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Corzine for Governor Campaign Release

Christie Must Give Answers on
Loan to Ex-Staffer Michelle Brown

TRENTON — The Corzine for
Governor Campaign this week re-
leased the following statement from
its campaign strategist Tom Shea:

“Serious questions remain about
the loan Chris Christie gave to Michele
Brown. Chris Christie had at least
four opportunities to comply with the
law and disclose this loan, yet he
failed to do so each and every time.
There seems to be no mystery that he
was determined to keep it secret. The
question is, why?”

“Christie and the U.S. Attorney’s
Office need to begin providing an-
swers. They can start by immediately
providing the specific dates of the
promotions and salary increases
Christie gave Michele Brown. We
have filed a Freedom of Information
Act request requesting this informa-
tion, but our previous requests for

such basic public information have
been bottled up by Christie’s friends
for more than five months. The public
shouldn’t have to wait a day longer.

“Finally, as the number two in com-
mand in the U.S. Attorney’s Office,
Michele Brown must be objective
about pursuing criminal cases in New
Jersey in a non-partisan manner. But
how can she possibly be objective
when she remains indebted – literally
– to the Republican candidate for
governor? U.S. Attorney Ralph Marra
is also reportedly facing questions
about whether he inappropriately
helped Christie’s campaign. This
whole episode raises grave questions
about impartiality in our justice sys-
tem, and the public deserves answers,”
Mr. Shea said.

PA Looks for Options to
Increase Bridge’s Height

BAYONNE — The Port Authority
board authorized a planning analysis
to help the agency determine the best
options to address navigational is-
sues posed by new larger ships com-
ing in 2014 that may have difficulty
fitting under the Bayonne Bridge.

The board authorized up to $10
million for planning and engineering
to develop options to deal with the
bridge’s low clearance, which may
prevent larger ships from passing un-
der it to reach the Port of New York
and New Jersey’s container terminals
west of the bridge. The planning and
engineering efforts will take approxi-
mately one to one-and-a-half years.

The planning efforts will supple-
ment a Port Authority-commissioned
study by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and the U.S. Coast Guard that is
looking at the impacts of the bridge’s
151-foot clearance on future port trade
and economic development benefit
that would accrue by eliminating the
bridge’s navigational obstruction.

Garwood Resident
Named Staff Sergeant
LATHAM, N.Y. — Clayton Craig

of Garwood, serving with 1156th
Engineering Co. Vertical of the New
York Army National Guard, has been
promoted to the rank of staff ser-
geant.
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Riverfront Development
Granted Site Plan Approval

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The  Times

CRANFORD — The Riverfront
Development project received initial
site plan approval from the township’s
planning board during a meeting on
August 19.

In a phone conversation with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last Friday,
Cranford Zoning Official Robert
Hudak described the approval as “the
first hurdle” for the project.

“It would be the initial blessing if
you will, it’s basically like a concept
plan and [the planning board is] giv-
ing their blessing to the concept,”
Mr. Hudak said. “The redevelop-
ment plan was approved, the plan
itself. Now this is the applicant’s
plan.”

The project, which is being de-
signed by Garden Homes Develop-
ment in Short Hills, calls for a mixed-
use development along High Street
between South Avenue East and
Chestnut Street, near the Cranford
Crossing development.

Preliminary plans, which are avail-

able on the township website, call for
106 housing units, 16 of which will
be compliant with Council on Af-
fordable Housing (COAH) regula-
tions. The plan also features nearly
22,000 square feet of retail space and
roughly 14,000 square feet of office
space.

Mr. Hudak said he believes the
developers will “start working on the
project in earnest now” although he
said there are still matters to be ad-
dressed.

According to the plan posted on the
website, the area is in a Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
and New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) desig-
nated flood zone. The proposal also
says the area has “documented NJDEP
cases.”

The developers will also need to
submit a final site plan for approval
by the planning board.

“There’s no time limit, per se, on
the process so I don’t know when
they’re going to commence, it de-
pends on a lot of factors,” Mr. Hudak
said. “It’s a cumbersome process.”

