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Dealing With Corruption
In New Jersey Discussed

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Asm. Jon
Bramnick and attorney Robert Stahl
provided an interview on Wednes-
day, August 12, with Horace Corbin,
publisher of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
on the subject of “Dealing With Cor-
ruption in New Jersey.” The 40-minute
video is available online at
goleader.com.

Asm. Bramnick (R-21) is the As-
sembly minority whip and represents
200,000 people across 16 towns, in-
cluding Westfield, in the state.

Mr. Stahl is a former federal pros-
ecutor and is now an attorney defend-
ing clients accused of white-collar
crime in areas such as political cor-
ruption and fraud. He was recently
brought on to defend 87-year-old
Rabbi Saul Kassin of Brooklyn who
was caught up in last month’s FBI
sweep of 44 corrupt officials in New
Jersey. He was unable to comment on
that matter.

Mr. Bramnick said the Assembly
Republican Policy Committee is hold-
ing hearings in Trenton (which started
Monday) because the “archaic rules
of the Legislature do not permit pub-
lic input or debate on broad issues
facing the government.” Even on the
floor of the Assembly, a legislator can
only discuss the specific bill being
presented. “So, the very strong inter-
est of the legislature is not to have
broad, public discussion — we never
even had a debate on property taxes,”
said Mr. Bramnick.

He said these hearings would pro-
vide an open discussion on corrup-
tion with public input, which has never

occurred. The hearing’s goal is to
expose the cause of public corruption
and draft legislation to prevent it.

When asked if television news sta-
tions would televise the hearings, Mr.
Bramnick said it is unlikely that NJN or
News12 will televise the hearings, al-
though he would welcome coverage.

Mr. Bramnick acknowledged that
corruption has been “highly editori-
alized in the press.” He agreed that it
might be the result of “greed, avarice
and a system arranged to permit it.”
He noted though, “We’re not going
back to ground zero because, in fact,
it has never been discussed at all by
the Legislature. It’s been just press
releases back and forth between the
two parties.”

Mr. Corbin asked Mr. Stahl to re-
spond to the public’s perception of
New Jersey as being the most corrupt
state in the country. Mr. Stahl said
that a recent study suggests that New
Jersey may actually rate seventh in
the nation in corruption. Three of the
last five governors of Illinois are in
prison for example. Mr. Bramnick
added that the TV show “Sopranos”
might add to the public’s negative
perception of New Jersey.

Mr. Bramnick said, “Those that are
guilty [of public corruption] may have
developed a sense of empowerment;
egos start to grow and they are treated
like royalty.” He said they develop a
feeling that “no one can touch you.”
Still, he said the question remains –
“Just because you’re charged with a
crime, should you give up your of-
fice?”

Mr. Corbin asked if the hearings
were solely on corrupt politicians or

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CORRUPTION CRACKDOWN...Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21), center, and attor-
ney Robert Stahl, right, are interviewed by The Westfield Leader Publisher
Horace Corbin last Wednesday in the newspaper’s Westfield office on the state’s
efforts to deal with government corruption. The video is on goleader.com.

A ROYAL VISIT AT THE WSW…Ashley Shaffer, Miss New Jersey 2009, visit
students at the Westfield Summer Workshop (WSW) on its closing day, July 31.
An opera singer, Ms. Shaffer performed for the students at their “Happening”
show and visited with the children in several classes. Pictured is Miss New Jersey,
center, holding crown, with cast members from the WSW Summer Stage Theater
production of Little Shop of Horrors.

Gene Janotti for The Westfield Leader
RELAXED AMIGOS...Three friends enjoy each other’s company downtown last
week in Westfield during the weekly Jazz Night performances.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BEAUTY AT THE MARKET...The Westfield Farmers Market displays its beauty last Saturday with lovely ladies glowing
among the shining flowers. The market is open every Saturday with fresh produce through November at the South Avenue
Train Station parking lot.

Westfield Central Avenue Project
Set to Go to Bid by County

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Central Avenue
corridor project, which seeks to im-
prove traffic flow and safety along the
county roadway, will go out to bid by
the end of August. The project calls for
the implementation of modernized traf-
fic-control devices and the
reconfiguration of several intersections
on Central Avenue, from the Clark bor-
der through to North Avenue in
Westfield.

The project, which has taken years to
gain traction, is under the jurisdiction
of Union County, which will pick up
the tab for the venture.

Union County Public Information
Officer Sebastian D’Elia told The

Westfield Leader that Union County
government would advertise for bids
on the project in roughly two to three
weeks. Money from the New Jersey
Department of Transportation’s County
Aid Fund, not federal stimulus dollars,
he said, would help pay for the project.

When asked for estimates on how
much the project could cost, Mr. D’Elia
said, “County policy is to not disclose
engineering estimates prior to bid open-
ing.”

Traffic consultant Gordon Meth, who
advised Westfield during the process,
told The Leader, “generally speaking,”
that he would estimate a $200,000 per-
light charge, and that the cost for the six
modernized traffic lights – North and
South Avenues, Park and Grove Streets,

Clifton Street/Sycamore Avenue and a
pedestrian-activated signal – would be
close to $1.2 million.

“So, we’re talking, once curb work is
factored in, at least $1.5 million for
everything,” he said.

At Westfield’s last public council
meeting, before a month-long summer
recess, Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee Chairman
Mark Ciarrocca allowed The Leader to
review the final drawings of the project.
It marks the culmination of the com-
bined efforts of Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, Union County Engineer
Thomas Mineo, Mr. Ciarrocca,
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Free-
holder Chairman Al Mirabella and Mr.
Meth.

During the August 4 council meet-
ing, Mr. Ciarrocca said that, after see-
ing the drawings, he is “happy to report
that everything we have requested,
which came about through the Citizens
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee
meetings, is in it.”

The final changes will result in the
following: the addition of a pedestrian-
activated crosswalk and traffic light in
the vicinity of Central Avenue and Clo-
ver Street; the creation of cul-de-sacs
on Cambridge Road and Belmar Ter-
race; the replacement of antiquated traf-
fic lights with modernized ones that
can be sequenced – at Sycamore Av-
enue, Grove and Park Streets – and a
dedicated left-hand-turn lane and sig-
nal at the intersections of Central and
South Avenues, as well as Central and
North Avenues.

Mr. Ciarrocca said one of the goals of
the project is to “upgrade the entire
system along Central Avenue, so that
the lights can be properly timed and
traffic stays on Central. We don’t want
traffic to push off to [parallel] streets
like Carleton Road, Boulevard and
Summit Avenue.”

Mr. Mineo, through e-mail, told The
Leader that once work begins, most
likely this fall, he estimates a six- to
nine-month process until the project is
finished.

Mr. Ciarrocca diagramed, with the

Creation of Union County Court
Being Eyed to Enhance Revenues

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — In an effort to in-
crease revenues for county government,
Union County officials are considering
the creation of a county court system.

Union is one of five county police
units among the 21 counties in the state.
Bergen, Camden, Essex and Morris
also have county departments, although
Morris and Camden operate county
parks police departments.

Union County has hired a retired
Berkeley Heights Police Department
captain, Andrew Moran, to develop a
strategic plan for the county’s public
safety department. Besides a county
court system, the county is eyeing a
county-wide Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) system, shared radio ser-
vices system and/or expansion of po-
lice and fire emergency radio frequen-
cies, as well as a consolidated 9-1-1
dispatch center, possibly covering the
entire county or specific regions.

County Manager George Devanney
said in a press release earlier this month
that the strategic plan is aimed at “en-
suring high-quality service and maxi-
mum efficiency” while raising revenues.

“We don’t want to lose sight of this,”
county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia
told The Westfield Leader. “It’s revenue
on everything” that the county is look-
ing to increase. He said the location for
a county court was still “under consid-
eration.” The county’s public safety
department is located on North Avenue
in Westfield.

In addition, Mr. D’Elia said the county
was also looking to expand the accredi-
tation of the county police department
by reviewing all of its rules and proce-
dures.

“It will help with the flexibility of the
department” by providing “operational
efficiency,” as well as reducing the
department’s “risk of liability,” Mr.
D’Elia said.

The county spokesman said a county
court could be considered a “compan-
ion piece” to a recently enacted ordi-
nance whereby the county will now
collect half of all fees associated with
the towing and impounding of vehicles
towed per police request in the county.

The county’s ordinance increased the
fees for towing of disabled or im-
pounded vehicles from county roads or
property to between $150 and $450 for
towing plus another $35 to $100 for
daily storage fees for impounded ve-
hicles; the county collects half of the
storage fees when vehicles are stored

on commercial towing facility lots. The
county has left open the option to create
its own storage site for towed vehicles,
whereby the county would collect 100
percent of the storage fees. The county
must license towing companies. The
freeholders also increased those fees.

Regarding whether a county court
was being considered as part of a shared-
services agreement with towns, Mr.
D’Elia said, “Yes, we will look at ev-
erything we can do” (to help towns).

When asked where the cases that
come before a county court are cur-
rently being heard, Mr. D’Elia said,
“Many of the cases [are] likely tried in
municipal courts.” Concerning how
much revenue a county court might net
for the county, Mr. D’Elia said the
county was still “looking to project it
(revenue) out.”

Bergen County is the only county
with a county court system. According
to Bergen County spokeswoman Sheri
Hensley, the Bergen County Central
Municipal Court was created in 1997 to
save the county money. This system has
an annual budget of $940,947 and em-
ploys three judges, three prosecutors, a
public defender and a staff of 14.

Ms. Hensley said the central court
generated $4.5 million in revenue for
the county last year out of $6.7 million
collected.

When asked what types of cases the
central court hears, Ms. Hensley re-
sponded that typically, cases are from
the Bergen County police and sheriff’s

Fanwood Mayor Named
To Government Ethics Panel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Borough Mayor
Colleen Mahr has been named to
Governor Jon Corzine’s 10-member
local government ethics board. The
appointment comes a month after an
FBI sweep led to the arrests of state
legislators, mayors, council members
and rabbis on corruption charges, the
latest of corruption probes that has
led to the conviction of over 130
elected officials.

The governor created the ethics
task force on September 28, 2008,
through an executive order (no. 119),
though the task force has been left
dormant until this time. The order
states that since the current local gov-
ernment ethics laws were adopted in
1991, “there has not been a thorough
review of the efficacy of those laws,
nor any comprehensive study of the
need for amendments.”

“For the Borough of Fanwood, for
Union County, this is an honor to
serve,” Mayor Mahr said when
reached for comment on Tuesday.
“It’s an honor that I am viewed as
someone who can bring a very fair
and partial balanced approach to this
very sort of passionate conversation
that is happening up and down this
state and to try and reign in this nega-
tivity that is running ramped when it
comes to ethics or the lack of ethics
from our elected officials.”

The mayor said, “Most of the may-
ors (in New Jersey) are honest hard-
working ethical people, but there are
those that aren’t.” She said the panel
would need to try and determine “what
is the common thread that has bound
all of these corruption charges.”

“Is it the advancing of some land-
use decisions (by developers) who
think it’s going to fast track, which is
why they give the bribes? Is it the
pay-to-play reform? Is it zoning mat-
ters at the local level that need to be
taken a hard look at?” Mayor Mahr
questioned.

“The large majority of us (mayors)
do not get compensated or get very
small compensation to do this. I get a
dollar a year. I’ve made a total of six
dollars since I’ve been here. So, I am
not in it monetarily. I would never
think to put my hand out for any quid
pro quo, but the fact that others would

— that’s what we have to address,”
she said.

Also appointed were Ingrid Reed,
policy analyst at the Rutgers Eagleton
Institute of Politics, who serves as
chairwoman; William John Kearns,
Jr., a lawyer for the New Jersey League
of Municipalities; Richard Turner,
mayor of Weehawken (D); Matthew
Watkins, a member of the Public
Employment Relations Commission
(PERC); Patricia Parkin McNamara,
executive secretary of the Local Fi-
nance Board for the Department of
Community Affairs (DCA); Robert
Garrison, administrator of the New
Jersey State Laborer’s Political Ac-
tion Committee; Richard Sheola, ad-
ministrator for Long Hill Township,
Morris County; Virginia Betteridge,
mayor of Runnemede (D); Herbert
Friend, former Morris County Supe-
rior Court judge, and Stuart Tucker, a
lawyer based in Lawrenceville. The
members will not receive compensa-
tion.

“The governor put people on there
that are Republicans and Democrats,
former judges, public policy experts,
more government people than politi-
cal individuals, so I think that we
need to have a very impartial but fair
open-minded process,” Mayor Mahr
said.

The mayor said she would be fol-
lowing news coverage of the Assem-
bly Republican Policy Committee
hearings on public corruption chaired
by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), saying it was impor-
tant to engage the public on the topic.

The bipartisan task force includes
four individuals each recommended
by Senate President Dick Codey (D-
West Orange), Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-Westfield),
Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts
(D-Camden) and Assembly Minority
Leader Alex DeCroce (R-Morris).

Among the duties of the task force
are to study and make recommenda-
tions on the need for amendments to
the local government ethics laws, as
well as whether or not enforcement
responsibility should be shifted from
the Local Finance Board to a differ-
ent body solely focused on govern-
ment ethics. The task force was also
instructed to make recommendations

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Cranford Airs Development;
Announces Flood Funding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Mayor David
Robinson at Tuesday’s Township
Committee meeting announced Olé
Fire & Grill will open in the Cranford
Crossing development on South Av-
enue in the space previously occu-
pied by Cosi restaurant. Since its first
occupant opened two years ago,
Cranford Crossing has had trouble
filling the retail space on the ground
level and spots still remain unoccu-
pied. It also could not sell the condo-
miniums proposed above and
switched the housing to rental units.

He also announced a skateboard
park is planned for Hillside Avenue

off Centennial Avenue near the tennis
courts. The park will be built “at no
additional cost to the taxpayer,” he
said. Funding comes from donations.

The House of Representatives re-
cently passed a $300,000 grant to
move forward the Northeast Quad-
rant Stormwater Management Project
in the township, Deputy Mayor Mark
Smith announced.

“To our great pleasure, this fund-
ing will be coming from Washing-
ton,” he said.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) had
moved this issue in front of his peers
after hearing at a Cranford Flood Ad-
visory Committee meeting about the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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POLICE BLOTTER

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
WALKING WITH WATER...On August 15, 12 members of Scotch Plains’ Evangel
Church’s Well Youth Ministry walked from Sears to the church on Terrill Road, a
distance of two miles, carrying full jugs of water. The goal was to raise awareness
regarding the lack of clean water in many parts of Africa, and raise funds to build wells
for villages without a water source. Above, members prepare to make the trek to
illustrate the daily task Africans go through to provide water to their families.

Scotch Plains Church to Build Wells
In Africa to Help Water Crisis

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — On August 26,
12 members of the Well Youth Ministry
from the Evangel Church in Scotch Plains
will travel to Venda, South Africa, a re-
mote village approximately three hours
north of Johannesburg, to work in con-
junction with the African Oasis Project in
the construction of a clean water well.
Youth Pastor Chris Morante, Josh Burtarm
and their team of young adults have been
raising awareness and funds to help pro-
vide clean water to villages in Africa that
literally have none. Their original goal
was to raise enough money to fund the
construction of one well, but through the
generous donations from the congrega-
tion and the community, the construction
of four wells will now be possible.

The Well Ministry, whose motto is
“Dig the Well, Find a Deeper Life” had
been looking for a mission when they
learned about the African Oasis Project.
The project’s main goals include digging
wells, harvesting and storing rainwater,
educating villagers on combating drought
and training locals on well maintenance.
In villages such as Venda, women and
children are obligated to hunt for and
gather water, which can take up the ma-
jority of their day.

They walk distances as great as five
miles carrying as much as 45 gallons of
water that is barely suitable for bathing in.
According to Donald Payne, the Chair-
man for the U.S. House of Foreign Af-
fairs, “Africa is one of the most water-

impoverished regions and the lack of clean
water claims the lives of 4,900 children
every day.”

“I had been praying for an idea and the
pressing need to be about global impact
and global concern,” Pastor Morante said
regarding the Well Ministry’s decision to
make the trip. He called the mission trip a
“series of coincidences,” starting with the
group’s name and the goal of the mission.
Another coincidence happened when Pas-
tor Morante mentioned to parishioner
Romain Dublin that the trip would be to a
“tiny village called Venda” that he was
sure Mr. Dublin had never heard of. Not
only had he heard of Venda, but had spent
five years there on a mission trip several
years ago and was familiar with the people
and their customs. Mr. Dublin and his
wife, who is from South Africa, will be
accompanying the group on the mission.

On August 15, the 12 members of the
Well Ministry who will travel to Venda
walked a distance of two miles down
Terrill Road from Sears to the Evangel
Church carrying full jugs of water. Their
goal was to raise community awareness
and support by illustrating the grueling
task the woman of these villages face
daily for a resource most Americans take
for granted.

To support this cause, donations can be
sent to Pastor Morante at Evangel Church,
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. For more information, or to learn
how to help,  contact the church at (908)
322-9300 or e-mail Pastor Morante at
thewell@evangelchurch.com.

if it is to include the broader associa-
tions of those that deal with govern-
ment, such as developers – those that
are in the pay-to-play system and are
patronage of New Jersey politics – and
everyone that feeds on the system, Mr.
Bramnick said, “unfortunately, money
moves politics; one can’t run a cam-
paign if one doesn’t have money” –
and this can lead to problems. “Does a
donor to a campaign then feel he should
be first in line for, say, approvals by the
Department of Environmental (DEP)
protection? Does a pattern of voting
by a legislator develop, reflecting the
interests of donors [over that of the
public]?”

Mr. Stahl and Mr. Bramnick agreed
that the pay-to-play laws are ineffec-
tive because “wheeling is allowed.
Where it is illegal for person A to give
money to person B; however, wheel-
ing allows person A to give the money
to person C who then gives it to
person B. In effect, they just add one
more step to the money giving pro-
cess.”

Mr. Stahl said there are countless
cases around the country, both fed-
eral and state, where people were
convicted of a crime they did not
commit. Science advancement with
DNA has shown that there have been
people jailed for years for crimes
they did not commit, he said.

On how he would defend a case
where money was given in a brown
bag, Mr. Stahl acknowledged that
there are cases that are clear-cut.

Mr. Stahl pointed out that the attor-
ney general (AG) is the state prosecu-
tor appointed by the governor. All
county prosecutors, also appointed
by the governor, report to the AG. The
office has hundreds of attorneys and
the investigative arm of the AG is the
detective bureau of the state police.

Differently, the President of the
United States appoints the U.S. Attor-
ney and the investigative arm is the
FBI. New Jersey has one U.S. Attor-
ney, considered one of the most pow-
erful offices in the nation. Larger states
have more than one U.S. Attorney.

Mr. Corbin asked why the AG never
prosecutes political corruption, sug-
gesting public perception is that the
office is kept from doing this by those
in political power, and that the office
is held in low esteem in the public’s
mind by the disgrace of some past
appointees, such as Zulima Farber.

Mr. Bramnick said the AG is not
organized for prosecuting political
corruption and that it is more focused
on crime (drugs, gangs, etc.). He sug-
gested though that the current AG,
Anne Miligram, might be moving
more in that direction.

Mr. Stahl said that most political
corruption cases start with tips from
the public and that the public is more
likely to call the FBI believing that
their name can be kept out of it. The
U.S. Attorney and the FBI also hold
highly publicized press sessions dra-
matizing indictments, looking for
sound bites. The public is likely to
conclude that the person charged is
guilty before a fair trial can be given.
It can be difficult to find a jury. Most
people in the public believe that the
person is guilty and that the scope of
the charges is only the tip of the
iceberg. The press reinforces this
image of guilt, and people have  been
tainted to believe it.

He said the “federal government
has enormous resources to investi-
gate and prosecute cases… Many
defendants don’t have the money for
the legal fees to compete and may
actually plea-bargain to lesser charges
although they are not guilty.”

He pointed to misconduct by some
“out-of-control” prosecutors such as
in the Duke University case, where
eventually the only person who went
to jail was the prosecutor.

Mr. Stahl said, “There are many
elected officials in the state that start
off for the most part with the intention
of doing good for the community. The
laws and ethics are so complicated and
many gray areas exist. When the fed-
eral government sends out an informer,
the informer is given scripted phrases
in advance to be implanted on the
tapes for the purpose of developing a
case – trying to make it what the gov-
ernment wants it to be.”

Mr. Bramnick quipped, “If some-
one hands you a bag of cash, if it’s not
your mother, don’t take it. If it doesn’t
seem right, it probably isn’t.” He fur-
ther referenced a quote when some-
one is found innocent – “Now what
department do I go to, to get my
reputation back?”

Mr. Stahl asked, “With over 500
municipalities, 40 senators and 80
assembly [members], who provides
the ethics training?” More hands-on
training is needed, he said.

Mr. Bramnick concluded by say-
ing, “The message on corruption must
become clear from the top that it will
not be tolerated; federal and state
prosecutors must continue to be vigi-
lant and perhaps public financing of
elections is necessary.”

On whether or not there is a danger
that we will become a police state,
Mr. Stahl said that “politicians are
people, the public must be selective
in who they elect and political parties
must be selective in who they put up
– the laws must be clear, we have
enough laws, training is needed.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Corruption in New Jersey

Westfield Police Set DWI Checkpoints
For Aug. 21 Through Sept. 7.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Police
Department has received a $6,000 en-
forcement grant from the Division of
Highway Traffic Safety to participate in
the Over the Limit Under Arrest State-
wide Impaired Driving Crackdown.

The grant will allow the Westfield Po-
lice Department to enhance enforcement
efforts against drunk driving during the
time period of Friday, August 21, to
Monday, September 7.

Enforcement efforts will include addi-
tional patrols of officers who are specifi-
cally trained in detecting and apprehend-
ing drunk drivers, as well as establishing
Driving While Intoxicated checkpoints.
The checkpoints will be established dur-
ing this campaign period at one or more of
the following locations in Westfield: North
Avenue, South Avenue, Central Avenue,
Springfield Avenue and East Broad Street.

The National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration reports that nationally,
drunk driving fatalities accounted for 32
percent of all traffic deaths in 2008. Last
year in New Jersey, 152 people were
killed as a result of alcohol-related crashes.
That number represents 26 percent of the
590 traffic fatalities reported in the state
last year. In addition, 56 of those alcohol-
related fatalities occurred during the sum-
mer travel season.

“Many people believe that after just a
few drinks, they’re safe to drive,” said
Pam Fischer, director of the Division of
Highway Traffic Safety. “Even one drink
can impair your judgment and reaction
time, putting not only yourself, but every-
one on the road, in danger.”

The Westfield Police Department is com-
mitted to using all enforcement efforts to
reduce the rate of alcohol related fatalities
through the detection and removal of im-
paired drivers from the public roadways.

latest renderings, for The Leader how
changes would impact drivers at key
intersections.

Beginning with Central and North
Avenues, a state intersection, Mr.
Ciarrocca showed that what is cur-
rently four lanes – two southbound and
two northbound – would be changed;
upon completion, there will be three
lanes – right, straight and left – for
northbound traffic on Central Avenue
at the intersection. Clark-bound traffic
leaving town will be relegated to the
remaining single lane.

“It will enable northbound traffic on
Central to have a left-turn signal, a
right-turn-only lane and a straight lane,”
Mr. Ciarrocca said. “You can make
rights on reds and not get blocked off
[by those staying straight].”

A similar arrangement is planned for
the intersection of South and Central
Avenues; for drivers approaching the
north side of town, there will be a lane
to accommodate those making left turns
toward the train station, a single lane for
those going straight into town and the
existing right-turn lane for drivers head-
ing east toward Garwood.

Mr. Ciarrocca called the existence of
a left-turn lane and signal at Central and
South Avenues in particular “critical.”

“Right now, traffic stacks up on Cen-
tral Avenue,” he said, “and people mak-
ing a left to the train are dissuaded from
taking that route without the left signal
currently.”

Mr. McAloon also said the dedicated
left-turn at the intersection of South and
Central Avenues corrects what he
deemed a “line-of-sight issue,” which
currently plagues the intersection.

“Right now, when you’re making a
left to go westbound on South Avenue,
you can’t see the cars coming under the
railroad,” Mr. McAloon said. “Now,
after the improvements, we will line up
the turning lanes… Cars turning left
from either direction will now be facing
each other, improving the line of sight.
There’ll be no more blind turning.”

Mr. McAloon also said Mr. Meth
analyzed if, at peak hours, having one
lane for through traffic in either direc-
tion heading under the railroad over-
pass would cause traffic to bottleneck.
He concluded that “as the plan is pro-
posed, we don’t anticipate backups.”

Separately, the Central Avenue traf-
fic signal that stops northbound cars at
Cacciola Place and southbound cars at
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Central Avenue Project
Park Street will be modernized to cre-
ate a better flow. A similar arrangement
is planned for Grove Street and Central
Avenue.

Traffic should ease on Central Av-
enue, Mr. McAloon said, at the inter-
sections with Park Street and Sycamore
Avenue/ Clifton Street because of the
dedicated left-hand-turn lanes. At
present, there are two lanes in each
direction for through traffic, and cars
wishing to go straight can get stuck in
the left lane behind a vehicle turning
left. In the instance where vehicles in
both lanes wish to travel straight, at
present, there is confusion over who
yields to whom as the road slims to one
lane; this often leads to one vehicle
cutting off another.

“The plan eliminates that confusion
and ‘racing effect’ at certain intersec-
tions along Central Avenue such as
Sycamore and Park,” Mr. McAloon
said. “There will be a left-turn lane for
those turning in that direction, and those
wishing to proceed straight may bear
right.”

The committee considered lowering
the speed limit along the road, which is
25 MPH as cars approach downtown
but speeds up to 35 MPH for those
traveling towards Clark; Mr. Ciarrocca
said he believes that the new traffic
pattern would create the necessary
“breaks” in the flow of traffic.

To accommodate children crossing
Central Avenue from its east side to its
west side, where Jefferson Elementary
School is located, a traffic light will be
placed at the intersection of Cambridge
Road and Central Avenue.

Unless a pedestrian were to press a
button to use the crosswalk, the light
will remain green constantly, Mr.
McAloon told The Leader. Mr.
McAloon added that the pedestrian-
activated light would be sequenced with
the rest of the lights along the Central
Avenue corridor. “This way, it won’t
create unnecessary backups,” he said.

In meetings with the public on the
possibility of placing a light at this
juncture, those who live on the west
side of Central Avenue expressed con-
cerns about the presence of cut-through
traffic if a light were installed.

As a “compromise,” Mr. McAloon
said, Belmar Terrace and Cambridge
Road will become cul-de-sacs. This, he
said, should stop traffic from cutting
down these streets to beat red lights
when a pedestrian crosses.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the two new cul-
de-sacs are “emergency access only”
and would feature low plantings that
emergency vehicles could run over if
necessary to reach houses in the cul-de-
sacs.

“People here absolutely love it,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said, “because their street,
which used to funnel out onto Central
Avenue, is going to be a cul-de-sac...
Property values will go up. Other streets
have actually complained that they want
to be cul-de-sacs.”

When asked if the new traffic light
would deter people from taking Central
Avenue on this stretch, Mr. Ciarrocca
said, “It’s only going to be red for 30
seconds. It’s not going to discourage
people from going on Central Avenue
because [red lights] are going to be so
infrequent.”

Though the additional light and modi-
fications to the makeup of surrounding
streets will present change for the neigh-
borhood, Mr. Ciarrocca said the project
would improve flow along the stretch
and “dissuade people from taking Bou-
levard and Summit… It will be a safe
crossing [for pedestrians]. We’ve been
trying to get this done for 10 years.”

