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• Piano Preparatory & General 

      Music Classes for 4-6 yr olds

• Piano Lessons for 5 1/2 yr olds and up

• Adult piano lessons

      .....50 years, and STILL counting.

New Jersey Youth Theatre
Fall ’09 Classes To Begin

AREA – The award-winning New
Jersey Youth Theatre (NJYT) announced
that its School for the Performing Arts’
18th season of classes for students age 5
to 20 would begin the week of October
13.

Registration sessions for classes in
Drama, Voice, Musical Theatre, Dance
and – new this year – Theatre Games for
Kids and Shakespeare Workshop will be
held from 4 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday and
Wednesday, September 15 and 16, and
Tuesday and Wednesday, September 22
and 23, at the New Jersey Youth Theatre
studio, located at 172 West Westfield
Avenue in Roselle Park.

The Semester 1 classes will be offered
October 13 through February 3, 2010.
Semester 2 classes will be offered Feb-
ruary 8, 2010, through May 12, 2010.

“I am so pleased that we’ll be expand-
ing our class offerings for the upcoming
semester,” said Cynthia Meryl, artistic
director of the New Jersey Youth Theatre
(NJYT) and director of NJYT’s recent
summer hit, Sweeney Todd, at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center and the
Algonquin Arts Theatre.

“We’re excited to introduce children
ages 5 to 7 to acting through the Theatre
Games class and kids 14 and older to the
works of William Shakespeare from an
actor’s viewpoint,” she said.

NJYT classes are designed to prepare
young performers for auditions and the
professional stage. Ms. Meryl, NJYT
executive director Ted Agress and the
school’s faculty instill in young artists
the importance of commitment and dis-
cipline to excel in all areas of the per-
forming arts.

NJYT’s Beginners, Intermediate and
Advanced Acting classes concentrate
on improvisation, character development
and scene study. The program offers
three levels of Musical Theatre instruc-
tion, focusing on song selection and
interpretation, ensemble work, voice and
musical theatre movement.

Dance classes include Ballet 1, Open
Ballet, Ballet-Jazz I and II, Tap I and II
for Beginners and Tap III for Intermedi-
ate to Advanced dancers. Private voice
lessons are offered through auditions.

Classes are scheduled Mondays, Tues-
days and Wednesdays between 4 and
9:45 p.m. Students who enroll in more
than one NJYT class per week or pay
tuition in full at time of registration will
qualify for tuition discounts.

Faculty members include: Ms. Meryl,
a professional actress for 35 years who
has stage-directed and produced over
38 NJYT productions; James
Campodonico, an accomplished com-
poser who has taught vocal music for
33 years and acted as musical director
to over 100 productions; Alberta
Handelman, who has taught acting in
schools for more than 25 years and
founded the Blooming Grove Theatre
Ensemble; Kimberly Strafford, who
has led drama-teaching artists in resi-
dence in New York City schools and at
a youth Shakespeare Intensive; Corinne
Mucha, who has performed with the
American Repertory Ballet and has
taught dance at NJYT for four years;
Jennifer Kujawski, who has trained in
tap, jazz and ballet and performed in
NJYT productions for five years;
Danielle Mondi, who has taught chil-
dren Hip Hop, Ballet, Jazz and Lyrical
Dance and is a member of the Erin
Pride Dance Project Company, and
Evan Edwards, who has studied, per-
formed and taught theatre arts around
the world.

NJYT, formerly Westfield Young Art-
ists’ Cooperative Theatre or WYACT,
seeks to provide the highest quality the-
atre arts education and on-stage experi-
ence at little or no cost to aspiring young
performers and technicians interested in
entering the professional arena.

To learn more, visit njyouththeatre.org,
call (908) 233-3200 or e-mail at
info@njyouththeatre.org.

Paper Mill’s 09-10 Season
Begins With ‘Little House’

MILLBURN – Paper Mill
Playhouse’s Mark Hoebee, artistic
director, and Mark Jones, executive
director, announced that single tick-
ets for all five main-stage produc-
tions went on sale earlier this month
for the 2009-2010 season.

