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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Nullipara – A woman who has not

borne a child
2. Clachan – A hamlet in the Highlands

of Scotland
3. Strepitant – Noisy, loud
4. Eructation – The act of belching

CASTRAMETATION
1. Marking or laying out of a military

camp
2. In military usage, a signal for retreat

or ceasefire
3. The cessation of natural selection in

generation
4. Revenge; reprisal

CARSE
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Agitated; excited
3. Low, fertile land, adjacent to a river
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
ACROBATES

1. In aviation, a downward spiral
2. A dancer
3. A species of South African gazelle
4. Australian flying marsupial

GRAYWACKE
1. An ornamental piece of plaster work

in the center of a ceiling or panel
2. A conglomerate rock consisting of

rounded pebbles and sand firmly united
3. A scallop or large mollusk
4. A coarse product from tin dressing

Westfield Merchants Help
Union County Homeless

Advice for Erck: ‘If You Do Not Like
The Policy, Do Not Go Into the Store’

‘Eliminate County
Government Entirely’
I think the county’s plan to institute its

own court system is appalling, as you
pointed out in your editorial. We need
smaller government with a reduced tax
burden and less bureaucracy. In fact, I
would suggest that New Jersey would be
well served to eliminate county govern-
ment entirely. We have too many layers
in this state as it is, and few people really
know what county government (which
absorbs 25 percent of our property taxes)
does. It’s a lot to pay for maintenance of
Echo Lake Park and a handful of roads.

I’m sure all the functions of Union
County and the others could be absorbed
at the state or municipal level, helping
solve our very high property tax burden.

Simon Lack
Westfield

Look At the Positives, Not Negatives,
Of Our Three Local Downtowns

‘Seven Homeowners
Signed a Petition’ for
Clarkes Lane Sewer

We, the undersigned, do vehemently
take exception to the report by Fred Rossi
that we approve of the sanitary sewer line
on Clarkes Lane (Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times article August 20, 2009).

Seven homeowners signed a petition
requesting a meeting with township offi-
cials to discuss the situation. There was
no mention of our approval or disap-
proval of the sewer.

It is unfortunate that your reporter did
not talk to any residents of Clarkes Lane
in preparing his obviously biased report.

by Bruce Reid
Scotch Plains
Undersigned:

Mr and Mrs. W. Wigton,
Dr. and Mrs. S. Arkoulakis,

Mrs. T. Ranney,
Mr and Mrs. R. Mnich,

Mr. and Mrs. S. Boyarsky,
Mr. and Mrs. B. Shear

We wanted to express our gratitude to
those generous merchants in Westfield
who gave their time, services and support
to the homeless children, women and
men hosted this year at Temple Emanu-El
in mid-August. Their efforts ensured that
our homeless guests had a great stay for
the 14 days they were sheltered at the
temple. Westfield merchants showed us
that even in a recession, when they are
certainly feeling the effects to their bot-
tom line, they are still willing to help the
less fortunate. As Westfield residents and
the co-chairs of the Interfaith Family
Council at Temple Emanu-El for
Homefirst, we were extremely impressed
with their generosity.

Party Stop and Learning Express
showed a 4-year-old homeless boy cel-
ebrating his birthday, and five other home-
less children under the age of 7, what it
means to give. With help from them, as
well as generous temple member dona-
tions, these six homeless children were
given a party and presents. In addition,
the party was a baby shower for one of our
guests who had no clothes for her new-
born. The smiles were big from both the
kids and their parents. It was an event that
we are confident they will remember for

a long time.
Thanks to the Rialto; our guests had the

opportunity to enjoy a free movie during
their stay. Even in a tough economy, they
kept up a long-standing tradition, allow-
ing our visitors some well needed “es-
cape” time.

Flair cleaners continued to provide VIP
treatment for our guests, which they so
truly appreciated. As they have done since
2002, Flair picked up our guests’ laundry,
washed it and returned it the same day,
clean and folded. They also cleaned all
the linens and towels at the end of their
stay. Gregg Henoch, the owner of Flair,
accommodated the shelter schedule with
a positive attitude and no need for any-
thing in return.

How wonderful it is to live in a town
where the community is willing to give
back to those less fortunate. Our children
watched and experienced the generosity
of our town merchants, and we know they
learned valuable lessons regarding com-
passion, giving and values. We are proud
to be residents of such a community.