Mr. Meth said eventually, drivers
would notice less traffic on Summit and
Boulevard, but he said changes would
be “gradual.” He did believe that “once
you improve the flow on Central Av-
enue enough, people will take it.”

Besides the decorative poles that will
be used, Mr. Meth said people would
notice and appreciate the countdown
timers at all intersections, which will
function like the one at Central Avenue
and East Broad Street. He also said all
traffic signal heads will be equipped
with the latest LED technology so power
is not drained.

“There’s a lot of general improve-
ments that users at intersections will
experience,” he said.

Mr. Mineo, the county engineer, cat-
egorized the venture as a “safety-im-
provement project,” especially for pe-
destrians crossing the busy thorough-
fare. In addition, he said the project
would mitigate traffic concerns on the
road.

“There will be a communication link
between each of the traffic signals to
allow vehicles to proceed through the
corridor with minimal delay. This fea-
ture, combined with the modernization
of the signal equipment, will help alle-
viate traffic delays,” he said.

Westfield
Monday, August 10, a resident of Lin-

coln Road reported the theft of a diamond
ring, valued between $18,000 and
$20,000, from the master bedroom of her
home.

Monday, August 10, Tiquana Cabbell,
20, of Piscataway was arrested at Elm
Street and Dudley Avenue on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. She was processed and
released with summonses.

Tuesday, August 11, Sean Betts, 37, of
Linden was arrested on the 1200 block of
South Avenue, West, on an outstanding
Linden criminal warrant. He was processed
and turned over to the Linden Police De-
partment.

Tuesday, August 11, a motor vehicle
was damaged through criminal mischief
while parked on the 500 block of Rahway
Avenue. The vehicle’s rear window and
rear driver’s side window were shattered
with an axe. There also was extensive
body damage done to the vehicle with the
axe.

Wednesday, August 12, Ezell Hunter,
21, of Piscataway was arrested on an
outstanding Atlantic City criminal war-
rant for $500 after a motor vehicle stop on
the 600 block of West South Avenue. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 12, an employee
of the board of education reported that
two motor vehicles at Edison Intermedi-
ate School on Rahway Avenue, used to
transport band equipment, were defaced
with graffiti-style lettering. The value of
the damage was undetermined and there
currently are no suspects.

Wednesday, August 12, an employee of
an East Broad Street business reported that
an unknown individual or persons defaced
the side of the building with graffiti-style
lettering. The value of the damage was
undetermined.

Thursday, August 13, Stephen Betau,
22, of Scotch Plains was arrested at West
Broad Street and Hazel Avenue on an
outstanding Fanwood traffic warrant for
$81. He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, August 13, Oscar Naranjo,
29, of Westfield was arrested on the 1000
block of Central Avenue on an outstand-
ing Rahway warrant. He was processed
and released to Rahway authorities.

Friday, August 14, Thomas Mollica,
Jr., 23, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
Mountain Avenue in Mountainside on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for $400.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, August 14, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Qyshaun
Bradley, 27, of Plainfield was arrested at
South Avenue and Crossway Place on an
outstanding Springfield criminal warrant
for $1,741. Bradley was turned over to the
Springfield Police Department.

Saturday, August 15, Robert Carter,
53, of Westfield was arrested on Cacciola
Place on an outstanding Newark criminal
warrant for $500. He was processed and
released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, August 16, Jordan L. Loureiro,
19, of Springfield was arrested after re-
sponding to Westfield police headquar-
ters to satisfy an active Westfield traffic
warrant for $33. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 16, Dennis Fitzpatrick,
Jr., 29, of South Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Hort Street. A further inves-
tigation revealed he allegedly was in pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and held pending release. Fitzpatrick was
issued a summons for the marijuana pos-
session charge.

Sunday, August 16, a work van was
reported stolen from in front of a resi-
dence on the 400 block of Birch Place.
The theft, believed to have occurred be-
tween 3 p.m. on August 15 and 6 a.m. on
August 16, remains under investigation.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 11, Donald Horan,

58, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant. He was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and released.

Wednesday, August 12, a resident of
Morse Avenue reported that someone
removed his television valued at $1,500
from his residence.

Wednesday, August 12, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported being harassed by
her daughter’s friend, who repeatedly rings
her doorbell and runs away.

Thursday, August 13, Shannell Powell,
23, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant. She was transported to head-
quarters where she was processed and
released.

Thursday, August 13, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that someone
entered her vehicle while it was parked in
her driveway and removed a CD player
valued at $350.

Thursday, August 13, a resident of
Donato Circle reported that someone has
been harassing her by calling her cell
phone numerous times from an unknown
number.

Friday, August 14, Sharon Gallagher,
49, of Scotch Plains was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop for an outstand-
ing warrant. She was transported to head-
quarters where she was processed and
released.

Friday, August 14, Caitlin Barolotta,
21, of Stirling was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant. She was transported to head-
quarters where she was processed and
released.

Saturday, August 15, a business on
Terrill Road reported that someone spray
painted his garbage dumpster in an act of
criminal mischief.

Fanwood
Friday, August 14, a vehicle was left

unlocked in the 100 block of North Av-
enue and a GPS system valued at $355
was removed.

Saturday, August 15, a resident left her
vehicle unlocked in the street in the 100
block of Patterson Road and someone
removed CDs valued at $30.

Saturday, August 15, James Anderson,
40, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop in the 200 block of
South Avenue for an outstanding Newark
warrant. He was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and released.

Saturday, August 15, a resident in the

100 block of Helen Street reported that he
heard someone in his residence after he
had gone to sleep for the night. According
to police, nothing was removed and there
was no sign of forced entry.

Mountainside
Wednesday, August 12, Bruce D.

Terppe, 41, of Dayton was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail for an outstanding
warrant out of Mountainside. He was pro-
cessed and held until his court appearance
scheduled for later in the day.

Friday, August 14, Thomas J. Mollica,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop for an outstand-
ing warrant out of Westfield in the amount
of $400. He was processed and turned
over to the Westfield Police Department
at the scene.

Friday, August 14, Ronal O. Ramirez,
23, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department for an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside in
the amount of $450.

Saturday, August 15, Gary F.
Schneider, 54, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, August 15, an employee of a
Route 22 business had two tires on her
vehicle slashed and bleach poured on her
car. The location is under surveillance
and the video of the parking lot will be
reviewed in order to determine a suspect
in the case, authorities reported.

Sunday, August 16, a resident of
Knollcrest Road reported that two large
sinkholes had developed in his front yard.
According to police, the holes were ap-
proximately two feet by three feet deep
and approximately one to two feet from
the curb and located directly above a
collapsed town rainwater sewer. The
Department of Public Works (DPW) was
notified of the problem and Ron Romak
from the DPW stated that the department
was aware of the problem and would
address it.

Monday, August 17, a resident of Sunny
View Road reported that someone broke
his front light post by knocking the light
off the post sometime overnight.

on how to implement a training and
compliance program for local gov-
ernment ethics.

“We’re excited that after input from
the Legislature, and various local of-
ficials that a qualified panel is finally
ready to get under way,” a spokesman
for the governor said.

Senator Kean and other Republi-
cans including GOP Gubernatorial
candidate Chris Christie, however,
have been critical of the governor for
not appointing the task force earlier.

“Sadly, it took the indictment of
another 44 people for Governor
Corzine to move forward with one
piece of the ethics reform New Jersey
needs,” Mr. Kean said in a statement.
“The long suffering citizens of New
Jersey can only hope the governor
will put partisan politics aside and
call a special legislative session to
close the remaining ethical loopholes
that help foster corruption.”

The task force will issue a report to
the governor within 10 months.
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losses to homeowners caused by
flooding problems in the area due to
the Rahway River. In a report on
NJ.com dated May 30, 2009, Town-
ship Engineer Rick Marsden said an
additional $20 million is needed to
complete the project, which has al-
ready exhausted a $9.2-million bond.

Republican committee members
Mr. Smith and Mark Dugan both ad-
dressed letters-to-the-editor written
by Democratic committee member
Daniel Aschenbach, also a former
mayor of Cranford, and published in
the Cranford Chronicle.

Mr. Smith called Mr. Aschenbach’s
comments “malicious” and “close to
libel.”

In the letter, Mr. Aschenbach writes,
“Mr. Robinson and the Republican
Chairman [Phil] Morin tried to use
political influence to ram through the
Woodmont project to benefit the
owner of the property who so hap-
pened to be a Republican candidate
for U.S. Senate.”

The Woodmont project is a stalled
development on Birchwood Avenue
near the conservation center and
Verizon building on Orange Avenue.
Developer S. Hekemian Group re-
cently applied to rezone the area to
build residential units, of which a part
would comply with Council on Af-
fordable Housing (COAH), and a
parking deck. He was denied and
filed a Builder’s Remedy lawsuit, the
second such lawsuit the township has
been issued.

Two years ago, another developer
had proposed townhomes for persons
55 and over, geared to the more
wealthy — and citizens opposed the
development then.

Mr. Smith backed Mr. Robinson
saying he “never used political influ-
ence to ram through the project.” He
called the letter a “self-serving un-
truth.”

Also in the letter Mr. Aschenbach
writes, “The Republican majority on
the Township Committee seems to
have now settled on the conclusion
that more density is OK. If their plans
are approved, they will have given a
green light to almost 250 new hous-
ing units on two sites in proximity of
each other.”

“Mr. Aschenbach blames everyone
but himself for the failure for afford-
able housing,” Mr. Smith said, refer-
ring to prior years when Mr.
Aschenbach was on the committee
and failed to certify the town for
(COAH).

“That’s enough,” Mr. Aschenbach
responded. “I don’t believe” the resi-
dents want the density plan proposed
to accommodate the COAH obliga-
tion. I don’t care about COAH,” he
said.

“You have to care about COAH.
It’s the law,” Mayor Robinson re-
sponded. “Ignoring it has gotten us
into this mess.”

Mr. Aschenbach denied that retort.
He also said the Riverfront Devel-

opment project approved last year
and to be heard by the planning board
August 19 is another high-density
project the committee has allowed
when residents are opposed. The
Riverfront Development is drafted
for South Avenue East, Chestnut
Street and High Street, just blocks
from Cranford Crossing. The design
is a three-story mixed-use conjoined
building to contain 90 condomini-
ums, as well as 16 apartments desig-
nated for COAH, medical offices,
business, restaurants and retail space.

Mr. Dugan said, “I do not in any
way support higher density in the
town.”
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departments, prosecutor’s office,
weights and measures, the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey and
health services. State legislation was
signed into law in 1996 to establish the
central court, although Bergen County
has had  a county court for over 45
years.

“It was formerly Bergen County Dis-
trict Court and then Superior Court
Special Civil Part (Traffic and Criminal
Divisions). During the state takeover
(of the superior court benches) in 1995,
the court was disbanded. In June 1997,
it was re-established as the Central
Municipal Court,” she said in an e-mail
to The Leader.

Overall, Bergen County’s budget is
$480 million, with a tax levy of $339.5
million, compared to Union County’s
spending plan of $442.5 million and
county tax of $265 million. Bergen
County has 70 municipalities, with a
population of 900,000, compared to
Union County, which has 21 towns and
a population of 524,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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New Charge Levied
In Accident Case
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A Westfield resident
charged with driving while intoxicated
after striking a pedestrian in a North Av-
enue crosswalk August 5 now faces an
additional charge and possible jail time,
according to police.

Westfield Police Captain David
Wayman told The Westfield Leader that
Leslie Boughner, 55, also has been
charged with aggravated assault with a
motor vehicle causing bodily injury. He
said she had surrendered yesterday morn-
ing, accompanied by her attorney, and
was released on $20,000 bail.

Additionally, because the incident oc-
curred in a school zone, Boughner could
be sentenced to jail if found guilty, ac-
cording to Captain Wayman.

Boughner was driving a 2005 Ford
Taurus eastbound on North Avenue when
she struck Gina Marotta, 25, of Clark
shortly after noon as the victim crossed
the street in front of the Lord & Taylor
department store in the 600 block.

Ms. Marotta sustained a broken arm,
broken leg and a head injury in the acci-
dent. She was treated for her injuries at
University Hospital in Newark and re-
leased. Boughner was not injured.
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WALKING WITH WATER...On August 15, 12 members of the Evangel Church’s Well Youth Ministry walked from Sears
to the church on Terrill Road, a distance of two miles, carrying full jugs of water. The goal was to raise awareness regarding
the lack of clean water in many parts of Africa, and raise funds in order to build wells for villages without a water source.
Above, members get ready to make the trek to illustrate to the community the daily task these women go through to provide
water to their families.

SP Church to Build Wells
In Africa to Help Water Crisis

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On August
26, 12 members of the Well Youth
Ministry from the Evangel Church in
Scotch Plains will travel to Venda,
South Africa, a remote village ap-
proximately three hours north of
Johannesburg, to work in conjunc-
tion with the African Oasis Project in
the construction of a clean water well.
Youth Pastor Chris Morante, Josh
Burtarm and their team of young
adults have been raising awareness
and funds to help provide clean water
to villages in Africa that literally have
none. Their original goal was to raise
enough money to fund the construc-
tion of one well, but through the gen-
erous donations from the congrega-
tion and the community, the con-
struction of four wells will now be
possible.

The Well Ministry, whose motto is
“Dig the Well, Find a Deeper Life”
had been looking for a mission when
they learned about the African Oasis
Project. The project’s main goals in-
clude digging wells, harvesting and
storing rainwater, educating villag-
ers on combating drought and train-
ing locals on well maintenance. In
villages such as Venda, women and
children are obligated to hunt for and
gather water, which can take up the
majority of their day.

They walk distances as great as
five miles carrying as much as 45
gallons of water that is barely suit-
able for bathing in. According to
Donald Payne, the Chairman for the
U.S. House of Foreign Affairs, “Af-
rica is one of the most water-impov-

erished regions and the lack of clean
water claims the lives of 4,900 chil-
dren every day.”

“I had been praying for an idea and
the pressing need to be about global
impact and global concern,” Pastor
Morante said regarding the Well
Ministry’s decision to make the trip.
He called the mission trip a “series of
coincidences,” starting with the
group’s name and the goal of the
mission. Another coincidence hap-
pened when Pastor Morante men-
tioned to parishioner Romain Dublin
that the trip would be to a “tiny vil-
lage called Venda” that he was sure
Mr. Dublin had never heard of. Not
only had he heard of Venda, but had
spent five years there on a mission
trip several years ago and was famil-
iar with the people and their customs.
Mr. Dublin and his wife, who is from
South Africa, will be accompanying
the group on the mission.

On August 15, the 12 members of
the Well Ministry who will travel to
Venda walked a distance of two miles
down Terrill Road from Sears to the
Evangel Church carrying full jugs of
water. Their goal was to raise com-
munity awareness and support by il-
lustrating the grueling task the woman
of these villages face daily for a re-
source most Americans take for
granted.

To support this cause, donations
can be sent to Pastor Morante at Evan-
gel Church, 1251 Terrill Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076. For more infor-
mation, or to learn to help, contact the
church at (908) 322-9300 or e-mail
Pastor Morante at
thewell@evangelchurch.com.

Dealing With Corruption
In New Jersey Discussed

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Asm. Jon Bramnick
and Attorney Robert Stahl provided an
interview on Wednesday, August 12,
with Horace Corbin, publisher of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, on the subject of “Deal-
ing With Corruption in New Jersey.”
The 40-minute video is available online
at goleader.com.

Asm. Bramnick (R-21) is the As-
sembly Minority Whip and represents
200,000 people across 16 towns, in-
cluding Westfield, in the state.

Mr. Stahl is a former U.S. Prosecutor
and is now an attorney defending cli-
ents accused of white-collar crime in
areas such as political corruption and
fraud. He was recently brought on to
defend the 87-year-old Rabbi Saul
Kassin of Brooklyn who was caught up
in last month’s FBI sweep of 44 corrupt
officials in New Jersey. He was unable
to comment on that matter.

Mr. Bramnick said the Assembly
Republican Policy Committee is hold-
ing hearings in Trenton (which started
Monday) because the “archaic rules of
the legislature do not permit public
input or debate on broad issues facing
the government.” Even on the floor of
the Assembly, a legislator can only
discuss the specific bill being presented.
“So, the very strong interest of the
legislature is not to have broad, public
discussion — we never even had a
debate on property taxes,” said Mr.
Bramnick.

He said these hearings would pro-
vide an open discussion on corruption
with public input, which has never oc-
curred. The hearing’s goal is to expose
the cause of public corruption and draft
legislation to prevent it.

When asked if television news sta-

tions would televise the hearings, Mr.
Bramnick said it is unlikely that NJN or
News12 will televise the hearings, al-
though he would welcome it.

Mr. Bramnick acknowledged that
corruption has been “highly editorial-
ized in the press.” He agreed that it
might be the result of “greed, avarice
and a system arranged to permit it.” He
noted though, “We’re not going back to
ground zero because in fact it has never
been discussed at all by the legislature.
It’s been just press releases back and
forth between the two parties.”

Mr. Corbin asked Mr. Stahl to re-
spond to the public’s perception of New
Jersey as being the most corrupt state in
the country. Mr. Stahl said that a recent
study suggests that New Jersey may
actually rate seventh in the nation in
corruption. Three of the last five Gov-
ernors of Illinois are in prison for ex-
ample. Mr. Bramnick added that the
TV show “Sopranos” might add to the
public’s negative perception of New
Jersey.

Mr. Bramnick said, “Those that are
guilty [of public corruption] may have
developed a sense of empowerment;
egos start to grow and they are treated
like royalty.” He said they develop a
feeling that “no one can touch you.”
Still, he noted that the question remains
– “Just because you’re charged with a
crime, should you give up your office?”

Mr. Corbin asked if the hearings
were solely on corrupt politicians or if
it is to include the broader associations
of those that deal with government,
such as developers – those that are in
the Pay-to-Play system and are patron-
age of New Jersey politics – and every-
one that feeds on the system? Mr.
Bramnick said, “unfortunately money
moves politics; one can’t run a cam-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CORRUPTION CRACKDOWN...Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21), center, and Attor-
ney Robert Stahl, right, are interviewed by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Publisher Horace Corbin last Wednesday in the newspaper’s Westfield office on
the state’s efforts to deal with government corruption. The video is on goleader.com.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHEN CARS WERE LOVED...Owners display their passion for vintage auto-
mobiles in Fanwood two weeks ago. These restored masterpieces are spared from
the federal government ‘Clunker’ program.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOYAL AND AFFECTIONATE...Two beautiful huskies wait patiently while
their owner sorts through the corn. The dogs also gently welcomed attention from
passersby at the Farmers Market in Scotch Plains last Saturday.

SP To Install Sanitary Sewer Line
On Clarkes Ln. to Replace Septics

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials plan to meet with residents
of Clarkes Lane to discuss the pro-
posed installation on that street of a
sanitary sewer line to replace the sep-
tic system presently serving those
homes.

Earlier this year, the township
sent a letter to eight households to
gauge their interest in having their
homes tied in to the sanitary sewer
line, and all but one family re-
sponded affirmatively. In a memo-
randum in April, Township Zoning
Officer Bob LaCosta, citing the
“failing septic systems” on Clarkes
Lane that are in “urgent need of
repair and/or replacement,” recom-
mended that the project go forward
despite not having 100 percent
agreement from the residents.
Unanimous backing has been the
informal norm on projects such as
this since the homeowners pay for
the installation via a special assess-
ment on their homes that can then
be repaid over a 10-year period.

At last week’s township council
conference meeting, the council was
similarly told by Assistant Township
Engineer Joseph Timko that the
street’s septic systems, some of which
are more than 40 years old, are “fail-
ing.” He described the tie-in to the

sanitary sewer line as a “pretty
straightforward project” involving a
gravity-based system and pump lead-
ing wastewater in the direction of
Clarkes Lane’s intersection with
Rahway Road.

Consulting Engineer Edward
Gottko, citing flooding concerns, said
that if the septic systems fail and
disgorge into the nearby flood zone,
the township would have “major head-
aches.”

Before formally signing off on the
project, Mayor Nancy Malool first
said she wanted to send a letter to the
family that did not favor a sewer tie-

in so they would have “an opportu-
nity to speak about their concerns
with the council first.” But Township
Attorney Brian Levine instead rec-
ommended that Township Manager
Christopher Marion and the
township’s professional staff meet
with all Clarkes Lane residents so
that the project can be fully described
and all questions and concerns can be
addressed.

He added that, under state statute,
the household in opposition would be
connected to the sewer regardless of
whether or not they change their po-
sition.

County Court System Is
Eyed to Enhance Revenues

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — In an effort to
increase revenues for county govern-
ment, Union County officials are con-
sidering the creation of a county court
system.

Union is one of five county police
units among the 21 counties in the
state. Bergen, Camden, Essex and
Morris also have county departments,
although Morris and Camden operate
county parks police departments.

Union County has hired a retired
Berkeley Heights Police Department
captain, Andrew Moran, to develop a
strategic plan for the county’s public
safety department. Besides a county
court system, the county is eyeing a
county-wide Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) system, shared radio ser-
vices system and/or expansion of po-
lice and fire emergency radio frequen-
cies, as well as a consolidated 9-1-1
dispatch center, possibly covering the
entire county or specific regions.

County Manager George Devanney
said in a press release earlier this month
that the strategic plan is aimed at “en-
suring high-quality service and maxi-
mum efficiency” while raising revenues.

“We don’t want to lose sight of
this,” county spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “It’s revenue on ev-

erything” that the county is looking
to increase. He said the location for a
county court was still “under consid-
eration.” The county’s public safety
department is located on North Av-
enue in Westfield.

In addition, Mr. D’Elia said the
county was also looking to expand
the accreditation of the county police
department by reviewing all of its
rules and procedures.

“It will help with the flexibility of
the department” by providing “op-
erational efficiency,” as well as re-
ducing the department’s “risk of li-
ability,” Mr. D’Elia said.

The county spokesman said a
county court could be considered a
“companion piece” to a recently en-
acted ordinance whereby the county
will now collect half of all fees asso-
ciated with the towing and impound-
ing of vehicles towed per police re-
quest in the county.

The county’s ordinance increased
the fees for towing of disabled or im-
pounded vehicles from county roads
or property to between $150 and $450
for towing plus another $35 to $100
for daily storage fees for impounded
vehicles; the county collects half of
the storage fees when vehicles are
stored on commercial towing facility
lots. The county has left open the
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Governor Names Colleen Mahr
To Local Government Ethics Panel

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Borough Mayor Col-
leen Mahr has been named to Governor
Jon Corzine’s 10-member local gov-
ernment ethics board. The appointment
comes a month after an FBI sweep led
to the arrests of state legislators, may-
ors, council members and rabbis on
corruption charges, the latest of corrup-
tion probes that has led to the convic-
tion of over 130 elected officials.

The governor created the ethics task
force on September 28, 2008, through
an executive order (no. 119), though
the task force has been left dormant
until this time. The order states that

since the current local government eth-
ics laws were adopted in 1991, “there
has not been a thorough review of the
efficacy of those laws, nor any compre-
hensive study of the need for amend-
ments.”

“For the Borough of Fanwood, for
Union County, this is an honor to serve,”
Mayor Mahr said when reached for
comment on Tuesday. “It’s an honor
that I am viewed as someone who can
bring a very fair and partial balanced
approach to this very sort of passionate
conversation that is happening up and
down this state and to try and reign in
this negativity that is running ramped
when it comes to ethics or the lack of

ethics from our elected officials.”
The mayor said, “Most of the mayors

(in New Jersey) are honest hard-work-
ing ethical people, but there are those
that aren’t.” She said the panel would
need to try and determine “what is the
common thread that has bound all of
these corruption charges.”

“Is it the advancing of some land-use
decisions (by developers) who think
it’s going to fast track, which is why
they give the bribes? Is it the pay-to-
play reform? Is it zoning matters at the
local level that need to be taken a hard
look at?” Mayor Mahr questioned.

“The large majority of us (mayors)
do not get compensated or get very
small compensation to do this. I get a
dollar a year. I’ve made a total of six
dollars since I’ve been here. So, I am
not in it monetarily. I would never think
to put my hand out for any quid pro quo,
but the fact that others would — that’s
what we have to address,” she said.

Also appointed were Ingrid Reed,
policy analyst at the Rutgers Eagleton
Institute of Politics, who serves as chair-
woman; William John Kearns, Jr., a
lawyer for the New Jersey League of
Municipalities; Richard Turner, mayor
of Weehawken (D); Matthew Watkins,
a member of the Public Employment
Relations Commission (PERC);
Patricia Parkin McNamara, executive
secretary of the Local Finance Board
for the Department of Community Af-
fairs (DCA); Robert Garrison, admin-
istrator of the New Jersey State
Laborer’s Political Action Committee;
Richard Sheola, administrator for Long
Hill Township, Morris County; Vir-
ginia Betteridge, mayor of Runnemede
(D); Herbert Friend, former Morris
County Superior Court judge, and Stuart
Tucker, a lawyer based in
Lawrenceville. The members will not
receive compensation.

“The governor put people on there
that are Republicans and Democrats,
former judges, public policy experts,
more government people than political
individuals, so I think that we need to
have a very impartial but fair open-
minded process,” Mayor Mahr said.

The mayor said she would be follow-
ing news coverage of the Assembly
Republican Policy Committee hearings
on public corruption chaired by As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), saying it was important to
engage the public on the topic.

The bipartisan task force includes
four individuals each recommended by
Senate President Dick Codey (D-West
Orange), Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-Westfield), Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts (D-Camden)
and Assembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-Morris).

Among the duties of the task force
are to study and make recommenda-
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paign if one doesn’t have money” – and
this can lead to problems. “Does a
donor to a campaign then feel he should
be first in line for, say, approvals by the
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion? Does a pattern of voting by a
legislator develop, reflecting the inter-
ests of donors [over the interests of the
general public]?”

Mr. Stahl and Mr. Bramnick agreed
that the Pay-to-Play laws are ineffec-
tive because “wheeling is allowed.
Where it is illegal for person A to give
money to person B; however, wheeling
allows person A to give the money to
person C who then gives it to person B.
In effect, they just add one more step to
the money giving process.”

Mr. Stahl said there are countless
cases around the country, both federal
and state, where people were convicted
of a crime they did not commit. Science
advancement with DNA has shown
that there have been people jailed for
years for crimes they did not commit,
he said.

On how he would defend a case
where money was given in a brown
bag, Mr. Stahl acknowledged that there
are cases that are clear-cut.

Mr. Stahl pointed out that the Attor-
ney General (AG) is the state prosecu-
tor appointed by the governor. All county
prosecutors, also appointed by the gov-
ernor, report to the AG. The office has
hundreds of attorneys and the investi-
gative arm of the AG is the detective
bureau of the state police.

Differently, the President of the
United States appoints the U.S. Attor-
ney and the investigative arm is the FBI.
New Jersey has one U.S. Attorney, con-
sidered one of the most powerful of-
fices in the nation. Larger states have
more than one U.S. Attorney.

Mr. Corbin asked why the AG never
prosecutes political corruption, suggest-
ing public perception is that the office is
kept from doing this by those in politi-
cal power, and that the office is held in
low esteem in the public’s mind by the
disgrace of some past appointees, such
as Zulima Farber.

Mr. Bramnick said the AG is not
organized for prosecuting political cor-
ruption and that it is more focused on
crime (drugs, gangs, etc.). He suggested
though that the current AG, Anne Mil-
ligram, might be moving more in that
direction.

