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Police Look for Burglars
Responsible for 16 Break-Ins

AREA — With startling frequency,
a band of criminals have been bur-
glarizing homes in a number of West-
ern Union County municipalities,
authorities said. It is believed that
between November 25, 2008, and
August 6, 2009, the group has been
responsible for at least 27 burglaries
and two attempted burglaries, said
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow.

Most of the burglaries have occurred
between 4 and 10 p.m. when
homeowners are away, and the bur-
glars are believed to spend less than
five minutes at each location, but none-
theless have made off with a consider-
able amount of jewelry and cash.

The majority of the burglaries in
Union County have occurred in Ber-
keley Heights, where 16 have been
reported since last November.
Westfield, Mountainside and Spring-
field have also reported similar thefts.
The prosecutor’s office said it was
“grateful” for the assistance from the
Mountainside Police Department and
Chief James Debbie in gathering in-
telligence on the burglaries.

“The suspects likely ring the door-
bell to see if anyone comes to the
door,” Mr. Romankow said. “In some
cases, when someone answered, the
would-be burglars made up an excuse
that they were looking for someone
else and had come to the house in

error.”
Authorities remind residents that

suspicious behavior, no matter how
trivial it may seem, should be re-
ported to their local authorities im-
mediately and, when possible, to copy
any license plate numbers or distin-
guishing details from suspicious
people in their neighborhoods. The
burglars act with precision, targeting
only rooms where expensive jewelry
would be kept. In the few cases where
alarm systems were activated, the
burglars were gone from the scene by
the time police arrived.

Mr. Romankow urged all residents
in Union County, especially those
who live in municipalities that border
Route 78, to be vigilant and to imme-
diately report any suspicious vehicles
or persons to the municipal police
departments.

“Like most criminals, we expect
they will be caught,” Mr. Romankow
said. “Law enforcement is asking for
help from the public. Residents who
see anything suspicious should im-
mediately call the police.”

Additionally, Union County
Crimestoppers is offering a reward of
up to $5,000 for the arrest and indict-
ments of the people responsible for
these burglaries. All calls are kept
anonymous and confidential.
Crimestoppers may be reached at
(988) 654-TIPS.

PEACE AND MUSIC…Ed Thorne, pictured right, (Westfield High School Class
of 1964) and brother Rick (1967) pose in front of Hector’s Inn during recent
Woodstock 2009 ceremonies in Bethel, N.Y. Ed and his brother Mel (1971)
attended the original festival in 1969.

Courtesy of Elizabeth Cairney
GRAND OPENING...The grand opening of the new Union County (UC) Repub-
lican Headquarters at 425 North Avenue East in Westfield was held August 13.
The headquarters features several meeting rooms and 20 new phone lines for
voter contact and recruitment drives. For more information, call (908) 789-0200.
Participating in the ribbon cutting, pictured, left to right, are: Glenn Mortimer,
UC GOP campaign manager and Mountainside councilman; Jim Foerst, Westfield
councilman and GOP state committeeman; Art Zapolski, surrogate candidate;
Nicole Cole, freeholder candidate; Anthony Sytko, freeholder candidate and
Garwood councilman; Meghan Falso, UC GOP executive secretary; Phil Morin,
UC GOP chairman; Senator Tom Kean, Jr.; Assemblyman Jon Bramnick;
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz, and Dorothy Burger, UC volunteer coordinator.

Lauren Barr for The Westfield Leader
OAK RIDGE PARK...Residents enjoy music of the Nerds at Oak Ridge Park last
Wednesday in Clark, sponsored by the Union County Democratic Committee.

current healthcare bill contains a half-
trillion-dollar cut to Medicare.

Other people fear losing the
healthcare coverage they currently re-
ceive from their employers and not
having access to their doctors of choice.

Substantively, the congressman
said he is opposed to not only the bill,
but the concept of a “public option,”
which President Obama has said
would compete with private insur-
ance plans in an effort to stem the
rising cost of healthcare in America.

Mr. Lance believes a public plan
would result in “much greater ration-
ing” than what exists today, but it is
the price tag that gives him pause.

“Even more important, I’m concerned
about the cost,” he said. “The President
said it had to be cost-neutral. I rely on the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) for
analysis in this regard. The CBO says it
will cost a great deal of money.”

According to CBO.gov, in a written
document to the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, the CBO found that “enacting
H.R. 3200 would result in a net increase
in the federal budget deficit of $239
billion over the 2010-2019 period.”