The season opener, Little House on
the Prairie-The Musical, had its world
premiere production in August 2008
at the Guthrie Theatre in Minneapo-
lis, where it shattered all box-office
records and sold-out for 12 consecu-
tive weeks.

After celebrating America’s fron-
tier with Little House on the Prairie-
The Musical, with Melissa Gilbert as
Ma, November brings the classic
song-and-dance spectacular On the
Town. The winter months bring Lost
in Yonkers, a Neil Simon classic. Next

spring will welcome the 1950’s rock
‘n’ roll extravaganza Smokey Joe’s
Café-The Songs of Leiber and Stoller.
The season closes with the interna-
tionally acclaimed classic Peter Pan.

In announcing the 2009-2010 sea-
son, Mr. Hoebee said, “The shows
that we have chosen for this season
are certain to appeal to many varied
facets of our audience.”

Tickets may be purchased by call-
ing (973) 376-4343 or at the Paper
Mill Box Office, located at 22
Brookside Drive in Millburn, or online
at papermill.org. Groups of 10 or
more can receive up to a 35-percent
discount on tickets and should call
(973) 379-3636, extension 2438. Pa-
per Mill Playhouse will produce eight
performances a week, Wednesday
through Sunday.

Community Players Seeks
Volunteers at Open House

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) will celebrate
their 75th Diamond Anniversary by
hosting an open house at the theater on
Saturday, September 12, from 1 to 4
p.m. with light refreshments.

Located at 1000 North Avenue West
in Westfield, the open house is for
anyone interested in learning more
about the operations of a community
based, non-profit theater and willing
to give their time to support the new
season of four shows.

Tours of the theater will be given,
and visitors will have the opportunity
to talk to members about the theater’s
history, the upcoming season and how
to volunteer to work backstage, in the
box office or in any of the other activi-

ties needed to keep the theater vibrant
and functioning for the next 75 years.

Incoming President Joanne
Lemenille explained that a similar
event last year netted new people will-
ing to work backstage and on the busi-
ness side, assisting with such things as
set painting and selling ads for the
season playbill. She said, “It is a great
opportunity to come see what WCP is
about and to help us celebrate our 75th
season beginning this October.”

Ms. Lemenille noted that all skills
are needed, from stage crew, set con-
struction, costumes, makeup and ush-
ers to box office and facilities. Even
those with no theatre skills will find
WCP staff willing to train a new gen-
eration of volunteers.

Premiere Stages to Produce
New Play, Any Other Name

UNION – Premiere Stages, celebrat-
ing its fifth year as the professional
theatre in residence at Kean University,
announced the production of Any Other
Name by George Brant. This new play
was chosen to receive a full production
out of more than 300 submissions to the
Premiere Play Festival.

In this thriller, set in 1840s London,
a struggling poet visits his idol in search
of inspiration but, instead, “unleashes a
madness that feeds his insatiable hun-
ger for fame.”

Just a year out of graduate school,
Mr. Brant’s plays have been produced
by Trinity Repertory Company, the
Kennedy Center, Capitol Hill Arts Cen-
ter, the Playwrights’ Center,
WordBRIDGE Playwright’s Lab,
Trustus Theatre, the Drama League
and the Disney Channel.

His most recent play, Elephant’s
Graveyard, was awarded the David
Mark Cohen National Playwriting
Award from the Kennedy Center, a

citation of “Best New Play” from the
Austin Critics’ Table and the $50,000
Keene Prize for Literature.

Any Other Name runs from Thurs-
day, September 4, through Sunday,
September 20, in Kean University’s
Zella Fry Theatre in the Vaughn Eames
Building. Friday, September 18, and
Sunday performances begin at 3 p.m.;
all other performances begin at 8 p.m.

Special events during this produc-
tion include a post-show discussion
with the playwright, Mr. Brant, and
director John Wooten following the
Sunday, September 6, matinee perfor-
mance and a post-show “Sunday Schol-
ars” discussion with Dr. Linda Best, a
renowned researcher on the psychol-
ogy of the creative-writing process.