Bramnick Calls on State
To Rebid Contract

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During a
press conference on Saturday, Dis-
trict 21 Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-Westfield) joined local office sup-
ply business owners in criticizing
Governor Jon Corzine’s administra-
tion for its handling of the state’s
office supply contract.

The New Jersey Department of the
Treasury recently announced that
through a partnership with the Na-
tional Joint Purchasing Alliance
(NJPA), a Minnesota-based govern-
ment cooperative, the state contract
for office supplies will be held by
Staples Advantage, effective Tues-
day, September 1. A 2006 law, which
the Legislature passed unanimously,
expanded the state’s ability to enter
into cooperatives.

Prior to joining the NJPA, the state
contract for office supplies was held
by 17 New Jersey-based office prod-
uct vendors.

At the press conference, a group
that included five of the 17 affected
vendors called on Governor Corzine
to re-open the bidding process to al-
low local businesses the chance to
submit bids. Asm. Bramnick said the
treasury was not responsive to phone
or e-mail inquiries regarding the con-
tract, which was advertised in a Min-
nesota newspaper.

“I don’t know what the conse-
quences would be to vacate the ar-
rangement with Staples,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “Regardless of what
the consequences are, you need to, in
my judgment, go out and get bids to
determine whether what they are do-
ing is competitive.”

Asm. Bramnick and the vendors
also said the decision to award the
contract to Staples, headquartered in

Massachusetts, will have a negative
impact on the New Jersey suppliers.

“Having the state contract and not
knowing now at the end of this month
what’s going to happen … may put us
out of business,” said Carl Streko,
president of Supplies-Supplies in
Kenilworth. “We may not be here
next year.”

In response to the press confer-
ence, Tom Vincz, a spokesperson for
the Department of the Treasury, said
the state would save over 20 percent
in contract costs and an additional
$500,000 in warehouse and storage
fees through the arrangement with
the NJPA.

“The purchasing bureau and the
state are in the business of ensuring
that taxpayers’ dollars are spent in the
most prudent and cost effective man-
ner,” Mr. Vincz said. “This is a way to
achieve that.”

Mr. Vincz also said Staples is a
“major employer” and “major tax-
payer” in New Jersey and Union
County, with three stores and more
than 80 employees in the 21st Legis-
lative District.

“[Staples] already spend[s] $200
million on New Jersey business,” Mr.
Vincz said. “So how anyone can sug-
gest that Staples’ economic presence
here is not a positive economic factor
for New Jersey is misinformed.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

SCOTCH PLAINS — The first
class of Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich’s Youth Academy gradu-
ated last week after two fun-filled
weeks learning about law enforce-
ment up close.

Twenty-three teens from across
Union County took part in the
Sheriff’s Youth Academy, a program
designed to familiarize young people
with the role of a sheriff’s officer.
Also, it operates similar to an actual
police academy for teens interested
in law enforcement.

“The Youth Academy aims to teach
our kids about law enforcement, what
a sheriff’s office does, and is a great
first step for those interested in the
field of law enforcement,” Sheriff
Froehlich said during the graduation
ceremony. “And from what I heard
from these fine young ladies and men,
we succeeded in all of our goals in
this program.”

Participants in the academy re-
ceived hands-on experience in a wide
variety of emergency services and
law enforcement functions and train-
ing. In addition, youths have the op-
portunity to learn respect for law en-
forcement through positive interac-
tion during their time in the program.

“Showing them the human element
of law enforcement helps our young
people connect with officers in a way
they never thought they could,” Mr.
Froehlich added.

The Sheriff’s Youth Academy is
not a “boot camp” for troubled youth,
he said. In order to enroll in the pro-
gram, the youngsters must have a
minimum GPA of 2.70 (B- average),

Sheriff’s Youth Academy
Graduates Inaugural Class

letters of reference and write an essay
explaining why the student would
like to attend the Youth Academy.

The two-week program for high
school students between 14 and 17
years of age met daily from 8:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains.
They were provided with uniforms
they wore each day and had to keep
them clean and neat.

