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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEALTHCARE DISCUSSION...U.S. Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7), pic-
tured center,  meets with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times editors Paul Peyton,
left, and Michael Pollack to discuss the national healthcare proposal in The Times’
office in Westfield last Thursday. The 40-minute interview can be seen at
www.goleader.com.

Fanwood Council Begins Budget
Re-examination After Aid Denial

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In response to the
state’s denial of its application for
extraordinary aid, Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and the Borough
Council began the process of amend-
ing its $8.7-million budget during a
special meeting on Thursday morn-
ing.

New Jersey municipalities were
notified last week of the state’s ex-
traordinary aid awards. Neither
Fanwood, which sought $398,000,
nor Garwood, which applied for
$300,000, received any funds. The
municipalities were the only two in
Union County to seek extraordinary
state aid.

During the meeting, which lasted

roughly half an hour, Borough Chief
Financial Officer Fred Tompkins pre-
sented a number of recommenda-
tions to lower the budget’s tax in-
crease below the 4 percent state cap.
Although the borough could have
applied for a waiver to increase the
levy above 4 percent, Mr. Tompkins
said he “didn’t even consider that as
an option.”

Among these proposals is a reduc-
tion of $58,927 from the borough’s
reserve for uncollected taxes.

“By cutting into the reserve for
uncollected taxes, it’s going to have
a negative impact on 2010, but there’s
nothing we can do about that,” Mr.
Tompkins said.

In total, Mr. Tompkins suggested
$117,927 in decreases to reduce the

cap levy. With the reductions, the
average tax increase of the proposed
municipal budget would stand at $84
for a home assessed at $84,500.
Mayor Mahr told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the increase
could have been as high as $130.
Residents should see an average de-
crease of $41 in their fourth quarter
tax bill.

Earlier this year, the borough de-
ferred roughly $230,000 in pension
payments for 2009 under a plan put
forth by Governor Jon Corzine. When
questioned regarding repayment of
the funds by resident Joe Nagy, Mr.
Tompkins said the state has indi-
cated it may “phase in the increases.”

Mr. Tompkins also recommended
additional funds for various accounts
in the budget, including an addi-
tional $20,000 for the municipality’s
legal department. Mr. Tompkins said
the additional funds were necessary
as Fanwood has seen an increase in
the number of tax appeals filed this
year. He said there are “a little more
than $1 million in assessments that
are being appealed,” which he attrib-
uted to the economy.

“The appeals usually generate
some sort of reduction,” Mr.
Tompkins said. “Frankly, it’s too
important for us not to spend the
money to defend.”

During his presentation, Mr.
Tompkins said the average house-
hold in the borough is facing in-
creases of $407 from the school bud-
get and $94 from the county. These
figures represent 69 percent and 16
percent of the total levy, respectively.

“We don’t have a big impact,” Mr.
Tompkins said. “We have the small-
est impact of everyone.”

The council will next discuss the
municipal budget during its Tues-
day, September 1, agenda meeting.
A vote on the 2009 budget is antici-
pated for Tuesday, September 8.

“We will prepare a final amend-
ment once we agree this is what we
are going to do,” Mr. Tompkins said.

With ACLU Present, Board Permits
Comments on Freeholder Relatives

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – With the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) filming
the meeting, the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced
Thursday that comments regarding
county employees who might be re-
lated to freeholder members would
now be permitted at meetings.

The ACLU’s attendance follows
potential litigation by Garwood resi-
dent Bruce Paterson, who believed
his First Amendment rights were vio-
lated when acting chairman, Free-
holder Dan Sullivan, would not let
him make comments at the June 25
meeting. “I am not going to tolerate
talking about family members,” Mr.
Sullivan said at the time, adding that
employees “may be or may not be

related to someone” employed by the
county or a freeholder.

However, at Thursday night’s meet-
ing, Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella in a statement said, “Com-
ments regarding public employees,
whether or not they are related to
freeholders, will be allowed at this
and at future meetings as protected
by the First Amendment. The board
apologizes to any affected member of
the public [who] was directed to not
comment on employees at the June
meeting.” His statement was met by
applause of audience members.

“This is a somewhat momentous
occasion tonight, and it couldn’t have
happened without both parties in-
volved, myself from the public and
you, the freeholders of Union County,
headed by chairman pro-tem Free-
holder Sullivan in particular, who
promulgated this grievous act,” said
Mr. Paterson, who thanked the board
for its actions.

Mr. Paterson said at freeholder
meetings, “the public encounters re-
sistance, arrogance and a shutdown
from open discourse, frustrating those
[who] want good government.”

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, said
the organization conducted a study
and found 542 county employees
“with the same surnames as elected
Democratic officials.” She admitted
that Watchdog did not know if all are
relatives of officials, but said, “nepo-
tism is in fact an issue here.”

