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Frazee House Renovation
Moving Forward in SP

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIXER-UPPER...The renovation of the Revolutionary War-era Frazee House in
Scotch Plains continues as interior structural improvements are made. The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club – Frazee House, Inc. is overseeing the
project, which got underway nearly four years ago.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times - Nov. 23, 2006
BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS...Festive wreaths adorn lampposts in Fanwood three years ago around
the train station in anticipation of the holiday season. Santa is coming to town in Fanwood and Scotch Plains this weekend.

Fanwood Christmas Tree
Lighting Set for Sunday

Santa Comes to Scotch Plains
This Sunday for Celebration

FANWOOD - The annual holiday
season officially begins when Santa
Claus arrives in town on Sunday, De-
cember 6, at 3 p.m. Everyone is invited
to meet Santa under the big tent on the
lawn in front of the North Avenue
Train Station and enjoy an afternoon
of seasonal music, holiday crafts and
refreshments — all for free.

Children who stop by to say hello to
Santa will get a free photograph of
their visit with him. Contests will be
held with prizes for the winners. The
celebration, sponsored by the Fanwood
Recreation Commission, concludes at
5 p.m. when Mayor Colleen Mahr
lights the Fanwood Christmas Tree on
the train station lawn.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday,
December 6, the “Old Fashioned Holi-
day Celebration” in Scotch Plains spon-
sored by the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association (SPBPA)
will be held to welcome Santa at the
Alan Augustine Village Green on Park
Avenue adjacent to the Municipal Build-
ing. Activities will begin at 2:00 p.m.

and are to include ice sculpting, petting
zoo, Rainbow the Clown and the popu-
lar Horse Drawn Wagon Ride. Santa is
to arrive at 3:00 p.m.

It has been over 14 years that the
SPBPA has provided an afternoon for
families in Scotch Plains to take a
break and enjoy the hometown feel-
ing of the township.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times - Dec. 11, 2008
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...Last year, members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Chamber Choir sang Christmas carols as the lights on the tree at the
Fanwood Train Station were lit. On the lawn of the station, a heated tent housed
Santa Claus, entertainment and food at the Sunday afternoon festivities. Mayor
Colleen Mahr will light the tree this Sunday.

D.O.T. Plans Information Session
On Route 22 Revamped Bridge

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — State De-
partment of Transportation (D.O.T.)
officials will hold an information ses-
sion next week on the upcoming re-
furbishment of the Route 22 bridge
connecting Park Avenue with New
Providence and Bonnie Burn Roads.

Township Manager Chris Marion
announced at the township council’s
November 24 meeting that the
Thursday, December 10, information
session will run from 4 to 7 p.m. at the
municipal building. Officials will be
available to answer questions  from
the public about the project, and it is
expected there will be diagrams
depicting the completed revamped

bridge.
In 2001, the council endorsed a plan

for a new, widened bridge in the same
location as the present crossing. It also
endorsed a widening of the intersec-
tion at New Providence and Bonnie
Burn Roads and an expansion of the
area where the southern end of the
bridge intersects with Park Avenue.

A new traffic light will also be
installed at the latter location. The
plans also call for dedicated left-turn
lanes and separate right-turn lanes at
both intersections, which would lead
to a smoother-flowing traffic pattern
north of Route 22 and, thus, much
less congestion on Route 22, Park
Avenue and some of the secondary
roads leading into downtown Scotch

Plains, the council said. A wider side-
walk will also be included as part of
the new bridge design.

Initial survey work on the bridge’s
superstructure has been conducted
during the past few years and, since
the summer, an archeological exca-
vation has been underway at the base
of the bridge seeking any historical
artifacts prior to actual construction
getting underway. It is estimated that
the two-year project will cost about
$15.5 million funded by the state
D.O.T.

In other business, Mr. Marion said
the second round of leaf pick-up
started last week. He said staffing and
budget constraints at the public works
department had slowed the process
and added that he was aware of com-
plaints from some residents about the
speed with which leaves are being
collected.

The municipal government, he told
council members, is “trying to move
expeditiously” with the program,
which is expected to run through the
end of this month.

The council voted 4-0, with Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover being absent, to
approve the purchase of two new po-
lice vehicles for $42,392. The pur-
chase is through the Cranford Co-op,
an entity that allows local govern-
ments to buy vehicles at reduced
prices, according to Deputy Mayor
Jeff Strauss. He said the current po-
lice department fleet is aging and in
need of replacements.

