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Lautenberg Rips Release of
Flight 103 Bomber From Jail

NEWARK – U.S. Sen. Frank R.
Lautenberg (D-N.J.) has issued the
following statement regarding the
Scottish government’s decision to re-
lease Abdel Basset al-Megrahi, the
former Libyan intelligence agent con-
victed of the 1988 bombing of Pan Am
Flight 103 over Lockerbie, from prison:

“What happened today with the
release of Mr. al-Megrahi – a man
convicted of killing 270 innocent
people after a fair trial – was uncon-
scionable. The Scottish government
wanted to show compassion but Mr.
al-Megrahi showed no compassion
for the innocent men and women he
killed, the families he tore apart and
the lives he changed forever. These
families have a life sentence of pain

and heartbreak – and allowing Mr. al-
Megrahi to return to his home like a
hero sends the wrong message about
the consequences of committing acts
of terror.”

The bombing of Pan Am Flight 103
caused the deaths of 270 people in-
cluding 189 Americans. In 2001, fol-
lowing a trial in the Netherlands, al-
Megrahi was convicted of the crime
and sentenced to a minimum prison
sentence of 27 years in Scotland.

On August 17, 2009, Sen.
Lautenberg wrote a letter with the
support of six of his Senate colleagues
to Justice Minister Kenny MacAskill
calling for Abdel Basset al-Megrahi
to remain in a Scottish prison and
complete his sentence.

Dispatcher Training Made
Available to Job-Seekers

SCOTCH PLAINS — The John H.
Stamler Police Academy has an-
nounced an alternate route course
option for individuals with no prior
experience who are interested in be-
coming trained as 9-1-1 dispatchers.
The five-day Emergency Communi-
cations Operator (Basic Telecommu-
nications Operator) Certification
course is open to individuals who
currently are not employed by a law
enforcement agency.

The course will run from Monday
through Friday, December 7 through
11, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“The course will provide the basic
level of certification required by the
state for personnel working for a po-
lice department or other dispatch
agency where 9-1-1 calls are an-
swered,” said Chief Sandy Danco,
police academy director. “Students
who successfully complete this course
will possess the fundamental skills
required to begin working as a 9-1-1
call taker and will be certified by
N.E.C.I., a national 9-1-1 training
agency.”

There are no prerequisites for this
course and no dispatcher experience is
required. The $395 course tuition,
which includes payment for the manual
and certification fees, must be paid in
full prior to the first day of class. The
course content includes an overview
of dispatch procedures, legal and li-
ability issues, techniques for handling
9-1-1 calls, handling a caller with “spe-
cial needs,” and the history of the New
Jersey 9-1-1 system.

This course includes a full day

of role-playing involving simulated
9-1-1 calls. Chief Danco said indi-
viduals who have successfully
completed the Emergency Com-
munications Operation Certifica-
tion, and who hold a valid CPR
card from the American Red Cross
or the American Heart Associa-
tion, can also elect to take the
Emergency Medical Dispatch Cer-
tification I course, which runs the
following week, from Monday
through Thursday, December 14
through 17, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
This four-day course provides the
next level of certification for per-
sonnel who are already certified as
an Emergency Communications
Operator (ECO).

This is a required course for any-
one working for a police department
or other agency that receives 9-1-1
medical calls. Topics covered include
responsibilities of the Emergency
Medical Dispatcher (EMD), legal/
liability issues, giving medical in-
structions by telephone, and the use
of emergency medical dispatch guide
cards. The course includes more than
a day and a half of role-playing in-
volving simulated 9-1-1 medical calls.

Students who successfully com-
plete this course will possess the fun-
damental skills necessary to handle
9-1-1 medical calls. The tuition for
this course is $240, which must be
paid in full prior to the first day of
class. Course registration forms are
available online at ucnj.org/
policeacademy, or by calling (908)
889-6112.
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You. 

No two knees are alike. That’s why Biomet developed Signature Personalized Patient Care. 
It’s an amazing new technology that allows surgeons to provide for a more custom fit of the 
Vanguard® total knee. Here’s how it works. The Signature™* knee uses your MRI, instead of a 
traditional x-ray, so your surgeon can personalize your implant placement. We call it Patient-
Matched Technology, but what it really means is a knee replacement that’s unique to you. To 
learn more or to find a Signature™ trained surgeon in your area, call or visit our website. The 
Signature™ knee from Biomet. Knee replacement technology that’s inspired by you.
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There are potential risks to knee replacement surgery, including loosening, dislocation, fracture, wear, and infection, any of which can require 
additional surgery. For additional risk information, visit www.biomet.com and read “Patient Risk Information” for the “Vanguard® Complete Knee 
System,” and talk to your surgeon. The life of any joint replacement will depend on your physical condition, activity levels, willingness to follow 
surgeon’s instructions, and other factors. Only an orthopedic surgeon can determine whether you are a candidate for knee replacement surgery. 
All trademarks herein are the property of Biomet, Inc. or its subsidiaries unless otherwise indicated.
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Unemployment Rate
At 9.3 Percent in NJ

TRENTON — Employment in
New Jersey grew in July, led by a
gain of 13,000 jobs at private sector
companies, ending a string of 17
consecutive monthly contractions
dating back to January 2008, ac-
cording to the state’s labor depart-
ment.