“A citizen has to wonder when a
senator’s (Ray Lesniak) nephew is
appointed to county manager (George
Devanney), when the Union County
Democratic chairwoman (Charlotte
DeFilippo) takes over a part-time
position and has become full-time
with a salary of at least $100,000,
when six new captain positions are
created in the sheriff’s department
with no public information on it…and
it’s just a coincidence that a Demo-
cratic chairwoman’s relative scored
seventh on the lieutenant’s exam, and
six people would have to be moved
up in order for her to be promoted,”
Ms. Renna said.

Joseph Doherty of Elizabeth said
the “people’s right to speak out and

challenge their elected representa-
tives on any legitimate issue – such as
favoritism, cronyism and nepotism,
as well as the hiring practices for
county employment – must not be
muffled or muted.”

“The privilege to govern and the
power that goes with it comes from
the citizenry, not the government,” he
said. “The public must be ever vigi-
lant to ensure that our freedoms are
not eroded by petty, power-hungry
politicians who labor under the ego-
tistical impression that they will do as
they please.”

Summit resident Darren Young, a
former candidate for numerous of-
fices, including freeholder and for
the State Legislature, called the free-
holders “arrogant” in their treatment
of county residents at meetings.

Patti Nozza of Mountainside said,
“It is a wonderful day in Union
County” because of the ACLU’s pres-
ence. She said in the past, she was
“afraid to speak” at meetings.

“I can’t afford a battery of attor-
neys to protect my back,” she said.

Mr. Mirabella said he would “do
[his] best moving forward to make
sure everyone is treated fairly who
comes to this board to discuss things
and that there is an equal amount of
respect from both sides as far as how
this body is conducted.”

“We may not like what we are
hearing, but certainly, everyone is
entitled to their opinion to give it,” he
said.

Mr. Sullivan said Elizabeth resi-
dents should be upset that the city’s
school board was fined $88,000 for
using Board of Education (BOE)
funds on political advertising unre-
lated to BOE business. County
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia said
some 50 BOE employees were in
attendance at the freeholder meeting.

In other business, Elizabeth resi-
dent Stanley Moskal was critical of
the board’s decision to spend $2.4
million to purchase a former funeral
home as the new location for the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office of
Child Advocacy. “We are going to
lose a ratable there (for the City of
Elizabeth.)”

According to records available on
the New Jersey Tax Assessors Asso-
ciation website, the property, at 240-
246 West Jersey Street, owned by the
Leonard Funeral Home, paid $31,265
in property taxes last year.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
once the funeral home is renovated
for a child advocacy center, the county
will look to sell the building that
houses the current center on Westfield
Avenue in Elizabeth.

Michelle Conway of Cranford asked
if the county does “cost-benefit analy-
ses to see what the long-term benefits
and the long-term risks are before you
make investments like this?”

“Yes, we do, and it was determined
that this was an acceptable use of
funds for a worthy cause,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

Mr. Mirabella said the board heard
from county Prosecutor Ted
Romankow earlier this year concern-
ing the “dire need for a suitable place
for this child advocacy center.”

“I think we have an appropriate
building that will serve our children
very well moving forward… This
board deemed it was very important
to move forward in that fashion,” Mr.

Rep. Lance Visits Times Office
To Voice Healthcare Opposition

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – U.S. Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7) visited The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times office
on Thursday to primarily discuss the
status of, and his opposition to, the
current healthcare-reform bill. The
congressman also discussed the effi-
cacy of town-hall meetings nation-
wide and defended his vote to pass
the “cap-and-trade” legislation, which
seeks to reduce emissions of green-
house gases such as carbon dioxide.

On healthcare, Mr. Lance stated
repeatedly his opposition to the cur-
rent bill, H.R. 3200; his reasons are
twofold. The freshman congressman
believes the plan set forth in the House
of Representatives will not be “cost-
neutral,” which is President Barack
Obama’s desire, and Mr. Lance thinks
it will lead to greater “rationing” of
care.

Mr. Lance began by saying that he
was “extremely pleased” that the
House of Representatives did not vote
on the nearly 1,100-page healthcare
bill – despite “enormous pressure”
from the Speaker of the House, Nancy
Pelosi – before adjourning at the end
of July.

He said he is in the process of
reading the bill in its entirety, but said
it is “very technical and in some ways
confusing,” forcing him to rely on
experts to advise him on “what some
provisions actually mean.”

Mr. Lance called it “essential” that
Congress have all of August to “di-
gest” the bill and hear from constitu-
ents. “I hope we don’t rush to judg-
ment in early September when we
return after Labor Day,” he said.

Mr. Lance called protestors dem-
onstrating nationwide against the pro-
posed healthcare reform “perfectly
legitimate” individuals who have a
“perfect right” to express their views
passionately.