Mr. Stahl said that most political
corruption cases start with tips from the
public and that the public is more likely
to call the FBI believing that their name

can be kept out of it. The U.S. Attorney
and the FBI also hold highly publicized
press sessions dramatizing indictments,
looking for sound bites. The public is
likely to conclude that the person
charged is guilty before a fair trial can
be given. It can be difficult to find a jury.
Most people in the public believe that
the person is guilty and that the scope of
the charges is only the tip of the iceberg.
The press reinforces this image of guilt,
and we have now tainted people to
believe it.

He said the “federal government has
enormous resources to investigate and
prosecute cases… Many defendants
don’t have the money for the legal fees
to compete and may actually plea-bar-
gain to lesser charges although they are
not guilty.”

He pointed to misconduct by some
“out-of-control” prosecutors such as in
the Duke case, where eventually the
only person who went to jail was the
prosecutor.

Mr. Stahl said, “There are many
elected officials in the state that start off
for the most part with the intention of
doing good for the community. The
laws and ethics are so complicated and
many gray areas exist. When the fed-
eral government sends out an informer,
the informer is given scripted phrases
in advance to be implanted on the tapes
for the purpose of developing a case –
trying to make it what the government
wants it to be.”

Mr. Bramnick quipped, “If someone
hands you a bag of cash, if it’s not your
mother, don’t take it. If it doesn’t seem
right, it probably isn’t.” He further ref-
erenced a quote when someone is found
innocent – “Now what department do I
go to, to get my reputation back?”

Mr. Stahl asked, “With over 500
municipalities, 40 senators and 80 as-
semblymen, who provides the ethics
training?” More hands-on training is
needed, he said.

Mr. Bramnick concluded by saying,
“The message on corruption must be-
come clear from the top that it will not
be tolerated; federal and state prosecu-
tors must continue to be vigilant and
perhaps public financing of elections is
necessary.”

On whether or not there is a danger
that we will become a police state, Mr.
Stahl said that “politicians are people,
the public must be selective in who they
elect and political parties must be selec-
tive in who they put up – the laws must
be clear, we have enough laws, training
is need.”
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Westfield Police Set DWI
Checkpoints Aug. 21-Sept. 7.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Police
Department has received a $6,000 en-
forcement grant from the Division of
Highway Traffic Safety to participate in
the Over the Limit Under Arrest State-
wide Impaired Driving Crackdown.

The grant will allow the Westfield Po-
lice Department to enhance enforcement
efforts against drunk driving during the
time period of Friday, August 21, to
Monday, September 7.

Enforcement efforts will include addi-
tional patrols of officers who are specifi-
cally trained in detecting and apprehend-
ing drunk drivers, as well as establishing
Driving While Intoxicated checkpoints.
The checkpoints will be established dur-
ing this campaign period at one or more of
the following locations in Westfield: North
Avenue, South Avenue, Central Avenue,
Springfield Avenue and East Broad Street.

The National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration reports that nationally,
drunk driving fatalities accounted for 32
percent of all traffic deaths in 2008. Last
year in New Jersey, 152 people were
killed as a result of alcohol-related crashes.
That number represents 26 percent of the
590 traffic fatalities reported in the state
last year. In addition, 56 of those alcohol-
related fatalities occurred during the sum-
mer travel season.

“Many people believe that after just a
few drinks, they’re safe to drive,” said
Pam Fischer, director of the Division of
Highway Traffic Safety. “Even one drink
can impair your judgment and reaction
time, putting not only yourself, but every-
one on the road, in danger.”

The Westfield Police Department is com-
mitted to using all enforcement efforts to
reduce the rate of alcohol related fatalities
through the detection and removal of im-
paired drivers from the public roadways.

Gene Janotti for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RELAXED AMIGOS...Three friends enjoy each other’s company downtown last
week in Westfield during the weekly Jazz Night performances.

A ROYAL VISIT AT THE WSW…Ashley Shaffer, Miss New Jersey 2009, visits
students at the Westfield Summer Workshop (WSW) on its closing day, July 31.
An opera singer, Ms. Shaffer performed for the students at their “Happening”
show and visited with the children in several classes. Pictured is Miss New Jersey,
center, holding crown, with cast members from the WSW Summer Stage Theater
production of Little Shop of Horrors.

option to create its own storage site for
towed vehicles, whereby the county
would collect 100 percent of the stor-
age fees. The county must license tow-
ing companies. The freeholders also
increased those fees.

Regarding whether or not a county
court was being considered as part of a
shared-services agreement with towns,
Mr. D’Elia said, “Yes, we will look at
everything we can do” (to help towns).

When asked where the cases that
come before a county court are cur-
rently being heard, Mr. D’Elia said,
“Many of the cases [are] likely tried
in municipal courts.” When asked
how much revenue a county court
might net for the county, Mr. D’Elia
said the county was still “looking to
project it (revenue) out.”

Bergen County is the only county
with a county court system. Accord-
ing to Bergen County spokeswoman
Sheri Hensley, the Bergen County
Central Municipal Court was created
in 1997 to save the county money.
This system has an annual budget of
$940,947 and employs three judges,
three prosecutors, a public defender
and a staff of 14.

Ms. Hensley said the central court
generated $4.5 million in revenue for
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County Court Proposed
the county last year out of $6.7 mil-
lion collected.

When asked what types of cases
the central court hears, Ms. Hensley
responded that typically, cases are
from the Bergen County police and
sheriff’s departments, prosecutor’s
office, weights and measures, the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey and health services. State legisla-
tion was signed into law in 1996 to
establish a central court, although
Bergen County has had a county court
for over 45 years.

“It was formerly Bergen County
District Court and then Superior Court
Special Civil Part (Traffic and Crimi-
nal Divisions). During the state take-
over (of the superior court benches)
in 1995, the court was disbanded. In
June 1997, it was re-established as
the Central Municipal Court,” she
said in an e-mail to The Leader.

Overall, Bergen County’s budget is
$480 million, with a tax levy of $339.5
million, compared to Union County’s
spending plan of $442.5 million and
county tax of $265 million. Bergen
County has 70 municipalities, with a
population of 900,000, compared to
Union County, which has 21 towns
and a population of 524,000.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 11, Donald Horan,

58, of Westfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant. He was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Wednesday, August 12, a resident of
Morse Avenue reported that someone
removed his television valued at $1,500
from his residence.

Wednesday, August 12, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported being harassed
by her daughter’s friend, who repeat-
edly rings her doorbell and runs away.

Thursday, August 13, Shannell
Powell, 23, of Newark was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for an out-
standing warrant. She was transported
to headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Thursday, August 13, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that someone
entered her vehicle while it was parked
in her driveway and removed a CD player
valued at $350.

Thursday, August 13, a resident of
Donato Circle reported that someone
has been harassing her by calling her
cell phone numerous times from an un-
known number.

Friday, August 14, Sharon Gallagher,
49, of Scotch Plains was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for an out-
standing warrant. She was transported
to headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Friday, August 14, Caitlin Barolotta,
21, of Stirling was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant. She was transported to head-
quarters where she was processed and
released.

Saturday, August 15, a business on
Terrill Road reported that someone spray
painted his garbage dumpster in an act
of criminal mischief.

Fanwood
Friday, August 14, a vehicle was left

unlocked in the 100 block of North
Avenue and a GPS system valued at
$355 was removed.

Saturday, August 15, a resident left
her vehicle unlocked in the street in the
100 block of Patterson Road and some-
one removed CDs valued at $30.

Saturday, August 15, James Ander-
son, 40, of Westfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop in the 200
block of South Avenue for an outstand-
ing Newark warrant. He was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Saturday, August 15, a resident in the
100 block of Helen Street reported that
he heard someone in his residence after
he had gone to sleep for the night. Ac-
cording to police, nothing was removed
and there was no sign of forced entry.

Mountainside
Wednesday, August 12, Bruce D.

Terppe, 41, of Dayton was arrested at
the Middlesex County jail for an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside.
He was processed and held until his
court appearance scheduled for later in
the day.

Friday, August 14, Thomas J. Mollica,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for an out-
standing warrant out of Westfield in the
amount of $400. He was processed and
turned over to the Westfield Police De-
partment at the scene.

Friday, August 14, Ronal O. Ramirez,
23, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department for an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside in
the amount of $450.

Saturday, August 15, Gary F.
Schneider, 54, of Plainfield was arrested

following a motor vehicle stop and
charged with driving with a suspended
license. He was processed and released.

Saturday, August 15, an employee of
a Route 22 business had two tires on her
vehicle slashed and bleach poured on
her car. The location is under surveil-
lance and the video of the parking lot
will be reviewed in order to determine a
suspect in the case, authorities reported.

Sunday, August 16, a resident of
Knollcrest Road reported that two large
sinkholes had developed in his front
yard. According to police, the holes
were approximately two feet by three
feet deep and approximately one to two
feet from the curb and located directly
above a collapsed town rainwater sewer.
The Department of Public Works (DPW)
was notified of the problem and Ron
Romak from the DPW stated that the
department was aware of the problem
and would address it.

Monday, August 17, a resident of
Sunny View Road reported that some-
one broke his front light post by knock-
ing the light off the post sometime over-
night.

Westfield
Monday, August 10, a resident of

Lincoln Road reported the theft of a
diamond ring, valued between $18,000
and $20,000, from the master bedroom
of her home.

Monday, August 10, Tiquana Cabbell,
20, of Piscataway was arrested at Elm
Street and Dudley Avenue on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. She was processed
and released with summonses.

Tuesday, August 11, Sean Betts, 37,
of Linden was arrested on the 1200
block of South Avenue, West, on an
outstanding Linden criminal warrant.
He was processed and turned over to the
Linden Police Department.

Tuesday, August 11, a motor vehicle
was damaged through criminal mischief
while parked on the 500 block of Rahway
Avenue. The vehicle’s rear window and
rear driver’s side window were shat-
tered with an axe. There also was exten-
sive body damage done to the vehicle
with the axe.

Wednesday, August 12, Ezell Hunter,
21, of Piscataway was arrested on an
outstanding Atlantic City criminal war-
rant for $500 after a motor vehicle stop
on the 600 block of West South Avenue.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 12, an employee
of the board of education reported that
two motor vehicles at Edison Intermedi-
ate School on Rahway Avenue, used to
transport band equipment, were defaced
with graffiti-style lettering. The value of
the damage was undetermined and there
currently are no suspects.

Wednesday, August 12, an employee
of an East Broad Street business re-
ported that an unknown individual or
persons defaced the side of the building
with graffiti-style lettering. The value of
the damage was undetermined.

Thursday, August 13, Stephen Betau,
22, of Scotch Plains was arrested at West
Broad Street and Hazel Avenue on an
outstanding Fanwood traffic warrant for
$81. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, August 13, Oscar Naranjo,
29, of Westfield was arrested on the
1000 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding Rahway warrant. He was
processed and released to Rahway au-
thorities.

Friday, August 14, Thomas Mollica,
Jr., 23, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
Mountain Avenue in Mountainside on
an outstanding Westfield warrant for
$400. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, August 14, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Qyshaun
Bradley, 27, of Plainfield was arrested at
South Avenue and Crossway Place on an
outstanding Springfield criminal war-
rant for $1,741. Bradley was turned over
to the Springfield Police Department.

Saturday, August 15, Robert Carter,
53, of Westfield was arrested on Cacciola
Place on an outstanding Newark crimi-
nal warrant for $500. He was processed
and released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, August 16, Jordan L.
Loureiro, 19, of Springfield was arrested
after responding to Westfield police
headquarters to satisfy an active
Westfield traffic warrant for $33. She
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Sunday, August 16, Dennis
Fitzpatrick, Jr., 29, of South Plainfield
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Hort Street. A
further investigation revealed he alleg-
edly was in possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and held pending
release. Fitzpatrick was issued a sum-
mons for the marijuana possession
charge.

Sunday, August 16, a work van was
reported stolen from in front of a resi-
dence on the 400 block of Birch Place.
The theft, believed to have occurred
between 3 p.m. on August 15 and 6 a.m.
on August 16, remains under investiga-
tion.

County Prepares to Bid
Out Central Avenue Project

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Cen-
tral Avenue corridor project, which
seeks to improve traffic flow and
safety along the county roadway, will
go out to bid by the end of August.
The project calls for the implementa-
tion of modernized traffic-control
devices and the reconfiguration of
several intersections on Central Av-
enue, from the Clark border through
to North Avenue in Westfield.

The project, which has taken years
to gain traction, is under the jurisdic-
tion of Union County, which will
pick up the tab for the venture. Traffic
consultant Gordon Meth, who ad-
vised Westfield during the process,
estimated that the project would cost
at minimum $1.5 million.

Union County Public Information
Officer Sebastian D’Elia told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
Union County government would ad-
vertise for bids on the project in
roughly two to three weeks.

At Westfield’s last public council
meeting, August 4, before a month-
long summer recess, Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee Chairman Mark Ciarrocca allowed
The Times to review the final draw-
ings of the project. It marks the cul-
mination of the combined efforts of
Town Engineer Kris McAloon, Union
County Engineer Thomas Mineo, Mr.
Ciarrocca, Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella and Mr. Meth.

The final changes will result in the
following: the addition of a pedestrian-
activated crosswalk and traffic light in
the vicinity of Central Avenue and Clo-
ver Street; the creation of cul-de-sacs
on Cambridge Road and Belmar Ter-
race; the replacement of antiquated traf-
fic lights with modernized ones that
can be sequenced – at Sycamore Av-
enue, Grove and Park Streets – and a
dedicated left-hand-turn lane and sig-
nal at the intersections of Central and
South Avenues, as well as Central and
North Avenues.

Mr. Ciarrocca said one of the goals of
the project is to “upgrade the entire
system along Central Avenue, so that
the lights can be properly timed and
traffic stays on Central. We don’t want
traffic to push off to [parallel] streets
like Carleton Road, Boulevard and
Summit Avenue.”

Mr. Mineo, through e-mail, told The
Times that once work begins, most likely
this fall, he estimates a six- to nine-
month process until the project is fin-
ished.

Mr. Ciarrocca diagramed, with the
latest renderings, for The Times how
changes would impact drivers at key
intersections.

Beginning with Central and North
Avenues, a state intersection, Mr.
Ciarrocca showed that what is cur-
rently four lanes – two southbound and
two northbound – would be changed;
upon completion, there will be three
lanes – right, straight and left – for
northbound traffic on Central Avenue
at the intersection. Clark-bound traffic
leaving town will be relegated to the
remaining single lane.

A similar arrangement is planned for
the intersection of South and Central
Avenues; for drivers approaching the

north side of town, there will be a lane
to accommodate those making left turns
toward the train station, a single lane for
those going straight into town and the
existing right-turn lane for drivers head-
ing east toward Garwood.

“Right now, traffic stacks up on
Central Avenue,” Mr. Ciarrocca said,
“and people making a left to the train
are dissuaded from taking that route
without the left signal currently.”

To accommodate children crossing
Central Avenue from its east side to its
west side, where Jefferson Elemen-
tary School is located, a traffic light
will be placed at the intersection of
Cambridge Road and Central Avenue.

Unless a pedestrian were to press a
button to use the crosswalk, the light
will remain green constantly, Mr.
McAloon told The Times. Mr.
McAloon added that the pedestrian-
activated light would be sequenced
with the rest of the lights along the
Central Avenue corridor. “This way, it
won’t create unnecessary backups,”
he said.

In meetings with the public on the
possibility of placing a light at this
juncture, those who live on the west
side of Central Avenue expressed con-
cerns about the presence of cut-through
traffic if a light were installed.

As a “compromise,” Mr. McAloon
said, Belmar Terrace and Cambridge
Road will become cul-de-sacs. This, he
said, should stop traffic from cutting
down these streets to beat red lights
when a pedestrian crosses.

Mr. Mineo, the county engineer, cat-
egorized the venture as a “safety-im-
provement project,” especially for pe-
destrians crossing the busy thorough-
fare. In addition, he said the project
would mitigate traffic concerns on the
road.

tions on the need for amendments to the
local government ethics laws, as well
as whether or not enforcement respon-
sibility should be shifted from the Lo-
cal Finance Board to a different body
solely focused on government ethics.
The task force was also instructed to
make recommendations on how to
implement a training and compliance
program for local government ethics.

“We’re excited that after input from
the Legislature, and various local offi-
cials that a qualified panel is finally
ready to get under way,” a spokesman
for the governor said.

Senator Kean and other Republicans
including GOP Gubernatorial candi-
date Chris Christie, however, have been
critical of the governor for not appoint-
ing the task force earlier.

“Sadly, it took the indictment of an-
other 44 people for Governor Corzine
to move forward with one piece of the
ethics reform New Jersey needs,” Mr.
Kean said in a statement. “The long
suffering citizens of New Jersey can
only hope the governor will put parti-
san politics aside and call a special
legislative session to close the remain-
ing ethical loopholes that help foster
corruption.”

The task force will issue a report with
recommendations to the governor
within 10 months.

Cranford Airs Development;
Announces Flood Funding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Mayor David Robinson
at Tuesday’s Township Committee meet-
ing announced Olé Fire & Grill will open
in the Cranford Crossing development on
South Avenue in the space previously
occupied by Cosi restaurant. Since its
first occupant opened two years ago,
Cranford Crossing has had trouble occu-
pying the retail space on the ground level
and spots still remain unoccupied. It also
could not sell the condominiums pro-
posed above and switched the housing to
rental units.

He also announced a skateboard park is
planned for Hillside Avenue off Centen-
nial Avenue near the tennis courts. The
park will be built “at no additional cost to
the taxpayer,” he said. Funding comes
from donations.

The House of Representatives recently
passed a $300,000 grant to move for-
ward the Northeast Quadrant Stormwater
Management Project in the township,
Deputy Mayor Mark Smith announced.

“To our great pleasure this funding
will be coming from Washington,” he
said.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) had moved
this issue in front of his peers after hear-
ing at a Cranford Flood Advisory Com-
mittee meeting about the losses to
homeowners caused by flooding prob-
lems in the area due to the Rahway River.
In a report on NJ.com dated May 30,
2009, Township Engineer Rick Marsden
said an additional $20 million is needed to
complete the project, which has already
exhausted a $9.2-million bond.

Republican committee members Mr.
Smith and Mark Dugan both addressed
letters-to-the-editor written by Demo-
cratic committee member Daniel
Aschenbach, also a former mayor of
Cranford, and published in the Cranford
Chronicle.

Mr. Smith called Mr. Aschenbach’s
comments “malicious” and “close to li-
bel.”

In the letter, Mr. Aschenbach writes,
“Mr. Robinson and the Republican Chair-
man [Phil] Morin tried to use political
influence to ram through the Woodmont
project to benefit the owner of the prop-
erty who so happened to be a Republican
candidate for U.S. Senate.”

The Woodmont project is a stalled de-
velopment on Birchwood Avenue near

the conservation center and Verizon build-
ing on Orange Avenue. Developer S.
Hekemian Group recently applied to re-
zone the area to build residential units, of
which a part would comply with Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH), and a
parking deck. He was denied and filed a
Builder’s Remedy lawsuit, the second
such lawsuit the township has been is-
sued.

Two years ago, another developer
had proposed townhomes for persons
55 and over, geared to the more wealthy
— and citizens opposed the develop-
ment then.

Mr. Smith backed Mr. Robinson say-
ing he “never used political influence to
ram through the project.” He called the
letter a “self-serving untruth.”

Also in the letter Mr. Aschenbach
writes, “The Republican majority on the
Township Committee seems to have now
settled on the conclusion that more den-
sity is OK. If their plans are approved,
they will have given a green light to
almost 250 new housing units on two sites
in proximity of each other.”

“Mr. Aschenbach blames everyone but
himself for the failure for affordable hous-
ing,” Mr. Smith said, referring to prior
years when Mr. Aschenbach was on the
committee and failed to certify the town
for (COAH).

“That’s enough,” Mr. Aschenbach re-
sponded.

He said, “I don’t believe” the residents
want the density plan proposed to accom-
modate the COAH obligation.

“I don’t care about COAH,” he said.
“You have to care about COAH. It’s

the law,” Mayor Robinson responded.
“Ignoring it has gotten us into this mess.”

Mr. Aschenbach denied that retort.
He also said the Riverfront Develop-

ment project approved last year and to be
heard by the planning board August 19 is
another high-density project the commit-
tee has allowed when residents are op-
posed. The Riverfront Development is
drafted for South Avenue East, Chestnut
Street and High Street, just blocks from
Cranford Crossing. The design is a three-
story mixed-use conjoined building to
contain 90 condominiums, as well as 16
apartments designated for COAH, medi-
cal offices, business, restaurants and re-
tail space.

Mr. Dugan said, “I do not in any way
support higher density in the town.”

New Charge Levied
In Accident Case
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A Westfield resi-
dent charged with driving while in-
toxicated after striking a pedestrian
in a North Avenue crosswalk August
5 now faces an additional charge and
possible jail time, according to po-
lice.

Westfield Police Captain David
Wayman told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that Leslie Boughner,
55, also has been charged with aggra-
vated assault with a motor vehicle
causing bodily injury. He said she
had surrendered yesterday morning,
accompanied by her attorney, and was
released on $20,000 bail.

Additionally, because the incident
occurred in a school zone, Boughner
could be sentenced to jail if found
guilty, according to Captain Wayman.

Boughner was driving a 2005 Ford
Taurus eastbound on North Avenue
when she struck Gina Marotta, 25, of
Clark shortly after noon as the victim
crossed the street in front of the Lord
& Taylor department store in the 600
block.

Ms. Marotta sustained a broken
arm, broken leg and a head injury in
the accident. She was treated for her
injuries at University Hospital in
Newark and released. Boughner was
not injured.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Colleen Mahr
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FUTURE COPS?...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich congratulates the first
graduates of the Sheriff’s Youth Academy. Twenty-three youngsters graduated
from the program last week.

Lance Discusses Health Care
During Teleconference Call

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Residents of the
Seventh Congressional District were
able to have their voices heard on the
proposed national health care pro-
gram during a one-hour, teleconfer-
ence Town Hall meeting with Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) on
Tuesday.

Over 30,000 calls were made
through the BroadNet system with
3,600 persons participating, accord-
ing to Todd Mitchell, Mr. Lance’s
chief of staff. A dozen or so residents
had their questions answered by the
congressman. A survey taken during
the teleconference showed 203 call-
ers opposed national health care with
75 callers supporting it.

A resident of Union asked whether
or not President Barack Obama was
being honest when he said Americans
would be able to keep their current
health care coverage. Mr. Lance said
to the caller that if a company opts to
join a federal government-run health
care system, the company’s employ-
ees would be required to join the plan
to keep their health insurance.

“I am not sure there is going to be
an even playing field between the
governmental plan and private insur-
ers and small businesses that use pri-
vate insurers or even larger busi-
nesses,” Mr. Lance responded.

A caller from Whitehouse Station
said she believes that if a national
health care plan is enacted, members
of Congress should be forced to join
the plan.

“I want you to know that I don’t
want to have that plan for myself
because I don’t favor it for anyone
else,” Mr. Lance said.

A caller from Westfield said he
believes one of the reasons for sky-
rocketing medical costs is the “astro-
nomical” cost of malpractice insur-
ance for doctors. He asked Mr. Lance
to give some specifics of how this
expense could be lowered.

In response, Mr. Lance said an al-
ternative plan he and other Republi-
cans have written, the Medical Rights
and Reform Act, would cap punitive
damages awarded in malpractice law-
suits to between $250,000 and
$300,000. He said that because of
these costs doctors tend to practice
what he termed “defensive medicine”
by “ordering more tests than are nec-
essary because they are scared to death
of lawsuits, frivolous or otherwise.”
He said the Democratic plan “does
not include one iota of tort reform.”

A Springfield resident asked if the
GOP plan for tort reform “was de-
signed as a poison pill” so as not to be
considered by the Democratic major-
ity in Congress. Mr. Lance said the
plan was not designed with this in
mind and that he believes there are
Democrats in the House who favor

tort reform.
Another caller from Warren Town-

ship asked if the congressman would
be holding any in-person Town Hall-
style meetings.

“We are thinking about that, but we
can reach so many more people di-
rectly through a telephone town hall.
At a Town Hall meeting there might
be 200 people or so (in attendance)
and tonight we have made 30,000
calls and there are as many as 5,000
people on the line. This is a way I can
reach as many people as possible,” he
said.

Another Westfield resident said he
believes a national health insurance
plan could be drafted similar to Medi-
care, reasoning that it “has been work-
ing well” as opposed to continuing
with private insurance companies,
which he said take 20 percent off the
top for executive salaries, bonuses,
etc.

Mr. Lance said while he supports
Medicare he is “not sure” he favors
extending the entitlement program
“to the working population” through
a national health care “single payer”
system. The congressman instead fa-
vors increased competition in the
health care insurance market “to lower
the cost of insurance,” while also
lowering salaries and bonuses of top
insurance executives. He also said
both the Democrat and GOP plans
would not permit insurers to reject
persons because of a preexisting medi-
cal condition.

A Berkeley Heights woman asked
if whether or not having the public
participate in town hall meetings can
“actually change the outcome” of the
national health care debate.

“I hope that events like this…will
have some effect,” Mr. Lance said. “I
did not think the majority has the votes
necessary in the House to pass the plan
(prior to the summer recess).”

Mr. Lance said one of the main
reasons he opposes the Democratic
plan is that cost estimates from the
Congressional Budget Office place
the expenditure at $239 billion over
10 years on top of the nation’s current
$11-trillion debt.

A Belle Meade resident said she
fears there is an effort in Congress to
“push this through Congress.” Mr.
Lance said new Presidents believe
their first year is when they can “en-
gage in the most legislative activity.”
He called health care President
Obama’s “signature issue.”

A Somerville resident said he fa-
vors the idea of health savings ac-
counts that include a provision for
catastrophic care. Mr. Lance said the
GOP includes health savings accounts
although he was not sure the proposal
would include catastrophic insurance.

Tuesday’s teleconference was the
third the congressman has held on
health care.

NJ Corruption Hearing
Yields Varied Solutions

TRENTON — While witnesses at
Monday’s public hearing on corrup-
tion, sponsored and facilitated by the
Assembly Republican Policy Com-
mittee, offered many and varied solu-
tions to battling the state’s culture of
corruption, committee chairman As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) said first and foremost, the
message must come from the State
House that “clearly and unequivo-
cally corruption will not be tolerated
in New Jersey.”

“We are not looking to simply pass
new laws, to over regulate the ethics
environment, but it’s apparent the mes-
sage coming from the governor’s office
and the Legislature is not strong
enough,” Mr. Bramnick said. “The goal
of this committee’s hearing is to ex-
plore the causes of the corruption and
solutions for restoring the public’s trust
in government in the Garden State by
offering a public forum on the matter.”

Nearly 10 witnesses testified at the
hearing including a former federal
prosecutor who currently works as a
defense attorney specializing in white
collar crime; a convicted felon who
served as a prosecution witness in a
white-collar crime case; a college
professor and political analyst; a
former state senator; a Monmouth
County freeholder, and a council-
woman who was elected to fill the

unexpired term of an official arrested
in a corruption sting in 2005.

Mr. Bramnick said that while many
of the witnesses said more stringent
ethics reform laws are needed, in-
cluding closing loopholes in pay-to-
play legislation and bans on wheeling
and dual office-holding, other types
of action suggested include:

Comprehensive ethical training,
in particular, for elected municipal
and county officials and board mem-
bers and enhancing law
enforcement’s ability to investigate
and prosecute white-collar crime by
dedicating more manpower and pro-
viding appropriate training. One
witness said the use of plea bargains
is one of law enforcement’s most
effective tools. He noted that one
informant led to the arrest of 44
public officials in the FBI’s most
recent corruption sting.