Tickets are $25 with special rates for
seniors, students, Kean alumni and
groups. For reservations (highly rec-
ommended), call the Kean University
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW (7469),
or visit kean.edu/premierestages

Full Count Big Band
Plays GW’s Crossroads

GARWOOD – The Full Count
Band has been invited back to play at
the Crossroads Club in Garwood to-
night, Thursday evening, August 27,
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

The band will play swinging music
and original jazz compositions. Those
who enjoy big-band jazz should come
out to hear the featured soloists, Phil
Rinaldi and Frank Grasso on trumpet
and Bob San Filippo on alto sax.

To learn more, see xxroads.com
and philrinaldi.com.

Masterwork Chorus
Announces Auditions
AREA – The Masterwork Chorus

announced auditions for new mem-
bers for its 2009-2010 season. Highly
experienced choral singers with
strong vocal and sight-reading skills
are encouraged to audition.

The Masterwork Chorus begins the
2009-2010 season rehearsals at 7:30
p.m., Wednesday, September 2, in the
Xavier Center on the Campus of the
College of St. Elizabeth, located in
Convent Station, in Morristown.

Prospective members are invited to
attend this first rehearsal on Septem-
ber 2, during which auditions may be
arranged with Music Director An-
drew Megill for the evening of Thurs-
day, September 3. Auditions are held
at the Xavier Center.

For further information, contact
Becky Adams, membership chair, at
(908) 420-6869 or by e-mail at
beckyb491@gmail.com or visit The
Masterwork website at
masterwork.org.

Third Eye Blind, Pete Yorn
Confirmed for MusicFest

CLARK – The 12th annual Union
County MusicFest is set for September
12 and September 13 with a new loca-
tion, expanded family activities and
newly added bands, including headlin-
ing acts Third Eye Blind and Pete Yorn.

They Might be Giants, fresh off a
Grammy-winning children’s project,
will perform a musical set for kids and
also a rock set on Sunday, September
13.

This year’s event at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark runs from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. on
both days and will feature many new
opportunities for family fun with a fam-
ily-style carnival — The County Fair at
MusicFest — complete with a Ferris
wheel and other popular rides, midway
games and more.

MusicFest also features the ever-
popular Kids Kingdom, an interactive
exhibition by Major League Baseball,
more food and new vendors, plus a
walkathon and a 5k walk/run for char-
ity.

Among the musical offerings, a con-
tingent of local rising talent will be
featured on a stage dedicated to acts
sponsored by The Crossroads, a music
venue and restaurant in Garwood. Also,
the Fusion Arts and Music Collabora-
tion, a one-of-a-kind multisensory cul-
tural arts showcase where art, dance,
film and fashion converge, will also be
added this year, featuring Union County
artists.

Performing artists confirmed for Sat-
urday are the headliner, Third Eye Blind
(3EB), the alt-rock act that has made
hits like “Never Let You Go,” “Jumper,”
“Semi-Charmed Life,” and “How’s It
Going To Be”; Tommy James and the
Shondells, best known for rock ‘n’ roll
anthems such as “Mony, Mony,” “I
Think We’re Alone Now,” and “Crim-
son and Clover”; Uncle Kracker, a rock,
country, and rap rock hit maker, known
for his smash singles “Follow Me” and
“Drift Away”; Kenny Wayne Shepherd,
one-time child guitar prodigy and now
a full-fledged blues guitarist, singer
and song writer; The Minus 5, a rock
collective featuring R.E.M. guitarist
Peter Buck and led by the legendary
underground pop icon, Scott
McCaughey; The Alarm, led by Mike
Peters, has sold more than 5 million
records worldwide, and has enjoyed
hits in the three decades since being
founded in 1981; Fastball, who recently
released their fifth studio album and
along the way have accumulated a
Grammy nomination and hit singles
such as “The Way,” and “Out of My
Head”.

