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POLICE BLOTTER

Police Look for Burglars
Responsible for 16 Break-Ins

AREA — With startling frequency,
a band of criminals have been bur-
glarizing homes in a number of West-
ern Union County municipalities,
authorities said. It is believed that
between November 25, 2008, and
August 6, 2009, the group has been
responsible for at least 27 burglaries
and two attempted burglaries, said
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow.

Most of the burglaries have oc-
curred between 4 and 10 p.m. when
homeowners are away, and the bur-
glars are believed to spend less than
five minutes at each location, but
nonetheless have made off with a
considerable amount of jewelry and
cash.

The majority of the burglaries in
Union County have occurred in Ber-
keley Heights, where 16 have been
reported since last November.
Westfield, Mountainside and
Springfield have also reported simi-
lar thefts. The prosecutor’s office
said it was “grateful” for the assis-
tance from the Mountainside Police
Department and Chief James Debbie
in gathering intelligence on the bur-
glaries.

“The suspects likely ring the door-
bell to see if anyone comes to the
door,” Mr. Romankow said. “In some
cases, when someone answered, the
would-be burglars made up an excuse
that they were looking for someone

else and had come to the house in
error.”

Authorities remind residents that
suspicious behavior, no matter how
trivial it may seem, should be re-
ported to their local authorities im-
mediately and, when possible, to copy
any license plate numbers or distin-
guishing details from suspicious
people in their neighborhoods. The
burglars act with precision, targeting
only rooms where expensive jewelry
would be kept. In the few cases where
alarm systems were activated, the
burglars were gone from the scene by
the time police arrived.

Mr. Romankow urged all residents
in Union County, especially those
who live in municipalities that bor-
der Route 78, to be vigilant and to
immediately report any suspicious
vehicles or persons to the municipal
police departments.

“Like most criminals, we expect
they will be caught,” Mr. Romankow
said. “Law enforcement is asking for
help from the public. Residents who
see anything suspicious should im-
mediately call the police.”

Additionally, Union County
Crimestoppers is offering a reward
of up to $5,000 for the arrest and
indictments of the people respon-
sible for these burglaries. All calls
are kept anonymous and confiden-
tial. Crimestoppers may be reached
at (988) 654-TIPS.

SP Mayor’s Gala
Seeks Nominations

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Mayor’s Gala Committee has
placed its nomination forms for this
year’s gala online at
s c o t c h p l a i n s n j . c o m /
rec_mayors_gala.html. Each year the
gala recognizes volunteers in the com-
munity.

To make a nomination for an orga-
nization, individual or couple, print
out the forms and send them to: Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
Nominations are due by October 15.

Courtesy of Elizabeth Cairney
GRAND OPENING...Republican dignitaries from across Union County attended
the August 13 grand opening of the Union County (UC) Republican Headquarters
at 425 North Avenue East in Westfield. The headquarters feature several meeting
rooms and 20 new phone lines for voter contact and recruitment drives. For more
information, call (908) 789-0200. Participating in the ribbon cutting, pictured, left
to right, are: Glenn Mortimer, UC GOP campaign manager and Mountainside
councilman; Jim Foerst, Westfield councilman and GOP state committeeman;
Art Zapolski, surrogate candidate; Nicole Cole, freeholder candidate; Anthony
Sytko, freeholder candidate and Garwood councilman; Meghan Falso, UC GOP
executive secretary; Phil Morin, UC GOP chairman; Senator Tom Kean; Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick; Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz, and Dorothy Burger, UC
volunteer coordinator.

PEACE AND MUSIC…Ed Thorne, pictured right, (Westfield High School Class
of 1964) and brother Rick (1967) pose in front of Hector’s Inn during recent
Woodstock 2009 ceremonies in Bethel, N.Y. Ed and his brother Mel (1971)
attended the original festival in 1969.

Mirabella said.
On another issue, New Providence

resident Bill Hart said, “The over-
whelming majority of people…are
against the county developing
Oakwood Park.”

“We think the funds could be better
spent somewhere else,” he told the
board. The board approved a resolu-
tion for the $4-million Oakwood Park

President said it had to be cost-neu-
tral. I rely on the Congressional Bud-
get Office (CBO) for analysis in this
regard. The CBO says it will cost a
great deal of money.”

