
Page 16  Thursday, August 20, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO
424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

     Tel:  908.233.9094

E-mail: carolynklingerkueter@mac.com

Web Site: carolynmusic.com

       STEVE SHEVLINO

     JANET FITTERER

          PHYLLIS TANTAWY

• Piano Preparatory & General 

      Music Classes for 4-6 yr olds

• Piano Lessons for 5 1/2 yr olds and up

• Adult piano lessons

      .....50 years, and STILL counting.

Rainbow Experience
Announces Auditions

PLAINFIELD – The Rainbow Ex-
perience, a theater ministry of the
United Church of Christ-Congrega-
tional-Plainfield, announced upcom-
ing auditions for Leader of the Pack,
a musical celebrating the life and
times of Ellie Greenwich, whose Doo-
wop sounds were at the top of the
charts in the early- to mid-1960s,
with hit songs like “Be my Baby, “Da
Doo Ron Ron, “Chapel of Love” and
“River Deep, Mountain High”

Michael Gary handles choreogra-
phy; musical direction, Christopher
Howatt; direction, Scott Goldman.

Performers, ages 10 through adult,

should prepare a song in the style of
the show. Performers should also be
prepared to move and dance to 1960’s
music.

Auditions and rehearsals will be
held at the United Church of Christ-
Plainfield, located at 220 West Sev-
enth Street, on September 7 and 10.
Callbacks will be announced and are
tentatively set for September 12

Rehearsals will be held on Monday
and Thursday evenings, from 7 to 10
p.m., and Saturdays at 10 a.m. until 2
p.m. starting September 14. The show
will be performed November 7 and 8,
and November 14 and 15 in Plainfield.

OVER THE RAINBOW... Above, members of the theater ministry perform in the
2008 Rainbow production of Godspell.

Sensational Soul Cruisers
Perform in Free Concert

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Summer Arts Festival concludes
its 2009 concert series on Wednesday
evening, August 26, with music by The
Sensational Soul Cruisers. The public
is invited to attend this free concert of
soul music at Echo Lake Park, on the
border of Mountainside and Westfield,
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The Sensational Soul Cruisers, an
11-man vocal-harmony group with
horns, is led by sax player Screamin’
Steve Barlotta of Freehold; the band
captures the essence of the Jersey shore
sound, growing from humble basement
origins to performing more than 200
shows each year.

Now celebrating 19 years together,
the band returns to Union County to

entertain its fans with a high-energy
assortment of rhythm and blues,
Motown, Stax and classic Philly Soul.

The Union County Education Asso-
ciation sponsors the Sensational Soul
Cruisers performance at Echo Lake
Park on August 26. Lawn chairs, blan-
kets and picnic baskets are encouraged.
Refreshments and snacks will be avail-
able from vendors.

In case of rain, the concert will be
held at the air-conditioned audito-
rium at Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Av-
enue, at 7:30 p.m. For rain informa-
tion, call the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal at (908) 558-4079 or visit
ucnj.org/parks/summerarts.html

Jenna Newman Receives
Marc Hardy Scholarship

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop (WSW) has awarded
the Marc Hardy Scholarship to Jenna
Newman, a student
at Colonia High
School, who was a
cast member in this
summer’s produc-
tion of Little Shop
of Horrors.

Summer Stage
Theater director
Kenneth Horn
made the scholar-
ship presentation
after the final per-
formance of the sci-
fi musical spoof on
July 30 at the
Edison Intermedi-
ate School audito-
rium in Westfield.

Jenna, chosen for
exhibiting out-
standing achieve-
ment in the arts, is in her third year as a
cast member in the theater productions
for WSW, and formerly appeared in
The Pirates of Penzance and The Wiz.

The Marc Hardy Scholarship was

created to honor the memory of Marc
Hardy, a young man who was a talented
vocalist and actor. As a student at the

Westfield Summer
Workshop, he was
an active partici-
pant in the theater.
He was also a mem-
ber of the Screen
Actors Guild and
appeared on the
“Bill Cosby Show”
and in several tele-
vision commer-
cials.

Each year, the
Westfield Summer
Workshop presents
this scholarship to
a cast member who
displays the quali-
ties of hard work,
dedication and a
positive attitude,
traits that Mr.

Hardy himself demonstrated while
working on productions.

For more information, call (908) 789-
9696 or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Jenna Newman is the recipient of the
2009 Westfield Summer Workshop
Marc Hardy Scholarship.