Lauren Hammer
Lisa Jackman

Westfield

I am a long-time reader of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times and a resident of Fanwood. We are
fortunate indeed to live in the communi-
ties of Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
Westfield. Stop and take a look around;
we live in lovely neighborhoods. Not
only are these three towns great places to
live and raise children, they are also great
places to have fun. Walk in our down-
towns and you will find some of the best
places to shop and dine.

Recently, there was a negative letter
written about a Westfield business and
subsequent responses to that letter from
readers. I thought how sad it was to point
out something negative about one of our
shops. Our country is struggling through
one of the toughest times in its history and
the struggles affect everyone. Shouldn’t
we instead be looking for all of the posi-
tive our communities have to offer and
pointing that out instead? While The
Leader shouldn’t be the sounding board
to voice opinions about local businesses,

I thought it was time to point out some-
thing positive for a change.

My husband and I recently dined at
Mezzogiorno on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The food was fresh and delicious.
Dessert was a real treat — especially tasty
was the apple cake and brownie tart. The
coffee is brewed to perfection. For those
of you who have not had the opportunity
to dine at Mezzogiorno, I highly recom-
mend trying it out. It is intimate but also
kid friendly. Everyone young and old will
love it. There are enough items on the
menu to please everyone. As an added
bonus, Francesco will serenade you with
his beautiful voice.

Life is too precious and short to focus
on the negative. Instead, let’s focus on all
the good the businesses in our communi-
ties offer; they are the backbone to our
great communities. After all, isn’t that
why we have all chosen to live here?

Anna Meade
Fanwood

I am absolutely perplexed regarding
April Erck’s letter to The Westfield Leader
regarding the Farmhouse Store. As a fa-
ther of two young children, it is amazing
that anyone would not comprehend the
double-stroller policy given the types of
breakable items sold throughout the store.
Any person who lives on planet Earth
could rationally understand this store
policy, and I have a little advice for Ms.
Erck: if you do not like the policy, do not

go into the store. In a brutal macro envi-
ronment with retail stores closing every-
day throughout the United States (and
Westfield), we should be thankful to Mr.
Menapace and his staff for taking the
prime downtown space during this reces-
sion and thus continuing to be a pillar of
the Westfield community.

Daniel Ives
Westfield

Is the ‘Cash For Clunkers’ Over
For the Buyer, Seller, Taxpayer?

People in need of a new car jumped all over the federal
government’s “Cash for Clunkers” program that ended
its $3,500 or $4,500 rebate towards the purchase of a
new, more fuel-efficient vehicle this past Monday. New
cars were pushed off local car dealers’ parking lots to
appreciative owners after dealers wrestled with confus-
ing application paperwork on the government website.

We are happy to say that one of our staff members is
now the proud owner of a new Jeep Patriot. She is safer
now than in her 1990 Jeep Cherokee. This is her first new
car – and her first experience with car salesmen. Though
she is still nervous as the dealer made her sign a waiver
that she would be responsible for the $4,500 should the
government not come through with the money. The
government website says the application is “in progress.”

The dealer is also on the hook as it is financing the
rebate money. According to reports, only 2 percent of
the dealers have yet to be paid by the government. Many
dealers dropped out of the program as they exhausted
their credit line.

The government contracted about 1,000 workers tem-
porarily to process the paperwork, and we believe the
government’s intentions are true. No doubt, the workers
are overwhelmed with the volume.

It is necessary for the paperwork to be done prop-
erly, as scammers have probably applied along with
those with legitimate transactions. We hope they
catch the scammers and put them right alongside
Bernie Madoff.

So, the program seems successful – spurring our
automotive industry, at least temporarily; unfortunately,
a majority of the cars purchased were not manufactured
in this country, according to news reports. And, has it
helped General Motors, or postponed the inevitable?
With the billions of stimulus dollars poured into the
company, we do not see action taken for correcting the
firm’s losing operations and competitiveness.

We hope the deserving buyers get their rebates. Re-
member though, it is not the government giving us
something; it is you paying for it.

The Floodgates Are Now Open In
The Campaign for Governor

The last two months of the race for Governor of New
Jersey promise to be a doozy – a political junkie’s dream.
But, it is a nightmare for the citizens of New Jersey.

Democratic leaders in Washington and New Jersey are
nervous. Since Governor Jon Corzine is down in the polls
by double digits and without a bounce in the polls from
President Obama’s campaign visit to New Jersey in July,
he shuffled his campaign staff on August 11. He added
sharpshooters, powerful political strategists (called op-
eratives) who work for James Carville’s firm and those
who formerly worked for former Senator Bob Torrecelli
(resigned in disgrace) and former Governor James
McGreevey (resigned in disgrace).

