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Notification of Environmental 

Investigation and Cleanup 

The Lofts At Garwood (a.k.a. 

North Avenue Redevelopment 

Project – Garwood 2) 

 518 North Avenue and 710-

714 North Avenue (Block 109/ 

Lot 1) 

Garwood, New Jersey 

NJDEP Preferred Identification 

# 030562 

August 27, 2009 
 

In accordance with New Jersey 

Department of Environmental 

Protection (NJDEP) regulations for 

“Notification and Public Outreach”, The 

Lofts At Garwood II, LLC provides 

herein information relating to 

environmental investigative and 

remedial activities being conducted at 

the above referenced Site. 

 

In December, 1998, a 1,000-gallon 

leaded gasoline underground storage 

tank and its associated piping and 

dispenser were removed from the 

northwest corner of the subject 

property.  During removal activities, 

impacted soil was observed and 

subsequently remediated.  A subsequent 

ground water investigation indicated the 

presence of gasoline-related compounds 

in ground water including, but not 

limited to, benzene, ethylbenzene, 

toluene, xylenes and lead, which were 

initially detected in 1999.  Since this 

time, several of these compounds in the 

ground water have migrated beyond the 

property into Chestnut Street.  The 

extent of these compounds has been 

delineated.   

 

The Lofts At Garwood II, LLC is 

conducting remedial activities in 

accordance with the requirements of the 

NJDEP to address the chemical 

constituents detected.  In addition, an 

evaluation of receptors in the area has 

been completed in order to ensure that 

the remedial approach is appropriate for 

the Site.   

 

For additional information or to obtain a 

copy of the complete fact sheet for this 

Site, please contact Ms. Terri Smith, 

Public Outreach Contact, The ELM 

Group, Inc. at  (609) 683-4848.  You 

may also direct questions to the NJDEP 

Office of Community Relations (OCR) 

at 609-984-3081. 

Why Vacation?
Get Away To

Your
Bedroom…

Experience the
Nirvana Latex

Mattress
Collection

Only At…...

www.mattressfac.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

E. Hanover closed Sunday & Monday

MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511

1906 Bartle Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 • 908.322.7711

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY BY THE NJ SUPREME COURT

FORMER
PROSECUTOR

Scotch Plains
2007 & 2008

• DWI
• Traffic Violations
• Criminal Charges

in all courts

ATTORNEY AT LAW

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

44¢

DON’T THINK!!

Thinking Leads to

QUESTIONS!

This Public Service Message brought
to you by your Government.

Paid for by Michael Ferrante, subject

Every year, UCC students transfer credits to top 
colleges and universities across the United States. The

College has transfer agreements with over 50 colleges and
 programs, as well as Joint Admissions and Dual Degree Programs

with NJIT and Rutgers, Georgian Court, Montclair State, Kean, 
Fairleigh Dickinson and New Jersey City Universities.

UCC offers you a quality education, 
at a price you can afford, close to home. 

C H O O S E

■ Choose from 80 Programs of Study or English as a Second
Language

■ Fall ‘09 Semester begins Sept. 2 (register until Sept. 9)
■ Fall ‘09 Late Start classes begin Sept. 16 (register until Sept. 22)
■ Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or

 universities
■ Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends
■ Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses 
■ Only $94 per credit for Union County residents

FOR INFORMATION CALL
908-709-7518 OR

Visit UCC online at
www.ucc.edu

STUDY HELP...Anne Magnotti and Dolores Geisow of The Woman’s Club of
Westfield recently presented a check to Thelma Smith, director of the Westfield
Community Center. These funds are earmarked for the center’s After School
tutorial program under the guidance of teacher Joanne Ryan. Children ages 5-13
gather after school for instruction and homework assistance. The gift will be used
to purchase homework study tools for language arts and math. Pictured, left to
right, are: back, Mrs. Ryan, Mrs. Magnotti, Mrs. Geisow, Ms. Smith; front, Jason
Previlon, Mariah Marrero and Jeffrey Yang.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TALKING SPORTS...Former Cranford Mayor Phil Morin takes a break from
discussing politics with The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. He is chairman of the Union County Republican Party. Cougar football
and the new turf field in Cranford is discussed. The first Cranford High School
football game on the new field will be with Scotch Plains on Saturday, September
12, at 7 p.m. Pictured, left to right, are: Sports Editor David Corbin, Mr. Morin
and journalist Christina Hinke, a Cranford resident.

Christie Against Appeals Court Ruling
On Affordable Housing

TRENTON – Republican candi-
date for Governor of New Jersey Chris
Christie urged Governor Jon Corzine
to join him in fighting this week’s
appeals court decision on affordable
housing. The appeals court deter-
mined towns in New Jersey already
meeting the affordable housing quota
could be mandated to ignore zoning
laws to allow for additional afford-
able housing.