Also recommended are passage of a
“serial economic predator law.” Call-
ing corrupt public officials “serial eco-
nomic predators,” one witness said so-
ciety should treat public corruption with
the same disdain as a serial murderer.

Witnesses said a state white-collar
crime task force needs to be formed
as does an effort to focus public atten-
tion on public corruption through
public hearings such as the one held
Monday as a deterrent. Since elected
officials fear public opinion, infor-
mation about corruption and public
involvement in the issue is necessary,
witnesses told the committee.

Also recommended was a move
from a governor-appointed state at-
torney general to an elected, indepen-
dent state attorney general, whose
position would be publicly-funded to
allow for greater transparency.

Asm. Bramnick, quoting from the
book, “The Soprano State,” in which
the author quips that perhaps, “New
Jersey’s destiny is to become the So-
prano State,” noted that policy
committee’s goal on this issue is to
keep New Jersey from just such a
destiny. He said he and the other
members of the committee who at-
tended today’s hearing agree the in-
put they received was “insightful and
valuable” and will be considered when
drafting future ethics legislation.

Mr. Bramnick added the commit-
tee plans to hold additional corrup-
tion hearings in the future.

Also attending today’s hearing were
Assembly Republican Policy Com-
mittee members Assemblymen Dave
Rible (LD-11,Wall Township) and
Dave Wolfe, LD-10, Brick), and As-
semblywoman Denise Coyle (LD-
16, Branchburg).

GW BOE Opts Against
Music Activity Charge

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Following a brief
executive session on Tuesday night,
the Garwood Board of Education said
it would not be instituting a fee for
instrumental music for the 2009-2010
school year.

The board was considering charg-
ing $25 to those students wishing to
participate in the district’s extracur-
ricular music program. Board Presi-
dent Adele Lewis said both timing
and administrative concerns contrib-
uted to the board’s decision.

“Everything is going to stay the
same for music for this year,” Ms.
Lewis said. “We’re going to look at it
to make a change for next year.”

Earlier this summer, the board
passed a $75 per month fee for stu-
dents entering pre-kindergarten and
a fee of $25 per child, per sport for
participation in extracurricular ath-
letics. The board is facing a $400,000
budget shortfall for the 2010-2011
school year and also saw its pro-
posed budget defeated by voters in
April.

The fees drew criticism from resi-
dent John Conlin, who said although
he “appreciate[s] the problem the
board is having in raising money,” he
believes activity fees are the wrong
means to increase revenue. Mr. Conlin
also expressed concern that the fees
could create an unfair burden on low-
income families.

“I hope that the board has the policy
to subsidize these students that want
to participate in these ‘extra-curricu-
lar’ activities,” Mr. Conlin said. “Be-
cause if, as a community we don’t do
that, I think we are in some ways
determining the future of Garwood,
arts, athletics and even curriculum.”

Ms. Lewis said though the board
does not have a written policy regard-
ing financial hardship, state law ex-
empts students qualifying for free
school lunches from the fees.

“If someone qualifies for the free
lunch, they would not be required to
pay any of these activity fees,” Ms.
Lewis said. “So there is a mechanism
in place so that if someone qualifies,
they would not have to pay.”

Dana Maher, a local parent, said
she did not “have a problem with the
nominal fee” and had confidence that
the school district would not allow
financial hardship to prevent students
from participating in programs.

“I do think the administration is
aware of the families that are needy
and I don’t think they would let any-
one not take an instrument,” Ms.
Maher said.

In other business, the board de-
ferred a decision on how to address
an air-conditioning problem in the
Lincoln School’s computer lab as it
investigates proposed solutions.

 The board voted five to three to
approve a second sabbatical leave for
teacher Kelly Dunn. An earlier re-
quest for a second sabbatical by Ms.
Dunn was denied in May. The leave
does not include pay and benefits.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesdsay, September 15 at
7:30 p.m. in Lincoln School located
at 400 Second Avenue.

WHS Yearbooks
Are Now Online

WESTFIELD — The Westfield High
School yearbooks from 1922 through 2002
have been digitized and added to the
Westfield Memorial Library’s online
archive. To view the archive, go online to
wmlnj.org.

WF Resident Linked
To Madoff Scheme

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Joanne Crupi has been linked to the
Bernie Madoff Ponzi scheme, ac-
cording to a report on myfoxny.com.
The station reported, in a video avail-
able on its website, that Ms. Crupi is
“under criminal investigation and
could be the next Madoff loyalist
arrested.”

“Fox 5 News obtained Madoff Se-
curities’ bank statements that show in
October 2008, Madoff wired $2.25
million to Crupi’s real estate law-
yers,” according to myfoxny.com.

It reported that the money was used
to purchase a home at the Jersey Shore,
and was determined in other news
accounts to be in Mantoloking.
Through a search of online real estate
records available on the New Jersey
Tax Assessors Association website,
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times has learned
that Ms. Crupi purchased a house
with Judith G. Bowen in 1997 on
Grove Street in Westfield for
$412,000.

A link to the report is available in
the Briefs section at goleader.com.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Westfield Council Candidate Release

Keith Loughlin Cites Plans for
Parks and Recreational Facilities

CAMPAIGN TOUR...Westfield Fourth Ward Council Candidate Keith Loughlin
walks around Tamaques School with Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan.

WESTFIELD — “As a candidate for
Westfield Town Council’s Fourth Ward,
I have walked through our neighborhoods,
introduced myself to many of you and
have heard the concerns of the residents
of the Fourth Ward.

“A few weeks ago, I wrote about my
ideas for Westfield concerning the pav-
ing of our roads and shared services with
neighboring communities. As your coun-
cilman, my plan for our town also in-
cludes improving the appearance of our
parks and the condition of our playing
fields without raising costs for our resi-
dents.

“Specifically, I am committed to
partnering with our state and county gov-
ernments to secure additional resources
for our parks and facilities. I will work
with the Westfield Board of Education to
share services, pursue and secure grants
and create additional recreational oppor-
tunities for our town’s youth. By sharing
resources with our school board, we will
save money while making smart invest-
ments in the health and futures of our
children.

“We can improve the condition of our
parks and recreational facilities through
better landscaping, energy efficient light-
ing and by organizing volunteers for clean-
up.

“The installation of the turf fields at
Houlihan and Sid Fey Fields has enabled
many more teams and athletes to use our
facilities while allowing our grass fields
the opportunity to recover from overuse.
At these facilities, I will explore the in-
stallation of motion-detector lighting to

reduce the light pollution affecting the
neighboring streets during periods of field
inactivity. Further, by maintaining field-
use fees for those leagues that play on our
fields, we can provide the best athletic
facilities for our students without impos-
ing a burden on our seniors in these tough
economic times.

“Over the coming months, I will con-
tinue to walk through our neighborhoods
to hear your thoughts and ideas for our
town. As always, if you have any ques-
tions, would like more information, or
would like to show your support by wear-
ing our orange t-shirt, please visit
keithloughlin.com,” Mr. Loughlin said in
a campaign statement.

Christie’s Lead Over Corzine
Shrinks From 12 to Nine Points
Democratic incumbent Governor

Jon Corzine has gained ground on
Republican challenger Christopher
Christie and now trails the former
prosecutor 51-42 percent among
likely voters in the New Jersey
Governor’s race, according to a
Quinnipiac University poll released
August 11. When independent candi-
date Chris Daggett, a former DEP
commissioner under Governor Tho-
mas H. Kean, is factored in, Mr.
Christie’s lead is seven points. Mr.
Christie previously led by 12 points
in a poll taken July 14.

Elizabeth Bank Fails; Lesniak
Was on Bd. of Directors

The FDIC has shut down the Eliza-
beth-First BankAmericano, with de-
posits of $157 million and assets of
$166 million, after determining the
bank had “inadequate” management
supervision and loan policies, among
other charges. Among the board of
directors was state Senator Ray
Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth), who
served as vice-chairman. All deposits
were transferred to Crown Bank, ac-
cording to the FDIC. Former state
treasurer and ex-state assemblyman,
Michael Horn, was the bank’s attor-
ney. The FDIC estimated that the
closure would cost the federal gov-
ernment $15 million.

Long Beach Commissioner
To Succeed Van Pelt

Long Beach Township Commis-
sioner DiAnne Gove will succeed
former state Assemblyman Daniel
Van Pelt in the Legislature, following
Mr. Van Pelt’s resignation in a cor-
ruption sweep last month.

Ms. Gove was selected by GOP
delegates from Republican county
committees in Ocean, Burlington and
Atlantic counties to compete for Mr.
Van Pelt’s term, which ends in Janu-
ary and to replace him on the fall
election ballot.

GOP Target Dems in Eight
Counties in Assembly

Republicans are said to be target-
ing incumbent Democrats in eight
counties as they look to gain seats in
the General Assembly in November.
Democrats hold a 48-32 edge, mean-
ing the GOP needs to pick up nine
seats to regain control of the lower
house of the State Legislature, ac-
cording to newjerseynewsroom.com.
The Senate is not up for re-election
this year. The GOP is concentrating
on picking up seats in Bergen, Passaic,
Essex, Middlesex, Mercer, Cape May,
Atlantic, Cumberland, Camden and

Gloucester counties. Democrats,
while looking to maintain its current
majority, are eyeing GOP seats in
Atlantic County.

FDU Poll Finds McGreevey
More Unpopular Now

A Fairleigh Dickinson University
PublicMind poll has found that former
Governor James McGreevey is more
unpopular with New Jerseyans now
than when he resigned five years ago
after admitting to an affair with a male
staffer. The poll, taken June 22 to 29,
surveyed 803 registered voters and has
a margin of error of plus or minus 3.5
percentage points. Mr. McGreevey’s
unfavorable rating increased to 62 per-
cent, nine points higher than when he
left office in November 2004.

Eunice Kennedy Shriver Dies;
Founded Special Olympics

The sister of President John F.
Kennedy and the late Senator Robert
F. Kennedy, Eunice Kennedy Shriver,
has died at Cape Cod Hospital in
Hyannis, Mass. She was 88. Mrs.
Shriver founded the Special Olym-
pics for the mentally disabled. Her
lone surviving siblings are Senator
Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.), who has
been ill since being diagnosed with a
brain tumor, and Jean Kennedy Smith.
Mrs. Shriver’s husband, 1972 vice-
presidential candidate, R. Sargent
Shriver, has Alzheimer’s disease.

NY Senate Leader’s Son
Quits $120,000 Job

Pedro G. Espada, the son of New
York Senate Majority Leader Pedro
Espada, Jr., has quit his new $120,000-
a-year Senate job as deputy director
for intergovernmental relations. His
father joined a Republican-led coup
earlier this summer in return for a
leadership post, creating a month-
long stalemate. Upon his return to the
Democratic caucus, the elder Mr.
Espada was named majority leader, a
position that had been held by Senate
President Malcolm Smith, according
to 880 WCBS Radio. Prosecutors
were said to be reviewing the hiring
of the younger Espada, a former
Democratic assemblyman and New
York City councilman.

Sierra Club of NJ Endorses

Former DEP Head for Governor
The New Jersey Sierra Club has

endorsed former Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP) Com-
missioner and ex-Environmental Pro-
tection Agency regional administra-
tor, Chris Daggett, for governor. It is
the first time the club has endorsed a
third-party candidate. They endorsed
Jon Corzine in 2005.

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

and recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of 
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer”

for Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ  07090
908 301 9001  .  www.stahlesq.com

Sen. Scutari Calls for Review of
‘New’ Camden Prison Closing

TRENTON – State Senator Nicho-
las Scutari (LD-22, Linden) has asked
the state treasurer’s office for addi-
tional information regarding the clos-
ing and proposed demolition of
Riverfront State Prison in Camden.

State officials have said the move
gives the state an opportunity to con-
solidate services and increases rev-
enues from a property sale for a $7-
billion budget deficit. Riverfront, an
800-inmate medium-security jail, was
opened in 1985, and is the state’s
third-newest prison. Mr. Scutari ques-
tioned the wisdom of closing the fa-
cility and demolishing it to make way
for development along the Camden
waterfront. The Office of Legislative

Services has placed the assessed value
of 17-acre property at $41 million,
according to published reports.

“While I understand that there are
leaders within the City of Camden
who have long objected to the place-
ment of a prison at this location, I see
a serious error in the logic to knock
down a relatively new state prison
while keeping open facilities that are
much older and more difficult to main-
tain,” said Mr. Scutari, who is chair-
man of the state Senate Government
Committee and the state Leasing and
Space Utilization Committee.

He said it would be a waste of tax-
payer dollars to raze the prison before
the projected end of its useful life.
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Discounts
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(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits
Debit
Card

CANADIAN GIN

BRANDY/COGNACRUM

Falesco
VITIANO ROSSO
2007 799

Brazin Zinfandel
OLD VINES
CALIFORNIA 20071499

• CABERNET 
• PETITE SYRAH
• ZINFANDEL

Bacardi
LIGHT, GOLD, SELECT 2199

Heidsieck
Monopole
BLUE TOP 2999

750
ML

4 L

Pine & Post
MERLOT 699

1.75 LBowman’s 1199

Kim
Crawford
Sauvignon Blanc

1399

Menage A Trois
RED OR WHITE 999

Carpineto
Dogajolo 999

750
ML

JP Chenet
ALL TYPES 699

1.75 L

Clan
MacGregor1699

Ron Pontalba
LIGHT OR DARK 1499

1.75 L

Sobieski
IMPORTED 
FROM POLAND 1799

1.75 L

Bombay
Sapphire 3899

Bowman’s 1299

ALL 750 ML
ALL TYPES

ALL 5 L BOXES

Cattani
BARBERONE 1399

Paul Masson
CHABLIS, ROSE OR
BURGUNDY 1099

Inglenook
CASK, CLASSIC OR
PROPRIETOR SERIES 799

White Pearl
CAB, CHARD, MALBEC,
SHIRAZ 999

750
ML

750
ML

• SAUV. BLANC
• CHARDONNAY
• MERLOT

•Frangelico (750 ML)

•Gozio Amaretto (750 ML)

•Stock Limonce
LIMONCELLO (1 L)

Bogle

Almaden

4 L

AUSLESE

1599
SPATLESE

1099

•KABINETT
•PINOT NOIR
•RIESLING

999

Erben

Torres Sangre
de Toro ALL TYPES 799

750
ML

Buena Vista 
CARNEROS
CHARDONNAY
2006 1299

750
ML

750
ML

Mac Murray
PINOT NOIR
CENTRAL COAST 1499

Columbia
Crest

TWO VINES

1199

Corbett
Canyon
ALL TYPES

599

750
ML

Champagne &
Sparkling Wines

Korbel •BRUT
•EXTRA DRY •BRUT ROSE1199

750
ML

Andre
SPARKLING WINE 499

750
ML 1.5 L

Don Simon
SANGRIA 699

Santa Marvista
RESERVA FROM CHILE
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 799

1.5 L

Cavit
PINOT GRIGIO
AND ALL OTHER TYPES 1299

1.5 L

1.75 L

Canadian
Club 1999 1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

SCOTCH
Glenlivet
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3499

Dewar’s
12-YEAR OLD 2999

750
ML

750
ML

Pig’s Nose
5-YR. OLD
BLENDED 2999

750
ML

De Laroche
VSOP COGNAC 2499

750
ML

E & J
BRANDY 1899

1.75 L

Minini
All 750 MLS

•Montepulciano
•Pinot Grigio

799

CORDIALS

Limit one (1) Manufacturer’s Mail-In Rebate
per household. Rebate forms & details 

available in stores. Rebate expires 9/9/09.

Grey Goose
Vodka

Captain
Morgan

SPICED RUM
SALE PRICE
750 ML BTL. 29.99
LESS MFR.
MAIL-IN REBATE -5.00

750 ML
BTL.2499

1999

FINAL COST
AFTER MFR.
MAIL-IN
REBATE

BeringerBeringerBeringerBeringerBeringerBeringerBeringerBeringer
CHENIN
BLANC

Smoking 
Loon

Smoking 
Loon

Smoking 
Loon

Smoking 
Loon

Bay
Bridge
Bay

Bridge
Bay

Bridge
Bay

Bridge

CABERNET . . . . . 1899

•MERLOT
•ZINFANDEL . . . 1499

•CHARDONNAY . . 1399

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC . . . . . . . . . 1199

SimiSimiSimiSimiSimiSimiSimiSimi

ALL 750 ML

ALL 750 ML

750
ML

POUILLY
FUISSE

1899
750
ML

MACON
VILLAGES

1099
750
ML

BEAUJOLAIS
VILLAGES

999

Louis Jadot

750
ML

750
ML

399
750
ML

•PINOT GRIGIO/CHENIN BLANC
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY  
•CABERNET
• WHITE ZINFANDEL

499

Oak CreekOak CreekOak CreekOak CreekOak CreekOak Creek

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE . . . 3999

That’s
Less Than

3.34
Per Btl.

by the case

Santa
Margherita

Pinot Grigio

1999
750
ML

Ruffino
Modus

Italy

1999
750
ML

1.5 L

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 1599

•CHABLIS   •RHINE
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY
•GLDN. CHAB.
•WT. ZINFANDEL 1399

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Luna
di Luna

1399BLENDS
ALL
TYPES 1.5 L

Little
Penguin

1099
1.5 L

TEQUILA

José Cuervo
TRADICIONAL 2699

José Cuervo
GOLD 1999

750
ML

750
ML

BOURBON

Woodford
Reserve 2999

Jim Beam
WHITE LABEL 2899

1.75 L

750 
ML

Firefly
SWEET TEA 2999

1.75 L
Ketel One
REG. OR CITROEN 3799

VODKA

1.75 L

Svedka 1999
1.75 L

ALL
TYPES 1.5 L 1.5 L

BIG SIZES & BIG SAVINGS!

Your
Choice!

999 799

Your
Choice!

24 Pack
Beer

12-OZ. LOOSE CANS OR BTLS.
•BUD OR

BUD LIGHT
•MICHELOB ULTRA

(BTLS. ONLY)
•MILLER LITE

1499

30 Pack
Beer

12-OZ. CANS
•MILLER

HIGH LIFE
•KEYSTONE
•BUSCH
•MILWAUKEE’S BEST

1399

2599

Dewar’s
Scotch

WHITE LABEL

3199

699
750 ML

699
750 ML

•SAUV BLANC
•CAB
•CHARD
•MERLOT
•MALBEC

Viña
San Esteban

Viña
San Esteban

Viña
San Esteban

Viña
San Esteban

Viña
San Esteban

Viña
San Esteban

Viña
San Esteban

Viña
San Esteban

3 L
BOX

• PINOT
NOIR 999

• ALL EXCEPT
PINOT NOIR 899

CASE OF 12
SAME
TYPE 49.99

1.75 L 1.75 L

750
ML

750
ML

ALL
TYPES

750
ML

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Sat., August 22, 2009.

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

Note to Candidates
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times invite all candi-
dates to meet with our editors for a video
interview to be webcast on goleader.com;
to submit letters each week on your views;
to provide updated photos and bios for the
website and the newspaper. Please sub-
mit by email to editor@goleader.com.

The public is also invited to submit
their comments and participate in the
election poll. Please see
www.goleader.com/09election.
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Scotch Plains Resident Defends WF
Farmhouse Store Against StrollerGate

Colorado Subscriber Weighs In On
Westfield StrollerGate Controversy

Many Are Thanked as
Store Expands During

Challenging Times
The Farmhouse Store recently moved

to its new, larger location on East Broad
Street and re-opened for business on Sat-
urday, August 8. We would like to thank,
first and foremost, the people of Westfield
and the surrounding area towns for two-
and-a-half years of support and patronage
at our original North Avenue location.
We had wonderful landlords there in Jay
and Jean Tintle, and enjoyed all our neigh-
bors at Jay’s Cycle Center.

Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
has been a tremendous help and supporter
since we began looking into opening our
business in Westfield in late 2006. We
thank her for her assistance and encour-
agement and for organizing the ribbon-
cutting for our grand re-opening. Thanks
also to Mayor Andy Skibitsky for presid-
ing over our ribbon-cutting. He was there
for our first opening in 2007, and we were
so pleased to have him back for this one.

While we undertook most of the reno-
vations ourselves, we could not have com-
pleted them without the assistance of
Huggins Hardwood Flooring, John
Doremus of JP Contractors and Nick at
Sign Max. Thanks also to our new land-
lord, John Franks Realty Company, for
their support during our renovations. We
thank Jamie Chavez, owner and execu-
tive chef of Xocolatz Restaurant and Grill
on Elmer Street, for catering a tremen-
dous staff dinner in the store the night
before we opened.

We’ve expanded our staff from one
employee to seven and are so glad to be
able to employ more people in a troubled
job market. We look forward to an even
bigger future serving the people of
Westfield and Union County in our home
and giftwares store. With deep thanks and
appreciation,

Ed Menapace
Bill Curtis

The Farmhouse Store
Westfield

Garwood Lions Write Mayor to Save
Picnic Gazebo from Demolition

Former WF Councilman Reflects
On Chambers Lawsuit Settlement

Neighborhood Council
Thanks Westfield

Foundation
The Board of Trustees of the Westfield

Neighborhood Council wishes to thank
The Westfield Leader for the wonderful
feature article on our “resurgence.” We
want to make sure that the Town of
Westfield knows that our good fortune is
in a large part due to the faith the Westfield
Foundation has had in our mission.

The Westfield Foundation has made
our summer programs possible in the past
and again this year. Its generosity has
been a constant support to our center as
well as to other worthy causes in Westfield.

Lisa Quackenbush
Westfield

I have followed the saga of April Erck’s
crusade against The Farmhouse [Store, in
Westfield] from afar, and I have a simple
observation about this situation. The un-
derlying problem here isn’t strollers or
handicap laws, it’s the fact that people
like April are unable to control their anger
and think rationally about how to deal
with these kinds of situations.

If Ed Menapace is breaking the law,
then call the cops. But if he is not, don’t
have a big hissy fit about it and bring on
your mindless minions to harass the guy.
It’s as simple as that. The fact that such a
petty issue became a full-scale war be-

tween the mommies and the gallery owner
is a sad commentary on the lives of the
stroller pushers.

And the worst part of it all is that these
women are being such lousy role models
for their kids. They are showing their
children that the way to deal with conflict
is to get angry, get hateful and call up the
power of mob rule.

April describes her life in Westfield as
idyllic. Maybe it is on the outside, but on
the inside, that woman is a real mess.

Tom Edwards
Evergreen, Colorado

I have been a resident of Scotch Plains
and a shopper in Westfield for all of my
44 years and have been reading this paper
for most of my life. I have never felt
compelled to respond to anything that I
have read – until today! I read the letter
that was sent in by April Quartell Erck
about her double stroller not being “wel-
comed” at The Farmhouse Store on East
Broad Street.

I now know why it seems that a lot of
our youth have no common sense – they
get it from their parents. Any reasonable
adult would understand why pets and
double-wide strollers would not be al-
lowed in a store that carries exceptional
and finely crafted pottery, glasses, dishes
and other unique items. Oh, I guess I need
to mention that most of these products are
breakable. For her to say she is “having a
difficult time understanding the policy”
is beyond my comprehension. A double-
wide stroller usually brings with it four
little kicking feet and four little flailing
hands.

I don’t find the policy discriminating at
all. Everyone is welcome to shop, just not
while trying to maneuver their double-
wides around the display racks.

Personally, I find her attack on The
Farmhouse Store and its staff to be repre-
hensible. I have been a customer there
since they first opened on North Avenue.
Their new store on East Broad Street is
gorgeous. It reminds me of how down-
town Westfield used to be – with small
independent retailers selling unique prod-
ucts that you can’t find at the mall. Every-
one I have ever encountered there – from
the owner to the salespeople – have al-
ways been friendly, welcoming and ex-
tremely helpful.

I hope that Ms. Erck’s attack on them
will not keep people from going in and
checking out the store. I’m sure everyone
has noticed all the “For Rent” signs around
town – The Farmhouse Store is just what
Westfield needs right now!

Lisa DiPace
Scotch Plains

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
copied to the newspaper.

*****
Thank you for your recent telephone

call regarding the Lions picnic gazebo
located at the Garwood Baseball League
facility and the site of the new athletic
field complex project. This letter is in-
tended to clear up any misconceptions,
which may exist about any official posi-
tion that may have erroneously been at-
tributed to the Garwood Lions Club re-
garding the disposition of the gazebo.

Please be advised that at no time has
the Lions Club officially designated any
one member to speak representing our
organization or to share any view of the
proposed project. Nor have the Lions
ever been officially invited to participate
in any discussions regarding the borough
plans to improve the existing sports facil-
ity and how those plans would impact on
the gazebo.

Rather, based on verbal reassurances
of a sitting council member, Council-
woman Villagio, at a council meeting in
the fall of 2008, and those of Councilman
Sluka, as well as ongoing community
discussion, we were led to believe that the
picnic gazebo would be safe from demo-
lition. We are extremely distressed to
learn that this may not be the case.

This year, 2009, the Garwood Lions
Club will be celebrating the 80th anniver-
sary of our official charter with Lions
International. We are very proud of the
numerous projects that we have under-
taken over the years that have been in-
tended to enhance the lives of the residents
of the borough. The picnic gazebo is the
largest and was the most labor intensive of

those projects to date — all of which were
actually conceived and constructed with
donated materials by the Lions members
themselves at a time when the residents
were defining what their vision was for
their community. Seeing a need that ex-
isted and heeding the Lions motto, “We
Serve,” the Lions as members of the com-
munity took positive action.

Since its dedication in 1978, the Lions
Club gazebo has provided shelter from
the sun and rain so that Garwood’s clubs,
the recreation program and its families
could enjoy their scheduled activities and
celebrations there without concern of the
elements. Apparently structurally sound,
the gazebo received a new roof, chimney
flashing and electrical service in 2000,
and is constructed of concrete, cedar and
redwood; the gazebo is most assuredly
capable of continuing to provide an en-
joyable picnic/outdoor activity site for
Garwood’s baseball league, recreation
program and senior citizen group to name
a few for many more years to come.

As current officers and past presidents
of the Garwood Lions Club, we, the under-
signed, wish to go on the public record and
state that we would not be in agreement
with any plan for the athletic complex that
would involve demolishing the gazebo.
But rather [we] believe that continued use
of the gazebo can be incorporated into any
plan that may be adopted now or in the
future of the site — yours in Lionism.

Christine Guerriero, President;
Past Presidents:

Peggy Briggs,
James Marano

Patricia Quattrocchi and
Timothy Hak

These are my comments regarding the
recently settled lawsuit Sandra Chambers
v. Town of Westfield and Bernard Tracy.

In the early 1990s, the behavior of
Bernard Tracy in the Westfield Police
Department was faithfully reported, with-
out fear or favor, in The Westfield Leader.
Thus, when Thomas Jardim was mayor-
elect in December 1996, I advised him
that Bernard Tracy could cause future
difficulties.

When Thomas Jardim took office as
mayor, Bernard Tracy was detective lieu-
tenant. Shortly afterward, Bernard Tracy
was promoted to captain. I asked Mayor
Jardim about this promotion, but he re-
plied, “I thought long and hard about this,
but I deferred to the professionals,” refer-
ring to Police Chief Anthony Scutti and
Town Administrator Edward Gottko.

Some time later, Bernard Tracy was a
candidate for police chief. I advised Mayor
Jardim that Bernard Tracy could cause
future difficulties, but he replied, “Don’t
worry about it.” Then, Bernard Tracy was
appointed police chief. At that time, out-
going Police Chief Anthony Scutti pub-
licly praised Bernard Tracy in glowing
terms.