In his attempts to mount a comeback, Governor Corzine
promised a switch in strategy from attack ads to a side-by-
side comparison of the issues with him and his opponent,
Chris Christie.

It took about a week for the new campaign team to get
in gear. Instead of a side-by-side comparison of the issues,
they sharpened their attack on his opponent. They ac-
cused Mr. Christie of failing to report interest income on
a personal loan. Following up on August 19, Assembly-
man Joe Cryan of the Township of Union, undersheriff
with the County of Union and chair of the New Jersey
Democrat Party, filed an ELEC complaint charging a
violation, saying, “Christie could be charged with a fourth
degree crime, which carries penalties including up to 18
months of prison time and fines up to $10,000.”

Governor Corzine’s campaign team charged that Mr.
Christie failed to claim interest income on his tax returns
for a $46,000 loan he and his wife made to a friend and
coworker, in the U.S. Attorney’s office in 2007, whose
husband lost his job. The Christies did report the loan and
registered it with Morris County as required.

Assuming the Christies charged and received interest,
how much might the Christies owe the IRS? The term was
stated to be through 2017 (10 years?) and payment was

put at $500 per month. If so, cash flow calculations equate
to USPV (Uniform Series Present Value) of $500 paid
each period for 120 periods at .5 percent interest per
period (which equals to $45,036).

So, it seems on a uniform distribution, the Christies
earn about 6 percent per year on the $46,000 loan (about
$2,760 per year). At a 50 percent income tax bracket
assumed, they owe about $1,400 to the IRS. We suggest
they pay it and charge their accountant for the goof — all
the while hoping their friends recover financially and do
not default on the loan.

If this issue can be put to bed, and if we can avoid a surly
rehash of the millions involved with the Carla Katz/
Corzine affair or the dozens of recently arrested politi-
cians, can we please see a side-by-side comparison of the
issues and how to solve them?

What are the top issues: jobs and unemployment, taxes,
debt, the economy, corruption, illegal aliens (undocu-
mented workers), crime, hospital closings, pension fraud,
education, government malfeasance?

As the floodgates of money and charges are opening in
this final phase of the campaign, we would like to hear
about how these problems will be addressed — some
change we can believe in.

Michele Brown, recipient of the loan, resigned her
position on Tuesday from the U.S. Attorney’s Office;
writing in her letter that she was proud of her work during
18 years as a prosecutor, and was determined not to let the
controversy disrupt the office.

On Tuesday, self-proclaimed powerbroker, Senator Ray
Lesniak, (LD-20, D-Union), posted on his online blog:
“Christie: When Does He Bow Out?” Many other blogs
predict Corzine bowing out with the infamous Torrecelli
‘switcherroo.’

None of us believe that anyone is perfect or that the next
governor (whoever that may be) will be a Saint, but please,
just once, give us a break.

DEM Governor Campaign Release
Fanwood Mayor Mahr Included

Corzine Names Campaign Chairs
TRENTON — The Corzine ’09 cam-

paign Monday announced its campaign
chairs and co-chairs in an event at the
Trenton Marriott.

Governor Jon Corzine and
Lieutenant Governor candi-
date, Senator Loretta
Weinberg (D-Bergen), an-
nounced that the campaign
chairman for Corzine ’09 is
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-
Monmouth). The honorary
chairs are U.S. Senators Rob-
ert Menendez and Frank
Lautenberg. The co-chairs for
Corzine ’09 are Senate Ma-
jority Leader Steve Sweeney
(D-Gloucester) and Assem-
bly Majority Leader Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-Camden).