The private sector growth was tem-
pered by a decline of 7,100 public
sector jobs. The state’s unemploy-
ment rate in July was 9.3 percent,
remaining below the national rate of
9.4 percent, according to preliminary
estimates from the New Jersey De-
partment of Labor and Workforce
Development’s monthly survey of
employers.

 “New Jersey’s private sector em-
ployment is trending in the right di-
rection,” said Labor Commissioner
David Socolow.

Since the beginning of the reces-
sion in December 2007, New Jersey
has lost 150,100 jobs. Nationally,
employment has declined by 6.7 mil-
lion jobs, according to the labor de-
partment.

New Jersey Republican State Com-
mittee Chairman Jay Webber said the
unemployment numbers “serve as a
stark reminder of where Governor
Corzine’s failed leadership has
brought our state.

“Unemployment in New Jersey in-
creased to 9.3 percent in July, nearly
doubling since the governor took of-
fice. ”

“The governor’s attempts to claim
otherwise only serve to demonstrate
that he is out-of-touch with the real-
ity our state faces and in denial
about his record,” Mr. Webber said.

New Jersey unemployment rose
from 4.8 percent at the beginning of
Mr. Corzine’s term, according to New
Jersey Department of Labor and
Workforce Development.

DEMs File Complaint Against
Christie on Loan to Staffer

TRENTON – Democratic State
Committee Chair Joseph Cryan has
filed a complaint against Republican
Gubernatorial candidate Chris
Christie with the Election Law and
Ethics Commission (ELEC) for his
failure to disclose a personal loan of
$46,000 to Michele Brown, currently
the first assistant to the United States
Attorney, promoted since Mr.
Christie’s resignation.

Mr. Cryan said that Mr. Christie is
in violation of state law that promotes
transparency, accountability and ethi-
cal behavior. He said Ms. Brown has
since been promoted but at the time
of the loan she was the executive
assistant and counsel to Mr. Christie,
the state’s former U.S. Attorney.

“Christie continues to fail to live
up to the ethical standards he sets for
others,” Mr. Cryan said. “He is run-
ning for governor – failing to report a
personal loan to a close colleague is a
serious transgression and breaks both
federal and state ethics rules… This
situation demands an immediate and
thorough investigation” by the state
Division of Elections.

Yearly interest on a 5.5 percent
interest rate for the $46,000 loan
would have been $499.22 a month for
10 years.

“Christie also must come clean
about the questions this blatant con-

flict of interest raises. Does he dis-
cuss his campaign with Brown?” Mr.
Cryan said.

Mr. Cryan said that ELEC has the
power to “hold, or to cause to be held,
hearings upon such violation and,
upon finding any person to have com-
mitted such a violation, to assess such
penalty within the limits prescribed.”
(NJSA 19:44B-8b). He said Mr.
Christie could be charged with a
fourth-degree crime carrying a maxi-
mum penalty of 18 months in prison
time and fines of up to $10,000.

Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin called Mr. Cryan’s
comments calling for “criminal sanc-
tions” against Mr. Christie “just rheto-
ric.”

“Chris made a mistake and owed
up to it. He’s amended his filings to
include that omission, which, I think,
amounts to about $500 a month. This
is a guy who was trying to help a
friend whose husband had lost his
job,” Mr. Morin told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

“I’d like to hear what his (Mr.
Cryan’s) defenses of Corzine’s half-
million loan to his former girlfriend
Carla Katz and why that was OK in
light of the fact he ultimately ended
up negotiating union contracts with
her,” Mr. Morin said.

Hurricane Season
Preparations for Area Told

AREA — The Scotch Plains Office
of Emergency Management in con-
junction with the New Jersey Office
of Emergency Management
(NJOEM) said all residents should
take emergency preparations for hur-
ricane season.

Hurricane season runs from ap-
proximately June 1 through Novem-
ber 20, but as demonstrated by the
2005 season (including Hurricane
Katrina) this time frame can vary,
Scotch Plains officials said. For New
Jersey, the peak time for hurricanes
and tropical storms runs from mid-
August through the end of October.

NJOEM recommends the follow-
ing readiness steps:

Get a kit of emergency supplies to
help you be self-sufficient for up to
three days (72 hours). Make a plan for
you and your family in case of an
emergency including how to evacu-
ate and how to shelter-in-place.