Mr. Marion said about 820 resi-
dents were immunized at the
township’s second H1N1 flu clinic
on November 23 at the Union County
Vocational-Technical School. Any
further updates regarding the flu will
be posted on the township’s website,
he said.

Councilman Dominick Bratti con-
gratulated Scotch Plains Television
for being awarded a “Hometown
Video Award” by the Alliance for
Community Media, a national non-
profit organization representing more
than 3,000 community access televi-
sion channels.

The council’s next meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, December 15.

Fanwood Council Looks at Staff
Structure and Positions for 2010

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — With an eye toward
the upcoming new calendar year,
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the borough
council, at its monthly agenda meet-
ing Tuesday night, discussed issues
related to the borough’s workforce.

Council President Donna Dolce re-
ported that the governing body’s Ad-
ministration and Finance Committee
has just updated the organization chart
that illustrates all staff positions and
the borough’s supervisory structure.

“This is a good snapshot for
us…especially as we head into next
year with recommendations [from the
Shared Services Committee],” Mayor
Mahr said.

A companion piece to the organi-
zation chart is a “staffing compari-
son” that details all full- and part-
time positions and salaries.

On a related note, the governing
body discussed, and agreed to pro-
ceed with, an administrative measure
that would combine three contract
positions into one part-time borough
position entitled multimedia manager.

Ms. Dolce said the position’s main
responsibility would be “oversight”
of the local access cable television
station, TV-35; other duties would
include managing the Fanwoodian
periodical and the borough’s website,
which the mayor has indicated is due
for an update.

“If ever there was a more important
time to effectively communicate with
the community, it will be next year,”
said Mayor Mahr, again pointing to
anticipated recommendations from the
Shared Services Committee, anticipated
follow-up “tasks” and the formation of
subcommittees to look at cost savings.

The borough’s current part-time
TV-35 coordinator is paid with a sti-
pend as a contractor. Separate con-
tractors are paid for oversight of the
Fanwoodian and the website.

Ms. Dolce explained that all those
“small pools of money” will be com-
bined to fund a single part-time posi-
tion.

Also regarding staffing, the bor-
ough council agreed to prepare a reso-
lution pertaining to the police
department’s administrative assistant.

The position is currently part time,
and would be changed to full time
under the measure scheduled for a
first reading at next week’s regular

council meeting.
Ms. Dolce said that, given the re-

cently announced retirements of the
borough’s police chief and a long-
time sergeant, “it felt like it was a
good time to compensate her for the
extra work that’s being done.”

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Joseph Pryor provided an update
on the Livingston-Wilbor property.

Following a discussion about the
pending demolition at the site, which
was just about ready to begin, the gov-
erning body decided to pursue a “change
order” to the contract, allowing for the
removal of window glazing and caulk-
ing that is believed to be contaminated
with asbestos and/or lead.

Mr. Pryor said the issue came to
light this fall during a spot inspection
by the state; he said it will cost an
additional $7,600 to remove the ma-
terial from 17 windows.

Once the change order is autho-
rized and the material is properly
contained and removed, Mr. Pryor
said demolition should take “roughly
a week,” leaving only the concrete
slab remaining.

When the property, which the bor-
ough currently owns but plans to sell
to a developer, is rebuilt, the slab will
be broken up and recycled.

Also Tuesday night, Mayor Mahr
indicated that the state Department of
Transportation plans to do some sur-
vey work before the end of the year in
the downtown redevelopment area.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

COMMENDED…Eleven students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School have
been named Commended Students in the 2010 National Merit Scholarship Program.
The students, pictured left to right, are: Front row, Alanna Salituro, Samantha
Henderson, Sruthi Narayanan, Adam Offitzer and Lauren Steinbeck, and back row,
Alex Graham, Matthew Alfano, Luke Durett, Andrew Van Haasteren, Alex Davis
and Chris Fortunato. These students placed in the top 5 percent of 1.4 million students
who took the PSAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

Mayor Boothe Remembered
For Many Accomplishments

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — New sup-
ports have been installed inside the
historic Frazee House that are ex-
pected to maintain the 250-year-old
building’s structural integrity. The
group overseeing the building’s reno-
vation is looking to boost support for
and awareness of the project through-
out Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the
wider Union County community, as
well as deciding the extensiveness of
the house’s restoration.

Blanchard Hiatt, secretary for the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary –
Frazee House, Inc., the nonprofit en-
tity that has been supervising the
project since its inception five years
ago, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times this week that the steel piping
structural supports installed in the
spring run from the building’s sag-
ging roof through the attic and on
down through the first and second
floors and, ultimately, into basement
footings resting on solid earth. This,
he said, is to ensure that the house’s
walls and roof remain intact as the
restoration moves forward.

The supports “will stay for an in-
definite period while we try to figure
out how to restore the interior and
how much of the interior to restore,”
Mr. Hiatt said. The Frazee House
group hired Jetco Unlimited, at the
advisement of Historic Building Ar-
chitects LLC of Hillside, to under-
take the $45,000 stabilization project.

The restoration project, announced
in 2004, is part of the Rotary Club’s
centennial celebration, with each lo-
cal chapter adopting a lifetime-sus-

taining project for its community. The
Frazee House, located near the cor-
ner of Terrill and Raritan Roads, has
sat unused since 1997, when the
former Terry-Lou Zoo closed its
doors. In 2006, the township council
leased the one-acre tract of land, on
which the house is situated, to the
restoration organization for a 50-year
period.

The history of the house centers
around the Revolutionary War legend
in which British Generals Charles
Cornwallis and William Howe, while
marching through the area with their
troops, were drawn to the Frazee
House by the aroma of freshly baked
bread. When Betty Frazee opened the
door, the two men asked for some of
her bread. She agreed to give them
some, but told the generals she was
doing it more out of fear than love.
Insulted by her remark, the two gen-
erals became angry, refused the bread
and headed towards Westfield.

Mr. Hiatt this week called the Betty
Frazee story “kind of a big deal,” and
said the story of Aunt Betty, as she is
commonly called, is comparable to
other Revolutionary War heroines
such as Molly Pitcher and Betsy Ross.
He said a restored house could serve
as a historic resource “not only lo-
cally but regionally and statewide as
well. I think it will put Scotch Plains
and Union County on the historic
map.”

He said that “the big question now
is how far do we go” to restore the
house. Mr. Hiatt noted that the oven
brickwork and hearth along with the
kitchen area where Aunt Betty baked

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Current and past
town officials this week remembered
former Westfield mayor Garland
“Bud” Boothe for his many accom-
plishments after the two-term mayor
died on Thanksgiving Day following
a long illness. He was 77.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Mr. Boothe
graduated from Princeton University
and Harvard Law School.
Mr. Boothe served as
mayor from 1992-1996 af-
ter representing the sec-
ond ward on the town coun-
cil for 12 years.

Over the years, Mr.
Boothe was active in many
organizations ranging from
the Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing Corporation
in the mid-1970s, when the
first 172-unit building was
built, to serving as mayor during the
building of the second senior com-
plex to being a vice-president of the
Union County Utilities Authority
during the planning and startup of the
county’s waste to energy garbage in-
cinerator in Rahway in the 1990s.

As mayor, he created a task force in
1996 that led to the formation of the
downtown Special Improvement Dis-
trict, which the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) manages today.
Most recently, he was actively in-
volved in the creation of the Reeve
House Museum on Mountain Avenue,
the future home of the historical soci-
ety and town archives. (A detailed
obituary appears on page 8). He was

also active in building homes for the
poor through Habitat for Humanity.

Mr. Boothe became mayor in 1992
following the resignation of Richard
Bagger upon his election to the New
Jersey General Assembly. Prior to
that, the two men served together for
six years as councilmen from the sec-
ond ward.

“For more than a generation, he
was at the center of all the [important]
issues in Westfield,” Mr. Bagger told

The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

He and others noted that
Mr. Boothe also was in-
volved in the Stop the Mall
movement in the 1980s in
opposition to a proposed
“mega mall” on Route 22
in Springfield. Neil
Sullivan, a former council-
man, recalled Mr. Boothe’s
efforts in opposing the
Springfield mall, which

Mr. Sullivan said might have “devas-
tated downtown Westfield.”

“Any issue that Bud was involved
[in during his 30 years of community
service] he devoted himself entirely,”
Mr. Bagger said.

When Mr. Boothe, a Republican,
ran for a second term in 1994, he was
opposed by then-Democratic Coun-
cilman Anthony LaPorta.

“He was a Westfield patriot and a
gentleman,” the former councilman
said of Mr. Boothe.

Mr. LaPorta, who was a council-
man in 1993 and 1994, recalled when
he and Mayor Boothe had a disagree-
ment during a meeting. Mr. Boothe
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“Bud” Boothe


