
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 27, 2009 Page 7

AWAY WE GO…In July, members of Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains
Renaissance joined other seniors from New Jersey synagogues for a weekend of
fun and friendship at Camp Kislak in Pennsylvania. There they enjoyed religious
services, music, crafts, boating and the opportunity to meet new people. Pictured,
Claire Greenberg, sitting in rear of boat, and sister Mitzi Simon shove off.

Interviews to Recall Life
In Early 1900’s Westfield

WESTFIELD – “Growing up in
Westfield in the early 1900s” will
be the topic of the Westfield His-
torical Society’s 1980 oral taped
interview of John Simonetti and F.
E. Whitlock as they reminisced
about the events and changes they
witnessed over those early years.

These historic recollections may
be heard at the Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon at noon on
September 2 at Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

A lost, low-flying dirigible that
knocked off the flagpole of the old
American Legion building; learn-
ing to fly at the Westfield Airport; a
horse and buggy sleigh ride at
Christmas; boyhood pranks and the
influence of the local cop on the
beat are just a few of the topics
discussed on the tape.

Walter Perry, a former town coun-
cilman, conducted the interview in
May of 1980 in Mr. Whitlock’s
home. Mr. Perry does the introduc-
tions and then lets Mr. Simonetti
and Mr. Whitlock interview one
another. Both men were Westfield
natives. Mr. Simonetti, a well-
known Westfield mechanic, was
born in 1910. Mr. Whitlock, presi-

dent of the Home Insurance Com-
pany, was born in 1914.

“The audio on this tape is very
clear and is just one of over 50 that
were done of residents who had
lived in Westfield 50 years or more,”
said Bob Miller, program chairman.
“They were compiled by an oral
history group of the Westfield His-
torical Society in the late 1970s and
early ’80s, and a copy of each was
sent to the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary and the Society’s archives.

“There are interesting historic in-
terviews with township officials such
as mayors Charles P. Bailey and H.
Emerson Thomas, but most are with
average citizens who tell of their
personal recollections and the events
that occurred during their lives in
Westfield,” Mr. Miller continued.

“Space for an oral history center
has been provided for in the
Society’s new permanent home, the
1875-era Reeve House, when its
restoration and rehabilitation has
been completed,” he stated.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by calling (908) 233-2930
by noon on Monday, August 31.
The cost of the luncheon is $18,
including gratuity.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 756 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.tewnj.org   908-232-6770

A Great Opportunity to Get 
Acquainted with Temple Emanu-El… 
Friday, September 11,  7:00 - 7:45 p.m.
Meet & Greet for Prospective & New Members*
Followed by Shabbat Hallelu service in song at 7:45 p.m. 

 * Get to know our members, clergy, educators and special education staff .

Being part of a community is important.

Experience Temple Emanu-El...
We look forward to you joining our community.

Rabbi Douglas B. Sagal
Cantor Martha T. Novick
Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor   
Rabbi Erin Glazer    
Carolyn Shane, Executive Director
David Gronlund-Jacob, Religious School Principal
Jill Cimafonte, Early Childhood Education Director

Behold how beautiful it is when 
we dwell together.
                                 - Psalm 133:1

– Obituaries –
Richard J. Carolan, 64, Local Realtor;
Was Scouting Commander at Church

Richard J. Carolan, 64, of Rahway
entered into eternal rest on Monday,
August 17, in his home surrounded
by his loving family.

Born on Staten Island, N.Y., he
resided in Roselle before moving to
Rahway five years ago.

Mr. Carolan was a realtor for more
than 30 years, most recently with
Weichert Realtors of Westfield. He
was the former owner and broker of
Carolan Real Estate and Appraisal
Services of Westfield.

He was a member of the New Jer-
sey Realtors Association, the Greater
Union County Association of Real-
tors and the New Jersey Certified
Residential Appraisers.

Mr. Carolan was a Royal Ranger
Scouting Commander at the Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains for over 10
years. He loved to go camping with

his children.
He was the beloved husband for 25

years of Cathleen (Colby) Carolan
and the devoted father of Bryan,
Allison, Daniel, Matthew and Chris-
tian. He was the cherished son of Alice
(Evans) Carolan and the late Vincent
Carolan and the dear brother of Alice
Kosten, Vincent Carolan, Kathleen
Sheppard, Patricia Colangelo and
Michael, Joseph and William Carolan.