Shortly after Bernard Tracy was ap-
pointed police chief, I telephoned David
Grubb, administrator of the Suburban
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund. (He and
I had gone to the same college.) I gave
him a heads-up, that the appointment of
Bernard Tracy as police chief created a
risk of significant loss to that Fund.

Shortly after the settlement of the law-
suit, The Leader filed an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) request with the
town government to obtain the settlement
agreement. That agreement indicated that
the total settlement was $380,000, of

which the town paid $30,000 and the
Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund
paid $350,000.

The settlement agreement provided that
each party would bear its own legal costs.
I filed an OPRA request with Town Clerk
Claire Gray to determine the town’s legal
cost in this matter. She politely replied
that all legal bills were paid by the Subur-
ban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund. I
filed an OPRA request with the Fund, and
found that the total legal cost was
$83,500.75.

In the April 9, 2009, issue of The Leader,
there was a letter from Tim Harrington,
who is obviously knowledgeable about
pensions and benefits. He pointed out that
the settlement agreement made the town
liable for Sandra Chambers’s “disability
retirement” and “lifetime medical ben-
efits,” all of which would be very expen-
sive.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Town Ad-
ministrator James Gildea and the entire
Town Council have done a good-faith
effort of resolving the Sandra Chambers
litigation. In resolving this litigation, they
solved a problem, which prior municipal
officials had created.

The theory underlying tort law is that
the risk of tort liability will motivate
people to conduct themselves in a manner
that minimizes the risk of financial loss.
Thus, the Suburban Municipal Joint In-
surance Fund and the Town of Westfield
should design and implement municipal
personnel policies, which will minimize
the risk of further losses such as the losses
incurred in the Sandra Chambers settle-
ment.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

Kudos to Area Diner For Kindness
In Shipping Wheelchair Extensions

While visiting my aunt in Westfield,
we decided to go to lunch. She recom-
mended the Windsor Diner in Clark. We
enjoyed our visit there.

Upon leaving, the leg extensions of my
wheelchair were accidentally left behind
in the parking lot. When we arrived home
in Somers Point, N.J., we realized they
were missing. I called the diner, and was
happy to hear they were picked up and put
into their office for me to pick up.

This was impossible, as I live approxi-

mately 125 miles from Clark. Their man-
agement realized my problem; they told
me they would ship them to me by UPS.
My family and I could not get over the
thoughtfulness and help; their kindness is
certainly appreciated. This diner and staff
are wonderful.

Senior citizens really appreciate this
kind of care. They have my vote as num-
ber one.

Anna Geisler
Somers Point

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Capybara – A large, tailless, par-

tially web-footed rodent of South America
2. Ticpolonga – An extremely venom-

ous Indian snake
3. Runcation – A weeding
4. Gingili – Sesame seed or the oil from

it
NULLIPARA

1. Useless; of little or no value
2. A woman who has not borne a child
3. A traitor; turncoat
4. Apathetic; disinterested

CLACHAN
1. A hamlet in the Highlands of Scot-

land
2. Solidified; hardened
3. A state of insensibility; numbness
4. Hanging in clusters, such as with

grapes
STREPITANT

1. Harsh; raspy
2. Oozing; seeping
3. Noisy, loud
4. Salty; saline

ERUCTATION
1. Shameful; corrupt
2. The act of belching
3. Swelling or state of being swollen
4. The act of stretching and yawning

See more letters page 5

WESTFIELD — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R, LD-21) is-
sued the following statement after Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine named appointees to
the “Governor’s Local Government
Ethics Task Force.” It took the gover-
nor nearly 11 months to make these
appointments after he created the panel
with an executive order on September
24, 2008.

“Sadly, it took the indictment of an-
other 44 people for Governor Corzine to
move forward with one piece of the ethics
reform New Jersey needs,” Senator Kean

said. “The long suffering citizens of New
Jersey can only hope the governor will
put partisan politics aside and call a spe-
cial legislative session to close the re-
maining ethical loopholes that help foster
corruption.”

Republicans have suggested the fol-
lowing bills be considered in a special
session:

S-287 (T. Kean), 03-17-2008, limits
contributions by certain public contrac-
tors; limits contributions by county and
municipal political party committees.

S-445 (Pennacchio, Codey), 01-08-

2008, “Transparency in Government
Act;” provides for establishment of state
public finance website.

S-600 (Baroni), 03-17-2008, prohibits
campaign contributions by certain indi-
viduals, businesses or other organizations
that acquire property involved in eminent
domain proceedings.

S-684 (Beck), 01-08-2008, a bill that
prohibits county committees of a political
party from contributing to or accepting
contribution from another such county
committee.

S-685 (Beck), 12-15-2008, would pro-
hibit the simultaneous holding of certain
state, county and municipal elective and
appointive positions, often referred to as
‘dual office holding’.

S-760 (O’Toole), 03-17-2008, estab-
lishes stricter limits on contributions to
county committees of political parties
and by county committees to candidates;
prohibits contributions between county
committees.

Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

Corzine Is 10 Months Late
On Ethics Appointments

Another Resident Gets
Census Questionnaire
Regarding the letter to the editor from

Barbara Edwards that appeared August
13, I’d like to let Ms. Edwards know that
she is not the only one who received the
community questionnaire. I received
mine, and then got a second copy to fill
out because I did not report it right away.
Finally, after about three telephone calls
from the Census Bureau, I reported to
them during the final phone call the infor-
mation requested in the census, except for
one or two questions.

Chick Miller
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

Letters to Editor - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help
for Daily Local News Briefs, see

goleader.com

County Court Would Only Create
Another Layer of Government

While Scotch Plains and Fanwood, as well as a
half-dozen or so police departments in Hunterdon
County, are researching ways to merge services to
cut costs, the County of Union is looking at creating
another layer of government. Union County is con-
sidering the creation of a county court system to
increase ways of bringing revenues into its coffers.
Union is one of only three of New Jersey’s 21
counties that have a county police department; an-
other two operate county parks police units.

The move comes just months after the county
adopted an ordinance to get into the towing business.
In the past, while towing companies had to be
licensed with the county in order to tow vehicles
from county parks and roads if summoned by county
police, they kept all revenue collected for towing
vehicles. The county will now take half of all towing
fees and have increased the rates when vehicles are
impounded — as well as half of the storage fees. In
addition, the county may create a storage location
for these vehicles in Springfield and collect all
revenue from the storage of impounded vehicles.

However, for the county to implement this plan,
they need a court system to be able to fine people,
process tickets and collect the revenue.

While a county court system and police system
authorized to write tickets may create additional
revenue for the county, it takes revenue out of the
municipal courts such as Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside that currently handle
these matters.

Bergen County, the largest county in the state, is
the only county in the state that has a court in place.
The Central Municipal Court of Bergen County,
with an annual budget just under $1 million, col-
lected $6.7 million in revenue in 2008, $4.5 million
of which went into the county’s budget. Cases gen-
erated by the court come from Bergen County’s
police unit and prosecutor’s and sheriff’s offices.

Union County, with a population of just over
500,000 people, is 60 percent the size of Bergen
County. Does this mean Union County residents can
expect another $5 million in fines to be taken out of
their pockets down the road?

We previously wrote that that the change in the
county’s towing policy creates an incentive for tow-
ing vehicles all around the county. By creating a
county court system, will the Union County Police
Department (UCP) be under pressure to signifi-
cantly increase its presence beyond issuing sum-

monses to underage kids consuming beer in county
parks and trucks exceeding weight limits on county
thoroughfares?

Is that why the county is a looking to enhance the
accreditation of the Union County Police?

While all levels of government are looking to
generate additional sources of revenue, additional
layers of government only increase the bureaucracy
and property taxes. Can we really afford to have
more people on the public dole?

Would a county court judge be full-time? Would
he/she receive benefits? A pension? What about the
support staff, including a prosecutor and a public
defender? How much money would the state take
from this revenue as it does with parking tickets? The
state takes $12.50 now from each $32 parking ticket
in Westfield.

Rather than creating its own court, Union County
ought to help smaller towns like Fanwood, Garwood
and Mountainside form a joint court system that
would reduce overhead while increasing efficiency.

As part of the public safety strategic plan, the
county is also looking at a countywide Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) system. This is more along
the lines of where the county could be effective.
Towns are struggling to generate sufficient numbers
of volunteers to maintain 24/7 EMS operations. The
closing of Muhlenberg and Union hospitals has only
put more strain on both volunteer and paid EMS
units.

The county’s role must be to assist its 21 munici-
palities, not create more layers of government that
may only increase the cost of living for county
residents.

Taxpayers and businesses are crying for govern-
ment and public schools at all levels to reduce their
size and costs. This county plan seems to be counter
to all reason given the existing business climate.

We suppose it is a matter of philosophy though;
some believe more government and bigger govern-
ment is better. Seems like the county favors this view
and intends to expand. They are already buying up
public property with your open-space tax dollars.
Now it seems they want to fine you. This is not
change we can believe in. We urge the freeholders to
reconsider.

We understand the State Legislature must pass
laws to enable this county court system. If you’re
concerned, we urge you to talk with your freehold-
ers, assemblymen and senators before it is too late.
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Visit us online for more money-saving coupons &   
web-only specials at www.horizonpestcontrol.com

Deer Guard Program — Deer eat and destroy your valuable landscaping and
garden plants and bring unwanted ticks into your yard!  Horizon’s systematic
approach can reduce damage caused by deer on your property all year round.  

Home Guard — Year round prevention & control of general pests, including
Carpenter Ants, Rodents, Spiders, Stinging Insects & More with FREE emergency 
call-in service.

Home Guard Plus — Gives insurance against the financial burden associated with 
termite infestation, in addition to taking care of your general pest management 
needs.

Yard Guard — Protect your family & pets from annoying bites & serious diseases 
with seasonal protection against fleas, ticks & mosquitoes.

Horizon Protects Your Home and 
Landscape from Pests...FOR LESS! 

$150
OFF
Deer Guard

Program

Offer expires 8/31/09.  Not valid                
with other coupons or special offers  

Call Today 908-664-0303 

20% or 
$50 OFF* 
Any Home Guard, Home Guard 

Plus, or Yard Guard Service  
*whichever amount is greater 

Offer expires 8/31/09.  Not valid             
with other coupons or special offers. 

Call Today 908-664-0303 

922 South Avenue West 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-664-0303
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Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

WF Councilman Tells of Past and
Upcoming Traffic Safety Programs

Letters to the Editor

We have all heard the old saying, “don’t
let the facts get in the way of a good
story.” That may be entertaining when
you are telling tales around a campfire,
but not so amusing when you are a candi-
date for elected office; especially when
the subject is traffic safety.

The Democratic candidate for
[Westfield] mayor recently submitted a
press release outlining his ideas on pedes-
trian safety. He urges Mayor Andy
Skibitsky to have the town do an inven-
tory of all crosswalks and make sure that
all crosswalks are “freshly painted”.
Sounds like a great idea, except that the
candidate either has not taken the time to
learn or has chosen to ignore the facts.
The Town of Westfield took an inventory
of our crosswalks a few years ago.

As the chair of the Westfield Town
Council’s Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee, I know what a
useful tool this has been. Also, we have
repainted these crosswalks every year,
but the paint just has not lasted and the
expense and overtime cost to do this an-
nually made it not workable. This year’s
capital budget, passed under Mayor
Skibitsky’s leadership, includes having
every crosswalk in town improved by a
process know as thermoplastic road mark-
ing. The benefits of this process include
crosswalk markings that will last longer
and are much more visible to drivers than
just “fresh paint.” I am sure you have seen
thermoplastic road markings; they look

to be a bit raised and have reflective
material.

The Democratic candidate for mayor
has been critical of the Town Council’s
present budget process, boasting that if he
were mayor he would be very involved in
every detail of the budget process. The
funny thing is that this mayoral candidate
was at the Town Council meeting a couple
of months ago when the capital budget,
which includes thermoplasting the cross-
walks, was passed. After all of his talk
about the importance of being deeply
involved in the budget process, it is sur-
prising that the candidate missed this
important detail. There is another old
saying, “actions speak louder than words.”

Mayor Skibitsky’s tenure as mayor has
included much action on traffic and pe-
destrian safety. These initiatives have in-
cluded the Citizen’s Traffic Safety Advi-
sory Committee, radar speed feedback
signs, the Walking School Bus program,
improvements on the Central Avenue cor-
ridor (the work should start in the next
few months), increased traffic enforce-
ment, traffic and pedestrian safety im-
provements around most of our schools
and the list goes on.

Mayor Skibitsky has made traffic safety
a priority and I know that these efforts
will continue.

Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield Councilman

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Disallowing Double Strollers Is Not
“Attack On Mothers With Children”
I would like to respond to the letter

regarding The Farmhouse Store.
I have lived in Westfield 21 years and

have raised my three children here. I live
close to town also. I would walk my sons
everyday into town. I at one point had a
double stroller. There were times when I
would take my children out of the stroller.
I would hold them by the hand in order to
see something in a shop. I did it not
because there was a sign. Maybe it was
the easier thing to do.

The shops that occupy downtown are
cramped with goodies. I would not want
to take the chance of knocking something
over and breaking it. There were times I
just would not want to inconvenience all
of the other people browsing. I would not
want to block their path or clip their toes
with my double stroller. If there was a
store I really wanted to visit and linger in,
I would just come back later when I was
alone.

Do you really think the Farmhouse is
discriminating against people with stroll-
ers, children or pets? I have been in the
Farmhouse many times and I find them
[the staff] very pleasant and helpful. I
have always enjoyed my shopping expe-
rience there. I also would not have com-
pared my stroller to a wheelchair. I have
met the shop owner and he does not strike
me as a person who would discriminate
against the handicap or anyone else for
that matter.

Quite frankly, you saw the sign that

said “No Double Strollers.” It was your
choice to ignore it and go in. If I were a
shop owner, I would have been a little
ruffled over it!

Let’s not forget the town belongs to
everyone – single, married, childless,
empty nesters, the list goes on. We have
lots of empty storefronts right now be-
cause of the economy. We should not
discourage anyone from visiting a store in
town.

If you feel you had a bad experience
with a shopkeeper. You should deal with
it accordingly.

It’s too bad double strollers are not
welcome; single strollers are. I was in the
store when a mom rolled in with her child
in a single stroller. I don’t think it is a
personal attack on mothers with children.
I think you just have to look at it from their
point of view. They are trying to accom-
modate everyone who enters their shop.

Everyone should shop local and sup-
port our town!

Josephine Nanna
Westfield

Lie-Detector Tests
Suggested for Officials
TRENTON - The committee of New

Jersey lawmakers looking to prevent po-
litical corruption heard a new one Mon-
day: Requiring lie-detector tests for can-
didates and officeholders.

Morris County Republican political
consultant George Dredden told the state
Assembly Republican Policy committee
that there are plenty of laws to deal with
corrupt politicians once they are in office.
He says his suggestion would weed them
out before they get there.

Westfield Mayor Skibitsky Writes,
‘Pedestrian Safety Is a Top Priority’

The residents of Westfield need to be
assured that pedestrian safety is a top
priority.

I read with great concern for the
people of Westfield a press release from
my opponent that was published in last
week’s [Westfield] Leader. The writer
included statistics on pedestrian acci-
dents in town, but did not cite the source
of the information to which he referred.
This is extremely disturbing because
the numbers he used were downright
misleading. For example, there have
been four, not nine, pedestrian acci-
dents this year on public property. (Pre-
sumably, my opponent included acci-
dents on private property, such as when
a victim was hit by his own rolling
vehicle in his driveway, to arrive at the
numbers he cited.)

While four accidents is four too many
in everyone’s book, it is a disservice for
my opponent to inflate the numbers for
political gain. There is never a reason to
cause superfluous alarm to the resi-
dents.

Further, my opponent’s press release
published on August 13, 2009, asserts,
“The mayor should immediately direct
that all crosswalks be freshly painted.”
Wow! My opponent was in attendance at
the Town Council meetings when the
2009 capital budget was introduced and
adopted, and funding for the repainting
of every crosswalk with the more du-
rable and reflective thermoplastic mate-
rial was included in the budget. Even if
my opponent overlooked this important
detail at the time, the official public
notice was published in The Leader on
July 9, 2009. So, my opponent includes
in his release to the public a call for
something to be done that he knows, or
certainly should have known, is already
being done. Again, this is Westfield.
There is never a reason to cause undue
alarm to the residents.

Let’s see what else my opponent calls
for me to do. Crosswalk inventory. Done.
Articles to the paper about pedestrian
safety. Done. TV show on Channel 36.
Done. Extra signage. Done to the fullest

extent permitted by the Federal Highway
Administration’s Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices, the standard
every municipality must adhere to.

To the residents, here are the facts.
Two of the four pedestrian accidents were
horrific tragedies – an innocent victim
standing on the sidewalk when a motor
vehicle left the roadway and an innocent
victim struck in a well-marked crosswalk
by a driver who was allegedly under the
influence. One of the four occurred at a 4-
way stop and did not result in injury. The
fourth one occurred in a marked cross-
walk causing minor injuries and the driver
responsible was issued a summons.

The Town of Westfield has 485 cross-
walks based on the most recent inventory.
They are painted every year, with particu-
lar attention to the areas around the
schools. The paint is subject to fading
from sunlight, extremes in temperature,
salt placed on the roadway, and volume of
traffic. This is precisely why the town’s
professionals working with the elected
officials researched a more durable alter-
native. The thermoplastic material will
last much longer than the ordinary paint
and also contains reflective particles to
enhance visibility.

This is but one initiative to ensure
pedestrian safety. Others include, but are
not limited to, the successful Walking
School Bus program born from a Safe
Routes to School grant, consistent en-
forcement of the state statute prohibiting
parking on or within 50 feet of a cross-
walk, increased traffic enforcement, ad-
ditional radar speed indicators purchased
with grant moneys placed strategically
throughout the town, and the securing of
grants for increased DWI enforcement.

Again, let me reassure the townspeople
that pedestrian safety is, and will con-
tinue to be, a top priority. As always, I am
happy to meet with residents to discuss
this or any other matter of concern during
my Saturday morning office hours. Call
my assistant, Joan, at (908) 789-4041 to
arrange an appointment.

Andy Skibitsky
Westfield Mayor

School Districts Address Benefit
Costs, Increased Class Time

TRENTON – A number of school
boards and teachers unions are agreeing
to lower raises, more instructional time
and cost-saving provisions for fringe ben-
efits, according to a New Jersey School
Boards Association (NJSBA) analysis of
teacher contracts covering 2009-2010.
However, progress in reaching settlement
has been somewhat slower than in previ-
ous years. In all, 443 of the state’s school
districts have agreements in place for the
2009-2010 school year. One hundred
forty-one are still in negotiations.

“We are seeing the convergence of
several factors that can make the bargain-
ing process slower and more difficult,”
explained Marie Bilik, NJSBA executive
director. “With concern over the state of
the economy, government revenues and
local property taxes, school boards are
negotiating cost controls of health ben-
efits, which constitute the fastest rising
area of compensation, and they are seek-
ing lower salary increases than in the past.

“In addition, many school districts are
finding it necessary to negotiate increases
in teacher work time to meet state and
local education goals,” she said.

Of school boards negotiating new con-
tracts to begin in 2009-2010, 73 percent
are still at the bargaining table as com-
pared to 61 percent last year.

“It’s not unusual for more than 100
school districts to begin the new school
year with the school board and teachers
unions still in negotiations,” said Ms.
Bilik. “Teachers never work ‘without a
contract.’ The salary, benefits and pro-
tections of the previous contract remain
in place until a new agreement is
reached.

“When negotiations reach an impasse,
the state’s Public Employment Relations
Commission (PERC) will appoint a me-
diator to work with both sides to get the
process moving,” Ms. Bilik continued.
At present, 67 of the 141 districts still in
negotiations for 2009-2010 are at im-
passe.

An NJSBA analysis of 2009-2010 con-
tracts shows that 65 percent include pro-
visions to rein in health benefit costs
compared to just over half last year.

Cost-containment provisions include:
Employee contributions toward insur-

ance premiums (presently, only 14 per-
cent include such provisions); less-costly
health insurance programs to new em-

ployees (45 percent of contracts); provid-
ing a basic employer-pay-all plan with
the option of employee-paid upgrades
(21 percent) and offering incentives to
waive district-provided coverage for those
employees covered by other health insur-
ance plans (66 percent).

The average salary increase for 2009-
2010 contracts settled to date is 4.47
percent, according to NJSBA.

Other trends in school district negotia-
tions include capping payment for un-
used leave time and placing controls on
tuition reimbursement.

The NJSBA reports that 31 percent of
2009-2010 contracts have agreements
leading to longer days or a longer school
year. In some instances, the additional
time may apply to teacher training; in
other cases, it may increase instructional
time, Ms. Bilik said.

According to the NJSBA, 71 percent
of the 2009-2010 teacher contracts place
controls on payment for unused sick leave.
Strategies can include monetary caps on
the overall payment, limiting the number
of days that can be cashed in, and ensur-
ing that payment is equivalent to the
salary in effect at the time the sick day
was earned.

Controlling tuition reimbursement:
School districts continue to negotiate
limits on tuition reimbursement, reports
NJSBA. Controls may include limiting
reimbursement to coursework related
to a teacher’s classroom responsibili-
ties; establishing “return service obli-
gations” that link tuition reimburse-
ment to a teacher’s employment in the
district for a specified amount of time;
and placing caps, or strengthening ex-
isting limits, on the amount of reim-
bursement.

TV 36 Offers Variety
Of Summer Programs
WESTFIELD – Westfield residents can

watch a variety of programs this summer
on WHS-TV, Channel 36.

Some of the features that are currently
airing and will be broadcasting through
September 6 include: The Westfield High
School commencement exercises of the
class of 2009, the 100th anniversary cel-
ebration of McKinley School and the
Sights and Sounds of 2009 (an assembly
of music, art and graphic design created
and performed by Westfield High School
students).

A high-quality tape of Westfield High
School’s 2009 graduation is available for
purchase by contacting
kjohnson@westfieldnjk12.org. WHS-
TV36 airs every Tuesday, Thursday, Sat-
urdays and Sunday on both Comcast and
Verizon.

For exact programming schedules,
check westfieldnjk12.org/tv.

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

One of the most unique youth pro-
grams in Union County has a very famil-
iar name: 4-H. Many of us know about 4-
H clubs from movies, books, or trips to
rural county fairs where youngsters dis-
play their skill in raising farm animals.
But 4-H thrives right here in our urban
communities, thanks to the efforts of vol-
unteers.

The 4-H pledge of head, heart, hands,
and health is meant to encourage young
people to contribute to society by devel-
oping their own capabilities. It helps them
to think independently, to feel connected
with other people, to pursue a skill or
passion, and to value their physical well
being.

Union County 4-H has almost two
dozen active clubs for students in first
through 12th grades. They reflect a good
deal of common ground with 4-H’s rural
roots, including gardening and animal
care. They also cover popular interests of
today such as digital photography, envi-
ronmental awareness, and even anime,
the new graphic art form.

Along the way, 4-H members learn
how to manage a real-life organization
and achieve goals. They learn how to
cooperate, share, and brainstorm together.
Volunteer leaders and parents guide ac-

4-H Volunteers Offer Their Hearts and
Hands to Union County Youths

tivities for younger members and help
them organize community service
projects. Older 4-H members run their
own meetings and plan their own events
with help from an adult volunteer advi-
sor.

These civics lessons are the foundation
of all 4-H clubs, and they are perhaps the
most valuable gift that a 4-H volunteer
can give. At every step of the way, our 4-
H club members learn how to reason out
problems and work through differences
in a thoughtful and respectful way, to
achieve something good for each other
and for the community.

When members of the 4-H Archery
Club recently attended a Freeholder meet-
ing, they were proud to know that their
own organization adhered to the same
rules and procedures. The citizens who
attended the meeting provided these young
people with a fine example of active civic
engagement, and that’s something we
can all be proud of, too.

A new 4-H season starts up with the
school year, so now is a perfect time to
find out how to become an adult volun-
teer, by contacting Union County’s 4-H
agent Jim Nichnadowicz at (908) 654-
9854 or
nichnadowicz@njaes.rutgers.edu.
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DAY WITH THE DINOSAURS…Visiting the Garwood Public Library on July
29, John Miller of Pearl Observatory in Gillette speaks with children and parents
about dinosaurs. He brought along several fossils and dinosaur bones for the
children to see and touch. Some of the fossils were found locally in New Jersey and
Pennsylvania, and some as far away as Utah. Mr. Miller also enlisted the
youngsters to help him build a model of a young allosaurus.

MR. AND MRS. JOHN G. O’BRIEN, JR.
(She is the former Miss Heidi Martindill)

Miss Heidi Martindill
Weds John G. O’Brien, Jr.

Miss Heidi Martindill of New York
City, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Chuck Martindill of Lancaster, N.H.,
formerly of Houston, Tex., was mar-
ried on Saturday, June 13, to John G.
O’Brien, Jr. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. John O’Brien, Sr. of Westfield.

Deacon Peter Walders of Orchard
Park, N.Y. officiated at the afternoon
ceremony, held in The Hall of Presi-
dents at Colgate University in
Hamilton, N.Y., with the bride given
in marriage by her parents. A recep-
tion followed at the Colgate Inn in
Hamilton.

Ms. Heather Martindill of Den-
ver, Colo., sister of the bride, served
as maid of honor. The bridal atten-
dants included Mrs. Jennifer
Holzapfel of Little Silver, N.J., sis-
ter of the bridegroom; Ms. Jesse
Loreto of Chevy Chase, Md. and
Ms. Iko Nishitani of New York City,
both college friends of the bride.

Michael Holzapfel of Little Silver,
brother-in-law of the bridegroom,
served as best man. The groomsmen
included the bridegroom’s college
friends, Theodore Crispino of New
York City, Steve LeBlanc of Leba-

non, N.H. and Kurt Leeper of Cleve-
land, Ohio.

The readers during the ceremony
were Ms. Christine Ott of New
Hope, Pa. and Matthew Coseo of
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., friends of
the bride and bridegroom.

The bride is a graduate of Bellaire
High School in Houston, Tex. She
graduated cum laude with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Economics
from Colgate University in 2002 and
in 2007 received a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree from the
Babcock School of Business Admin-
istration at Wake Forest University
in Winston-Salem, N.C. She is em-
ployed with Deloitte Consulting in
its Human Capital division.

Mr. O’Brien, who was raised in
Westfield, graduated from Westfield
High School in 1995. He also at-
tended Colgate University, gradu-
ating with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Economics in 1999. In 2006 he
received a Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree from the
Babcock School. Presently, he
works for Siemans Financial Ser-
vices in its Energy Group.

Bridal showers were held at Alice’s
Tea Cup in New York City, hosted by
the bridal party, and in Westfield at
the home of the bridegroom’s mother,
given by Mrs. Jennifer Holzapfel.
The parents of the bridegroom hosted
the rehearsal dinner, which was held
in Hamilton, N.Y. at the Seven Oaks
Country Club, and a luncheon in honor
of the couple at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield when they returned
from their honeymoon in Croatia.

The couple resides in New York
City.

Golden Agers Reveal Trips
For Upcoming Club Season
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Golden Agers Club will start
its new club year with a trip to Atlan-
tic City’s Showboat Casino on
Wednesday, September 9. The bus
will leave at 9:30 a.m. from the Scotch
Hills Country Club parking lot. The
cost is $22, with a $30 cash bonus.
Those interested are encouraged to
book early for this popular trip.

