
dent of Rahway Road reported that a
person she bought something from on
eBay continues to send her e-mails
saying negative things about her.

Wednesday, November 25, a patron
at a party on Route 22 reported that
she left her purse on a chair by the
back door and when she returned it
was missing.

Thursday, November 26, a resident
of Mountain Avenue reported that
someone broke the passenger side rear
taillight of her motor vehicle.

Thursday, November 26, a resident
of Valleyscent Avenue reported that
someone entered his apartment and
removed several thousand dollars
worth of jewelry.

Thursday, November 26, a man-
ager at a Route 22 gas station reported
that a patron received $20 worth of
gas and left without paying.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TOWN CHRISTMAS TREE...The Westfield Christmas Tree sparkles Sunday
night before a crowd of children and adults in attendance at the annual ceremony
at the train station parking lot on North Avenue.

GIVING UNTO OTHERS...Students in grades 6 through 8 at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison collected 1,500 cans of food to be donated to the
Westfield Food Pantry at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Students are pictured, surrounded by bags filled to the brim with donations, before
they were delivered Tuesday morning. Pictured, left to right, are: Charlotte
Sweeney of Cranford, Julia Linger of Cranford, Briana Crawley, Philip Edwards
of Westfield, Douglas Cerminaro of Scotch Plains, Semin Cheon, Jay Raval, Sydney
Hughes, Brian Machoka, Shareef Ibraheem, Alexandre Barbet and Tarini Salvaji.

SOUNDS OF THE ALPS...Members
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts International and American
Alphorn Society will entertain holiday
shoppers in downtown Westfield this
season. Directed by Ted Schlosberg,
the Alphorn Society will recreate the
sounds of the Alps on Saturdays in
December, from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., on
the corner of East Broad and Elm
Streets. In the event of rain, the en-
semble will perform the following
Thursday evening from 7 to 8 p.m.

money” to put toward a modern sign
that would be digital and remotely
programmable as well as more vis-
ible from the street.  The total cost
could be “upwards of $25,000,” ac-
cording to Ms. Dolce, who suggested
starting a campaign for contributions
from local service organizations and
other community groups.

“I think it’s a good idea,” Mayor
Mahr said.

The Frazee House group is selling
commemorative bricks for a planned
walkway on the property, and infor-
mation is available at frazeehouse.org.

In late September, the New Jersey
Register of Historic Places officially
listed the Frazee House with the state’s
Historic Preservation Office, and Mr.
Hiatt said his group is confident the
designation will be helpful in raising
funds for the restoration project. Andy
Calamaras, who is heading up the
project, called the state’s designation
“a major step that brings well-de-
served credibility to our efforts to
raise fund for restoration.” The state
designation allows the Frazee House’s
file to be sent to the National Park
Service for consideration for listing
on the national registry of historic
sites.

Visitors to the Frazee House prop-
erty will see improvements such as
utility wires providing electricity to
the house, new plantings in the yard
and a cleaned up property overall. In
addition, a low-frequency radio sta-
tion,106.9 FM, is on the air in the
immediate vicinity, broadcasting in-
formation about the house’s history
and the renovation project. Mr. Hiatt
said the group is welcoming sugges-
tions from the public about how to
best utilize a restored Frazee House.
Ideas can be forwarded to
secretary@frazeehouse.org.

as well as his efforts to maintain
Westfield’s local land use restrictions
in light of pressure from developers
over Mount Laurel affordable hous-
ing lawsuits. Mr. Boothe was the last
mayor to serve on the town’s plan-
ning board, he said.

“He probably was the most signifi-
cant figure (for Westfield) in the last
quarter of a century,” Mr. Sullivan
said.

Don Mokrauer was president of
the Westfield Historical Society when
Mr. Boothe joined the organization in
the late 1990s.

“He was constantly there (at his-
torical society programs) helping
people. He was a terrific resource,”
Mr. Mokrauer said. “He was an ex-
tremely well-organized and hard-
working individual.”

Bob Miller also worked with Mr.
Boothe on historical society pro-
grams. He said Mr. Boothe had many
interests, noting that, “History was
just a good part of him.” Mr. Miller
said the former mayor’s 1997 presen-
tation on the Westfield Airport, lo-
cated in Clark in the 1930s, received
the highest attendance of any
Westfield Historical Society program.
Mr. Boothe also did programs on the
creation of the Garden State Parkway
and Habitat for Humanity.

Mr. Miller said Mr. Boothe helped
on many society projects. Among
those was the Reeve House Museum.
Mr. Miller recently pulled out a file
from 2001. “Everything in that file
was from Bud,” Mr. Miller said.

Former town administrator Ed
Gottko said Mr. Boothe had unsuc-
cessfully tried to have the PBS pro-
gram “This Old House” do a program
on the Reeve House in the 1990s “to
showcase it on TV.”

He described Mr. Boothe as having
“a great capacity for work.”

“I enjoyed working with him. He
was just a genuinely nice person,”
Mr. Gottko said.

A memorial service for Mr. Boothe
will be held on Saturday, December
19, at 9:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Westfield. Condolences
can be sent to his wife, Gaile Boothe,
and her family, at 6 Hawthorne Drive,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

ROBOT...Garwood students at Lincoln School are taught by a robot about the
importance of making good choices in life. The robot emphasized self-responsibil-
ity and motivated children to maintain positive relationships with others.

State Defers Payments
To Municipalities

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The state has notified 465
municipalities that it is withholding
some $20.6 million in payments owed
this month to close a budget hole. The
state’s League of Municipalities has
threatened a lawsuit if the payments
are not restored.

Locally, Westfield Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said the town’s De-
cember payment of $83,000 in the
Consolidated Property Tax Relief Pro-
gram (CPTRP) portion of its state aid
has been deferred “until further no-
tice” by the state.

“The tough thing about this is that
this is revenue that has been antici-
pated,” Mr. Gildea said. “This creates
an additional hardship in crafting the
2010 budget.”

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Chris Marion said the township re-
ceived notice that its payment of
$26,324 has been delayed.

“It’s too early to tell (how it will
impact the township) until a final
decision (is made by the state later
this month),” Mr. Marion said.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the borough’s December payment of
$3,000 has been withheld. “Any re-
duction is bad, but I think we will be
alright,” Mayor Mahr said.

The decision by Governor Jon
Corzine only impacts municipal aid.
Governor Corzine is expected to decide
by Christmas on whether or not to make
additional cuts to hospitals, colleges,
public schools and pension funds.