The funeral service took place on
Saturday, August 22, at the Evangel
Church. Interment followed at Hazel
Wood Cemetery in Clark.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Walter J. Johnson Fu-
neral Home in Clark. To offer condo-
lences or for more information, please
go to www.walterjohnsonfh.com.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    
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Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 
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NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 
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A New Life-Stage Known
As ‘Emerging Adulthood’
By REV. MIKE M. SAMSON

Psychologists and sociologists have
recently found that there is a new stage
of life between adolescence and adult-
hood called “emerging adulthood.”
This stage begins with the end of sec-
ondary school and ends with the at-
tainment of full adulthood. Full adult-
hood is measured in various ways, but
here are a few things mentioned by
those who “feel” like adults: accept
responsibility for yourself; make de-
cisions independently from parents;
become (gradually) financially inde-
pendent. The traditional criteria are:
finish education; marriage; parenthood
– and these are, surprisingly, at the
bottom of the list of necessary criteria
for one “feeling” like an adult.

Nevertheless, adulthood as a life-
stage (remember Erikson’s life-stages
from Psych 101?) is not being reached
until one has reached the late twen-
ties or thirties at some point. In previ-
ous generations, the typical person
graduated from school and got mar-
ried. Of course, there were excep-
tions, but this was the general trend.
This meant that a person would go
from one support system (school, fam-
ily) to another (marriage, new fam-
ily). Communities and churches have
always striven to provide institutional
supports for those in all stages of life.
Churches have always striven to be a
faithful witness to God at work in the
world and in the lives of each person
who enters its doors. With the advent
of this new stage of life, it is deeply
important that our community and its
various communities of faith give
those experiencing emerging adult-

hood support and guidance.
Many reading this likely know of

someone in the life-stage of emerging
adulthood. Others may be in that par-
ticular stage in their own lives. Whether
we are living and experiencing the
hard questions, and sometimes lonely
moments, during this time of life, or if
we know someone who is, we can be
absolutely certain of this: God’s love
for us is unfailing and God’s presence
is always all around us and deep within
us. From beginning to end, there is no
stage or situation in life that can sepa-
rate us from God. The words of Psalm
139 are profoundly comforting and
thoroughly true:

13For it was you, Lord, who formed
my inward parts; you knit me to-
gether in my mother’s womb;

14I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made. Wonderful are
your works; that I know very well.

15My frame was not hidden from
you, when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the
earth.

16Your eyes beheld my unformed
substance. In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.

17How weighty to me are your
thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum
of them!

18I try to count them – they are more
than the sand; I come to the end –I am
still with you.

* * * * * * *

Reverend Samson is associate pas-
tor at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Rachel Schack Aids Animals
For Bat Mitzvah Project

Rachel Schack

FANWOOD – For her bat mitzvah
project, Temple Sholom (Fanwood/
Scotch Plains) religious school stu-
dent Rachel Schack of Scotch Plains
is volunteering with Lifeline Animal
Rescue, helping with its pet adop-
tion days and collecting items needed
for the animals that are awaiting new
homes, such as food and toys.

As part of becoming a bar or bat
mitzvah (one who is responsible for
the commandments of Judaism), stu-
dents at Temple Sholom are required
to create a mitzvah project to show that
they realize their personal responsibil-
ity to make the world a better place.

An animal lover, Rachel felt this
project had special meaning for her
since her family acquired their dog,
Hailey, from a shelter just a few

years ago.
“I enjoyed working at the pet

adoption days because I was able to
spend time with animals, which I
love, and help a worthwhile organi-
zation,” she said.

Donations can be dropped off dur-
ing business hours at the Temple
Sholom office, located at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, 74 South
Martine Avenue (at LaGrande Av-
enue) in Fanwood. Items needed for
both cats and dogs include food and
toys as well as general supplies, such
as paper towels.

For more information, call Temple
Sholom at (908) 889-4900 or e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org. Rachel, the
daughter of Karen and David Schack,
will become a bat mitzvah on Satur-
day, September 5.

Dianne Mangakis Cooke, 56, Enjoyed
Decorating, Gardening and Travel

Florence Zhelesnik, 67, Retired Nurse;
Sports Enthusiast and Church Member
Florence “Sis” Zhelesnik, 67, of

Hightstown died on Monday, August
17, at Compassionate Care Hospice
in Trenton.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived in
North Plainfield and in Westfield
before moving to Hightstown two
years ago.

Mrs. Zhelesnik graduated from
North Plainfield High School and
Muhlenberg School of Nursing. She
had worked as a Registered Nurse at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield until retiring in 2008.

A sports enthusiast, Sis was an avid
gymnast, taught gymnastics and en-
joyed bowling. She also was a dedi-
cated member of the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, where she served as
an Elder and Usher.