While he and the majority of House
Republicans are not receptive to the
current construction of the healthcare
plan, Mr. Lance said the Republican
Party must present its vision of
healthcare reform and not simply be,
what he called, “The Party of No.”

“It is essential that we in the minor-
ity offer solutions and not simply
criticize what we don’t like,” he said.
“It’s irresponsible not to have an al-
ternative plan, and I think Republi-
cans do have an alternate plan.”

Mr. Lance is a member of the Tues-
day Lunch Group, made up of cen-
trist Republicans from the east,
midwest and California; the group
proposed its version of healthcare
reform two months ago.

The group’s proposal provides help
for small businesses so they can cover
more employees; permits small busi-
nesses to go across state lines and pool
together with other entities in order to
lower costs; introduces “significant”
tort reform, an effort to change legal
procedures in order to prevent lawsuit
abuse and make liability insurance
more affordable, and permits young
people, for a fee, to stay on their par-
ents’ health plan until age 27 or 28.

Mr. Lance insisted the centrist-Re-
publican plan was made “in good faith,”
but “unfortunately, the White House
and Speaker Pelosi have not yet reached
out to us with thoughts on our plan.”

When asked if he would vote for a
revised healthcare bill that included
tort reform and provisions to purchase
insurance across state lines, Mr. Lance
said, “I do not favor a public option, so
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, August 18, a resident of the 600
block of Stirling Place reported the theft of
a yellow, BMX style mongoose bicycle on
or about August 4. There are no suspects in
the case.

Tuesday, August 18, Robert Weythman,
32, of Red Bank was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia after
a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Boulevard. He was processed and released
on his own recognizance with a summons.

Wednesday, August 19, Jasmine Bailey,
24, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for $99
after she responded to Westfield police
headquarters. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 19, Kevin Garmony,
47, of Irvington was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
criminal warrant for $259. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 19, Jessica White,
19, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for $110
after responding to Westfield police head-
quarters. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, August 20, Maurice Singley,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad and Prospect Streets. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with a sum-
mons.

Friday, August 21, Jorge Alvarez, 18, of
Roselle was arrested on an outstanding
Elizabeth traffic warrant for $280 on South
Avenue near Livingston Street. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released on his own
recognizance as per the Elizabeth Police
Department.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 700
block of Hyslip Avenue reported the theft of
personal property from his unlocked motor
vehicle, which was parked in his driveway.
The missing items, valued at approximately
$1,350, included six tennis rackets and the
bag in which they were stored, a tennis ball
hopper containing some 100 balls, tennis
racket strings, an iPod and a pair of head-
phones.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 200
block of Edgewood Avenue reported the
theft of personal property from his locked
motor vehicle, which was parked in his
driveway. The missing items, valued at
$4,615, included an IBM laptop computer,
GPS navigational system, USB modem
and USB disc drive and two computer
chargers.

Friday, August 21, Lily Hershkowitz,
23, of Linden was arrested on an outstand-
ing Oakland traffic warrant for $135 after
responding to Westfield police headquar-
ters. She was processed and released after
posting bail.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 200
block of Seneca Place reported the theft of
personal property, valued at approximately
$670, from an unlocked motor vehicle. The
missing items included $20 in change, a cell
phone, a GPS unit and $500 in miscella-
neous personal jewelry.

Friday, August 21, John Nunez, 47, of
Plainfield was arrested on Watchung Fork
and charged with hindering apprehension
for allegedly providing false identification
and repeatedly lying to police after they
responded to a report of a suspicious person.

Further investigation revealed multiple
warrants had been issued for Nunez, includ-
ing two Plainfield criminal warrants total-
ing $2,000 and a North Plainfield traffic
warrant for $1,000. Bail on the Westfield
charge was set at $5,000. Unable to post
bail, he was transported and committed to
the Union County jail.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 600
block of Cumberland Street reported the
theft of $35 in coins from her unlocked
motor vehicle, which was parked in the
driveway.

Friday, August 21, Oscar Perez, 26, of
Rahway was arrested on two outstanding
Rahway traffic warrants totaling $900 after
a motor vehicle stop on Clark Street near
Charles Street. He was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Friday, August 21, a resident of the 1100
block of Boynton Avenue reported the theft
of six pairs of gold hoop earrings from her
residence.

Sunday, August 23, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on Central
Avenue near Frazee Court, Michael Tullo,
26, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. He was processed and
released with a summons.