Sunday’s musical lineup will feature
Pete Yorn, a New Jersey native, head-
lining and closing out MusicFest. A
year after moving to Los Angeles in
2000, the Montville High School gradu-

ate released his debut album,
“Musicforthemorningafter,” and scored
all of the music to the film, “Me, Myself
and Irene.” Also confirmed to perform
on Sunday are The Gin Blossoms, a
power pop-rock act that recorded one
of the most influential rock albums of
the ’90s, “New Miserable Experience,”
a platinum record, and scored a number
of memorable hits, including “Found
Out About You” and “Hey Jealousy”;
They Might Be Giants, a fixture on the
alt-indie scene, the Brooklyn-based duo
was founded 20-something years back
by John Flansburgh and John Linnell.
In recent years, the band has become a
Grammy-winning kids’ band, releas-
ing the albums “No!” “Here Comes the
ABC’s” and “Here Comes the 123s”;
Tonic, founded in 1993 by lead singer
Emerson Hart and guitarist Jeff Russo,
had a sensational debut album, 1996’s
“Lemon Parade,” which included the
hits “If You Could Only See,” “Open
Up Your Eyes,” and “Casual Affair.”
2002’s “Head On Straight” earned two
Grammy nominations.

Other bands appearing on the Cross-
roads Stage presented by Walmart on
Saturday and Sunday include:
JoBonnano, School of Rock, Matt
Koziol Band, Jay Touhey, Beale Street
Love and The Embracers.

The Kids Kingdom Traveling Jubi-
lee returns with a full slate of children’s
activities, including moonwalks, crafts,
strolling performers and kid-friendly
music, all free or affordably priced.
Parents can spread a blanket out on the
grass and relax while children of all
ages explore the sights and sounds.

Dozens of food stands, sponsor
booths and vendors round out the fes-
tivities. Picnicking is encouraged, too,
and all attendees are invited to spread
out a blanket and set up lawn chairs.

For the past two years, raising funds
to fight cancer has been the heart of
MusicFest. That will continue in
MusicFest 2009 with the Rock On!
Walkathon and the 5k Rock ‘n’ Run, in
partnership with the Love, Hope,
Strength Foundation.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center ticket booth will also be on
hand, offering a glimpse into the fully
restored 1920’s former vaudeville hall
in Rahway. The international-quality
showcase was preserved from the
wrecking ball by dedicated local civic
groups, and recently purchased by
Union County to complete the restora-
tion.

There will be paid on-site parking for
$10 a vehicle, and free off-site parking
will be made available with a free shuttle
to MusicFest. For event details, and to
sign up for the Rock On! Walkathon or
the 5k Rock ‘n’ Run, visit
ucmusicfest.com.

From TV to NJ Concert
Stage: American Idols Deliver

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK — In the same way a
book might not translate well into a
movie, it was anyone’s guess how
well this year’s finalists from Fox’s
“American Idol” reality show would
make the leap from TV screen to 50-
city live concert tour.

Once you strip away the melodrama
of the judges’ critiques, the sob sto-
ries, and the is-he-or-isn’t-he curios-
ity that paved this year’s unpredict-
able road to select a winner, all you
have left is 10 people singing. Could
that in itself be as entertaining?

Indeed it can, as evidenced by the
enthusiastic reaction of fans young
and old who packed the Prudential
Center in Newark earlier this month
when the Idols took the stage.

The show got off to a slow start with
projected graphics revealing the top-
10 in descending order, followed by
tepid 10th runner up, Michael Sarver,
beginning his set. You could almost
hear the audience’s collective sigh of
realization: It would probably be at
least another hour or more before win-
ner Kris Allen or first-runner-up and
fan favorite Adam Lambert would ap-
pear.

In a shock heard around the world,
underdog Allen had bested
showstopper Lambert, favored to win,
during the eighth season’s finale last
May. With the two possessing very
different singing styles, many fans
eagerly awaited seeing both on this
live tour.

The first eight performers certainly

gave it their all, engaging concertgoers
with covers of hits past and present.