Surviving are her husband, George;
three children, Lisa Bunis (Joel),
Melissa DeRose (Peter) and Tracy
Brostek (Doug); two stepchildren,

Kenneth William Zhelesnik and
Kathleen Wisbeski (Ken); her twin
brother, Russell Thomas, and her sis-
ter, Jacqueline Rand (Bill), and two
grandchildren, Evan Peter DeRose
and Brendan DeRose.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, September 26, at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
located at the corner of LaGrande and
Martine Avenues in Fanwood.

Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. For additional information
or to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, 74 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023 or to Compas-
sionate Care Hospice, 601 Hamilton
Avenue, Sixth Floor, Trenton, N.J.
08629.
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Robert A. Ford, 49
Robert Andrew Ford, 49, of Scotch

Plains died on Saturday, August 22,
at the Veterans Administration Medi-
cal Center in East Orange.

Born in Plainfield, he lived his
entire life in Scotch Plains.

Andy worked as an automobile
mechanic for B&B Auto in Plainfield
for 20 years.

He proudly served in the United
States Navy and was a member of
Martin Wallberg American Legion
Post 3 in Westfield.

Surviving are his sisters, Eliza-
beth Kelly Farrell and Terri-Lee
Wiggins; his brother, Edward Dex-
ter Ford, Jr.; three nieces, Michelle
Moody, Patricia Bucciarelli and
Yolanda Wiggins, and eight great-
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, August 27,
at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. There
will be no calling hours prior to the
service.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Veterans Administra-
tion Medical Center of East Orange,
385 Tremont Avenue, East Orange,
N.J. 07018. For additional informa-
tion or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Dianne Cooke

Dianne Mangakis Cooke, 56, of
Green Valley, Ariz., formerly of
Westfield, passed on Friday,
August 7, 2009. It was her
strong faith that helped her
fight her battle with cancer,
until the Lord decided to
grant her eternal rest.

Dianne was a homemaker
who was passionate about
decorating, had a green
thumb and loved to travel.

Dianne, you will be missed
by all of us who loved you
dearly – your beloved husband, Curtis
V. Cooke; your loving mother, Nina
Mangakis; your adoring sister and

brother-in-law, Alexis and Joe Scerbo;
your precious nephews, Nico and

Dimitri, and of course, Tara
and Jolie!

A memorial service in
Dianne’s honor will be held
on Sunday, September 13,
at 10 a.m. at the Holy Trin-
ity Greek Orthodox Church,
250 Gallows Hill Road in
Westfield.

Donations may be made
in her memory to Odyssey
Health Care, 1730 River

Road, Suite 107, Tucson, Ariz. 85718.
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Scotch Plains Lions
Request Vendors

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club is seeking ven-
dors for Scotch Plains Day/Week-
end, which will take place on Satur-
day and Sunday, October 17 and 18.

The festivities on Saturday will
feature the Lions Market from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. alongside the usual
Farmers Market in the municipal
parking lot on Park Avenue.

On Sunday, the Lions Market will
take place from noon to 5 p.m. on Park
Avenue. There also will be rides and
entertainment. Park Avenue will be
closed to vehicular traffic on Sunday.

Besides the market, there will be
multiple food vendor opportunities
available. All vendors may set up
on a “first-come, first-served” basis
after 6:30 a.m. on Saturday and af-
ter 9 a.m. on Sunday, using their
own tables and chairs.

Anyone interested in vendor
spaces for either Saturday or Sun-
day, or both days, or in need of more
information is asked to call Ron
Kelly, vice president of the Scotch
Plains Lions Club, at (908) 753-8218.

An
cho

r of Hope

“We have this Hope as an anchor 
for the soul, firm and secure.”

Hebrews 6:19a

‘Anchor Of Hope’ 
FREE COMMUNITY DINNER
Friday, September 11, 2009 

138 East Broad St., Westfield – 6:00 pm

How do we find hope & support for the problems of today?
How do we anchor ourselves through the storms of life?

Where can we find the faith to sustain us? 

Join us for food, discussion and plausible solutions 
at a free community dinner (featuring Jersey Mike’s subs) 

Hosted by “Anchor of Hope”

Steve Deats, a member of the Chatham Counsel and Educational Group, will be our
keynote speaker. He will present a variety of useful tips on coping skills for today’s stresses

and anxieties; he will also show us how to maintain hope during times of difficulty. 

We welcome your participation, and hope that you join us on September 11th 
and at future activities in the coming months. Together, we will learn how to 

lift the spirit through hope! 

Please call Redeemer Lutheran Church 
at 908-232-1517 to RSVP.