Celebrating its 44th year, the club

will start its new season on Thurs-
day, September 3, with the usual
business meeting and welcome after
the summer recess.

An outing is planned for Wednes-
day, October 7, to the Shawnee Inn
at the Delaware Water Gap in Penn-
sylvania. The bus will depart from
the Scotch Hills Country Club at 9
a.m. The $60 cost includes a histori-
cal, narrated trolley tour and a lun-
cheon featuring a choice of roast
beef tenderloin, stuffed boneless
chicken breast or tilapia dijonaise
followed by dessert and beverage.

The Gerry Gessie Duo will enter-
tain during the meal with music, com-
edy skits and more. There also will be
an opportunity to shop at Cody’s Gift
Shop. The tour will then proceed to
Marshalls Creek to the Christmas Fac-
tory and Country Kettle, where a spe-
cial gift will be presented to every-
one. Responses are required by Fri-
day, September 18.

The Golden Agers Club meets
weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, lo-
cated at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
Membership is open to all residents
age 55 and older.

The club year runs from Septem-
ber to June. Weekly activities in-
clude social bingo, crafts, special
occasion parties, luncheons and guest
speakers, among other offerings. Bus
service is available.

Membership, theater, musical re-
vues and other activity trips are open
to everyone. For trip details, call
Jean De Tore at (908) 889-4121 or
Mary De Jesso at (908) 654-4512.
Club information is available by call-
ing Marge Van Duyne at (908) 889-
4631.

1906 Bartle Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 • 908.322.7711

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY BY THE NJ SUPREME COURT

FORMER
PROSECUTOR

Scotch Plains
2007 & 2008

• DWI
• Traffic Violations
• Criminal Charges

in all courts

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Masons Offer Instruction
Free to Dyslexic Children

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 32nd De-
gree Masonic Learning Center for
Dyslexic Children will open for the
2009-2010 academic year on Mon-
day, September 14. Instruction at the
center is available free to all children
with dyslexia.

Located at 301 Forest Road in
Scotch Plains, the center is about to
begin its 13th year of serving dys-
lexic children and will provide ser-
vices for 41 students. Since its in-
ception in 1996, more than 300 chil-
dren have been helped by the center.

The Learning Center is supported
by the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,
and is run in collaboration with
Fairleigh Dickinson University in
Teaneck and Madison.

Teachers from Fairleigh Dickinson
University are first trained in a spe-
cialized curriculum-based program
and then provide one-on-one reme-

dial instruction for dyslexic children.
Dyslexia is a learning disability that

particularly affects school-age children
and makes it difficult for them to read,
write and spell. This can lead to emo-
tional and self-esteem problems
throughout their lives. The cost of tutor-
ing a child for a year is approximately
$5,000, and children usually require an
average of two years of tutoring.

All aspects of the Learning Center
program are financed by the Free Ma-
sons through their fund-raising efforts.
The Scotch Plains center houses 15
classrooms and primarily serves chil-
dren from Scotch Plains and 45 neigh-
boring districts, including Westfield,
Fanwood, Cranford and Clark.

For more information on the 32nd
Degree Masonic Learning Center for
Dyslexic Children in Scotch Plains,
interested individuals may call the
center at (908) 322-6241.

Temple Sholom Plans
Meet and Greet Event
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of

Fanwood/Scotch Plains will host a
prospective member meet-and-greet
event on Sunday, August 30, starting
at 4:30 p.m. Members, leaders and
clergy will be available to speak with
attendees and answer questions dur-
ing this casual get-together, which
will include wine and cheese.

For the location of the event and
directions, interested individuals are
asked to respond to (908) 889-4900
or sholom@sholomnj.org. Children
are welcome.

Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom
is a Reform Jewish Congregation
led by Rabbi Joel N. Abraham. The
temple and its religious school are
home to more than 240 families
from the greater Scotch Plains-
Fanwood area. Currently housed
within the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, the temple has purchased
five acres of land in Scotch Plains
for its future home.

Temple Sholom is a member of the
Union for Reform Judaism. For more
information about the temple or join-
ing the congregation, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites you to meet 
our members, leaders and clergy and find out if we are right for 
you. Learn about our innovative approach to Jewish education,

our warm and welcoming congregation and see why our
families—traditional, non-traditional and interfaith—have made 

Temple Sholom their home.

Who: Temple Sholom

What:  A casual get-together with wine & cheese

When:  Sunday, August 30, at 4:30pm

We’ll be gathering at a member’s home, so please rsvp to 908-889-4900 or 
sholom@sholomnj.org for directions. Children are welcome!

Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish Congregation led by Rabbi Joel N. Abraham. The 
Temple is home to more than 240 families. Currently residing within the Fanwood Presbyterian Church at 74 
S. Martine Avenue, the Temple has purchased land in Scotch Plains for its future home. For more 
information, visit www.sholomnj.org.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Valley Furniture Shop

SAVE 35%-50%
P L U S  U P  T O  A  $ 2 0 0  I N S TA N T  CA S H  R E B AT E *

PUT YOUR MONEY
IN YOUR MATTRESS

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort 
and quality, making it an 

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day 

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Set          $3510      $ 2099 $$ 22004499..

Full Set           $ 4210     $ 2499 $$ 22442244..

Queen Set       $ 4980 $ 2899 $$ 22779999..

King Set          $ 6680     $ 3899 $$ 33669999..

Limited Time Only!
* EXCE PTIONAL COMFORT
* NATURAL MATERIALS
* T W O-SIDED MAT TRE SSE S
* HANDCRAFTED QUALIT Y

Savoy

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Ea. Pc.     $ 1180    $659 $$ 664466..5500

Full Ea. Pc.      $ 1430    $ 799 $$ 777744..

Queen Set        $ 3120 $ 1699 $$ 11662244..

King Set           $4490    $ 2499 $$ 22339999..

Bancroft

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 300             $ 149    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 450             $ 249

Monday -  Saturday 10-5:30 •  Thursday unt i l  7  •  Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate on purchase 
of mattress or boxspring only.

Crystal

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 440             $ 239    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 590             $ 319

Queen Set       $ 1300 $ 699

King Set               $ 2080           $ 1149

Jade

Sugg.             SSaallee  

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 590             $ 319    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 750             $ 409

Queen Set       $ 1670 $ 899

King Set               $ 2590           $ 1399

Food Pantry Continues
To Benefit Those In Need
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – While the
current economic climate has forced
many people to cut back on their
expenditures, including charitable
donations, the generosity of local resi-
dents toward their neighbors in need
remains evident at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Food Pantry.

Housed on the first floor of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building on
Park Avenue, the pantry provides gro-
ceries, plus personal care and other
goods, to several dozen households
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Madeline Rutkowski, administra-
tive assistant in the Scotch Plains
township manager’s office, currently
oversees the program. Staff members
of various other municipal depart-
ments – along with volunteers from
the community – also lend a hand to
keep the pantry up and running.

With a freezer available on the pre-
mises, the pantry can keep both per-
ishable and non-perishable products
in stock. Donations for the pantry may
be brought to the municipal building
anytime during business hours.

Among those who have been pivotal
in enabling the pantry to continue serv-
ing the community is Gary Herzberg, a
Scotch Plains resident who created a
program called “Neighbor to Neigh-
bor” four years ago while still a senior
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
in an effort to increase donations.

Through “Neighbor to Neighbor,”
collection bins were provided to the
Scotch Plains Public Library and the
Fanwood Memorial Library where
patrons can drop off non-perishable
items for the pantry. While Mr.
Herzberg is away at college, his family
continues to pick up the donations
weekly and deliver them to the pantry.

Each Tuesday between 9:30 and 11
a.m., individuals have an opportunity

to visit the pantry and pick out grocer-
ies they need. Those who depend on
the food pantry run the gamut from
singles to families to senior citizens.

“I’m happy that our volunteers and
our generous residents are able to
provide food and other items to people
who cannot afford them, especially
in these difficult economic times,”
said Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool. She added that she hopes to
work with local houses of worship to
develop a more “concerted effort” in
addressing the needs of disadvan-
taged members of the community.

A couple of years ago, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr established a
collection bin at Fanwood Borough
Hall that also helps supply the pantry.
While donations have been “pretty
consistent,” Mayor Mahr said she
hopes to see them increase.

“I really want people who are strug-
gling to know they are not alone and
that assistance is available,” she said.
“The idea that anyone has to go to bed
hungry is not a nice thought. The food
pantry is a nice example of how we
can help each other, especially in
difficult times.”

Non-perishable items needed by
the pantry include canned fruits and
vegetables, canned meals, rice, pasta,
spaghetti sauce, macaroni and cheese,
beef stew, tuna, peanut butter, jelly,
cereal, soup, juice, tea, coffee, mus-
tard and ketchup. There also is a need
for personal care products such as
soap, shampoo, hair conditioner,
moisturizing lotion, toothpaste,
mouthwash, shaving supplies and
deodorant, and for cleaning products
like laundry detergent.

Wendy Herzberg of Scotch Plains,
Gary’s mother, picks up donations
weekly at the library bins. She also
collects weekly donations of bread,
rolls, pastries, cookies and brownies
from the Swiss Pastry Shoppe in
Scotch Plains for the food pantry.

She noted that “every summer it’s
slower,” but that when people see
reminders about the food pantry, they
are “very generous.”

Gary Herzberg reflected on how
the current recession could impact
the level of donations to the pantry in
upcoming months. “If people are
tightening their belts, they may not
have as many resources to donate,”
he said. “However, if they are tight-
ening their belts, they also may be
able to greater empathize with those
who need the food pantry.”
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Mary L. Howard, 86
Mary L. Howard, 86, of Westfield

passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
August 11, surrounded by her loving
family.

Born in Dyersburg, Tenn., she was
raised in the suburbs of Detroit, Mich.,
and lived in Westfield for over 50
years.

Her life revolved around her family.
She had a love of gardening and cook-
ing and her passion was oil painting.

She was the beloved wife of the
late Jack Howard, who predeceased
her in 1982. A granddaughter, Tammy
Sands, also predeceased her.

Mary was the devoted mother of
Darlene Jaye, Jack Howard, II and his
wife, Carol, and Lorna Ganci and her
husband, Steve. She was the loving
sister of Jo Kroening and the late
William French, and also will be
deeply missed by her three grand-
children, Jack Howard, III, Matthew
Howard and Kyle Goins; her great-
grandson, John Sands, and her two
great-great grandchildren.

Private funeral services were held
under the direction of the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

August 20, 2009

Janette Waldron, 79
Janette Ronner Waldron, 79, a long-

time resident of Haverhill, Mass. and
a 1947 graduate of Westfield High
School, passed away on Friday, June
5, in Haverhill after a short illness.

Janette was the daughter of the late
Edward and Jane Ronner of Westfield.
She was a Registered Nurse and a
graduate of the Salem Hospital School
of Nursing.

Surviving are her sister, Aileen
Ronner Brasko of Stuttgart, Ark.; four
daughters; nine grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Tuesday, June 9, at the All Saints
Church in Haverhill. Burial took place
at Saint James Cemetery in Haverhill.

Arrangements were by the Farmer
and Sons Funeral Home of Haverhill.

August 20, 2009

John Rahilly, Was Sports Enthusiast;
Worked In Corporate Management

John Rahilly passed away after a
long illness on Wednesday, August
12, 2009. He was a resident of Con-
cord, Mass.

Known to his family and close
friends as “Thumper,” he was born
August 12, 1943 in Youngstown,
Ohio, the first of Bernard and Anne
Rahilly’s six children. He spent the
early 1950s to the late 1960s as a
resident of Westfield at 335 Wood-
land Avenue.

John was a graduate of the
Lawrenceville School in
Lawrenceville, N.J. Following gradu-
ation in 1962, he joined the Marine
Corps and served in Vietnam from
1964 to 1965. After his discharge
from the service, he attended Cornell.

John spent his business life in vari-
ous corporate management positions
and in a number of entrepreneurial
ventures. He enjoyed hiking, birding
and golf. A loyal New England sports
fan, John also was a gifted gardener,
a great appreciator of music and an
avid reader of history.

He leaves a daughter, Susanna, of

North Andover, Mass.; a decade-long
companion, Mary Sterling of Con-
cord, Mass.; brothers David of Troy,
Ill. and Philip of New London, Conn.,
and sisters Anne Crawford of
Needham, Mass. and Susan of
Brookline, Mass. A sister, Elizabeth
(Bonnie), predeceased him.

Contributions in his memory may
be made to The Jimmy Fund/PMC,
10 Brookline Place, West, Sixth
Floor, Brookline, Mass. 02455-7295.

Arrangements are under the care of
the Dee Funeral Home of Concord,
Mass. For the online guest book, please
visit www.deefuneralhome.com.

August 20, 2009

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

– Obituaries –
Marjorie Maddocks, 90, Worked at ‘Y;’

Was Devoted to Her Loving Family
Marjorie C. Maddocks, 90, for-

merly of Berkeley Heights and a
longtime resident of Westfield, and
a resident of the Getz Personal Care
Home in Jonas, Pa. for four-and-a-
half years, passed away on Thurs-
day, August 13, at the Mahoning
Valley Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Lehighton, Pa.

Marjorie was the loving wife of
the late Robert R. Maddocks, who
passed away in 1998.

She was born in Altoona, Pa. on
November 24, 1918, the daughter
of the late Edward D. and Clare B.
(Simmers) Harris.

Marjorie was a graduate of the
Altoona High School Class of 1937.
She was a member of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield and a past

member of the First Church of the
Brethren in Altoona.

In the early years of her marriage,
she lived in Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Oklahoma and New Jersey.

She had been employed as a secre-
tary at Reliance Electric Company
in Cleveland, Ohio and in the 1960s
worked for the YMCA in Westfield.

Marjorie’s family meant the world
to her, and she felt completely sup-
ported through their closeness and
love for one another.

She will be deeply missed by her
loving daughter, Jamie M. Garner,
and son-in-law, Robert D., of
Albrightsville, Pa. Marjorie was a
kind and gentle grandmother to her
two grandchildren, the Reverend
Jennifer L. Goggins and her hus-
band, Dr. Rory B. Goggins, of Paris,
Tenn. and Lindsay G. Murphy and
her husband, Richard J., IV, of
Westfield, and her two great-grand-
children, Brendan R. and Kathryn
L. Goggins. Also surviving are a
brother, Charles D’Neil “Neil” Har-
ris and his wife, Virginia, of Erie,
Pa.; two nephews and several great-
nieces and nephews. She was pre-
ceded in death by a niece, Susan L.
Showalter.

A funeral service was held on
Monday, August 17, at the Donald
N. Gower Funeral Home, Inc. of
Gilbert, Pa. The Reverend Jennifer
L. Goggins officiated.

A prayer service was held yester-
day, Wednesday, August 19, at the
Alto Reste Park Chapel in Altoona,
also with Reverend Goggins offici-
ating. Interment followed at the Alto
Reste Park Cemetery in Altoona.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made in loving
memory of Marjorie C. Maddocks
to the Alzheimer’s Association NE
Region, 63 North Franklin Street,
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18701 or to Heart-
land Hospice, Attention: Merrie
Machose, 881 Marcon Boulevard,
Suite 3700, Allentown, Pa. 18109.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

George V. Romeo, 78
George V. Romeo, 78, of Bayville,

formerly of Westfield, passed away
peacefully on Monday, August 17, at
Community Medical Center in Toms
River, surrounded by his loving family.

George had been a partner in
Romeo’s Gulf and Auto Sales in
Westfield.

He was a member of the Masonic
Lodge in Linden and served in the
New Jersey National Guard.

George was the devoted father of
David Romeo of Florida and Susan
Romeo of Colorado, and the loving
brother of Russell Romeo and Frances
Ridge and her husband, Walter. He
also will be deeply missed by his
granddaughter, Madison Romeo of
Florida, and fondly remembered by
his longtime companion, Violet
Bajada of Belleville.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, August 20,
at the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

A Funeral Mass will be celebrated
at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, August
21, at the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield. Burial will
take place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

August 20, 2009

Area Temple to Hold
Barbecue August 30

AREA – Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah invites all prospective, new
and current members to a barbecue
on Sunday, August 30, beginning at
4 p.m. at the Temple House, located
at 117 John Street in Clark.

Parking will be available in the
temple lot. The temple is located at
111 Valley Road in Clark. Partici-
pants will have an opportunity to
enjoy food and fellowship with
members of the temple, its sister-
hood and men’s club. For more in-
formation, call (732) 381-8403.

Cruise Brunch to Benefit Hospice
SUMMIT – The Overlook Hospi-

tal Auxiliary’s Summit Twig 5 invites
the public for a Sunday brunch aboard
the 130-foot-long Cornucopia Prin-
cess on October 4. This cruise is part
of Summit Twig 5’s Friends of Hos-
pice Annual Campaign to support the
many services of Atlantic Hospice.

Participants will board the ship,
after parking in the free lot provided,
at 11:30 a.m. The ship will cast off
from Perth Amboy at noon and cruise
along the Raritan Bay up to the
Verrazano Narrows Bridge, then re-
turn to Perth Amboy at 2:30 p.m.

Brunch will feature omelets, a salad
bar, carving stations, chicken dishes,
fresh fish and pasta selections. There
also will be a gourmet assortment of
pastries, international desserts and a
complimentary glass of champagne,
mimosa or fruit juice. For additional
beverages, a cash bar will be available.
The meal will be enhanced with live
music and views of both the open sea

and the Gateway National Recreational
area as the cruise proceeds along the
shoreline. Patrons also will have ac-
cess to a 15,000-square-foot observa-
tion deck.

Atlantic Hospice focuses on en-
hancing the quality of life for those
dying of advanced illness and sup-
porting family members and
caregivers through their loss. The cost
of the cruise is $70 per person, with a
portion going directly toward sup-
porting this non-profit organization.
Those interested in attending or need-
ing more information, call (973) 379-
8440, extension no. 8956, and leave a
message. The deadline for reserva-
tions is Friday, September 18.

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

Margaret Albert, 80, Longtime Resident;
Had Been Accountant and Treasurer

Margaret V. Albert, 80, of Scotch
Plains died on Monday, August 17,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Roselle Park, she lived in
Scotch Plains for 56 years.

A 1946 graduate of Rahway High
School, Mrs. Albert had worked as
accountant and treasurer of D & M
Meat Products in Newark before
retiring in 1991.

Her husband, Douglas N. Albert,
and her brother, Louis Valenti, III,
predeceased her.

Surviving are her sons, Douglas
N. Albert, II and Wayne B. Albert;
two daughters, Patrice Albert
Sjursen and Lynn A. Felt; her
brother, Kenneth Valenti; her sister,
Marian Finn, and three grandchil-
dren, Taylor and Kimberly Felt and
Jude Albert.

The funeral will be held at 9 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, August 21, from
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral
Mass will be offered at 10 a.m. at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church, 1571 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. Interment will

follow at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
Plains. Visitation will take place from
2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
August 20.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076. For additional informa-
tion or to express condolences, please
visit fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Ervin S. Stockwell, III, Was Educator;
Had Great Passion For Literature

Leslie F. Naulty, 86, Navy Veteran;
Was Retired District Sales Manager

Leslie “Les” Fairfax Naulty, 86,
of Mountainside died on Thursday,
July 23, at home.

Born in Passaic to the late Leslie
Fairfax Naulty and F. Elizabeth
Reardin, he lived his formative years
in Connecticut. He had lived in
Westfield from 1956 to 1987, when
he and his late wife moved to
Mountainside.

Mr. Naulty served in the United
States Navy during World War II
and attended the University of Con-
necticut. He had worked for Uni-
versal Cyclops Specialty Steel Cor-
poration, retiring as district sales
manager after 35 years.

He was predeceased by his wife
of 45 years, Betty Ann Naulty.

Surviving are his children,
Sharon, Sherburne and his wife,
Robin, and their two children, Jen-
nifer and Samantha, and Robert and
his wife, Betsy, and their daughter,
Caroline.

Services were held on Tuesday,
July 28, at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations can be made
in his name to the Overlook Hospi-
tal Foundation and will benefit can-
cer research.
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Ervin Stockwell, III

Career educator, traveler, beloved
brother, brother-in-law and grand
uncle, Ervin Sidney Stockwell, III
passed away on the 31st of July 2009
in Houston, Tex. Born in Norwood,
Mass. on the 23rd of July 1927, Mr.
Stockwell was raised in Sharon, Mass.
and graduated from
Sharon High School,
Class of 1945. He
served his country hon-
orably as a private in
the United States Army,
stationed in Japan and
Korea from 1945 to
1947. Mr. Stockwell
received his Bachelor
of Arts degree in En-
glish in 1951 from the
University of Massa-
chusetts at Amherst,
followed by his Master
of Arts degree in En-
glish from Boston University in 1953.

Over the next four decades, Mr.
Stockwell was a teacher at several
leading private secondary schools
around the United States, including
Maumee Country Day School
(Maumee, Ohio), as well as Breck
School (Minneapolis, Minn.) and St.
John’s School (Houston, Tex.), where
he also served as chairman of the
English departments. Mr. Stockwell
had great passion for many forms of
English, American and Greek poetry
and literature, from Chaucer to
Shakespeare, Mark Twain and Homer.
While a new century dawned, em-
phasizing e-mail and texting, he taught
generations of students the value and
the beauty of fine literature.

While living throughout the United
States and traveling extensively
abroad, Mr. Stockwell was an eighth
generation New Englander whose
forebear, William Stockwell, landed
in Ipswich, Mass. in 1652. He never
lost his Boston accent. He held a
lifelong interest in Stockwell family
history, always seeking, as teachers
do, to connect the living together

with their past. He taught by example
the finest of qualities: faith in God,
scholarship, modesty, integrity and
kindness.

The son of Ervin Sidney Stockwell,
Jr., founder of E. Sidney Stockwell
Import Export of Boston, and Helen

(Matheson) Stockwell of
Sharon, Mass., he leaves
his brother, Richard
Matheson Stockwell,
M.D., and sister-in-law,
Beatrice Clayton
Stockwell, of Farmington,
Conn., as well as four
nephews, their wives, and
10 grand nieces and grand
nephews, including Rich-
ard, Donna, John and
Abigail Stockwell, West
Hartford, Conn.; David,
Sharon, Andrew and
Caroline Stockwell,

Westfield, N.J.; Christopher, Joan,
Jason, Thomas and Julia Stockwell,
Marblehead, Mass., and Philip, Su-
san, Eve, Charles and Henry
Stockwell, Barrington, R.I., as well
as dear and helpful friends, former
colleagues and students in the Hous-
ton, Tex. area.

Arrangements in Houston are en-
trusted to Geo. H. Lewis and Sons –
The Funeral Directors, (713) 789-
3005, www.geohlewis.com.

The funeral service will be con-
ducted at eleven o’clock in the morn-
ing on Friday, August 21, at the Holy
Spirit Episcopal Church, 12535
Perthshire Road, Houston, Tex.,
where the Reverend Patrick M. Hall,
assistant rector, will officiate.

Immediately following the service,
all are invited to greet the family
during a reception in the adjacent
fellowship hall.

In lieu of usual remembrances, con-
tributions in memory of Mr. Stockwell
may be directed to Holy Spirit Epis-
copal Church, 12535 Perthshire Road,
Houston, Tex. 77024.

August 20, 2009
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 Pages 9-12
Charles Darwin Publishes

Theory of Evolution – 8-20-1858

Probitas Verus Honos

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 10
The 12th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 10 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
will include youth baseball.

VAN NAME HITS HR, 4 RBI; SMITH, CESARE 4-FOR-5

Val Decorators Rip Sofa Kings
For ‘B’ Division Crown, 19-10

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It took years in the making, but Val
Decorators finally captured the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League “B”
Division crown, scoring seven runs in
the seventh and five runs in the ninth
inning, en route to a stunning, 19-10
victory over the Sofa Kings in Game
2 at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on August 11.

Featuring a 27-hit attack, Ryan Van
Name (4-for-5, 4 RBI) set the pace
for the Vals by smashing a solo home
run in the fifth inning. Nick Smith (4-
for-5, 2 RBI) ripped two doubles and
Nick Cesare (4-for-5) cracked two
doubles and scored once. John Hagey
(2 runs scored) slapped three singles
and Mike Jakubik (3 runs scored)
tapped a pair of singles. Drew Miller
singled twice and scored twice, Matt
Canfield and Jimmy Tavormina each

doubled and scored twice, and Mike
Benak added two singles and scored
once. Chris Bakazan doubled and
singled, while Enrique Gomez and
Drew Koski each singled.

Brian Schiller led the Sofa Kings’
21-hit total with three hits, including
a double, and scored two runs. Chris
Houlihan (3 runs scored) tripled and
singled, while Billy Mariani went 3-
for-3, including a double, and scored
once. Craig Gatto tripled, singled and
scored a run, and Jay Everett singled
twice and scored twice. Brandon
Lorenz had a pair of singles and scored
once. Dave Belford, Willy Towles
and Mike Otchy each singled twice
and Ed Belford contributed a single.

Brilliant defense surfaced and the

first sign came in the second inning
when Sofa King leftfielder Schiller
robbed Miller of a double with a
head-jolting sliding snag. Dave
Belford chased down two difficult fly
balls in the outfield and Ed Belford
added a magical backhanded grab in
the sixth. A train wreck occurred in
the fifth inning when Schiller
steamrolled into third base only to be
derailed on impact by Smith. Val’s
Gomez was sensational with two fine
putouts in leftfield and Mariani from
his catching position, nailed a runner
heading to second in the seventh in-
ning.

“Our first championship ever! It
feels great! Pitching, hitting, speed
and defense, it was all there through-
out the season. Today, the outfielders
led by Enrique sparkled. They threw
the ball back quickly preventing run-

HOMES WILL OFFER:
· New Cul-de-sac location.
· Designs by the Award Winning Architectural firm  of Beer and Coleman. 
· Floor plans starting at 4000 square feet 
· 3 Car Side Entry Garage’s
· Finished Basements (2 of 3 with Walk Out Potential)
· Landscape Package including sod, lawn sprinkling, retaining walls, and shrubs.
· Half acre + lots backing up to St. Helen’s Church and Tamaques Park 
· Generous allowances for cabinets, countertops, appliances, light fixtures, and Front Door. 

All Sales through Daunno Realty Services, LLC. For new home standards or a brief description of the construction process, 

please feel free to call us at 732-396-3995 or visit us on the web at: www.daunno.com

Pre-Construction Pricing starting at $1,749,000.

Subject to errors and omissions. Prices and incentives subject to change without notice. Qualified Buyers Only. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no 
barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
Forest Glen Estates is a 3 lot 
sub-division on a new cul-de-sac 
located in Westfield, New Jersey. 
The new road has been constructed 
adjacent to Rahway Ave and will be 
exclusive to the three homes. 

Daunno Development Company, LLC

is Proud to Present

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference 
to the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to 
change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not 
made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to 
the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. 
Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the 
prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

BROKERS
WELCOME

A Family Finds a Home
at The Savannah

35 Luxury Condominium Residences  
For Those 55-plus in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

By Appointment Only  Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900 
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

w w w . T h e S a v a n n a h W e s t f i e l d . c o m

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,   
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties,  

elevators to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

The Savannah has CLOSED ON 5 MORE HOMES and  
SIGNED 7 MORE CONTRACTS since the end of May!

The Savannah...distinctive five-story, European-inspired building  
just steps from Westfield’s famed downtown...  