After Sarver, Megan Joy employed
her unique raspy vocals for Corinne
Bailey Rae’s soulful “Put Your
Records On.”

Energetic Lil Rounds brought the
crowd to its feet as she belted out
Beyonce’s “Single Ladies (Put a Ring
on It)” complete with rapid-fire dance
moves.

She and Matt Giraud, who gave his
rousing rendition of the Black Crowes’
“Hard to Handle,” seemed to show-
case their talents better in this live
setting than they had on the small
screen.

While the stage itself was modest,
it employed its one trick – a “trap
door” center stage concealing a mo-
torized platform – when crooner Scott
MacIntyre rose up already seated at
his piano.

The often-quiet MacIntyre, who is
legally blind, divulged his comedic
side, joking between songs. He even
asked for a “high five,” poking fun at
TV host Ryan Seacrest’s faux pas
earlier this year.

MacIntyre and Giraud later teamed
up for a captivating “dueling piano”
version of Billy Joel’s “Tell Her About
It.”

Anoop Desai infused Bobby
Brown’s “My Prerogative” with
plenty of attitude, and the first six
performers joined together for a lively
medley before intermission.

Next Allison Iraheta cranked out
powerhouse songs by Janis Joplin,
Pink and Heart, once again leaving

the audience wondering how she
could possibly possess such immense
skill at only 17.

Danny Gokey, who lost his wife to
a heart abnormality last year, shared
inspirational words about never let-
ting a tragedy “define you.” He per-
formed his set with the full-bodied
vocals he had exhibited all season.

When the lights went out for a
prolonged pause, the excitement was
palpable. After being baited by a drum
beat here and a flash of light there, the
crowd screamed Beatlemania-style
when Lambert emerged at last.

His flawless execution of “Whole
Lotta Love” not only exemplified his
pitch-perfect range, but his command-
ing stage presence. The fact that not
many performers would dare take on
Led Zeppelin was a testament to just
how talented Lambert is.

The crowd remained riveted as he
strutted around in black leather to
Muse’s funky “Starlight,” and then
showed how effortlessly he could tone
it all down to lend soft, crystal clear
vocals to Gary Jules’ version of “Mad
World.”

Iraheta joined him for a rocking
duet of Foghat’s “Slow Ride.” The
pair was all smiles, tossing around
articles the audience had thrown onto
the stage and clearly enjoying their
time together.

Lambert finished with an inspired
David Bowie medley, demonstrating
that indescribable “it” factor that will
keep him in the spotlight for years to
come.

The smoke (literally) cleared and a
simple gray curtain supplanted all the
high-energy theatrics and special ef-

fects surrounding Lambert to reveal
winner Kris Allen in a plaid shirt and
jeans, simply strumming his acoustic
guitar.

Allen proceeded to captivate with
his “unplugged” take on Kanye West’s
“Heartless,” erasing any doubts about
how anyone could possibly follow
Lambert.

He humbly thanked the crowd and
offered up the Killers’ “All These
Things That I Have Done,” the Match-
box 20 hit, “Bright Lights,” and got
behind the piano for Bill Wither’s
“Ain’t No Sunshine.”

It was clear Allen was not trying to
compete with nor best those who per-
formed before him – and he didn’t
need to – as his solid voice richly
delivered song after song.

The finalists joined him during the
Beatles’ “Hey Jude” and then danced
together for their final number,
Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing,”
complete with a chorus of “Nah, Nah,
Nah, Nah, Hey, Hey, Goodbye.”

The crowd roared its approval.
Apparently, you can strip away all

the reality-show hype if talent re-
mains. And this was an extremely
talented bunch.
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“IDOL” WORSHIP...The latest contestants of “American Idol” make believers
out of the audience at Newark’s Prudential Center as they sing “Don’t Stop
Believing.” Pictured, from left to right, are: Scott MacIntyre, Lil Rounds, Danny
Gokey, Michael Sarver, Adam Lambert, Kris Allen, Allison Iraheta, Megan Joy,
Anoop Desai and Matt Giraud.