Kits should contain canned, non-
perishable, ready-to-eat food, wa-
ter, battery-operated radio and ex-
tra batteries; a flashlight and batter-
ies; one-week’s prescription medi-
cations; first aid kit; personal toilet-
ries; non-electric can opener and
utensils; cash or travelers checks.
Keep a half-gallon of gas. Have
contact information for family,
schools and work.

Residents should also stay in-
formed of possible threats during
hurricane season by tuning into lo-
cal media outlets for the latest break-
ing weather news. In the event of an
emergency, a battery-powered radio
is a good tool.

Hurricane information is available
directly from the National Hurricane
Center at nhc.noaa.gov/. Additional
information on the hurricane pre-
paredness is available at ready.nj.gov/
plan/hurricane-before.html.

Meyer of Mountainside
Accepted into EWNJ
MOUNTAINSIDE — Executive

Women of New Jersey (EWNJ), the
premier women’s organization of New
Jersey, has announced that Elitza
Meyer of Mountainside has been ac-
cepted as a member of this 29-year-
old organization.

She was also selected to receive the
2009 Volunteer Attorney of the Year
Award as an honoree at the Volunteer
Lawyers for Justice fourth annual
“Arts and Eats for Justice” gala in
November 2009.

Ms. Meyer is presently an assistant
general counsel and assistant secre-
tary with Horizon Blue Cross Blue
Shield of New Jersey of Newark. She
serves on the board of directors of the
New Jersey Corporate Counsel Asso-
ciation and formerly served as a mem-
ber of the board of directors of Con-
gregation Beth Israel, Scotch Plains,
and as vice-president, treasurer and
member of the board of trustees of
Peapack-Gladstone First Aid and
Rescue Squad, Peapack.

Ms. Meyer earned her Juris Doc-
tor, cum laude, from Washington
College of Law of American Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C., her Bach-
elor of Arts from Cornell University,
Ithaca, N.Y., and is listed in the Na-
tional Registry of Who’s Who (first
publication 2002 edition).

Recreation Commission
To Sponsor Senior Day

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
township’s Recreation Commission
will sponsor “Senior Day at Scotch
Hills” on Thursday, September 24.
Open to all Scotch Plains senior citi-
zens, it will take place at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, 820 Jerusalem
Road. For information, call  (908)
322-6700, extension no. 1221 or 1223.

Union Council OKs Road
Projects; Crime Rate Drops

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — At Tuesday night’s
Union Township Committee meet-
ing, Mayor Anthony Terrezza hon-
ored Union High School Junior Caitlin
Goerlich for her recent participation
at the Junior National Wheelchair
competition in St. Louis, Mo.

Ms. Goerlich is a member of the
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Lightning Wheels team. Competing
in several different events, she placed
first in table tennis, second in javelin
and fourth in the 100-meter race. All
of the council members commended
Ms. Goerlich for her achievements,
with Committeeman Joseph Florio
stating that she is “a great example
for all of our youth.”

In other business the committee
approved their 2009 road improve-

ment program, and will bond $2.6
million.

The committee also authorized the
mayor and township administrator to ex-
ecute grant applications for field improve-
ments and equipment through the Union
County Kids Recreation Trust Fund.

Wade Massey, the manager of the
Union Wal-Mart, sent a letter to the
committee asking that the store be
permitted to stay open for 24-hours-
a-day between Thanksgiving and
Christmas. This decision was tabled
by Committeeman Florio pending
safety information from the police
and fire departments.

Committeewoman Brenda Restivo
reported that the Department of Pub-
lic Works has been using the
township’s “zipper” machine in order
to make road repairs and stated that
she is “pleased with the results.”

Committeeman Peter Capodice re-
ported that the summer months have
seen an increase in police department
overtime due to vacations. He also
stated that the police cited motorists
for 1,122 moving violations in Au-
gust. Mr. Capodice also said that the
crime rate is down 8 percent over last
year and commended the police de-
partment for “keeping us safe.” He
also cautioned motorists to drive
safely and be watchful of children as
the school year begins.

Mayor Terrezza stated that some
residents had previously raised con-
cerns about the conditions in and
around the Franklin School. He an-
nounced that he had met with the
Union Board of Education and those
complaints regarding weeds in the
sidewalk and playground areas had
already been addressed. He also said
that plans are underway to replace
broken curbing and the repair several
other areas in the next year.

Mahr Named to
Corzine Campaign

FANWOOD – Borough Mayor
Colleen Mahr has been named to the
Mayor’s Council by the re-election
campaign of Governor Jon Corzine.

“I think that as a Democrat, this a
very important election. You can’t
just sit on the sidelines,” she said.

She said Governor Corzine “tried
to curb property taxes” by instituting
a 4-percent cap on increases in county,
municipal and school tax levies. She
said, while difficult at the local gov-
ernment level, “that was the right
thing to do.”

She said Governor Corzine helped
New Jersey become the first state to
receive federal stimulus funds from
the Obama Administration.

“He is the right man at the right
time for New Jersey,” Mayor Mahr
said. “I support him 100 percent.”