During the first week of the pro-
gram, the teens engaged in a physical
training regime twice a day while
attending lectures on subjects such as
crime scene investigations between
workouts at the police academy. They
also received visits from representa-
tives from several branches of the
military and made trips to the U.S.
Marshall’s Office in Newark and to
see a New Jersey State Police heli-
copter. The second week of the pro-
gram involved visiting various
sheriff’s office operations around the
county including the K-9 Search and
Rescue Unit, the Fugitive Unit and
courthouse complex security.

The four instructors from the
sheriff’s office were aided by officers
from several law enforcement agen-
cies throughout the county. The Union
County Police gave the teens the op-
portunity to visit the horses of the
mounted unit and see U.C. Marine 1,
the county’s police boat.

Before the graduates filed into the
room to collect their diplomas, Sher-
iff Froehlich spoke with parents and
family members, asking for feedback
about the program.

“It gave him a better understanding
and admiration for what those in law
enforcement do,” said Union County
Corrections Officer Ken Burkert about
his son, Connor. “Thank you.”

“It was amazing,” 15-year Pablo
Medina of Plainfield said after the
ceremony. “I loved the people.”

Conaway Rips Christie on
‘Mandate-Free’ Health Plans
Assemblyman Herb Conaway (D-

Burlington) has joined with advocates
for the autism community, Planned
Parenthood Action Committee, nurses
and caregivers to criticize Republican
Gubernatorial candidate Chris Christie
for his proposal for ‘mandate-free’
health plans, which Asm. Conaway
said would allow health care compa-
nies in New Jersey to opt out of cover-
ing critical treatment for children with
autism, mammograms and hospital
stays for new mothers.

“Christie’s proposal would reverse
years of progress – giving insurance

companies free rein to drop coverage for
mammograms, minimum maternity
stays and even coverage of critical therapy
and treatment for autism,” he said.
Webber: Corzine Should Disclose
Info. on Lobbying as Sachs Exec.

 New Jersey Republican State Com-
mittee Chairman Jay Webber has
called on Governor Jon Corzine to
heed his own calls for transparency
and disclose all information and docu-
mentation relating to his lobbying
activity undertaken while serving as
an executive at Goldman Sachs:

“The governor should follow his
own calls for disclosure and imme-
diately release all of his activities in
lobbying the Clinton Administration
to change its position toward
Monthly Income Preferred Shares
(MIPS). The taxpayers deserve an
explanation of Governor Corzine’s
full-court press lobbying activities
that benefited him personally as an
executive at Goldman Sachs. Just as
importantly, Governor Corzine needs
to explain the way in which he af-
fected federal tax law to protect the
benefits he enjoyed.”
Open Space to Be on the Ballot for

November General Election
Governor Jon Corzine has signed

legislation to allow voters on Election
Day to approve $400 million in bonds
to purchase more farmland for recre-
ation and conservation purposes.

Since 1961, voters have approved
every open space bond issue put be-
fore them. The 12 bond issues have
resulted in the state spending $2.1
billion to preserve the state’s dwin-
dling farmland and other open space
for future generations.

GOP Calls on Corzine to Hold
Spec. Leg. Session on Ethics

The Senate and Assembly Republi-
cans have called on Governor Jon
Corzine to convene a special legislative
session on ethics reform. The request
was made by the entire membership of
both legislative caucuses in a letter
signed by the 17 Republican members
of the Senate and the 31 Republican
members of the  General Assembly.

AC Councilman Won’t Face
Jail In Blackmail Plot

Atlantic City Councilman John
Schultz, charged in a sex video black-
mail case, will avoid jail time, the
Associated Press has reported. He
will enter a pretrial intervention pro-
gram instead. Schultz was accused in
a plot orchestrated by former Council
President Craig Callaway to black-
mail current Councilman Eugene
Robinson by luring him to a motel
room where Robinson was secretly
taped having sex with a prostitute.
Callaway pleaded guilty.  Robinson
said the money was for the woman to
buy sodas.
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It’s Time

Westfield High School Football
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