Trenton Mayor Doug Palmer was
named as the chair of the Mayor’s Coun-
cil, along with co-chairs Perth Amboy
Mayor Wilda Diaz, Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr, East Orange Robert Bowser,
and Assemblyman John Burzichelli (D-
Gloucester). Essex County Executive
Joseph DiVencenzo was also named chair-

man of the county elected officials.
Senate President Richard Codey (D-

Essex) and Assembly Speaker Joseph
Roberts (D-Camden) were named co-

chairs, while Senator Barbara
Buono (D-Middlesex) and
Newark Mayor Cory Booker
were named honorary co-
chairs. Co-Chairs are Reps.
John Adler, Rush Holt,
Donald Payne (D-Essex),
William Pascrell (D-Passaic),
Albio Sires (D-Hudson), Rob-
ert Andrews (D-Camden),
Senator Teresa Ruiz (D-
Essex), Senator James
Whelan (D-Atlantic), and
Freeholder Tahesha Way (D-

Passaic).
“Yes We Can 2.0,” a Democratic orga-

nization aimed at reaching out to new
Obama voters, also announced its leader-
ship team, including Randall Pinkett as
chairman. Co-chairs include Rep. Steve
Rothman (D-Bergen), Senator Dana Redd
(D-Camden), Assemblyman Upendra
Chivakula (D-Somerset) and Paterson
Mayor Jose Torres.

Colleen Mahr

GOP Campaign Release LD-22

Marks and Vastine Surge in Poll
SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican can-

didates for Assembly, former Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks and William
“Bo” Vastine commented on the recent
poll conducted by
Susquehanna Polling and
Research, Inc. on behalf of
the Assembly Republican
Victory Committee.

Voters of the 22nd legis-
lative district disapprove of
the job Linda Stender and
Jerry Green are doing with
27 percent approving and 35
percent disapproving. What
is even more dangerous for
the incumbents is that by a 2-
to-1 margin, voters prefer
new representation in the
New Jersey Assembly.

Current Assemblypersons Linda
Stender and Jerry Green are facing some
of the most upside-down re-
election numbers of any in-
cumbent in the State —
Twelve percent of those
polled feel Green should be
re-elected while 40 percent
of respondents say they
would prefer a new person in
Trenton. Linda Stender faces
even worse re-election num-
bers, with 22 percent of
people polled saying they
think she should be re-elected
while 46 percent say it’s time
for a new person.

Mayor Marks said, “For
almost 50 percent of the people polled to
indicate they want an unnamed opponent
rather than Linda Stender is a tremendous
sign for our campaign. Stender is now
running for office for the fifth year in a
row. Obviously, her name ID is high, and
obviously, people feel they have had

enough of ‘Stender the Spender.’ We are
extremely encouraged to know that al-
most half of the folks asked want some-
one other than our opponents.”

Bo Vastine added, “Marty
and I are excited about the
results of this poll. The vot-
ers of the 22nd have been
represented by the same
Corzine rubber stamps for
too long now. Jerry Green
sat back and watched
Muhlenberg hospital close.
Linda Stender has been too
concerned with where her
next pension-padding job is
going to come from. Nei-
ther has focused on the
people they represent and
as a result those same people

want to change who they send to Tren-
ton.”

The generic ballot test
brought even more good
news for Marks and Vastine.
When voters were asked who
their first choice for Assem-
bly is, Martin Marks came
out on top. When asked who
their second choice is, Bo
Vastine was the preference.
When first and second
choices were statistically
combined Marks currently
leads Jerry Green and all can-
didates are within the poll’s
margin of error for victory.
While the incumbents both

enjoy high name ID, Marks and Vastine
have yet to launch their media campaign.

As the campaign unfolds, the majority
of voters who want change will be made
aware that Martin Marks and Bo Vastine
offer the type of representation the voters
of the 22nd district deserve.

Martin Marks

BoVastine

‘We at No Time Said
We Wanted a Sewer
Down Clarkes Lane’
My husband and I live at 1081 Clarkes

Lane and also own 1091, which is a
building lot. We are presently summering
in Oquossoc, Me., and have our mail
forwarded here once a week. We recently
received The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times and were very upset to read your
article. Where did you get your facts?

Our septic system is not failing, and we
at no time said we wanted a sewer down
Clarkes Lane. I believe my response to
Liz and Alex Cena, who recently sold
their house on Clarkes Lane and do have
a failing septic system, was that if it was
going to cost us a dime, we were not
interested.

There are other residents on the lane
who also have a problem with the facts in
your article, and clearly, there is more
than “one family” that is not in agreement
with the town’s proposal to install a sani-
tary sewer. We have been misrepresented.
Please respond.

Dede Wigton
Scotch Plains

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Note to Candidates
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times invite all candi-
dates to meet with our editors for a video
interview to be webcast on goleader.com;
to submit letters each week on your views;
to provide updated photos and bios for the
website and the newspaper. Please sub-
mit by email to editor@goleader.com.

The public is also invited to submit
their comments and participate in the
election poll. Please see
www.goleader.com/09election.