‘Ghost Hunters’ Team Investigates
Union County Court House in Eliz.

BY DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – On June 7, 1780,
Hannah Caldwell, wife of Reverend
James Caldwell, was standing in the
parsonage’s master bedroom when
she was shot dead.

The 42-year-old mother of nine
was a victim of the Battle of Con-
necticut Farms (now Union Town-
ship), some say by a British sniper,
others say by a stray bullet. Regard-
less, she died on the spot and was
buried in the cemetery at the First
Presbyterian Church in nearby
Elizabethtown.

Today, Mrs. Caldwell is said to
float through the halls of the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth, the
next-door neighbor of her final rest-
ing place.

This past March, the crew of the
Syfy channel’s “Ghost Hunters” vis-

ited the courthouse to investigate Mrs.
Caldwell’s purported presence along
with other unusual, suspected paran-
ormal activity. That episode will air
on September 16.

According to Union County Sher-
iff Ralph Froehlich, Bruce Tango, a
former police officer under then-lieu-
tenant Froehlich in Elizabeth and fa-
ther of one of the ghost hunters, Dave
Tango of Linden, brought the myste-
rious goings-on at the courthouse to
the attention of The Atlantic Paranor-
mal Society (TAPS).

“I am not a disbeliever,” Sheriff
Froehlich said. “I was just not real
confident about the show.”

That lack of confidence dissipated
when the TAPS team showed up.

“It’s amazing the equipment they
have,” he said. “The people are so
into it. I was quite impressed with
them.”

About 20 years ago, Sheriff
Froehlich said a close friend of his at
the courthouse had a personal experi-
ence with an apparition at the court-
house.

“One morning, Duke came to work.
His windows looked out on the cem-
etery. He opened his shades and
screamed. Everyone ran in. He in-
sisted he was OK.”

Pineda Conservatory
Announces Fall Enrollment
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Pineda

Conservatory is announcing open en-
rollment for this fall’s 2009 musical
theatre and musical theatre dance
classes. Staffed by a group of world-
class performers from Broadway, the
conservatory’s musical theatre classes
will prepare students in scene, audition,
and performance preparation.

The classes will use solo, ensemble
work and acting techniques to enhance
the talents of each individual. Each
year ends with a performance. The
Advanced Class is a combined dance,
acting and singing class for high school
students in grades 9 through 12.

This year’s offerings include Satur-
day and Thursday classes, and run 10
classes a semester. Scholarships are avail-
able based on talent and financial need.
All classes are held at the First United
Methodist Church in Scotch Plains.

The conservatory’s Saturday
classes include: Musical Theatre for
grades 2 to 6 from 10 to 11 a.m., and
11 a.m. to noon, for grades 6 to 9, and
Musical Theatre Dance for grades 6
to 9 from 10 to 11 a.m., and Musical
Theatre Dance for Grades 2 to 6 from

11 a.m. to noon. Students enrolling
for both musical theatre and dance
classes receive a $25 discount.

Thursday offerings include Musi-
cal Theatre Class for grades 6 to 9
from 6 to 7 p.m. and Advanced Musi-
cal Theatre and Dance Combined
class for high school students in grades
9 to 12 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Recent graduates of the Pineda
Conservatory include Brian Hart of
Westfield, who will attend Syracuse
University for musical theatre in Sep-
tember, and Holly Curran, currently a
student at New York University’s
Tisch School of the Arts.

As part of the conservatory’s mis-
sion, $17,000 in scholarship money
was awarded to the more than 28 stu-
dents who attended. The program also
hosted work-study interns of high school
age, who were trained in a variety of
jobs within the productions and classes.

Early registration is recommended,
and class sizes are limited.

For more information, visit
pinedaconservatory.com, e-mail
pinedaconservatory@comcast.net or
call the conservatory at (908) 731-1377

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Heeney Contest Winner Brafman,
16, Pens First Novel, ‘Death Bunny’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Joshua Brafman is
only 16 years old, but despite his
young age, the soon-to-be Westfield
High School (WHS) junior has 13
books in progress, and his first, a self-
described “illustrated graphic novel,”

has already been published.
Joshua’s highly imaginative liter-

ary debut, “Death Bunny!” is the story
of Kitti, a three-foot, 11-inch rabbit
who is also the adopted son of Grim
the Reaper, one of the rulers of the
Underworld.