Mr. and Mrs. Roden who have just moved into the Savannah stated: “The beauty of the 

European-inspired architecture, the spacious residences and the elegant finishes and  

appointments charmed the entire family. They felt that The Savannah would not  

only endure the test of time – just like the best of the pre-war construction  

that is traditional of Westfield - but will remain a beauty even in its  

golden years. From the courtyards to the smallest details,  

The Roden Family felt The Savannah exuded a charm  

that makes it a welcome addition to Westfield’s  

celebrated downtown district as well as the  

regal residential architecture  

of the surrounding  
community.”

KELLY, WATT DRIVE IN 2 RUNS; CAHILL 3-FOR-4, 3 RBI

Poplar Place Plates 5 in Sixth,
Sinks Midway in Playoffs, 9-7

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midway Avenue did almost every-
thing right and had victory in sight
until Poplar Place broke open a tight
battle with five runs in the sixth in-
ning to earn a 9-7 victory in Fanwood
Old Men’s Softball Association first-
round playoff action at LaGrande Park
in Fanwood on August 14.

Midway mound ace Eddie Perez,
recovering from a leg injury, limited
the Poplar sluggers to 10 hits, while
walking 10 and fanning two. Poplar
men Mike Kelly and Grant Watt each
produced two singles and scored
twice. Ryan Comer singled and scored
twice. John Meskers and Bill Guarneri
each had a single and an RBI. Leadoff
hitter Bryan Smith doubled and scored
once and T.J Smith cracked a double,
while Kevin Newell contributed a
single.

The Midway gunners had 14 hits
and were led by Matt Cahill, who
rapped three singles and had three
RBI. Anthony Blasi went 3-for-4, in-
cluding a double, and scored once.
Perez doubled in two runs and singled
and Kyle Adams rapped two singles
and scored once. Jason White doubled
and singled, while Mat Blasi and Paul
Meade (stolen base) each contributed
a hit.

Poplar second baseman T. J. Smith
reacted quickly to initiate a force play
in the fifth inning. Right-centerfielder
Meskers made two fine running
catches and shortstop Bryan Smith
snagged a steaming liner in the sev-
enth for the final out. Midway second
baseman Cahill snagged a ball about
three inches off the ground and
stepped on second for a double play
in the third. Anthony Blasi scooped a
grounder, checked the runner consid-

ering taking third and fired to first
(Koski) for an out in the first. He
repeated the feat in the second inning.

“Let them hit it to me all day long,”
hollered Anthony.

Midway fired the first shot with
one run in the top of the first inning,
when White hammered a double to
left and scored on Cahill’s single.
Midway added a run in the third.
Anthony Blasi and Cahill tapped
back-to-back singles and Adams
rapped an RBI single. Midway’s guns
got active again with five runs in the
fourth. Mat Blasi singled to deep
centerfield, Meade walked and Perez
yanked a two-run double to right.
White sizzled a single and Anthony
Blasi launched a shot that defoliated
a tree in right center for a RBI double.

“In April without the leaves on the
trees, that would of gone out,” hollered

8-20-1938 – Lou Gehrig Hits
23rd Career Grand Slam

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Investors Savings/Deegan
Val Decorators/T&J Outlaws

St. Jude/St. David Softball
Poplar Place/Watson FOMSA

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CRACKING THE BARRIER AS “B” DIVISION CHAMPS...After many years, Val Decorators got the opportunity to
celebrate by winning the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League “B” Division crown. Team members include: Chris Bakazan,
Enrique Gomez, Ryan Van Name, Nick Smith, Jim Tavormina, Nick Cesare, Mike Jakubik, Drew Koski, Mike Benak, T.J.
Reilly, Matt Canfield, John Hagey, Charlie Meechan, Drew Miller and Dan McCreesh.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SIMO SMACKS 2-RUN HR; KAUFFMAN, BERGER 3 RBI

Investors Top Deegan, 17-11,
To Grab ‘A’ Division Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Game 3 of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League “A” Division Cham-
pionship was predicted to be a high
scoring one and it was when defend-
ing champions, Investors Savings,
cashed in on lucrative sixth and sev-
enth innings to surpass Deegan Roof-
ing, 17-11, at the Union County Vo
Tech Field in Scotch Plains on Au-
gust 17.

The top-seeded Investors won

Game 1 in a 4-3 nail biter, then
dropped Game 2 to the Roofers, 11-7,
to force a showdown Game 3.

Prior to the game, Deegan out-
fielder Marty Marks, a veteran of
several leagues who has been with
the league 10 years, commented, “At
this point, looking around, I am prob-
ably the second oldest guy on this
team next to grandpa (Tom) Straniero.
I am ‘O’ for! In this league, I have
been in the finals a few times but my
nemesis seems to be Investors. They
have beaten us every time. This has
probably been the closest as I have
gotten to a championship in this
league. To hold this team to 11 runs in

two games is astonishing. I think it’s
going to take double digits to win,
probably somewhere close to 20 runs.”

Investors veteran, Steve Barba, a
1979 New Providence High School
graduate, who has won several titles
in the New Providence League, said,
“Last year I joined Investors and we
won the championship. More than 15
years, I have been in this league.”

“Everybody wants to win. We have
our two main guns, two big outfield-
ers (Todd Simo and Scott Savarese)
back in the lineup tonight,” said In-
vestor veteran Emidio Monaco, a 1982
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
graduate. He added, “With this league
(I have been) 25, 27 years now and we
are going after our fifth champion-
ship (as Investors Savings).”

Through the years, Monaco has
also played for such teams as Sneaker
Mania, World Arrow Tours and Park
Avenue Florists to name a few.

The two main guns did contribute
to Investors’ 20 hit total in Game 3.
Simo scored three times, singled and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUGHT IN A RUNDOWN…Deegan’s Marty Marks scrambles to get back to third base but is tagged out by Investors
catcher Neil Kauffman as Deegan’s Tom Straniero, left, and Investors pitcher Ron Germinder look on.
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click Archives.

August 17, 2006: Strong defensive
performances kept scoring spurts to a
minimum in Antone’s Pub & Grill’s
6-3 victory over Awnings Galore in
Game 1 of the A Division semifinal
series of the Union County Senior
50+ Softball League playoffs at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains.
Particularly fine performances were
turned in by both second basemen –
Antone’s Tom DeRocco and Awnings’
Brian Grandstrand. Ron Kulik
cracked a solo homer.

August 16, 2005: Pitcher Al Betau,
with help from catcher Larry “Young
Yogi” Berra, got very tough after
yielding three runs in the first inning,
limiting second-seeded D&K Asso-
ciates to just one run in the remaining
six innings. His team, Lombardi &
Greenkeepers, cruised to a 13-4 vic-
tory in Game 1 of the Union County
Seniors 50+ Softball League, Divi-
sion 1 semifinals at Memorial Field
in Westfield. Tom Straniero hit a solo
blast and added a two-run single,
while scoring twice. “Clouting Keith”
Gibbons (3-for-3, 3 RBI, 3 runs
scored) added a two-run homer to his
list of 11 homers and “ole No. 8,”
Larry Berra went 3-for-3 with three
RBI and a run scored.

August 20, 2003: Four costly er-
rors by Westfield PD 2 and a four-run
explosion in the top of the fourth
resulted in a 9-5 victory for the Union
County Correctional men in Union
County Police League, American
Division quarterfinal action at Me-
morial Park. Eric Lieberman launched
a two-run homer in the first and Greg
Kasko triggered a run-scoring double
in the fifth.

August 18, 2002: “Base Ball” bats

Union County Senior 50+
Softball Playoff Results:

made of maple wood or ash, catching
the ball barehanded, unique fair/foul
rules, three balls equals a walk, and a
five-cent fine for verbal misconduct
make up some of the rules of 1874
style vintage base ball – two words.
The original “boys of summer,” the
Elizabeth Resolutes, comprised pre-
dominantly of players from the
Westfield and Scotch Plains area and
the Atlantic Base Ball Club from
Brooklyn went nose-to-nose at Echo
Lake Park and the locals prevailed,
20-13. Mike Flanagan led the Reso-
lutes’ 24-hit bombardment with four
hits, four runs scored and three RBI
and virtually insured victory by cap-
ping a seven-run seventh inning with
a colossal two-run homer.

August 17, 2000: Fifth-seeded
Willoughby Road awakened at
LaGrande Park with an offensive blitz,
which resulted in a 14-4 lullaby that
put fourth-seeded Mattress Factory
(Hunter Avenue) to rest in the
Fanwood Old Men’s Association
playoffs. Ralph Russo applied the
largest sedative with two unbeliev-
able home runs, which would only
seem to come true in dreams.

50+ A DIVISION:
SMC 6, American Legion/LLG 2
American Legion/LLG 7, SMC 6
American Legion/LLG 10, SMC 1

Al Betau hit two home runs to
support his good pitching effort. The
entire team contributed to the victory,
led by Richard Regenthal, Steven
Pietrucha, Thomas MacDermant and
Paul Southwick.

American Legion/LLG advanced
to the semifinal round.
Buffy’s Tavern 17, D&K Associates
2
Buffy’s Tavern 18, D&K 1

Buffy’s Tavern advanced to the
semifinal round.

50+ B DIVISION:
Linda’s Driftwood Bar & Grill 16,
Iceman’s Karaoke 8

Ten Linda’s players drove in runs
in this total team effort. Joe Adase,
Keith McDede, Ron Horinko and Mac
Kowalski had multi-hit games.
Linda’s Driftwood Bar & Grill 26,
Iceman’s Karaoke 10

As a team, 10 Driftwood players
contributed RBI.

Linda’s Driftwood Bar & Grill ad-
vanced to the next semifinal round.

Contact Lens & Vision 18, North-
western Mutual 10

Led by the four-hit performances
of Jerry Archibald and Ed Quinn,
Contact Lens & Vision plated six
runs in the first inning and never
looked back.

60+ DIVISION:
LA Law 11, The Office 0

An undermanned Office squad faced
LA Law in the rubber game of their
quarterfinal playoff series at Tremley
Field, but it was a lack of offense that
doomed the barmen as LA Law pre-
vailed to advance to the semifinal
round. Although The Office hit sev-
eral balls hard, they managed only six
hits. LA Law scored five runs in the
bottom of the first and added three
more in both the fourth and sixth in-
nings to put the game away.

LA Law defeated The Office two
games to one.
Creative Industries 15, Associated
Auto Parts 8

Auto men Pete Ierino, Phil Fink,
Dave Goodman, Jim Spitler, John
Tomaine and Larry Bodine had multi-
hit games. Creative leads the best of
three quarterfinal series one to zero.
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Val Decorators Rip Sofa Kings
For ‘B’ Division Crown, 19-10

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

ners from advancing, along with smart
plays getting people out at the plate,”
said team captain T.J. Reilly. “Our
offense was clutch. With two outs, we
made the hits count and kept the game
going. Seventh and ninth inning!
Doubles and triples! That was the
difference in the game. Their out-
fielders cheated and played in so we
went with the long ball,” added Hagy.

Bakazan doubled and scored on
Van Name’s single in the top of the
first inning. Two stolen bases later,
Tavormina’s sac fly put the Decora-
tors in front 2-0, but the Kings tied it
with two hits on back-to-back sac fly
balls from Everett and Houlihan.

At the beginning of the second in-
ning, Ed Belford yelled, “Let them
chase us!” Mariani and Schiller re-
sponded with singles, two more RBI
singles gave the Kings a 4-2 lead. In the
fourth, the Decorators hung three runs
on the board, highlighted by Jakubik’s,
Miller’s and Benak’s RBI, then tacked
on one run in the fifth when Van Name
launched his solo blast to left field to
put the Vals on top 6-4.

However, six Kings rolled over the
plate in the bottom of the fifth. Gatto
tripled and scored on Schiller’s
double, but play was temporarily
halted when Schiller collided with
Smith at third. After the clean up, Ed

Belford singled. Then Towles yelled,
“Keep the bats rolling!”

Everett heeded the call with an RBI
single, Houlihan lofted a two-run
triple to left-center and scored on
Lorenz’s single. John Lyp walked,
Towles singled and Mariani cracked
an RBI double that gave the Kings a
10-6 lead.

After the Kings’ big roll, Koski
resounded, “Come on guys, take the
lead now!”

The Decorators responded with
seven runs on eight hits, including
three doubles, in the seventh to grab a
13-10 lead. Van Name added an RBI
sac fly in the eighth then the Decora-
tors put the icing on the cake with five
runs in the ninth.

“Congratulations to the Decora-
tors! They have some good sluggers.
No matter where I threw the ball, they
made good contact and made the hits
count,” said Sofa Kings’ Gatto. “We
won it last year and we’re proud to be
here again this year. This is a team
made up of dedicated veteran players
with plenty of talent. You never know
who steps up in clutch moments.
Unfortunately, we fell a little short at
the end today but the effort certainly
was there.”
Val Decorators 200 310 715 19
Sofa Kings 220 060 000 10

FINE SOFTBALL SEASON…The Westfield 14U girls travel softball team
finished second in the Parkway Invitational Softball League. Westfield finished
the regular season, 8-2, and lost, 4-1, to Elmora in the championship. Pictured, left
to right, are: kneeling, Rebecca Kiefer, Sarah Seitz, Natalie Tupper, Tara Bange,
Gabby Panarese and Nicole Boretz; back row, Head Coach Chuck Seitz, Zoe
Greenburg, Assistant Coach Bob Gallagher, Aditi Jain, Tara Reardon, Emily
Greenberg, Molly Jennings, Colleen Gallagher, Taylor Barber and Assistant
Coach Christine Feldbauer.

The seventh reporting period has
come to a close with a shuffling of the
top five. Stan Klaus kept the top spot
for the sixth period in a row with wins
over Joe Buda (6-3, 6-4) and Andrew
Skalkin (6-1, 6-4).

The number two position changed
hands four times. Andrew Federbusch
was the final person to occupy the
second position after a 6-1, 6-3, win
over Tom Bauer. Bauer briefly occu-
pied the second position with a hard
fought 6-3, 6-7 (1), 7-5 win over
Robert Errazo before the loss to
Federbusch pushed him to the third
position. Errazo, despite wins over
previous number two Buda (10-7)
and Richard Pardo (6-1 7-5), dropped
to the fourth position after the Bauer
match. Buda fell to the fifth position
due to the aforementioned losses.

Joshua Suri continued to be the most
active member with 37 matches played,
four coming in the last two days of the
reporting period. The eighth and final
reporting period ends on Monday, Sep-
tember 7, with the end of year playoffs
immediately starting thereafter. Mem-
bers need eight matches played on the

season to qualify for the playoffs. Re-
port all match activity to Richard Pardo
at rspardo531@msn.com.
  1. Stan Klaus (13)* 30. Olga Yee (8)
  2. Federbusch(13)*31. Andy Cohen(6)
  3. Tom Bauer(17)* 32. Chris Farella(4)
  4. Rob Errazo(13)* 33. E. Bronander(4)
  5. Joe Buda (18)* 34. Warren Friss (1)
  6. Tuyen Diep(31)* 35. B. Zweiback(5)
  7. Mike Gonella(9)*36. Mike Muroff(2)
  8. Weldon Chin(15)*37. Don Beal (2)
  9. Rich Pardo(20)* 38. Dave Tibbals(2)
10. F. Adriaens(10)* 39. Ben Chen (1)
11. Chris Miller (8) 40. Hong Jiang (3)*
12. Sravan Emany(3)41. R.-Lafemina(4)
13. Tony Marotta(8)*42. Don Dohm (1)
14. Andy Skalkin(16)*43. A. Haddad (4)
15. Josh Suri (37)* 44. Mitch Mankin(1)
16. M. Rappoport(7)* 45. Steve Natko (1)
17. Rich Stewart (2) 46. Joe Donnolo
18. I Bouchouev(11)47. Ethan Krell
19. Steven Lee (4)* 48. Vince Camuto
20. Daniel Ives (9)* 49. Manny Erlich
21. Mike Manders(2)50. Zac Friss
22. Chris Bonn (6)* 51. Todd Krell
23. Chris Wendel(7) 52. Rich Boland
24.T. Bigosinski(7) 53. Ernest Jacob
25. Doug Loffredo(6)*54. Peter Lyons
26. Bill Wilhelm (4)* 55. Lane Maloney
27. Andy Ross (15)* 56. J. Tannenbaum
28. Nate Weiss(10) 57. Doug Walters
29. David Ferio(8)* 58. Jackie Walters

59. Pete Magierski
( ) Cumulative matches
*Match played in period

WTA Open Singles Tennis Ladder Told:

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLISION AT THIRD…Sofa King Brian Schiller attempts to get to his feet
after a collision at third base.

David B. Corbin (Late July 1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLISION AT HOME…Checchio’s Brian Chapman, left, collides with Mat-
tress Factory catcher Chris “Red” Masterson.

August 12, 1999: Two-time defend-
ing Union County 50+ Softball League
champions Comcast Cablevision was
dethroned by Antone’s Pub & Grill, 7-
6, in the semifinals at Warinanco Park
in Elizabeth. Griller Bob Matten scored
what turned out to be the winning run
after thumping a leadoff triple in the
seventh.

August 20, 1998: Defending
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball League
Champions Russell Road advanced to
the finals by rumbling over Poplar Place
in six innings, 13-6, in the second game
of its semifinal series at LaGrande Park.
Joe Walsh, Lou Danielle and Scott
Johnson all jolted spectacular home
runs to insure the victory.

1078 Sunny View Rd, Mountainside A beautiful  

property with deck & patio surrounds this custom built 
home. The interior boasts an updated kitchen that opens to 
the family room, sun room & dining room. The master 
suite boasts a sitting room, large walk-in closet & a gran-
ite accented bath.  Highlights include cac & a winter view. 
Presented for $ 749,999. Dir: Summit Rd to Sunny View

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct  
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

5 Mountainview Dr, Mountainside  Classic Colonial 

boasting a family room, updated eat-in kitchen, charming 
formal rooms, office & sunroom. There is a master bed-
room with full bath, three more bedrooms, an updated hall 
bath & a picturesque yard with patios. Presented for: 
$925,000. Dir: Lawrence to Hillside to Mountainview

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Open House Sunday, August  23rd 1 - 4 pm 

Open House Sunday, August  23rd 1 - 4 pm 

Open House Sunday, August  23rd 1 - 4 pm 

224 Prospect St Unit 7B, Westfield One block from 

town, this two bedroom, two bath town home features 
hardwood floors, a living room with fireplace, formal din-
ing room, an eat-in kitchen. laundry room, storage room, 
central air & a one car garage. For Sale $525,000./For 
Rent $2,200. Dir: E. Broad to Prospect 

Open House Sunday, August  23rd 1 - 4 pm 

6 Carol Road, Westfield This spacious home boasts  

an updated eat-in kitchen, family room, dining room & an 
enclosed porch. The master bedroom with bath joins three 
more bedrooms & an updated bath. A beautiful property & 
a splendid location add to the allure of this home. Pre-
sented for $769,000. Dir: E. Broad to Wychview to Carol
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Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 
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weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS SCOTCH PLAINS SCOTCH PLAINS

MOUNTAINSIDE WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

EXPANDED RANCH NEEDLE POINT HOMES SPLIT LEVEL

CENTER HALL COLONIAL CENTER HALL COLONIAL

THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

$799,900 $898,500 $629,000

$799,900

$2,795,000

Welcome to this spectacular spacious sprawling 4 Bedroom, 3 Full and 2 Half Bath
Expanded Ranch. This near acre of property is situated on one of the most picturesque cul-
de-sacs in Scotch Plains. This lovely home boasts an open floor plan with large rooms...perfect
for entertaining family & friends. Enjoy two master suites on the first level. Family room
extends into great room with floor to ceiling windows, high wood beamed ceilings and
sliding doors to deck and pool area. Giant finished basement with recreation room, big
storage area and workout area. A 2 car attached garage and the backyard is an oasis in a truly
private setting. MLS # 2703923

This Custom designed Needle Point Homes is Certified “GREEN” through the National
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and Certified Energy Efficient through NJ Energy
Star Program. This home has 4 large Bedrooms, Luxurious Bathrooms, First floor office,
Custom Trim, Stained Oak Floors, Built-Ins and a spacious Family Room with a gas
fireplace that opens to a designer Gourmet Kitchen appointed with Viking Appliances. The
convenient floor plan includes a Mud Room, Master Bedroom Suite with a bright Sitting
Room and amenities to numerous to mention. Experience gracious living in these stunning
homes. MLS # 2598853

Hurry to see this large 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath home in a terrific location; featuring a new
master bedroom and bath and huge Family Room with wet bar. Very convenient to NYC
transportation, schools and parks. Enjoy this summer on the large deck overlooking the park
like backyard with in-ground swimming pool and Koi pond. Possible in-law or au pair suite
on ground floor. MLS # 2695677

All Brick/Stone 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial with old world charm and
today‘s amenities. A 2 story entrance, Great Room and Recreation Room with gas fireplace,
Gourmet Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 car garage, full finished basement, 2 zone HVAC, stone patio
on a cul-de-sac. Yesterday‘s grandeur, today‘s technology, tomorrow‘s dream. MLS#2659080

Charming Center Hall Colonial in picturesque neighborhood. This cozy 4 Bedroom, 2.5
Bath Home is situated on a large .25 acre corner lot steps from the scenic Tamaques Park.
The entrance vestibule on the first floor invites you into the generously proportioned 1st
floor which features Living Room with a wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Family Room and cozy Kitchen with a separate eating area. The 2nd floor boasts 4 spacious
Bedrooms including a large Master Bedroom Suite and additional Full Bath. In addition,
this quaint home features numerous upgrades and amenities. The oversized property is
located on a very quiet, winding street minutes to schools and town. MLS #2666909

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

$1,500,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

FIORE, DeCHIARO, EVANS, NEWTON RIP 3 HITS EACH

St. Jude Softball Men Shock
David ‘Team Supreme’, 12-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. David, top dogs in the Saints
Division of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League, had its con-
cerns when only 10 of 15 “Team
Supreme” players showed up at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains to
face a hungry St. Jude team on Au-
gust 14.

Fearful of failure, David player Tom
Henderson said to The Leader/Times
reporter, “You picked the wrong time
to cover us. There’s nobody here.”

Although nursing a broken hand
from a recent game, David slugger
Art Hobble, on the injury list, de-
cided to pitch in as a first base coach.
“I thought I would give somebody a
rest since they only have 10 guys.”

Despite his effort, St Jude feasted
on 20 singles and held the “Team
Supreme” to 13 hits in a 12-7 victory.
Jude’s Jason Fiore reached base safely
in all four of his at bats by whacking
three singles and reaching on an error
in leftfield, while scoring twice and
having an RBI. Joe DeChiaro (RBI)
and Bruce Evans both went 3-for-3
with a run scored and Paul Newton
went 3-for-3 with two RBI. Keith
Middleton (RBI) and Dan Nigro each
singled twice and scored twice. Brian
Williams singled, scored twice and
had an RBI sacrifice fly. John Deitch
singled, scored once and had two
RBI, while Dave Weishadle singled,

scored once and had an RBI. Rich
Polhamus poked an RBI single.

Veteran Tom Maher led St. David
with three singles and a run scored in
his three at bats. Marty Bernstein
(RBI) singled twice and scored once,
while Jeff Friedlander (RBI) singled,
doubled and scored once. Paul Ross
tapped an RBI single, tripled and
scored once. Al Betau slipped in a
two-run double, walked and scored
once. Steve Polak and Henderson both
singled and scored, Dave Rothenberg
singled and Tom Baldowski had an
RBI sacrifice fly.

Defensively, Weishadle robbed
Karl Grossmann and Rothenberg of
hits with a pair of fine catches in right
field. Fiore snagged a low liner in
centerfield, Evans absorbed a liner at
third base and shortstop DeChiaro
initiated a second (Williams)-to-first
(Nigro) double play. St. Dave pitcher
Betau initiated a 1-6-3 (Betau,
Bernstein, Friedlander) double play
in the sixth inning.

Jude jumped on David early with
four runs in the top of the first inning.
Nigro and Middleton singled, Will-
iams launched an RBI sac fly to cen-
ter then a throwing error allowed
Middleton to score. Fiore singled and
later scored on Deitch’s sac fly.
Weishadle singled and scored on
Newton’s single to right.

Betau, who walked, and Fried-
lander, who doubled, respectively

scored on Baldowski’s sac fly and
Ross’ single to center in the bottom
of the inning but the Daves added
even more starch to the scoreboard
with four runs in the second to take
a 6-4 lead. Bernstein wiggled an
RBI single, Betau slipped in his op-
portunistic two-run double and Fried-
lander dribbled a confusing, every-
body safe fielder’s choice to score
another run.

Williams singled and scored in the
third to make the score, 6-5. With the
score the same entering the fifth,
Jude’s Evans suggested, “Let’s get
some hits! If we hit, we win!”

Interestingly, Evans punched a
leadoff single then Nigro and
Middleton followed with singles to
add a run. Williams reached on an
error at second then Evans shouted,
“We haven’t gotten started yet! Make
this a big inning!”

Fiore drilled an RBI single and
Deitch singled. Another run scored
on a groundout to second then
DeChiaro and Newton plopped back-
to-back RBI singles. Polhamus
brought home the seventh run of the
inning with his single to give Jude a
12-6 lead. David answered with a run
in the bottom of the fifth on Ross’s
triple that was also misplayed but the
“Team Supreme” remained silent for
the remainder of the game.
St. Jude 401 070 0 12
St. David 240 010 0 7

Tom Smith.
Cahill followed with his two-run

double, upping the lead to 7-0. Poplar
woke up and sparked with four runs
in its half of the inning, highlighted

by Kelly and Comer’s two-run singles.
Midway’s guns went silent but

Poplar’s determination took hold with
five runs in the sixth. J.J. DeNoia

walked, Kelly singled, Meskers
wiggled an RBI single to right and
Comer ripped a two-run single that
knotted the score at 7-7. Watt jolted a
two-out single and Guarneri lofted an

RBI sacrifice fly ball to make the
score, 9-7.

“You needed that situation,”
hollered Tom Smith to Watt after the
inning.

Poplar Place added the finishing

touch with three fine defensive plays
in the seventh.

“Basically, the way the game went
the first four innings, everything went
our way. Everyone hit the ball, it

landed in the right spot and we scored
seven runs. That was it for us. From
the fifth inning on, everything they
hit fell in the right spot, they had a
couple of big key hits and they took it.
Both sides played fantastic defense.
Unfortunately, Perez was out for three
weeks with a bad knee; he was a little
rusty but pitched a good game despite
the walks,” said Midway team cap-
tain White.

