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Les Malamut Art Gallery
Hosts Multi-Talented Artist

Not content with just producing
artwork, she also shares her talents by
teaching at the Express Yourself Stu-
dio in Maplewood. She also was an
assistant teacher at Summit’s Visual
Art Center of New Jersey for several
years.

Her work has garnered awards, in-
cluding prizes from Milburn-Short
Hills Art Center, Westfield Art Asso-
ciation, Geraldine R. Dodge Founda-
tion, Italian Community Club,
Livingston Art Association and the
Pastel Society of New Jersey.

She is a member of many groups
promoting art, including The Portrait
Institute, Watchung Art Center, Con-
temporary Art Group, Montclair Mu-
seum, Cecilia Beaux Forum and the
Pastel Society of New Jersey.

She also maintains her own website
– rosaliart.com – and does custom
work on request.

For more information about the
gallery, please visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com.

GHOST SEASON...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, left, gets fitted for a
microphone for the final scene in an upcoming episode of “Ghost Hunters,” to be
aired tentatively on Wednesday, September 16, on the Syfy channel.

We apologize for the printing of this picture last

week. We blame the error on the supernatural.

Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Through September 1

WESTFIELD – The 13th Annual
Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Fes-
tival, sponsored by Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC),
winds down its season on Tuesday,
September 1, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in
Westfield. Four jazz performances
will take place throughout down-
town including Scott Hunter and The
Soul Searchers performing at the
North Avenue train station; Emilio
Teubel and La Balteuband at the
PNC Bank plaza at East Broad Street
and North Avenue; Stringbean and
the Stalkers at Central Avenue in
front of Banana Republic, and Dave
Leonhardt Trio at the First Baptist
Church lawn on Elm Street. In the

event of rain, the performances will
take place on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 2.

According to Sherry Cronin, DWC
executive director, “Every year, many
people ask us to extend the popular
jazz festivals through September. We
always host Sweet Sounds every
Tuesday in July and August, but this
year, we extended it through Sep-
tember 1. We’ve had a great time this
summer and want to thank everyone
for supporting downtown and our
many summer events.”

For the latest happenings, event
information and promotional offers
from Westfield businesses, see
westfieldtoday.com

Photo by Cheri Rogowsky for Downtown Westfield Corporation
JAZZ TRIO…The popular Dave Leonhardt Trio returns to the final evening of
the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival on Tuesday, September 1, to perform
on Elm Street at the First Baptist Church in Westfield.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003947

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-29085-08

Plaintiff: INDYMAC BANK F.S.B.
VS.
Defendant: JUAN GALLEGOS, JOHNNY ON

THE SPOT
Sale Date: 09/02/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/23/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Seventy Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Five
and 46/100*** $278,805.46.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 295 TERRILL ROAD,
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax Lot No. 33 in Block No. 26
Dimention of Lot Approximately: 60 x 125
Nearest Cross Street: STEWART PLACE
Beginning at a point on the northeasterly line of

Terrill Road distant 14.36 feet northwesterly from
the corner formed by the intersection of the
northeasterly line of Terrill Road with the north-
westerly line of Stewart place and running thence.

Prior Liens/encumbrances
Taxes: $1,826.44
Total as of July 7, 2009: $1,826.44
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eight Thou-

sand Five Hundred Ninety Seven and 57/100***
$308,597.57 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further notice
through publication.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 8/6, 8/13, 8/20
& 8/27/09 Fee: $173.40

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003931

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-16839-08

Plaintiff: CHASE HOME FINANCE, LLC
VS.
Defendant: KAREN CARTER, MR. CARTER,

HUSBAND OF KAREN CARTER, JPMORGAN
CHASE BANK, TARGET NATIONAL BANK,
NORTH STAR CAPITAL ACQUISITION, LLC

Sale Date: 09/02/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/25/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty Seven Thousand One Hundred Fifty
Two and 27/100*** $327,152.24.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 317 VICTOR
STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-0000

BENING KNOWN as LOT 8, BLOCK 4003, on
the official Tax Map of the Township of Scotch
Plains

Dimentions: 100.00 feet x 50.00 feet x 100.00
feet x 50.00 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Coles Avenue
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred seventy Two
Thousand Three Hundred Forty Three and 31/
100*** $372,343.31 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 8/6, 8/13, 8/20
& 8/27/09 Fee: $201.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004180

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-15973-08

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR LONG
BEACH MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2006-5

VS.
Defendant: PAMELA THOMAS; PHILIP A.