“Yesterday’s ruling is the latest
blow to our struggling towns and resi-
dents already overwhelmed by sky-
rocketing property taxes, diminished
services and heightened urban sprawl.
Enough is enough – placing more
onerous requirements on our towns is
a lazy and sloppy approach to solving
our affordable housing problem and

only creates further problems at the
local level,” Mr. Christie said in a
statement.

“I ask Governor Corzine to join me
in denouncing this ruling and sup-
porting a special session of the Legis-
lature so we can overturn this damag-
ing decision and fix this problem be-
fore even more towns and New
Jerseyans pay the price.”

Letters to the Editor
Standards Should Be Created Before
Appointments Are Made in Westfield
It was a pleasure to read the letter [The

Westfield Leader, August 20] of a former
councilman, Kenneth Mac Ritchie, enun-
ciate the most important points to be
learned from civil litigation such as Ms.
Chambers’ lawsuit.

The present town leaders should insure
that the mayor have requirements speci-
fied by outside experts which set the
highest standards for heads of depart-
ments. No mayor, receiving the warnings
surrounding the appointment of police
chief as were received by former Mayor
Jardim, should be required to rely on the
“good-old-boy” system of deferring to
the out-going chief who wants to crown
his heir-apparent and the administrator
who naturally wants a candidate who can
be controlled.

The heads of each department control

multi-million dollar budgets and directly
affect our way of life. Everyone in town
should believe that the head of each de-
partment was appointed on merit alone
and not because of favors done in the past,
nepotism, promotions to avoid lawsuits
or any other reason. The standards for
each head of department should be cre-
ated before an appointment becomes nec-
essary to avoid the allegation that the new
standards were custom made for the heir-
apparent.

This is not an attack on any head of
department, but it is an attack on a system
outlined by Mr. Mac Ritchie where the
mayor deferred to two parties in interest
who gave us a head of department that we
should avoid in the future.

A. John Blake
Westfield

NJTPA Board Adopts Long-Range
Plan, List of Projects

NEWARK – The Board of Trustees of
the North Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority (NJTPA) on Monday adopted
Plan 2035, the long-range transportation
plan for 13 counties in northern and cen-
tral New Jersey. The board also adopted
its annual Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP).

Forecasts contained in Plan 2035 indi-
cate that the region’s population will grow
to approximately 7.8 million by 2035.

Employment will increase to about 3.7
million. The plan would allow the region’s
transportation system to accommodate
this expected growth.

The plan calls for $141 billion in trans-
portation investments over the next 25
years. Current funding from these sources
extended over 25 years would yield $92
billion (or $63 billion in 2009 dollars).

Highlights of Plan 2035’s 25-year
agenda include: repair and maintenance
of regional roads, bridges and transit in-
frastructure; improve safety on the trans-
portation system; rail expansion, includ-
ing the Mass Transit Tunnel; expand bus
service; improve access and connectivity
to transit through park-and-rides, local
shuttles and station; improve bicycle and
pedestrian transportation; encourage tran-
sit-oriented development, smart growth;
improve goods movement, and make the
road network more efficient.

Local projects for 2010-2013 include:
$50 million toward the North Avenue

Corridor Improvement project, designed
to enhance access to Port Newark, Port
Elizabeth and Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport via Route 1&9 and the New
Jersey Turnpike, and to separate port-
bound truck traffic from passenger traffic
headed to commercial uses in the area like
the Jersey Gardens Mall and IKEA.

$32.5 million for the Tremley Point
Connector Road project, which would
provide direct access from the Turnpike
to approximately 400 acres of strategi-
cally located brownfields in southeastern
Union County.

$37 million toward construction of a
full interchange at the Garden State Park-
way and Interstate 78 (Interchange 142)
in Hillside and Union townships.

Rep. Lance: Fiscal
House, ‘Total Disarray’

FLEMINGTON — U.S. Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7) Tuesday issued the
following statement regarding the latest
federal deficit estimates released by the
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice (CBO) and president’s Office of Man-
agement & Budget (OMB):

“Figures released by the White House
budget office reveal a fiscal house in total
disarray. The federal government faces
an exploding $9 trillion deficit over the
next decade. Most concerning, today’s
figures show the public debt doubling by
2019 and reaching three-quarters the size
of the entire national economy. And un-
employment could go higher than 10 per-
cent nationally.

“Yet, the president and the Democratic-
led Congress continue to push for the
passage of a massively expensive health
care bill that will add more spending and
more debt — hardly the right medicine to
help our ailing economy.”

Mr. Lance currently serves as a mem-
ber of the U.S. House Financial Services
Committee, and is a leading voice in
Congress for reducing national debt.