According to CBO.gov, in a writ-
ten document to the Ways and Means
Committee, the CBO found that “en-
acting H.R. 3200 would result in a net
increase in the federal budget deficit
of $239 billion over the 2010-2019
period.”

While he and the majority of House
Republicans are not receptive to the
current construction of the healthcare
plan, Mr. Lance said the Republican
Party must present its vision of
healthcare reform and not simply be,
what he called, “The Party of No.”

“It is essential that we in the minor-
ity offer solutions and not simply
criticize what we don’t like,” he said.
“It’s irresponsible not to have an al-
ternative plan, and I think Republi-
cans do have an alternate plan.”

Mr. Lance is a member of the Tues-
day Lunch Group, made up of cen-
trist Republicans from the east,
midwest and California; the group
proposed its version of healthcare
reform two months ago.

The group’s proposal provides help
for small businesses so they can cover
more employees; permits small busi-
nesses to go across state lines and
pool together with other entities in
order to lower costs; introduces “sig-
nificant” tort reform, an effort to
change legal procedures in order to
prevent lawsuit abuse and make li-
ability insurance more affordable, and
permits young people, for a fee, to
stay on their parents’ health plan until
age 27 or 28.

Mr. Lance insisted that the cen-
trist-Republican plan was made “in
good faith,” but “unfortunately, the
White House and Speaker Pelosi have
not yet reached out to us with thoughts
on our plan.”

When asked if he would vote for a
revised healthcare bill that included
tort reform and provisions to pur-
chase insurance across state lines,
Mr. Lance said, “I do not favor a
public option, so I would not vote for
such a plan.”

He maintained that if the centrist
Republicans’ plan were voted on, it
would pass both houses of Congress
“overwhelmingly.”

“Unfortunately, many House
Democrats are adamant in favor of
[a] public option,” he said.

Since Republicans, by and large,
are opposed to what is being pro-
posed to reform healthcare, some
Democrats have talked about using a
process known as reconciliation in
the Senate. Reconciliation, usually
reserved for budgetary matters, is a

process in which the Senate can pass
a bill with a simple majority of 51
votes, not the filibuster-proof 60 votes.
New York Senator Charles Schumer
has said reconciliation remains “on
the table” if Republicans’ opposition
is steadfast.

Mr. Lance said if the majority party
“rams” this piece of legislation
through the House and Senate, and
the President signs it, “there will be
enormous consequences at the mid-
term elections [in 2010]…and obvi-
ously, it would violate President
Obama’s number-one promise when
running for President – that he was
going to govern in a post-partisan
way.”

Moving to his vote on the Clean
Energy Act (cap-and-trade), which
passed 229-212 in the House, Mr.
Lance said he favored cap-and-trade,
which sets an emission limit for each
business and allows businesses to
trade their emissions allowances with
one another, over a carbon tax, which
would effectively tax the carbon-di-
oxide emissions from burning fossil
fuels.

Mr. Lance, who has said publicly
that he believes Global Warming is a
real concern, said, “I favor energy
legislation. We rely much too heavily
on foreign sources of oil and rely too
heavily on coal, [which is] a dirty
form of energy.”

Mr. Lance touted New Jersey for
already taking part in a 10-state east
coast agreement that caps carbon
emissions. Mr. Lance, who depends
on the CBO for cost analysis, said
cap-and-trade would cost the average
taxpayer in America, by 2020, a “post-
age stamp a day.”

Mr. Lance had taken some flack for
his vote. He was one of eight House
Republicans who voted for the bill.
This led to demonstrations outside
his North Avenue office in Westfield
and a deluge of letters to The Times.

Though his decision on the energy
bill has been one of the most signifi-
cant votes of his brief tenure, the
congressman said his “most conse-
quential” vote cast in Congress thus
far was his vote on the stimulus pack-
age and the budget, both of which he
voted against approving.

As the cap-and-trade bill moves to
the Senate, Mr. Lance said he is
“pleased” that the upper house of
Congress is taking its time.

“I believe the bill has to be modi-
fied in the Senate to bring along China
and India; if they cannot be brought
along, then I do not think the bill
should move forward in the Senate.
Emissions are a global issue, not just
a U.S. issue,” he said.

See the video at goleader.com/ser-
vices/video.
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Leonard Lance Interview

Westfield
Tuesday, August 18, a resident of the 600

block of Stirling Place reported the theft of
a yellow, BMX style mongoose bicycle on
or about August 4. There are no suspects in
the case.

Tuesday, August 18, Robert Weythman,
32, of Red Bank was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia after
a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Boulevard. He was processed and released
on his own recognizance with a summons.

Wednesday, August 19, Jasmine Bailey,
24, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for $99
after she responded to Westfield police
headquarters. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 19, Kevin Garmony,
47, of Irvington was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
criminal warrant for $259. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 19, Jessica White,
19, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for $110
after responding to Westfield police head-
quarters. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, August 20, Maurice Singley,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad and Prospect Streets. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with a sum-
mons.

Friday, August 21, Jorge Alvarez, 18, of
Roselle was arrested on an outstanding
Elizabeth traffic warrant for $280 on South
Avenue near Livingston Street. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released on his own
recognizance as per the Elizabeth Police
Department.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 700
block of Hyslip Avenue reported the theft of
personal property from his unlocked motor
vehicle, which was parked in his driveway.
The missing items, valued at approximately
$1,350, included six tennis rackets and the
bag in which they were stored, a tennis ball
hopper containing some 100 balls, tennis
racket strings, an iPod and a pair of head-
phones.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 200
block of Edgewood Avenue reported the
theft of personal property from his locked
motor vehicle, which was parked in his
driveway. The missing items, valued at
$4,615, included an IBM laptop computer,
GPS navigational system, USB modem
and USB disc drive and two computer
chargers.

Friday, August 21, Lily Hershkowitz,
23, of Linden was arrested on an outstand-
ing Oakland traffic warrant for $135 after
responding to Westfield police headquar-
ters. She was processed and released after
posting bail.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 200
block of Seneca Place reported the theft of
personal property, valued at approximately
$670, from an unlocked motor vehicle. The
missing items included $20 in change, a cell
phone, a GPS unit and $500 in miscella-
neous personal jewelry.

Friday, August 21, John Nunez, 47, of
Plainfield was arrested on Watchung Fork
and charged with hindering apprehension
for allegedly providing false identification
and repeatedly lying to police after they
responded to a report of a suspicious person.

Further investigation revealed multiple
warrants had been issued for Nunez, includ-
ing two Plainfield criminal warrants total-
ing $2,000 and a North Plainfield traffic
warrant for $1,000. Bail on the Westfield
charge was set at $5,000. Unable to post
bail, he was transported and committed to
the Union County jail.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 600
block of Cumberland Street reported the
theft of $35 in coins from her unlocked
motor vehicle, which was parked in the
driveway.

Friday, August 21, Oscar Perez, 26, of
Rahway was arrested on two outstanding
Rahway traffic warrants totaling $900 after
a motor vehicle stop on Clark Street near
Charles Street. He was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 1100
block of Boynton Avenue reported the theft
of six pairs of gold hoop earrings from her
residence.

Sunday, August 23, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on Central
Avenue near Frazee Court, Michael Tullo,
26, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. He was processed and
released with a summons.

Sunday, August 23, Omar A. Pena, 19, of
Bound Brook was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana after a motor vehicle
stop at a DWI checkpoint at Central Avenue
and Frazee Court. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Sunday, August 23, a resident of the 700
block of Coleman Place reported the theft of
a Garmin GPS unit from her motor vehicle.
The theft is believed to have occurred be-
tween August 15 and August 22, when the
unlocked vehicle was parked in the resident’s
driveway.

Sunday, August 23, a Westfield resident
reported the theft of his silver Trek hybrid
bicycle from the 600 block of Fourth Av-
enue between 12:30 and 2:30 a.m.

Mountainside
Wednesday, August 19, an employee at

a Route 22 nursing home reported that her
motor vehicle was scratched the length of

both sides and also along the back with an
object approximately the size of a key while
it was parked overnight in the lot.

Thursday, August 20, Donna M.
Kosciolek, 43, of Newark was arrested at
the Newark Police Department on an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside.

Friday, August 21, Olivia M. Washing-
ton, 35, of Newark was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended registration
after a motor vehicle stop. She was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

Saturday, August 22, a homeowner build-
ing a home on Dunn Parkway reported that
someone entered the partially finished home
and removed a Makita miter saw valued at
$950, a Hitachi nailer valued at $410 and a
Bostitch coil framing nailer valued at $350.
According to police, the suspect also dam-
aged other materials in the home. The vic-
tim believes the theft occurred during the
day, and neighbors who might have wit-
nessed the crime believe the suspects to be
hired workers.

Saturday, August 22, a motorist reported
that while he was driving on Route 22,
West, a tree fell on his motor vehicle. The
impact smashed his windshield, causing it
to buckle and spray glass over his wife, who
was a passenger in the vehicle. According to
police, the Department of Transportation
responded to the incident.

Saturday, August 22, Rene Constant, 45,
of East Orange was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for multiple violations
and charged with driving with a suspended
license.

Saturday, August 22, a victim came into
police headquarters to report that his former
girlfriend has been sending him threatening
text messages.

Sunday, August 23, an employee at a
Route 22 business reported that she wit-
nessed two individuals remove all four tires
and rims from a display vehicle parked in
front of a Route 22 tire store.

The suspects were described as a white
male with long, dirty blonde hair, approxi-
mately 5 feet, 6 inches to 5 feet, 10 inches
tall and weighing approximately 160
pounds, and a white, heavyset female, ap-
proximately 5 feet, 8 inches tall and weigh-
ing 200 pounds, with dark hair pulled back
in a ponytail.

According to police, the suspects fled
eastbound on Route 22 in an older model
Chevy pickup, which was dark green in
color, with Chevrolet in white lettering
across the tailgate of the truck. A surveil-
lance camera caught the act and police are
investigating.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 17, a resident of Home-

stead Terrace reported that someone dam-
aged a tree in his yard.

Tuesday, August 18, a resident of White
Oak Road reported that several thousand
dollars worth of jewelry was missing after
workers had finished working in his resi-
dence.

Tuesday, August 18, a resident of
Channing Avenue reported that someone
removed approximately $290 from her ac-
count without her authorization.

Wednesday, August 19, a resident of
Lyde Place reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle while it was parked in
front of his residence and removed approxi-
mately $150 in cash.

Saturday, August 22, Dawn Finley, 43,
of West Orange was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop, at which time the
officer smelled the odor of alcohol. She was
transported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released.

Sunday, August 23, Michael Sweeney,
39, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, August 23, Keith Bronikowski,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop, at
which time the officer smelled the odor of
alcohol. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and re-
leased.

Monday, August 24, Christian
Landazabal, 25, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a motor
vehicle stop, at which time the officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Monday, August 24, Sharief Bails, 32, of
Linden was arrested and charged with pos-
session of suspected marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop, at which time the officer
discovered the substance. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Fanwood
Thursday, August 20, a resident re-

ported that someone used her credit card
to make approximately $1,300 in unau-
thorized purchases from various stores.
According to authorities, police are work-
ing with several jurisdictions relating to
fraudulent activity, which occurred in
late July concerning this incident. There
are several possible suspects and charges
are pending, police reported.

Tuesday, August 18, Christopher G.
Badas, 24, of Greentown, Pa. was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Forest Road on outstanding warrants out
of Parsippany, Kearny and Fanwood. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, August 23, Alan E. Jones, 49,
of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FREE SPEECH…With anti-government sentiment aimed at the U.S. President
and Congress, members of the LaRoche Political Action Committee hand out
literature on Tuesday in front of the Westfield Post Office. The literature takes
aim at the government’s fiscal practices and healthcare initiatives.

Lauren Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OAK RIDGE PARK...Residents enjoy music of the Nerds at Oak Ridge Park last
Wednesday in Clark, sponsored by the Union County Democratic Committee.improvement project.

Freeholder Sullivan said the
New Providence Borough Coun-
cil approved the sale of the land
for a dollar to the county, by a 4-
3 vote, in return for the improve-
ments to be done by the county.
The transaction has not been con-
cluded through a vote by the bor-
ough council.

MS BOE Approves Updated
Handbooks, Foodservice
By MAGGIE DIGGORY

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) at its Tuesday meeting ap-
proved updated handbooks and the
foodservice contract.

The BOE had a minimum quorum
of four members. Board members
Jorge Batista, Gene Nagel and Carolyn
Williams were not in attendance due
to other commitments or planned va-
cations. “We have a skeleton crew
here this evening, but we have things
to get done,” said BOE President Mary
Beth Schaumberg during her report.

During the 20-minute meeting, the
BOE voted to approve changes to
school documents such as the three
student handbooks: K-2, 3-5 and 6-8.

Documents submitted by Chief
School Administrator (CSA) Jeanette
Baubles for approval by the BOE
included the affirmative action hand-
book, the substitute handbook and the
emergency management plan. “The
board appreciates how up to date these
handbooks are,” said board member
Raymond Haggar before the BOE
voted to approve the use of the docu-
ments. “These are not rollover docu-
ments as they have been given an in-
depth update,” added Mrs.
Schaumberg.

Among the budget items approved,
the BOE voted in favor of continuing
to use Dowling Foodservice Manage-
ment, Inc. as the district’s lunch ven-
dor. The service management fee is
$4,120 for the school year, a 3 percent
increase over the prior year. The cost
of lunch with milk will remain at last
year’s price of $2.25. If milk is pur-
chased alone, the price is 30 cents, an
increase of 5 cents over last year.

Board member Raymond Haggar
spoke to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times after the meeting about the in-
crease in service costs to the district
by its vendors. “Most of our vendors
use the Consumer Price Index to set
their rate. The district does not have to
bid out a job for the lowest price, such

as the school bus service, unless it
goes above that amount,” said Mr.
Haggar, who serves on the BOE bud-
get and finance committee.

The personnel matters approved by
the BOE did not include any addi-
tional staff changes. Ms. Baubles rec-
ommended three staff members to
serve as mentors for teachers who are
traditional or alternate route teachers
in the district. The district is not re-
quired to participate in funding a por-
tion of the fee the mentors are paid for
their time. However, the district does
subsidize a portion of the mentor fee.
“We have done this since I became
involved in the district,” said Mrs.
Schaumberg. The subsidized portions
are $851 per calendar year for an
alternate route candidate mentor and
$738 per calendar year for a tradi-
tional route candidate mentor.

As the summer break comes to a
close, Ms. Baubles reminded students
in Mountainside to “please finish up
your summer reading and assign-
ments.” The first day of school is
Tuesday, September 8. For more in-
formation on the district’s goals for
the coming school year, the Septem-
ber 3 issue of The Times will include
an interview with CSA Jeanette
Baubles. The next BOE meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, September 8,
at 7:30 p.m.

Man Is In Critical Condition
After Being Dragged By Car
SCOTCH PLAINS – A man was

reported to be in critical but stable
condition following an accident that
occurred Friday afternoon on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

According to published reports, the
victim was standing in front of his
car, which was parked northbound
opposite the Scotch Plains Post Of-
fice, at 3:50 p.m. when a woman
pulled her motor vehicle in front of
his to use the mailbox. Her vehicle
then suddenly went into reverse, pin-
ning the man between his car and
hers. The victim subsequently was
dragged 50 feet down Park Avenue.

The woman’s vehicle came to a
stop when it struck a utility pole,
trapping the victim under the front
left tire of the vehicle, according to

police. Police and others lifted the
vehicle off of the victim, who was
then transported to an area hospital
by the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
and other medical personnel.

In the published reports, Scotch
Plains Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly said that neither alcohol nor
drugs appeared to play a role in the
accident. Authorities are attempting to
determine if mechanical or human er-
ror caused the car to go into reverse.

The names of the driver and the victim
have not been released and no charges
have been filed against the driver at this
time. Attempts to contact law-enforce-
ment sources for an update on the case
were unsuccessful at press time yester-
day. When updates are received, they
will be reported at goleader.com.