THOMAS, HER HUSBAND; LONG BEACH
MORTGAGE COMPANY; THEODORE CH.
HARAMIS, M.D., HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND OR INTEREST

Sale Date: 09/09/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/30/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Eighteen
and 03/100*** $557,818.03.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 259 RAVENS WOOD,
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax Lot No. 8.M in Block No. 3.N
Dimention of Lot Approximately: .381 AC
Nearest Cross Street: HAWK RIDGE
Beginning at a point in the southwesterly side

line of Raven’s Wood which point is distant
therein along the same in a general southeast-
erly direction 129.30 feet from its point of curve
leading into Hawk Ridge, said beginning point
also marking the dividing line between lot 12 and
lot 13 on a certain map hereinafter mentioned
and from said beginning point running thence.

Prior Liens/encumbrances
Taxes: $1,826.44
Total as of July 15, 2009: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty Nine

Thousand Four Hundred Ninety Eight and 44/
100*** $628,498.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 8/13, 8/20, 8/27
& 9/3/09 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004369

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-18485-08

Plaintiff: WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: BRIAN K. CHENEY; GRACE M.

CHENY; FRANCES B. KULIK
Sale Date: 09/23/2009
Writ of Execution: 01/30/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eighty Fivc Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Twelve and 65/100***
$85,912.65.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 542 Westfield
Avenue

Tax Lot 34 in Block 2501
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 50 feet x

150 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road
Subject to: Washington Mutual $250,000.00

February 2009
Total Upset:  ***Ninety Eight Thousand Six

Hundred Sicty Three and 14/100*** $98,663.14
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 600
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY  08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 8/27, 9/3, 9/10
& 9/17/09 Fee: $165.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004426

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12615-08A

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
VS.
Defendant: CATHERINE D. SMYTHE,

DUNCAN SMYTHE, JP MORGAN CHASE
BANK, NA

Sale Date: 09/23/2009
Writ of Execution: 07/27/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty Eight Thousand Four Hundred Seventy
Five and 84/100*** $488,475.84.

Property to be sold is located in the Town if
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 21 SANDY
HILL ROAD, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

BEING KNOWN as LOT 31, BLOCK 5503, on
the official Tax Map of the Town of Westfield

Dimensions: 91.00 feet x 110.00 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Bell Drive
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty Thousand

Eight Hundred Sixteen and 83/100***
$560,816.83 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY  08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 8/27, 9/3, 9/10
& 9/17/09 Fee: $189.72

UNION – Rosalia Tignini Verdun
will exhibit her versatile artwork at
the Les Malamut Art Gallery through
Wednesday, September 30. “Artistic
Expressions by Rosalia” will include
portraits, landscapes and abstract
paintings.

The gallery is located in the lower
level of the Union Public Library, at
1980 Morris Avenue in Union. It is
handicapped accessible, free and open
to the public during regular library
hours.

The artist was born in Italy and
came to America in her teen years.
Ms. Verdun paints in acrylics, oil and
pastels, having studied multiple tech-
niques by regularly visiting muse-
ums, attending different schools and
participating in workshops.

She said, “My journey to better
understand the mystery of art contin-
ues through many mediums, forms
and studies.”