“We have a responsibility to listen
to their concerns,” Mr. Lance said.
“Many are unclear of [the bill’s] pro-
visions, and in some cases, they are
frightened. It is our responsibility to
try to work through the process, to try
to be civil to one another.”

Mr. Lance said his constituents in
New Jersey’s Seventh Congressional
District, which stretches from west-
ern Hunterdon County to Union
County, including Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Garwood and
Mountainside, are “extremely pas-
sionate” about the bill. Seniors, in
particular, he said are concerned be-
cause, according to Mr. Lance, the
current healthcare bill contains a half-
trillion-dollar cut to Medicare.

Other people fear losing the
healthcare coverage they currently
receive from their employers and
worry about not having access to their
doctors of choice.

Substantively, the congressman
said he is opposed to not only the bill,
but the concept of a “public option,”
which President Obama has said
would compete with private insur-
ance plans in an effort to stem the
rising cost of healthcare in America.

Mr. Lance believes a public plan
would result in “much greater ration-
ing” than what exists today, but it is
the price tag that gives him pause.

“Even more important, I’m con-
cerned about the cost,” he said. “The
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Clark Township Sues RVSA;
State GOP OPRA’s Records

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The commissioners
of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) heard about the Town-
ship of Clark’s lawsuit against the
authority at the RVSA meeting on
Thursday. The commissioners also
heard about progress on completing
the upgrades to the treatment plant
and were updated on several legal
and regulatory matters.

Clark’s lawsuit was served on the
authority on August 18, and relates to
the impact on Clark of RVSA’s use of
a five-year rolling average for charg-
ing members. The closing of U.S.
Gypsum’s plant in Clark is expected
to significantly reduce the township’s
sewage flows. Following the meet-
ing, Mr. Brinker noted that Clark rep-
resents 15 to 16 percent of the
authority’s sewage flow, and that U.S.
Gypsum accounted for about 20 per-
cent of Clark’s flow.

At last month’s meeting, Frank
Mazzarella, the Clark commissioner,
who was absent from the August
meeting, put the company’s contribu-
tion at 25 percent.

Mr. Brinker said all member mu-
nicipalities are signatories to the
authority’s 1995 membership agree-
ment. This document represents a
contract between the member mu-
nicipalities and the authority and can-
not be easily broken.

A request under the Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) was received
from William Guhl, the deputy chief
counsel for the Republican office of
the New Jersey General Assembly,
for various personnel and expendi-
ture records for the RVSA. When
asked if he knew why this informa-
tion was being requested, Michael
Brinker, executive director of the
RVSA replied, “Not a clue.”

In other business, RVSA was is-
sued its Title V Air Permit Modifica-
tion Approval for the cogeneration
facility at RVSA’s wastewater treat-
ment facility on July 31, but an error
by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
means the authority will need to file
an appeal. The error requires the au-
thority to perform additional testing
outside what had been agreed on be-
tween the two entities.

The authority is also seeking relief
from the United States Environmen-

tal Protection Agency (EPA) require-
ment for detailed record keeping and
submission during operation of the
RVSA’s sludge drying facility’s ther-
mal oil heater. Mr. Brinker said the
plant’s capacity makes an overload of
the system very unlikely. The author-
ity hopes to reduce its reporting costs
through this relief.

The authority is scheduled in late
September or October to answer a
third-party complaint filed by Occi-
dental Chemical Corporation and oth-
ers. The complaint alleges that 73
public entities, including the RVSA
and its member municipalities, should
share the costs of the clean up be-
cause they also dumped hazardous
wastes into the waterways.

The original lawsuit, filed in 2005
by the NJDEP, seeks to have Occi-
dental and the other companies cover
the costs of cleaning up the Newark
Bay Complex, which includes the
lower 17 miles of the Passaic River,
Newark Bay, lower Hackensack River,
Arthur Kill and the Kill Van Kull. The
original suit alleges the companies’
dumped hazardous materials into the
Passaic River during the period from
1940 through 1971.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING THE HIGH ROAD…The Motown and R&B band High Road played
at Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains last Thursday to wind up this
year’s summer concert series, which is presented annually by the township’s
cultural arts committee.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FINISHING OFF A FINE PRACTICE...Raider Football Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli acknowledges a fine pre-season practice session. The Raiders will open
in Cranford on the new turf field on Saturday, September 12, at 7 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING OFF AFTER INSPECTION...Major General Glenn K. Rieth, pictured center, adjutant general of New Jersey and
commander of the New Jersey Army and Air National Guard, settles in prior to takeoff in a Blackhawk helicopter after
inspection of the Westfield Armory last Friday. New Jersey National Guard Chief Warrant Officer James Den Hartog and
Army National Guard Major Tom Frickanisce served as pilots.