“We got down early but did not
quit. Up and down the lineup, I think
everybody had a couple of hits and a
couple of key RBI. You have to take
advantage of the free passes and you
get the key hits. That’s what we did
tonight,” said Poplar catcher Kelly.
“Lance Wildstein pitched a good
game. I tried to move him in and out.
Sometimes he hits his spots really
well. We go inside. He hit inside. We
go outside. He hit outside, so we had
them off-balance and it showed the
last couple of innings. They started
popping the ball up and tried to do too
many things with each at bat. It was
great and a total team effort.”
Midway Avenue 101 500 0 7
Poplar Place 000 405 x 9

WTA Open Doubles
Tennis Ladder Update:

At the end of the seventh and next
to last reporting period, Weldon Chin
and Rich Pardo occupied the top slot
due to the inactivity of the Tom
Brennan/Rich Stewart team. The next
reporting period marks the end of the
regular season on Labor Day, Sep-
tember 7. Players are reminded that
six (6) matches are required to play in
the post-season playoffs.
  1. Weldon Chin/Rich Pardo(10-4-1)*
  2. John Mancini/Max Mancini(2-5-1)*
  3. Mike Gonnella/Bill Wilhelm(11-4)*
  4. Tom Brennan/Rich Stewart(6-1)
  5. Doug Loffredo/Pete Magierski(1-1)
  6. Mike Muroff/Manny Erlich (1-1)
  7. Chris Wendel/Don Dohm (3-3)
  8. Joshua Suri/ Ray Russo (1-8)
  9. Steven Lee/Chris Farella (0-4)
10. Erik Bronander/Dave Tibbals(1-1)
11. Peter Lyons/ Yun Won Cho (0-4)
( ) Indicates W-L record
* Match played in reporting period

Poplar Sinks Midway in FOMSA Playoffs, 9-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

VERY AGILE WITH THE GLOVE AT SECOND...Midway second baseman Matt Cahill snags a liner, and then puts on
the tag on Poplar slugger Bryan Smith for a double play. Poplar, however, won the battle, 9-7.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WTA Masters Singles
Standings Update:

At the end of the seventh and next
to last reporting period, Janice
Honymar moved to the top with wins
over John Mancini (8-6) and Mike
McGlynn (8-7 tiebreaker) after los-
ing 8-7 to Peter Lee. The next report-
ing period marks the end of the regu-
lar season on Labor Day, September
7. Players are reminded that eight
matches are required to play in the
post-season playoffs. Report matches
to mcglynn.mike@gmail.com

  1. Janice Honymar (15)*
  2. John Mancini (12)*
  3. Peter Lee (9)*
  4. Mike McGlynn (10)*
  5. Joe Donnolo (6)
  6. Chris Wendel (10)
  7. Don Dohm (2)
  8. Nancy Freundlich (2)
  9. Jim Oslislo
10. Willie Moyler (1)
* Match played in period
( ) Total matches played

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY PRODUCTIVE EVENING AT THE PLATE…St. Jude’s Paul Newton went 3-for-3 with an RBI and a run scored
against the St. David “Team Supreme”.
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Investors Top Deegan, 17-11, for Division Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

smashed a two-run homer, and
Savarese tripled, singled and scored
twice. Monaco rapped a pair of RBI
singles and scored twice. Veteran Neil
Kauffman (3 RBI) slapped a pair of
singles and a two-run double and
scored twice. Rookie Cory Berger
ripped a two-run single and an RBI
double and scored once. Jon Lehberger
(RBI) scored three times and tapped a
pair of singles and a double. Mark
Nies poked an RBI double and a single
and scored once. John Rachko stepped

to the plate twice, punched a pair of
singles and scored once. Tim Walsh
lined an RBI double, Brian Dayton
singled and scored, and Ed Zazzali,
who made a game-deciding, nose-div-
ing catch in right field in the ninth
inning, scored once.

Marks had a pair of RBI singles
and scored twice in the Roofers’ 17-
hit total. Rich Carlucci cracked a two-
run homer. Kevin Spellman went 3-
for-4 with three runs scored and an
RBI, while Mike Juchnik and Kevin
Woodring each had three singles and
scored twice. Rich Banasiak (3 RBI)
made all for of his plate appearances
worth while with a pair of RBI sacri-
fice flies and a pair of singles. Mike
Parkhill (RBI) singled twice and
scored once. Brady Lau singled once
and had an RBI sac fly.

Both teams jumped out of the gate
quickly with the Roofers plating five

runs in the top of the first, capped by
Carlucci’s two-run shot in the top of
the first, and the Investors answering
with four runs, highlighted by Simo’s
two-run blast to center. Kauffman
hopped an RBI single in the second
inning to tie the score 5-5 but Deegan
scored four runs in the third and an-
other two runs in the fifth to seize an
11-5 lead.

Due to the baseball field dimen-
sions at the Vo Tech Field, the Inves-
tors abandoned their tactics of hitting
the long ball and decided a nickel-
and-dime approach that paid divi-
dends in the sixth inning and in the
seventh. Berger and Walsh capped
the five-run sixth inning with back-
to-back RBI doubles and Berger
capped the seven-run seventh with a
two-run single.

Rachko, who relieved starting
pitcher Ron Germinder in the eighth,
limited the Roofers to a single in the
eighth inning and two singles in the
ninth.
Deegan Roofing 504 020 000 11
Investors Savings 410 005 70x 17

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

STATEMENT

THE BOND ORDINANCE PUBLISHED HEREWITH HAS BEEN FINALLY ADOPTED
ON AUGUST 11, 2009 AND THE 20-DAY PERIOD OF LIMITATION WITHIN WHICH
A SUIT, ACTION OR PROCEEDING QUESTIONING THE VALIDITY OF SUCH
ORDINANCE CAN BE COMMENCED, AS PROVIDED IN THE LOCAL BOND LAW,
HAS BEGUN TO RUN FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
STATEMENT.

ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
ORDINANCE NO. 09-10-S

BOND ORDINANCE REAPPROPRIATING $200,000 PROCEEDS OF OB-
LIGATIONS NOT NEEDED FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES FOR THE
ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS BY THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1:
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-39, it is hereby determined that $200,000 of the bond

proceeds of obligations originally made available from capital surplus derived pursuant
to the following ordinances of the Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, New Jersey is
no longer necessary for the purposes for which the obligations previously were autho-
rized. Each amount is listed under the column, “Balance to be Reappropriated, “ and is
further described by reference to the number of the bond ordinance pursuant to which
such amounts have been made available, the original appropriation made by the bond
ordinance, and the description of the improvement for which such amounts originally
were appropriated.

The $200,000 bond proceeds to be reappropriated are made available as follows:
Ordinance Appropriation Description of Improvement Balance to be
Number Reappropriated
03-08-S $  200,000 Various capital improvements $  200,000

TOTAL $  200,000
SECTION 2:
The total amount of $200,000 referred to in Section 1 above is hereby reappropriated

as follows:
Reconstruction of Russell Road, Fire Department retaining wall improvements, im-

provements to Belvidere Road, sidewalk replacement, road resurfacing and renovations,
curb replacement and rescue  squad stretcher. $  200,000

SECTION 3:
The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the provisions

of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form
promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital
budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government
Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the
Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.

SECTION 4:
This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final

adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law.
1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $86.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 09-07-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
PROTIONS OF CHAPTER 137
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD TO
PROVIDE FOR IDENTIFICA-
TION AND TREATMENT OF
ABANDONED BUILDINGS
AND TO RENAME THE CHAP-
TER, UNFIT AND
ABONDONED BUILDINGS

and the amendment thereto was passed
and adopted on the second and final read-
ing at a meeting of the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fanwood held on Au-
gust 11, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

STATEMENT

THE BOND ORDINANCE PUBLISHED
HEREWITH HAS BEEN FINALLY
ADOPTED ON AUGUST 11, 2009 AND
THE 20-DAY PERIOD OF LIMITATION
WITHIN WHICH A SUIT, ACTION OR
PROCEEDING QUESTIONING THE VA-
LIDITY OF SUCH ORDINANCE CAN BE
COMMENCED, AS PROVIDED IN THE
LOCAL BOND LAW, HAS BEGUN TO
RUN FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS STATEMENT.

ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
ORDINANCE 09-09-S

BOND ORDINANCE AMEND-
ING BOND ORDINANCE NUM-
BER 07-11-S FINALLY
ADOPTED BY THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
NEW JERSEY ON JULY 3,
2007

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of
all the members thereof affirmatively con-
curring), AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Bond Ordinance of the
Borough Council of the Borough of
Fanwood, in the County of Union, New
Jersey (the “Borough”) entitled “Bond Or-
dinance Providing an Appropriation of
$1,513,000 for Various Capital Improve-
ments for and by the Borough of Fanwood
in the County of Union, New Jersey and
Authorizing the Issuance of $1,258,750
Bond or Notes of the Borough for Financ-
ing Part of the Appropriation” finally adopted
on July 3, 2007 (the “Ordinance”) is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

Section 2. Section 3(a)(2) and 3 (a)(5) of
the Ordinance is hereby amended by in-
serting at end of each clause the following:

“and the reconstruction of Russell Road,
Fire Department retaining wall improve-
ments, improvements to Belvidere Road,
sidewalk replacement, road resurfacing
and renovations, curb replacement and
rescue squad stretcher.”

The Ordinance is hereby further
amended by deleting the reference of
$1,513,000 for the appropriation and esti-
mated cost and substituting in lieu therefor
$1,713,000. The increase of the appro-
priation is derived from a grant expected to
be received from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation in the amount of
$200,000.

Section 3. The capital budget of the
Borough is hereby amended to conform
with the provisions of this ordinance to the
extent of any inconsistency herewith. The
resolutions in the form promulgated by the
Local Finance Board showing full detail of
the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director of
the Division of Local Government Ser-
vices is on file with the Clerk and is avail-
able there for public inspection.

Section 4. This Section 4 constitutes a
declaration of official intent under Trea-
sury Regulation Section 1.150-2. The Bor-
ough reasonably expects to pay expendi-
tures with respect to the Improvements
prior to the date that the Borough incurs
debt obligations under this Bond Ordi-
nance. The Borough reasonably expects
to reimburse such expenditures with the
proceeds of debt to be incurred by the
Borough under this Bond Ordinance. The
maximum principal amount of debt ex-
pected to be issued for payment of the
costs of the Improvements is $1,258,750.

Section 5. All other provisions of the
Ordinance shall remain unchanged.

Section 6. This amendatory bond ordi-
nance shall take effect twenty days after
the first publication thereof after final adop-
tion as provided by Local Bond Law.
1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $77.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

STATEMENT

THE BOND ORDINANCE PUBLISHED
HEREWITH HAS BEEN FINALLY
ADOPTED ON AUGUST 11, 2009 AND
THE 20-DAY PERIOD OF LIMITATION
WITHIN WHICH A SUIT, ACTION OR
PROCEEDING QUESTIONING THE VA-
LIDITY OF SUCH ORDINANCE CAN BE
COMMENCED, AS PROVIDED IN THE
LOCAL BOND LAW, HAS BEGUN TO
RUN FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS STATEMENT.

ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
ORDINANCE 09-11-S

BOND ORDINANCE AMEND-
ING BOND ORDINANCE NUM-
BER 07-21-S FINALLY
ADOPTED BY THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
NEW JERSEY ON NOVEM-
BER 20, 2007

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of
all the members thereof affirmatively con-
curring), AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Bond Ordinance of the
Borough Council of the Borough of
Fanwood, in the County of Union, New
Jersey (the “Borough”) entitled “Bond Or-
dinance Providing an Appropriation of
$2,000,000 for the Acquisition of Property
in Borough of Fanwood in the County of
Union, New Jersey and Authorizing the
Issuance of $2,000,000 Bond or Notes of
the Borough for Financing Part of the
Appropriation” finally adopted on Novem-
ber 20, 2007 (the “Ordinance”) is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

Section 2. Section 3(a) of the Ordinance
is hereby amended in its entirety as fol-
lows:

“(a)  The Improvements hereby autho-
rized and the purpose for the financing
of which said obligations are to be
issued is for the acquisition of property
located at 238 South Avenue and 41
Second Street (Block 64, Lots 4 and
21), including the demolition of the
building thereon and environmental
cleanup, and including all work and
materials necessary therefor and inci-
dental thereto.”

The Ordinance is hereby further
amended by deleting the reference of
$2,000,000 for the appropriation and esti-
mated cost and substituting in lieu therefor
$2,100,000. The increase of the appro-
priation is derived from a reappropriation
from capital surplus in the amount of
$100,000.

Section 3. The capital budget of the
Borough is hereby amended to conform
with the provisions of this ordinance to the
extent of any inconsistency herewith. The
resolutions in the form promulgated by the
Local Finance Board showing full detail of
the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director of
the Division of Local Government Ser-
vices is on file with the Clerk and is avail-
able there for public inspection.

Section 4. This Section 4 constitutes a
declaration of official intent under Trea-
sury Regulation Section 1.150-2. The Bor-
ough reasonably expects to pay expendi-
tures with respect to the Improvements
prior to the date that the Borough incurs
debt obligations under this Bond Ordi-
nance. The Borough reasonably expects
to reimburse such expenditures with the
proceeds of debt to be incurred by the
Borough under this Bond Ordinance. The
maximum principal amount of debt ex-
pected to be issued for payment of the
costs of the Improvements is $2,150,000.

Section 5. All other provisions of the
Ordinance shall remain unchanged.

Section 6. This amendatory bond ordi-
nance shall take effect twenty days after
the first publication thereof after final adop-
tion as provided by Local Bond Law.
1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $81.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, August 11,
2009 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC”

Purpose: The following parking spaces
are hereby set aside and reserved for the
vehicles of handicapped persons:

along the easterly curbline of Lincoln
Avenue, in front of house Number 1111

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, September 1, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
August 11, 2009 the following ordinances
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING
THE RETROFITTING OF EX-
ISTING STORM DRAIN IN-
LETS ON PRIVATE PROP-
ERTY   WHICH ARE IN DI-
RECT CONTACT WITH RE-
PAVING, REPAIRING, RE-
CONSTRUCTION OR RESUR-
FACING IN ACCORDANCE
WITH REQUIREMENTS OF
THE NEW JERSEY D.E.P.
AND THE NEW JERSEY
D.O.T.

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTAB-
LISH REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE PROPER HANDLING OF
DUMPSTERS AND OTHER
REFUSE CONTAINERS IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH REQUIREMENTS OF
THE NEW JERSEY D.E.P.

were adopted on second and final read-
ing

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
SEPTEMBER 3, 2009, at 7:30 pm, in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment will hold a public hearing in the first
floor Council Chambers to consider the
following appeals:

Michael Ashworth, for a variance in
order to construct a six (6) feet fence in the
front yard at property known as 2066
Church Avenue, Block 2402, Lot 11, R-3A
Zone contrary to the following section of
the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3(o) Allowed: 4 feet; Pro-
posed: 6 feet.

Mr. Candido Rodriguez and Diene
Hernandez Rodriguez, to subdivide one
of the two existing bedrooms making three
bedrooms for property known as 29
Yarmouth Village, Block 13701.36, Lot 03
CYO29. The application is in violation of
the following section of the Scotch Plains
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-6.1(a)-Non-Conforming
Uses: No non-conforming use may be
expanded.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, to allow the installation of a 4
feet x 8 feet light box with LED sign to
replace the existing sign at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, 667 Westfield
Road, Block 3301, Lot 32. The application
is in violation of the following section of the
Scotch Plains Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-7, Signs: Changeable mes-
sage signs are not permitted.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to these
applications are in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue,
2nd Floor, Scotch Plains and available for
public inspection during regular office
hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $41.82

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCOTCH PLAINS LEAGUE “A” DIVISION CHAMPS…Investors Savings defeated Deegan Roofing, 17-11, in Game 3 to
claim the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League A Division title. Pictured, left to right, are: Scotty Savarese and Steve Barba;
second row, Ron Germinder, John Rachko, Joe DiFabio, Tim Walsh, Ed Zazzali and Brian Dayton; back row, Neil
Kauffman, Cory Berger, Dave Maisson (alias), Emidio Monaco, Mark Nies, Todd Simo, John Pelazzallo and Jon Lehberger.

Union Catholic H. S. Begins
Construction on Turf Field

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
Catholic (UC) High School Principal
Sister Percylee Hart joined school
administrators, project engineers and
student representatives last month for
a ground-breaking ceremony at the
site of a new, synthetic surface turf
field and track facility.

Funded by private donors, the new
facility replaces the existing athletic
field at the rear of the high school and
is designed to accommodate several
sports teams and athletic programs.

The facility includes regulation-
size, all-weather fields for soccer,
lacrosse, softball and baseball, with a
practice track and a cheerleading drill
area. The current phase of develop-

ment is scheduled for completion by
late September to coincide with the
start of the 2009-2010 academic year.

The redesigned track-and-field
complex will also be used year-round
for physical-education classes and
recently revived intramural programs.

“The construction of this state-of-

the-art athletic facility is a momen-
tous event for us at Union Catholic,”
said Sister Hart. “It brings new life
and energy to our mission of helping
students grow both in the classroom
and on the field of play.”

Bill Butler, a representative of the
school’s consultative board and a
physical plant committee member,
called the project a tribute to the
leadership of Union Catholic. “For a
private, faith-based school with no
public support to undertake an initia-
tive like this shows the amazing loy-
alty and support of UC alumni, par-
ents and friends.”

Additional features of the site,
slated for future completion, include

extensive bleacher seating, a full-
service concession stand, team dug-
outs, a restroom and storage facility,
as well as lighting and landscaping
elements.

“We’ve taken a quantum leap in the
quality of the athletic programs we’ll
be able to offer our students in the
future,” said Athletic Director James
Reagan. “With an all-weather play-
ing surface, we’ll be able to complete
all of our home games, something we
couldn’t do during rainy seasons in
the past due to bad field drainage.

And we won’t have to transport stu-
dents off campus for team practices
anymore, which had been a huge in-
convenience.”

Susan Dyckman, a UC parent and
current member of the school’s Con-
sultative Board, said her committee
studied many athletic facilities when
planning the new UC complex.

“We wanted a complete facility
that would have a positive impact on
the entire UC community,” she said.
“Now, we can offer prospective UC
students a first-class Catholic educa-
tion along with a first-class athletic
facility.”

Rey Lopez, Union Catholic’s se-
nior shortstop, said the new track and

field lets other schools know that UC
is serious about athletics. “This is
going to help us attract better base-
ball players and better athletes in
general. And there will be no more
tryouts in the gym.”

Union Catholic has scheduled an
open house for Thursday, October
8, at 7 p.m. for families with chil-
dren interested in attending the
school. The evening event will in-
clude a tour of the new track-and-
field facility. For further informa-
tion, visit unioncatholic.org or call
(908) 889-1600.

FIELDING A WINNING TEAM…Seen at turf field’s ground-breaking above, from left to right, are: James Reagan, Sr.,
athletic director; Bill Butler, school consultative board and physical plant committee member; Sister Percylee Hart,
principal; Susan Dyckman, school consultative board and current UC parent; Daren Phil, Suburban Engineers, and Greg
Sharp, LandTek.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 09-12-R

AN ORDINANCE CREATING
CHAPTER 258 OF THE BOR-
OUGH CODE TO REQUIRE
THE RETROFITTING OF EX-
ISTING STORM DRAIN IN-
LETS IN THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD

and the amendment thereto was passed
and adopted on the second and final read-
ing at a meeting of the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fanwood held on Au-
gust 11, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 09-13-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 250 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, SOIL REMOVAL
AND RENAMING THE CHAP-
TER, LAND DISTURBANCE

and the amendment thereto was passed
and adopted on the second and final read-
ing at a meeting of the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fanwood held on Au-
gust 11, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 09-06-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 110 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD TO INCREASE
THE FEE FOR PLENARY RE-
TAIN DISTRIBUTION LI-
CENSES

and the amendment thereto was passed
and adopted on the second and final read-
ing at a meeting of the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Fanwood held on Au-
gust 11, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 09-08-122

CONTRACTOR: EcolSciences, Inc.;
75 Fleetwood Drive, Suite 250,
Rockaway, New Jersey

NATURE OF SERVICE: Environmen-
tal Consulting Services, Site Investigation
and Remedial Investigation, Block 64, Lots
4 and 21

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than July 31, 2010

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $32,988.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO RE-BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town Of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 a.m. prevailing time on Tuesday,
SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 for the following:

2009 FURNISHING AND DE-
LIVERY OF RADAR SPEED
SIGNS

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to ensure ex-
ecution of the contract.

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.

Specifications may be seen or PICKED-
UP at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey. The Mayor
and Council reserve the right to reject any
bid, and to waive any informality in any bid,
if in the interest of the Town, it is deemed
advisable to do so.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 8/20/09, The Leader Fee: $33.66
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CLASSIFIEDS

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

908-209-0104 email: brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000     Free Designs & Consultation

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored
Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring
Finished Basements & Repairs

A & J  PAINTING
“The Painting Pros”

Interior & Exterior

Painting & Staining

Deck Sealing & Staining

Complete Power Washing Services

732-388-0717
Ask for John

NJHIC#13VH00608200     Fully Insured

Free Estimates

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

A–1  PAINTING &
POWERWASHING
Specializing in Refinishing Aluminum Siding

Victorian Homes – Interior  & Exterior
Masonry, Decks, Houses

Wallpaper Removal
Discount for Senior Citizens

908-233-1078
Ask for Steve

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Handy manny
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED, SECOND GENERATION CARPENTERS

Custom Additions & Renovations
Add-A-Levels & Dormers
All General Repairs

Custom Carpentry & Painting
Garages & Decks
Kitchens & Bathrooms

908-868-2844
    Fully Insured – References – NJ Lic.# 13VHOO225300

aLL WORK GUaRanTEEd – FREE ESTImaTES

Finish Basements & French Drain Systems

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
SEPTEMBER 3, 2009, at 7:30 pm in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment will hold a public hearing in the first
floor Council Chambers to consider the
following appeal:

Louis Novello, for a variance to con-
struct a three-car detached garage at 2059
Westfield Avenue, Block 2601, Lot 19
contrary to the following section of the
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-6a(3), That no nonconform-
ing use may be expanded.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 8/20/09, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
September 15, 2009, for the

“2009 TOWNWIDE THERMO-
PLASTIC STRIPING IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as described in the Contract Specifica-
tions, and Proposals shall be in accor-
dance with such Drawings and Specifica-
tions and the terms proposed in the Con-
tract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

22,000 linear feet of 6 inch wide Ther-
moplastic Long-life Striping, White

22,000 linear feet of 12 inch wide Ther-
moplastic Long-life Striping, White

44,000 linear feet of Removal of traffic
stripes

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($25.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $25.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advis-
able to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 8/20/09, The Leader Fee: $63.75

Volunteer Guild Watch Sale
To Benefit Runnells Patients
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The Vol-

unteer Guild of Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County will fea-
ture a sale by “Time Marches On” –
watches with contemporary styling
at discount prices – on Thursday, Sep-
tember 10.

The vendor will take an additional
20 percent off the already discounted
prices. This sale will be held from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in Runnells’ multi-
purpose room at 40 Watchung Way in
Berkeley Heights.

“All sales are open to the public,”
said Union County Freeholder Chester
Holmes, liaison to Runnells Special-
ized Hospital. “A percentage of each
purchase made at these sales is cred-
ited to the Volunteer Guild. They use

all funds raised to enrich the lives of
residents and patients by obtaining
items that may include televisions,
DVD players and prizes for their bingo
games, as well as paying for a variety
of entertainment throughout the year.

“The Guild, which makes vendor
sales possible, also sponsors a holi-
day party/gift distribution and a sum-
mer ice cream social in cooperation
with the Berkeley Heights Lions
Club,” Mr. Holmes added.

The Volunteer Guild and the Office
of Volunteer Services at Runnells are
always interested in recruiting volun-
teers. Flexible hours and a variety of
opportunities exist with resident con-
tact, as well as other tasks. Anyone
seeking further information is asked
to call the Office of Volunteer Ser-
vices at (908) 771-5847.

Dolores Geisow

Woman’s Club Invites
New Members to Join
WESTFIELD – On behalf of the

Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW),
Club President Dolores Geisow has
extended an invitation to women in
the Westfield area to become a part of
the WCW and enjoy its various ac-
tivities.

The club’s contributions extend to
Children’s Specialized Hospital, Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts, the United
Fund, Overlook Hospice and the Cen-
ter For Hope Hospice and Palliative
Care, in addition to many others.

The club’s continual volunteer ser-
vices support meals for the hungry,
shelters for abused women, Christmas
treats for veterans and The Commu-
nity Food Bank of New Jersey in Hill-
side, among other endeavors. Speak-
ers, social events and recreation round
out the WCW’s offerings.

Open enrollment is continuous. All
are welcome to join, and membership
is not limited to Westfield residents.
For further information, a brochure
and application, contact: Woman’s
Club of Westfield, P.O. Box 2428,
Westfield, N.J. 07091 or call (908)
233-2339.

GARAGE SALE

Fri & Sat (9/21 & 9/22) 9-4PM
801 Grant Ave., Westfield

Mountain Ave to Woodland
Housewares, books,

LeBron James rookie set,
clothing, electronics, misc

SITTER AVAILABLE

My sitter has worked with my family
for 2 years. As my youngest is
beginning school, we will no longer
need a sitter. She is a very warm,
caring, responsible, conscientious
and flexible person who has
provided a safe and loving
environment for my children. She
does not drive but is always
punctual using mass transit.
Please call (908) 789-1947 for
references or call her directly at
(908) 246-0452.

NEED NANNY IN WESTFIELD

Looking for sweet, caring nanny
for our wonderful 6 year-old-boy.
Position starts September 1 and
the hours are 2pm to 7:30pm -
5 days a week. Nanny must have
own car and safe driving record.
Knowledge of CPR a plus!
Contact us at (908) 654-7444 or
W e s t f i e l d 3 7 @ g m a i l . c o m

HOUSE TO SHARE

Bedroom with bath in private home
in quiet county-like neighbohood.
Central A/C. Garage available.
Short term OK. (908) 403-6790

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

AT HOME FITNESS!!!

Fitness & Nutritional Guidance
brought right to your doorstep!

Personal Training for
Women, Kids & Seniors
Nikki (732) 754-8308

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Office space available in
Mountainside. $2,000/ month.
Call us at (908) 233-7900 or

visit www.608sherwood.com

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

Busy Westfield Doctor’s office
needs experienced Medical
Receptionist to join our friendly,
high-energy team. Applicants
must have medical office
experience and be pleasant,
professional, and organized.
Multi-tasking and customer
service skills are essential.

Approx. 30 hrs/wk
Mon, Tues & Thurs.

Great pay & benefits!
email resume:

advanceddermatology@verizon.net
or fax: (908) 232-6447

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

03 Mitsubishi Lancer OZ Rally
Lightning Yellow, 31 mpg

Excellent Condition
Only 45K miles - Asking $10,300

Call Ben at (908) 244-7800

AUTO FOR SALE

Archery Lessons Available
At Oak Ridge Park Range

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders has announced
that new classes are available for
people who would like to learn ar-
chery. The lessons will be conducted
at the new Union County Archery
Range at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

“Archery is a popular recreational
activity that has been underserved in
our area,” said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “The freeholder
board is thrilled to have this opportu-
nity to offer beginners of all ages a
convenient and affordable way to
learn the basic skills of archery.”

The archery course consists of a
safety training session followed by
hands-on instruction at the range. The
fee is $20 for adults, $10 for youths
(ages 9 to 17) and seniors (ages 55
and over), and a maximum of $40 for
a family. Archery equipment is avail-
able during the lesson.

Three new archery lesson times have
been scheduled: Monday, August 24,
at 6 p.m., and Sunday, September 20,
at 1 p.m. and again at 2:45 p.m.

After completing the lesson, par-
ticipants will be eligible to purchase
an identification card that permits them
to use Union County’s Archery Range

through June 30, 2010. The range is
open daily, dawn to dusk. Anyone who
has already completed an accredited
archery safety course can go to Oak
Ridge Park on Monday evenings
through August 31, between 5 and 8
p.m., to purchase a Union County Ar-
chery Range identification card.

The fee for the card is $45 for adult
Union County residents and $20 for
youths and senior adults. The Union
County fee also applies to residents
of Edison. The identification card fee
for all other out-of-county residents
is $90 for adults and $40 for youths
and senior adults.

Class space is limited on August 24
and September 20, so reservations
are required. Anyone interested in
learning the safe use of a bow and
arrow should call the reservation desk
at the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal at
(908) 527-4900.

Cran. Student Makes
Westminster Dean’s List

CRANFORD – