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I-ROBOT...The Garwood Municipal Alliance conducts character education and
substance abuse awareness for students at Lincoln School. The robot-taught
assembly focused on the importance of making good choices and emphasized self-
responsibility. It helped motivate children to maintain positive relationships.
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Town Grapples With
Safety Concerns Near RIS

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Last Tuesday, the
town council discussed the after-
math of a two-car accident at the
intersection of Clark Street and
Tuttle Parkway, which led to one
driver being injured and taken to
the hospital and the Roosevelt In-
termediate School (RIS) sign sus-
taining damage.

Police Chief John Parizeau and
Officer Jason McErlan told The
Westfield Leader that a few minutes
shy of 2 p.m., last Tuesday, police
were called to the scene after a
Fanwood resident driving her Toyota
Camry west on Cowperthwaite Place
ran a stop sign at the intersection with
Clark Street and entered the path of a
Toyota minivan driven by a Westfield
driver heading north on Clark Street.

The two cars collided, with the
sedan careening off into the RIS
school sign and knocking out the brick
columns that held it in place. Officer
McErlan said the sedan was “totaled”
after sustaining two “major impacts”
– from the other car and the sign.

The fire department later was called
to the scene and had to remove the
driver’s-side door to extricate the
driver of the sedan, according to Fire
Chief Dan Kelly.

According to Officer McErlan, the
driver had issues breathing, and the
rescue squad and medics tended to her
before taking her to an area hospital.

The minivan, which had the right
of way, sustained “serious damage,”
according to Officer McErlan, and
both airbags deployed. The driver of
the minivan sustained no reported
injuries, however.

Sharon Stockwell, who lives on
nearby Nelson Place, asked if the
town is pursuing safety measures
along the 200 block of Clark Street.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, who chairs the Public
Safety committee, said he is aware of

concerns in the area and said parking
has been restricted during pickup and
drop-off times at the school on Clark
Street to ease a line-of-sight issue.
The intersection now also has a cross-
ing guard.

Chief Parizeau confirmed with Mr.
Ciarrocca that the line of sight has
improved. He said sometimes, how-
ever, no safety precaution will stop
these types of mishaps.

“This accident is one of those situ-
ations you’re never going to fix,” the
chief said. “Sometimes people, re-
gardless of the signage, just go straight
through and never see a stop sign. We
could have had a stop light, and [this
person would go through].”

Mrs. Stockwell said she appreci-
ated the work of the council but be-
lieves the area still could be safer.

“What I can tell you is that speeding
has been an ongoing problem in that
area,” she said, “It’s very difficult when
[stopped on Tuttle] you are looking to
the right [on Clark]. You can only see
so far. If someone is coming fast, you
really need to inch out to see.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said the area should
have speed signs in place. Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said the town
has been approved by the Depart-
ment of Transportation for six speed
signs, and the town will make sure the
area gets one.

In separate news, Councilman Jim
Foerst acknowledged the service of
his counterpart in the Fourth Ward,
Tom Bigosinski. Newcomer Keith
Loughlin defeated Mr. Bigosinski in
the November elections and will as-
sume the role in January.

“Tom, it was a pleasure serving with
you… You had passion about a lot of
issues, and I wish you the best,” he said.

The council then went into an hour-
long executive session to discuss a
number of matters, including the on-
going litigation of Sunnyside Senior
Housing versus Westfield and Clark
versus U.S. Gypsum.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS...Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive in Westfield Sunday night to the cheers of many wellwishers.
Children and adults met with Santa, as Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and Neil Pinkman of the Chamber of Commerce directed
the lighting of the town’s Christmas tree on North Avenue. The annual ceremony included a sing-along of Christmas carols
with the Westfield Community Band.

Former Mayor Boothe Remembered
For His Many Accomplishments

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Current and past
town officials this week remembered
former Westfield mayor Garland
“Bud” Boothe for his many accom-
plishments after the two-term mayor
died on Thanksgiving Day following
a long illness. He was 77.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Mr. Boothe
graduated from Princeton University
and Harvard Law School,Mr. Boothe
served as mayor from 1992-1996 af-
ter representing the second ward on
the town council for 12 years.

Over the years, Mr. Boothe was
active in many organizations ranging
from serving on the board of direc-
tors of the Westfield Seniors Citizens
Housing Corporation in the mid-
1970s, when the first 172-unit build-
ing was built, to serving as mayor
during the building of the second
senior complex to being a vice-presi-
dent of the Union County Utilities
Authority during the planning and
startup of the county’s waste to en-
ergy garbage incinerator in Rahway
in the 1990s.

As mayor, he created a taskforce in
1996 that led to the formation of the
downtown Special Improvement Dis-
trict, which the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) manages today.
Most recently, he was actively in-
volved in the creation of the Reeve
House Museum on Mountain Avenue,
the future home of the historical soci-
ety and town archives. (A detailed
obituary appears on page 6). He was
also active in building homes for the
poor through Habitat for Humanity.

Mr. Boothe became mayor in 1992
following the resignation of Richard
Bagger upon his election to the New
Jersey General Assembly. Prior to
that, the two men served together for
six years as councilmen from the sec-
ond ward.

“For more than a generation he was
at the center of all the [important]
issues in Westfield,” Mr. Bagger told
The Westfield Leader.

He and others noted that Mr. Boothe
also was involved in the Stop the Mall
movement in the 1980s in opposition
to a proposed “mega mall” on Route
22 in Springfield. Neil Sullivan, a
former councilman, recalled Mr.
Boothe’s efforts in opposing the
Springfield mall, which Mr. Sullivan
said might have “devastated down-
town Westfield.”

“Any issue that Bud was involved
in [during his 30 years of community
service] he devoted himself entirely,”
Mr. Bagger said.

When Mr. Boothe, a Republican,
ran for a second term in 1994 he was
opposed by then-Democratic Coun-
cilman Anthony LaPorta.

“He was a Westfield patriot and a
gentleman,” the former councilman
said of Mr. Boothe.

Mr. LaPorta, who was a council-
man in 1993 and 1994, recalled when
he and Mayor Boothe had a disagree-
ment during a meeting. Mr. Boothe
called him into his office after the
meeting and told him that he agreed
with what Mr. LaPorta was request-
ing but that it was the wrong time to
do it.

“He was quite a gentleman. He was
very relaxed and we had a very nice
conversation,” Mr. LaPorta said. He

also recalled when he received a call
a few weeks after 9/11 from Mr.
Boothe, who remembered that the
former councilman worked a few
blocks from the Twin Towers and
wanted to make sure Mr. LaPorta was
unharmed.

“I thought that was a nice gesture,”
Mr. Laporta said.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick,
Westfield municipal Republican

chairman, described Mr. Boothe as
“a true public servant. “He was the
real deal,” he said.

“Most people serving in govern-
ment would hope to be as pure as he
was,” Mr. Bramnick said.

He said Mr. Boothe was “the es-
sence” of what a public servant is
supposed to embody. Noting Mr.
Boothe’s intellect as well as his knowl-
edge of government, he said Mr.
Boothe “would have [likely] contrib-
uted to the [United States] Constitu-
tion if he was around in the 1700s.”

Current Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
said Mayor Boothe “always based his
decisions on what was best for
Westfield.”

“Westfield has lost a great states-
man in the passing of Mayor Bud
Boothe,” Mayor Skibitsky said. “I
guess I would call him a Renaissance
man… He was always learning and
always teaching” to others of his in-
terests in government and history.

Mr. Sullivan served as a councilman
under Mayor Boothe in 1995 and 1996.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS TREE, O’ CHRISTMAS TREE...The Westfield Christmas tree
sparkles Sunday night before the many children and adults in attendance at the
annual ceremony at the train station parking lot on North Avenue.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HAWK RESCUE...On Thanksgiving Day, Westfield firefighters climb to the
cupola on the fire department headquarters on North Avenue to rescue a hawk
that became trapped inside the tower. The hawk found its way into the screened-
off tower two days earlier in a successful search for dinner of two pigeons, who
were also trapped at the time.

Town Remembers Boothe, Bids
Farewell to Caruana, Bigosinski

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Fond memories
and old stories dominated the final
Westfield Town Council meeting of
2009.

On Tuesday, Westfield officials said
goodbye to former Mayor Bud
Boothe, who passed away on Thanks-
giving, and wished Sal Caruana and
Tom Bigosinski well on their post-
council ventures.

While the night had been intended
as a send-off for the two departing
councilmen, the evening also func-
tioned as a forum for those who knew
Mayor Boothe to express sadness over
his death and fondness over his legacy.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky recalled

Mayor Boothe, who served as a coun-
cilman from 1980 to 1991 and mayor
from 1992 to 1996, as the “ultimate
statesman” who “always did was what
was right for the town.”

As the mayor and council honored
the Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission, which handed out its
Harry Devlin Awards (see page 5)
Tuesday night, Mayor Skibitsky said
his thoughts turned to Mayor Boothe,
whom he remembered as a “student
of history.”

The council passed a resolution
later in the evening commemorating
his service to the town.

The resolution makes reference to
major accomplishments during
Mayor Boothe’s time in elected of-

fice, including lobbying NJ Transit to
renovate the train station and pushing
for the replacement of the Tuttle Park-
way bridge.

Mayor Boothe will also be remem-
bered as inspiring others to serve the
community, the resolution read.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins called it “an honor” to know
the Boothe family since the 1970s.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) attended Tuesday’s
meeting and also commented on
Mayor Boothe’s passing.

“He represented America’s best,”
Mr. Bramnick said of Mayor Boothe.
“He was a pure public servant, and
we miss him dearly.”

Mr. Caruana, who would be hon-
ored later in the evening (see full
recap next week), said Mr. Boothe
was his “role model” upon entering
politics.

“He showed you what to care about
and how to care about it,” Mr. Caruana
said.

(To read a full recap of Mayor
Boothe’s life, along with commen-
tary from his peers and colleagues,
see the adjacent story by Paul Peyton.)

Mr. Caruana, who chose not to seek
re-election, broke his speech down
into three chunks. First, noting that
he presided over the promotions of all
current department heads, he said the
town is “fortunate” to have these pub-
lic servants in their positions, includ-
ing the town administrator, police
and fire chiefs.

Second, he noted the “birth of the
citizen’s movement,” WeCare. He
said, “Democracy does not work with-
out participation from a large citizen
voice.”

Third, he personally thanked each
member of the current council body,
the mayor and all members of the
press who have covered him through-
out his tenure on council, including
this reporter, Lauren Barr (nee Pass),
Mr. Peyton and publisher Horace
Corbin.

“We didn’t always see eye to eye,”
he said, but he thanked the press for
practicing responsible, accurate jour-
nalism.

Mr. Bigosinski, who lost a re-elec-
tion bid to Keith Loughlin in Novem-
ber, said he was “grateful” to the
residents and his fellow council mem-
bers for the time he spent on council.
He said he was “surprised at how
much hard work and how much fun

Westfield BOE Considers
Artificial Turf at Edison

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Ted Kozlik, assis-
tant superintendent for pupil services
for the Westfield school district, pre-
sented on Tuesday to the board of edu-
cation the special-education services
portion of the current school year’s,
2009-2010, budget.

Special Services is $7.9 million (9.3
percent) of the total operating budget in
the district. The figure includes out-of-
district tuition, contracted services and
some salary and benefits for special-
education staff.

“I think we’re pretty efficient in the
way we expend funds,” Mr. Kozlik
said. He said Special Services has main-
tained its percentage of the budget to
remain steady over the years.

Students in Special Services make
up 17 to 18 percent, or 1,110 students,
of the total population in the district.
Ninety-two of those students are placed
out of district in public or private schools
with total tuition costing just over $6.5
million.

The federal government supplies over
$1 million in funding through IDEA
Basic and IDEA ARRA funds to the
district. Mr. Kozlik said he hopes to hire
a full-time behavior specialist and an-
other part-time position with the funds.
However, some of that funding is only
available for a two-year period. He said
part of the plan is to “help build capac-
ity” in the district to move students who
are placed out of district in district and
bring in tuition-paying students from
other districts. He said, though not his
intention, this full-time behavior spe-
cialist could replace another behavior-
ist should the budget require.

The most difficult task in Special
Services, he said, is “getting students
gainful employment” and those stu-
dents who are 16 and older.

Special Services offers preschool and
kindergarten programs at the Lincoln
School – Early Childhood Learning
Center, including the newly instated
Leaps and Bounds program for autistic
children, self-contained programs in
elementary schools, resource room pro-
grams throughout the district, and re-
source room specialized programs in
Edison and Westfield High School
(WHS).

The PREP and BRIDGE programs,
which works to transition disaffected
students into regular education, at WHS,
Mr. Kozlik said, are where “the real cost
savings” are by keeping pupils in-dis-
trict, earning about $800,000 to $1 mil-
lion in savings.

The board also received an audit
report of its 2008-2009 budget. The
sole recommendation by Robert
Morrison, the district’s licensed public
school accountant, to the board was to
report to the federal government of the
federal expenditures.

Mr. Morrison said the budget was a
“fair presentation of the district’s finan-
cial position.”

“The district was consistent in the
application of the rules” from the prior
year, he said.

The board’s decision to not defer
pension payments last year was a “wise
move,” he said. “It eliminated a bur-
den,” he said, on future taxpayers.

“Budget management has been suc-
cessful,” he said.

Board member Richard Solomon said
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor Garland “Bud” Boothe