In addition to her painting prowess,
she has functioned as a fashion de-
signer and an interior decorator. She
utilized her decorating skills when her
home was badly damaged by fire and
needed to be completely refurbished.
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District 9: Should be Your
Moviegoing Destination

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
4 popcorns

In Johannesburg, South Africa, ei-
ther now or in the not too distant future,
it has been 20 years since an alien
mother ship discharged its travelers
and then unexplainably perched, seem-
ingly immobile, several hundred feet
above Earth. In the interim, its ma-
rooned souls have been welcomed by
being put in a holding camp called
District 9.

It doesn’t help that they don’t look
like us. It never does. And, because we
have essentially captured and subju-
gated the upright walking, exoskeleton
variety of organism, our arrogance says
they are of inferior intelligence. Yet, we
unreasonably fear them. Funny, we
don’t feel that way about the plethora of
four-legged beasts we’ve dominated.

There are ostensibly two movies play-
ing simultaneously here, both inge-
niously written and directed by Neill
Blomkamp. One is sheer action and
special effects galore, a seat-edged saga
of revolution, heroics and strife. The
other is an intellectual delve into what
causes humanity to act out of fright
instead of wisdom. The smart money
will enjoy both.

Told in the newfangled, faux docu-
mentary style, ever-bobbing handheld
camera and all, we are first introduced
to the unlikely star of our show, quasi-
government wonk, Wikus Van De
Merwe (Sharlto Copley). He has just
been promoted. You see, his father-in-
law, Piet Smit (Louis Minnaar), is the
grand Kahuna at MNU (Multi-National
United).

On first blush, it seems a safe enough
upgrade…a place to bury the fool his
daughter (Vanessa Haywood) incom-
prehensibly loves. I have several cous-
ins who experienced the same fate.
But in this case, the left-handed eleva-
tion winds up the accidental making of
the man. Therein lies, at least in
storybooks and films, the ironic con-
ceit of bureaucracy.

Wikus, initially a nattering, equivo-
cating company man, is put in charge of
resettling the undesirable inhabitants of
District 9 to a politically more preferable
District 10, far from the city. However,
though totally disingenuous, the hardly
veiled lip service to civil rights groups
requires the Prawns (their derogatory
sobriquet) to sign-off on the move.

Nervously laughing, chattering ratio-
nalizations to the camera as he traverses
the slum for signatures from the clearly
hostile “underclass,” Wikus inadvert-
ently gets infected. Next thing we know,
he’s got the sweats and the
heaves…yucky black stuff, no less.
Yipes, he’s growing a claw. Can you
spell metamorphosis? This is gonna be
good.

Before you can say Big Brother, MNU,
the government’s pet private arm, is hot

on Wikus’s trail. There’s nothing – next
to vanquishing and taking control – that
the world’s second largest buyer of weap-
ons likes better than experimenting on
live subjects. Yup, the reference is unde-
niable. Enters their main bully, Koobus
Venter (David James). Boo hiss!

It’s his job to bring back Wikus, who
has wisely taken it on the lam. Here’s the
deal: Because the firing mechanisms on
the aliens’ extraordinarily superior weap-
ons are linked to their DNA, those evil
powers that be haven’t been able to shoot
them. Smit and company figure a human
with an alien claw might make the differ-
ence. They’re right.

But tyranny makes for strange bedfel-
lows. Only a while back, Wikus and an
alien whom he dubbed Chris argued
about signing papers. Now, through a
series of events, they have fallen to-
gether in a somewhat mutual struggle.
The spaceman wants to go home. Wikus
would like his arm, and everything else,
back the way it was. ‘Can do,’ assures
Chris.

But it will take some doing. Suffice
it to note that the big chase ties in with
an enchanting extrapolation about the
future of biotechnology. Specifically,
without giving too much more away,
they must seize the scientific equiva-
lent of the Holy Grail. It all connects to
a sociologically ennobling message
about inter-species collaboration.
Heady stuff, indeed.