UC Republican Chair Morin Sees GOP
Picking Up Freeholder, Assembly Seats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Union County Repub-
lican Chairman Phil Morin told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week that he believes
the party has an opportunity to pick up seats
on the county freeholder board, as well as
seats in the 22nd Legislative District, which
includes Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

“We believe we are going to have a very
strong grassroots effort in Elizabeth,” Mr.
Morin said, adding that the party is also
running two candidates for the Union Town-
ship governing body. This follows the GOP’s
support of Joseph Menza in the race for
Hillside mayor against Councilman Jerome
Jewell, who was supported by Union County
Democratic Chairwoman Charlotte
DeFillipo. The Chris Christie Gubernato-
rial Campaign helped get out the vote for
Mr. Menza in the runoff election.

“To me that shows the hunger of the
(Christie) campaign and their willingness
to engage people on issues outside of the
traditional Republican areas,” he said.

Mr. Morin said he believes county Demo-
crats have made a number of decisions that
are going to be unpopular with voters come
November including county dog park im-
provements, which were originally pro-
posed at $600,000, purchasing Oakwood
Park in New Providence and putting for-
ward a $4-million improvement plan for the
park, and “ramming through” the closing
and conversion of Oak Ridge Golf Course
in Clark into a park and new home for the
annual Union County MusicFest concert.

“It will be interesting to see if they (free-
holders) are a perspective bidder for the
Hyatt Hills course” in Clark, which General
Motors put on the list of assets to be sold as
part of its Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing.

“They (county Democrats) are definitely
feeling the heat of a tough campaign with
not a lot of enthusiasm for the top of their
ticket,” Mr. Morin said.

At the freeholder race, Mr. Morin wants
GOP candidates to gain 60,000 votes, 10,000
more tallies over what the GOP captured in
the last two Gubernatorial elections.

“I think Anthony (Sytko) and Nicole
(Cole) are strong candidates. I think a lot is
going to depend on how we do on the
western end of the county, whether we can
slim the margins in Elizabeth. It will be
interesting to see if Christie has coattails in
the Democratic communities for down bal-
lot,” Mr. Morin said. He said that could be
a factor in the 22nd Legislative race where
Republicans Martin Marks and Bo Vastine
of Scotch Plains are challenging Democrat
Assembly incumbents Linda Stender of
Fanwood and Jerry Green of Plainfield.

Mr. Morin said he feels GOP surrogate
contender, attorney Arthur Zapolski of Lin-

den, is “a great candidate.” He spent 30
years in the U.S. Air Force and Air Force
Reserves and had worked for a Democratic
Congressman in Texas.

In addition to this year’s campaign, mu-
nicipal coordinators for the county race will
be collecting signatures to have a referen-
dum put on the 2010 November ballot
asking voters whether the county should
switch to freeholder districts instead of the
current at-large system. Mr. Morin said the
petition drive has collected 6,000 of the
40,000 signatures needed to have the ques-
tion placed on the ballot, and plans to
pickup at least 15,000 signatures during the
fall campaign.

He said he “would be shocked…if the
[governor’s race] was a double-digit margin.”
He said Union County scheduled its GOP
convention earlier this year in order to be the
county to give Mr. Christie the organiza-
tional line in the June Primary Election.

The party also moved its county head-
quarters from Grove Street to North Av-
enue in Westfield into a complex occupied
by Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-Westfield)
and Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th). The new
office also serves as county headquarters
for the Christie Campaign.

Mr. Morin said as county chairman he is
responsible for recruiting candidates at the
county and local level, fundraising and as-
sisting the top of fall campaign tickets.

“Unlike my counterpart (Ms. DeFillippo),
the county Republican organization is not
one that puts mandates or requirements or a
litmus test for our county or local candi-
dates. We want good people that are going
to work for the best interests of their com-
munities,” Mr. Morin said.

At the municipal level, Mr. Morin said
the party is focused on picking up seats in
Westfield in the third and fourth wards, as
well as in Fanwood and Garwood. The
party also wants to retain a council seat in
Scotch Plains.

“Fanwood is a community that should lean
Republican. Several years ago the Republi-
cans were voted out on an anti-development
platform and it looks like the Democrats just
picked up the development platform and con-
tinue to move with it,” Mr. Morin said. “I feel
we can pick up two seats (in Fanwood).”

Mr. Morin recently joined the law firm of
Florio Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader in Roch-
elle Park. In addition to former Gov. Jim
Florio, a democrat, the firm is headed by
Warren County GOP Chairman Doug
Steinhardt and Paul Fader, who served in
the administrations of Governors Jim
McGreevey and Dick Codey. Mr. Morin
said the 30-lawyer firm has “people on both
sides of the aisle.”

SPF Music/Athletic Boosters
Golf Outing Monday, August 31 at

Shackamaxon CC. Please show your
support, even with just a small dona-
tion. Thank You from Keith Benovengo
SPF Blue Raiders Music/Athletic
Booster Golf Committee, 2095 Jersey
Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076. Call
(908) 313-0983.