Sunday, August 23, Omar A. Pena, 19, of
Bound Brook was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana after a motor vehicle
stop at a DWI checkpoint at Central Avenue
and Frazee Court. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Sunday, August 23, a resident of the 700
block of Coleman Place reported the theft of
a Garmin GPS unit from her motor vehicle.
The theft is believed to have occurred be-
tween August 15 and August 22, when the
unlocked vehicle was parked in the resident’s
driveway.

Sunday, August 23, a Westfield resident
reported the theft of his silver Trek hybrid
bicycle from the 600 block of Fourth Av-
enue between 12:30 and 2:30 a.m.

Mountainside
Wednesday, August 19, an employee at

a Route 22 nursing home reported that her
motor vehicle was scratched the length of

both sides and also along the back with an
object approximately the size of a key while
it was parked overnight in the lot.

Thursday, August 20, Donna M.
Kosciolek, 43, of Newark was arrested at
the Newark Police Department on an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside.

Friday, August 21, Olivia M. Washing-
ton, 35, of Newark was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended registration
after a motor vehicle stop. She was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

Saturday, August 22, a homeowner build-
ing a home on Dunn Parkway reported that
someone entered the partially finished home
and removed a Makita miter saw valued at
$950, a Hitachi nailer valued at $410 and a
Bostitch coil framing nailer valued at $350.
According to police, the suspect also dam-
aged other materials in the home. The vic-
tim believes the theft occurred during the
day, and neighbors who might have wit-
nessed the crime believe the suspects to be
hired workers.

Saturday, August 22, a motorist reported
that while he was driving on Route 22,
West, a tree fell on his motor vehicle. The
impact smashed his windshield, causing it
to buckle and spray glass over his wife, who
was a passenger in the vehicle. According to
police, the Department of Transportation
responded to the incident.

Saturday, August 22, Rene Constant, 45,
of East Orange was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for multiple violations
and charged with driving with a suspended
license.

Saturday, August 22, a victim came into
police headquarters to report that his former
girlfriend has been sending him threatening
text messages.

Sunday, August 23, an employee at a
Route 22 business reported that she wit-
nessed two individuals remove all four tires
and rims from a display vehicle parked in
front of a Route 22 tire store.

The suspects were described as a white
male with long, dirty blonde hair, approxi-
mately 5 feet, 6 inches to 5 feet, 10 inches
tall and weighing approximately 160
pounds, and a white, heavyset female, ap-
proximately 5 feet, 8 inches tall and weigh-
ing 200 pounds, with dark hair pulled back
in a ponytail.

According to police, the suspects fled
eastbound on Route 22 in an older model
Chevy pickup, which was dark green in
color, with Chevrolet in white lettering
across the tailgate of the truck. A surveil-
lance camera caught the act and police are
investigating.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 17, a resident of Home-

stead Terrace reported that someone dam-
aged a tree in his yard.

Tuesday, August 18, a resident of White
Oak Road reported that several thousand
dollars worth of jewelry was missing after
workers had finished working in his resi-
dence.

Tuesday, August 18, a resident of
Channing Avenue reported that someone
removed approximately $290 from her ac-
count without her authorization.

Wednesday, August 19, a resident of
Lyde Place reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle while it was parked in
front of his residence and removed approxi-
mately $150 in cash.

Saturday, August 22, Dawn Finley, 43,
of West Orange was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop, at which time the
officer smelled the odor of alcohol. She was
transported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released.

Sunday, August 23, Michael Sweeney,
39, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, August 23, Keith Bronikowski,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop, at
which time the officer smelled the odor of
alcohol. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and re-
leased.

Monday, August 24, Christian
Landazabal, 25, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a motor
vehicle stop, at which time the officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Monday, August 24, Sharief Bails, 32, of
Linden was arrested and charged with pos-
session of suspected marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop, at which time the officer
discovered the substance. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Fanwood
Thursday, August 20, a resident re-

ported that someone used her credit card
to make approximately $1,300 in unau-
thorized purchases from various stores.
According to authorities, police are work-
ing with several jurisdictions relating to
fraudulent activity, which occurred in
late July concerning this incident. There
are several possible suspects and charges
are pending, police reported.

Tuesday, August 18, Christopher G.
Badas, 24, of Greentown, Pa. was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Forest Road on outstanding warrants out
of Parsippany, Kearny and Fanwood. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, August 23, Alan E. Jones, 49,
of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

“The privilege to govern and the
power that goes with it comes from
the citizenry, not the government,”
he said. “The public must be ever
vigilant to ensure that our freedoms
are not eroded by petty, power-hun-
gry politicians who labor under the
egotistical impression that they will
do as they please.”