Determined to save his father,
trapped in another dimension by a
rival ruler, Lord Devi, Kitti enlists the
aid of several additional characters,
including robots, giant caterpillars,
zombie skeletons and a panda bear
that eats fudge.

The author began writing
“Death Bunny!” when he was
11 years old.

“The characters and their
names evolved over the years,”
he said, adding that the “Death
Bunny!” illustrations and story
line built upon each other.

“Many times, I’ll take some-
thing, like a tree branch, and see a
picture in my mind of some creature’s
body part... and other times, the ideas
just flow naturally from my brain to
paper,” he continued.

“A friend of mine once said my
drawings could even be seen as ‘a mix
between Saturday morning cartoons
and Godzilla movies,’” said Joshua.

The author’s grandmother, Marilyn
Hart of Mountainside, a Professor
Emerita of Psychology at Kean Uni-
versity, and former member of the
Mountainside Borough Council,
helped with the book’s editing.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, Mrs. Hart said she remembers
her grandson, ever since preschool,
having an above-average verbal abil-
ity and a precise memory.

“If I ever used a word he didn’t
understand, he’d stop and ask me what
it meant,” Mrs. Hart said. “I remember
when he was 4, he told me he was
bored. When I made suggestions about
how to cure his boredom, he asked,
‘What are my other options?’”

Mrs. Hart described her grandson
as “an interesting kid” and “very per-
sistent.”

“Once he starts, he just keeps writ-
ing,” she said. “I’m actually trying to

get him to shorten his books and limit
his characters for future works.”

Forthcoming books somewhat con-
tinue the original book’s storyline,
although they feature different vil-
lains.

Next to be released, “Death Bunny
and the Eternal Inferno,” is slated to
be available in mid-2010.

Both books are written for the pre-
teen and teen reader.

Joshua is no stranger to accolades
for his writing.

In 2006, he won The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains
– Fanwood Times’ inaugural
Bernard Heeney Creative Writ-
ing Contest in the Student Di-
vision for his story, “The Ad-
ventures of Starman.”

The contest honored the
memory of former Westfield
Town Clerk, Bernard Heeney,

Jr., a voracious reader of newspapers
and passionate author of newspaper
letters to the editor.

Joshua fuels his creative passions
by playing video games and creating
videos for You Tube.

His future goals include furthering
his education at CALARTS and be-
coming a writer and animator of car-
toon productions.

“Death Bunny!” is published by
iUniverse and is available from online
and local booksellers.

Nurse to Kids: There’s
Nothing to Fear

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Meet the
School Nurse,” written and illustrated
by Marjorie Picard, RN, a blue-rib-
bon-winning artist, teaches school-
children that there is nothing to fear
when going to the nurse’s office.

She shows what the nurse does and
cites examples of common condi-
tions such as fevers, rashes, scrapes
and bruises, and “head bugs.” She
also mentions the nurse’s other duties
such as weighing and measuring.

Mrs. Picard is a retired school nurse,
having worked at The Kings Daugh-
ters Day School in Plainfield.

MEET THE SCHOOL NURSE…Valeria Erdosi-Mehaffey, left, director of The
Kings Daughters Day School in Plainfield School, accepts a copy of “Meet the
School Nurse,” written and illustrated by Marjorie Picard, a blue-ribbon-
winning artist and Scotch Plains resident. The author enjoys painting and has
studied at the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey in Summit. Her book is available
online at amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com, target.com, Borders Marketplace
and many others.

GHOST SEASON...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, left, gets fitted for a
microphone for the final scene in an upcoming episode of “Ghost Hunters,” to be
aired tentatively on Wednesday, September 16, on the Syfy channel.

Later that day, Sheriff Froehlich
asked his friend, in confidence, what
happened. “He told me that when he
opened his shades, he saw an appari-
tion in the cemetery.”

By coincidence – or perhaps not –
that very day, items stolen six months
earlier from a crypt in that cemetery
were being returned.

When the Ghost Hunters investi-
gate a suspected haunted site, the
crew brings a host of electronic equip-
ment to try and detect a ghostly pres-
ence. Whether or not that equipment
detected anything at the courthouse
or the cemetery, however, is a secret,
according to Sheriff Froehlich.

“I know, but I can’t tell,” he said.
“You’ll have to wait for the show.

Sheriff Froehlich will watch the
episode at home with his wife on his
new flat-screen television set. “I can’t
wait to see how it turned out,” he said.

http://www.nazzaromusic.com