This is sci-fi at its best, a panoply of
metaphors…witty, telling and as often
uplifting as disparaging. Name a hu-
man foible, injustice or downright
shame and, like they used to say in the
Prego commercials, it’s in there. While
the villains are either South African or
the adherents of a Nigerian warlord
who profits from the civil unrest, they
are all familiar.

We know these power-hungry dema-
gogues from our own past administra-
tions. Only the severity of their crimes
against humanity differs from the
wrongs depicted here, their Machiavel-
lian wiles still fresh in our minds. So
much so, in fact, that when treated to the
truth for a change, we are mistrustful
and hence still vulnerable to selfish
manipulation.

A big prize or two awaits 29-year-old
writer-director Neill Blomkamp for this
stunning exercise in political science.
Combining sublimely his filmmaking
skills with a scholarly, two-fisted de-
ployment of the First Amendment, Dis-
trict 9 does a thoughtfully entertaining
number on racism and government cor-
ruption.

* * *
District 9, rated R, is a Sony Pictures

Entertainment release directed by Neill
Blomkamp and stars Sharlto Copley,
Louis Minnaar and David James. Run-
ning time: 112 minutes

2009 Teen Arts Exhibit
On Display in Rahway

RAHWAY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounce that the 2009 Teen Arts Trav-
eling Exhibit will be on display at the
Edge Art Gallery, located at 1577
Irving Street in the Rahway Arts Dis-
trict, from August 21 through Sep-
tember 25 during regular gallery
hours, with extended hours on “First
Thursday” September 3.

The local exhibiting students include:
Linda Hu, Berkeley Heights, Gov-

ernor Livingston High School; Kat
Tischenko, Berkeley Heights, Colum-
bia Middle School; Isabelle Perrin,
Mountainside, Deerfield School;
Veronica Tolentino, Scotch Plains,
Union County Vo-Tech; Emily
Aschenbach, Scotch Plains, Union
County Vo-Tech; Brian Fischer,
Scotch Plains, Union County Vo-
Tech; Louis Rodriquez, Scotch Plains,

Hillcrest Academy; Gabby Aragona,
Westfield, Lamberts Mill Academy;
Julia Godbee, Westfield, Edison In-
termediate School.

The exhibit consists of 55 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual-art works shown at the 2009
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College in
Cranford. The Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs in
the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal administer the an-
nual event.

For information about the Teen
Arts program, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, N.J. 07202; telephone (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay service users
should call 711 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Playback Fill Mindowaskin
Park With Rock Classics

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On Thursday
night, Mindowaskin Park was filled
with the sounds of classic-rock mu-
sic as Playback, a pop/rock cover
group made entirely of Westfield
natives, played for an enthusiastic
crowd (and some mosquitoes).

The band faced problems before
the show began, as bassist Chris
Junior was delayed in getting to the
park. The other band members, gui-
tarists Joe Ward and Scott Finter
and drummer Chris Wolfson, were
fortunately able to occupy the grow-
ing crowd until Mr. Junior could
arrive. Playback then began the
show with a rather limp Mr. Junior-
led version of the song “Tough
Enough.”

The band quickly picked up
though, as it moved into a more
energetic version of the Monkee’s
“I’m a Believer” sung by Mr. Finter
– Playback would switch vocalists
throughout the night – which had
many of the younger patrons danc-
ing. Mr. Ward then took over on
“Love Is a River.”

Playback continued to play selec-
tions from several classic-rock
groups, including the Kinks (“All of
the Night”), the Rolling Stones (“The
Last Time”), Tom Petty (“Won’t
Back Down”) and even the Who
(“The Kids Are Alright”).

The visual was just as rock-de-
rived, as Mr. Finter bore resemblance
to Bryan Adams, Mr. Ward to Cheap
Trick’s Rick Neilson, and Mr.
Wolfson to Weezer drummer Patrick

Wilson.
They also played a few original

songs such as “Little Bit of Soul,”
which fit perfectly with the night’s
set list. Between songs, the band
enjoyed some warm banter with the
crowd, especially in the front, where
many of their family members had
gathered. In fact, many songs were
introduced by remarking: “they
asked us to play this song.”