Summit resident Darren Young, a
former candidate for numerous of-
fices, including freeholder and for
the state legislature, called the free-
holders “arrogant” in their treatment
of county residents at meetings.

Patti Nozza of Mountainside said,
“It is a wonderful day in Union
County” because of the ACLU’s pres-
ence. She said in the past, she was
“afraid to speak” at meetings.

“I can’t afford a battery of attor-
neys to protect my back,” she said.

Mr. Mirabella said he would “do
[his] best moving forward to make
sure everyone is treated fairly who
comes to this board to discuss things
and that there is an equal amount of
respect from both sides as far as how
this body is conducted.”

“We may not like what we are
hearing, but certainly, everyone is
entitled to their opinion to give it,”
he said.

Mr. Sullivan said Elizabeth resi-
dents should be upset that the city’s
school board was fined $88,000 for
using Board of Education (BOE)
funds on political advertising unre-
lated to BOE business. County
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia said
some 50 BOE employees were in
attendance at the freeholder meeting.

In other business, Elizabeth resi-
dent Stanley Moskal was critical of
the board’s decision to spend $2.4
million to purchase a former funeral
home as the new location for the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
of Child Advocacy. “We are going
lose a ratable there (for the City of
Elizabeth.)”

their time. However, the district does
subsidize a portion of the mentor fee.
“We have done this since I became
involved in the district,” said Mrs.
Schaumberg. The subsidized portions
are $851 per calendar year for an
alternate route candidate mentor and
$738 per calendar year for a tradi-
tional route candidate mentor.

As the summer break comes to a
close, Ms. Baubles reminded students
in Mountainside to “please finish up
your summer reading and assign-
ments.” The first day of school is Tues-
day, September 8. For more informa-
tion on the district’s goals for the com-
ing school year, the September 3 issue

of The Leader will include an inter-
view with CSA Jeanette Baubles. The
next BOE meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, September 8, at 7:30 p.m.
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I would not vote for such a plan.”
He maintained that if the centrist

Republicans’ plan were voted on, it
would pass both houses of Congress
“overwhelmingly.”

“Unfortunately, many House
Democrats are adamant in favor of
[a] public option,” he said.

Since Republicans, by and large,
are opposed to what is being proposed
to reform healthcare, some Democrats
have talked about using a process
known as reconciliation in the Senate.
Reconciliation, usually reserved for
budgetary matters, is a process in which
the Senate can pass a bill with a simple
majority of 51 votes, not the filibuster-
proof 60 votes. New York Senator
Charles Schumer has said reconcilia-
tion remains “on the table” if the Re-
publicans opposition is steadfast.

Mr. Lance said if the majority party
“rams” this piece of legislation through
the House and Senate, and the Presi-
dent signs it, “there will be enormous
consequences at the midterm elec-
tions [in 2010]…and obviously, it
would violate President Obama’s num-
ber-one promise when running for
President – that he was going to gov-
ern in a post-partisan way.”

Moving to his vote on the Clean
Energy Act (cap-and-trade), which
passed 229-212 in the House, Mr.
Lance said he favored cap-and-trade,
which sets an emission limit for each
business and allows businesses to trade
their emissions allowances with one
another, over a carbon tax, which would
effectively tax the carbon-dioxide
emissions from burning fossil fuels.

Mr. Lance, who has said publicly
that he believes Global Warming is a
real concern, said, “I favor energy
legislation. We rely much too heavily
on foreign sources of oil and rely too
heavily on coal, [which is] a dirty
form of energy.”

Mr. Lance touted New Jersey for
already taking part in a 10-state east
coast agreement that caps carbon
emissions. Mr. Lance, who depends
on the CBO for cost analysis, said
cap-and-trade would cost the average
taxpayer in America, by 2020, a “post-
age stamp a day.”

Mr. Lance had taken some flack for
his vote. He was one of eight House
Republicans who voted for the bill.
This led to demonstrations outside
his North Avenue office in Westfield
and a deluge of letters to The Leader.

Though his decision on the energy
bill has been one of the most signifi-
cant votes of his brief tenure, the
congressman said his “most conse-
quential” vote cast in Congress thus
far was his vote on the stimulus pack-
age and the budget, both of which he
voted against approving.

As the cap-and-trade bill moves to
the Senate, Mr. Lance said he is
“pleased” that the upper house of
Congress is taking its time.

“I believe the bill has to be modi-
fied in the Senate to bring along China
and India; if they cannot be brought
along, then I do not think the bill
should move forward in the Senate.
Emissions are a global issue, not just
a U.S. issue,” he said.

See the video at goleader.com.

According to records available on
the New Jersey Tax Assessors Asso-
ciation website, the property, at 240-
246 West Jersey Street, owned by
the Leonard Funeral Home, paid
$31,265 in property taxes last year.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
once the funeral home is renovated
for a child advocacy center, the
county will look to sell the building
that houses the current center on
Westfield Avenue in Elizabeth.

Michelle Conway of Cranford
asked if the county does “cost-ben-
efit analyses to see what the long-
term benefits and the long-term risks
are before you make investments
like this?”

“Yes, we do, and it was deter-
mined that this was an acceptable
use of funds for a worthy cause,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

Mr. Mirabella said the board heard
from Prosecutor Ted Romankow ear-
lier this year concerning the “dire
need for a suitable place for this
child advocacy center.”

“I think we have an appropriate
building that will serve our children
very well moving forward… This
board deemed it was very important
to move forward in that fashion,”
Mr. Mirabella said.

On another issue, New Providence
resident Bill Hart said, “The over-
whelming majority of people…are
against the county developing
Oakwood Park.”

“We think the funds could be bet-
ter spent somewhere else,” he told
the board. The board approved a
resolution for the $4-million
Oakwood Park improvement project.

Freeholder Sullivan said the New
Providence Borough Council ap-
proved the sale of the land for a
dollar to the county, by a 4-3 vote, in
return for the improvements to be
done by the county. The transaction
has not been concluded through a
vote by the borough council.

homeowners around WHS had brought
the issue of the lack of parking at WHS
to the board at past meetings.

On a separate matter, Ms. Dolan had
attended a pandemic summit and said
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
had issued a new guideline on H1N1
virus, commonly known as swine flu.
The CDC guidelines specify any per-
son with H1N1 stay home for 24 hours
after their fever has broken and their
temperature has returned to normal.

The CDC recommends getting vac-
cinated for the regular seasonal flu now.

A vaccine for H1N1 is expected to
be available in mid- to late October
and will be two doses with a three-
week wait period in between doses.
Children are one of the target audi-
ences for this vaccine.

Richard Solomon said the Boosters
are not ready to begin the banner adver-
tisement program this football season
and can begin in the spring and follow
it into the next football season.

The concrete repairs at Lincoln are
due to the concrete not curing properly,
Mr. Berman noted, and will be com-
plete by the first day of school. The fix
is at “no cost to us,” he said.

He also said there are additional un-
used funds from a bond that will go
towards replacing windows at schools.

The board also approved personnel
appointments for the school year. Among
the appointments was Yetunde
Rubinstein who has replaced the retired
James Moriarty as WHS guidance coun-
selor, at a salary of $64,278. Stephen
Galgon was named head of WHS TV
Production, at $60,548. He replaced John
Burns, who retired in 2008. A substitute
had filled in during the vacancy.
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Bay Complex, which includes the
lower 17 miles of the Passaic River,
Newark Bay, lower Hackensack River,
Arthur Kill and the Kill Van Kull. The
original suit alleges the companies’
dumped hazardous materials into the
Passaic River during the period from
1940 through 1971.

Man Is Critical After
Being Dragged By Car

SCOTCH PLAINS – A man was re-
ported to be in critical but stable condition
following an accident that occurred Friday
afternoon on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

According to published reports, the vic-
tim was standing in front of his car, which
was parked northbound opposite the Scotch
Plains Post Office, at 3:50 p.m. when a
woman pulled her motor vehicle in front of
his to use the mailbox. Her vehicle then
suddenly went into reverse, pinning the
man between his car and hers. The victim
subsequently was dragged 50 feet down
Park Avenue.

The woman’s vehicle came to a stop
when it struck a utility pole, trapping the
victim under the front left tire of the vehicle,
according to police. Police and others lifted
the vehicle off of the victim, who was then
transported to an area hospital by the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad and other medical
personnel.

In the published reports, Scotch Plains
Police Lieutenant Brian Donnelly said that
neither alcohol nor drugs appeared to play a
role in the accident. Authorities are attempt-
ing to determine if mechanical or human
error caused the car to go into reverse.

The names of the driver and the victim
have not been released, and no charges have
been filed against the driver at this time.
Attempts to contact law-enforcement
sources for an update on the case were
unsuccessful at press time yesterday. When
updates are received, they will be reported
at goleader.com.
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