After a short break, Playback re-
turned with a pounding version of
Roy Orbison’s “Pretty Woman” and
Creedence Clearwater Revival’s
“Who’ll Stop the Rain?” In addition
to the Byrds’ “Feel A Whole Lot
Better,” the band also showed Jersey
respect by playing “Behind the Wall
of Sleep” from legendary Jersey
band, the Smithereens.

They briefly returned to the
Monkees with “I’m Not Your Step-
ping Stone” and then played the
Yardbirds’ “Heart Full of Soul”; prior
to playing, they mentioned that this
was the second song they had played
to feature “soul” in the title.

Playback then ended the night with
a quartet of rock classics – “Secret
Agent Man,” with excellent vocals
from Mr. Ward, Them’s (Van
Morrison) garage-rock classic
“Gloria” and two from the Beatles –
“I Want to Hold Your Hand” and “I
Saw Her Standing There.” Playback
wished its audience well and hoped
that everyone would arrive home
safely. The crowd slowly dispersed,
after dancing in the park to a great
rock-and-roll revue from Westfield’s
native sons.

Julius Caesar, A Political
Thriller, Comes to Westfield

ET TU, BRUTE...? Fred Dennehy of Cranbury portrays Julius Caesar and Susan
Bigelow of Westfield plays his wife Calpurnia in Julius Caesar, to be performed
this weekend in Westfield.

WESTFIELD – Director Joseph
Penczak is overseeing the produc-
tion of Julius Caesar, one of William
Shakespeare’s most often studied and
quoted plays, to be performed out-
doors at The Gazebo in Mindowaskin
Park, adjacent to Town Hall in
Westfield, this weekend on August
28, 29 and 30.

The play chronicles events leading
to Caesar’s brutal assassination, Marc
Antony’s famous eulogy, and the civil
war that follows in this historic trag-
edy. Though set in 44 BC (complete
with swordplay and togas,) audiences
will be reminded that Shakespeare’s
Julius Caesar still applies in today’s
political arena.

The 25-member cast includes local
residents of Westfield and other
nearby communities. The main char-
acters are among Shakespeare’s most
memorable: Julius Caesar, Brutus,
Cassius and Marc Antony.

Presented by the Troupe of Friends
and the Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment, these productions have become
one of the area’s newest popular out-
door theatrical events.

Troupe of Friends, Inc., is a
501(c)(3) corporation organized to
present public performances of the
plays of William Shakespeare and

other dramatists, and to provide in-
struction in the theater arts to chil-
dren and the public generally.

Julius Caesar will be performed on
Friday, August 28, at 7:30 p.m., Satur-
day, August 29, at 7:30 p.m., ending
with a performance on Sunday, Au-
gust 30, at 2 p.m.

Admission is free; no tickets are
necessary, and the audience is invited
to bring picnic blankets and chairs.
The rain location is the Community
Room in the Westfield Town Hall at
425 East Broad Street, Westfield.

For more information, see troupe-
of-friends.com.

Art Group Hosts Show
At Overlook Hospital
SUMMIT – The Contemporary Art

Group (CAG) of NJ, affiliated with
the Watchung Arts Center, is hosting
a show at the Overlook Hospital Gal-
lery, located at 99 Beauvoir Avenue
in Summit.

The show runs from now through
Friday, October 9. There will be an
opening reception on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
main auditorium.

More than 20 artists, all CAG mem-
bers, are participating. Works in oils,
watercolors, acrylics, pastels, photog-
raphy, printmaking, pen and ink, en-
caustics and mixed media are on view.

Works are on sale through the gift
shop, and a percentage of sales goes
to the Hospital Auxiliary and Contin-
ued Cancer Care. To learn more, see
contemporaryartgroup.org.


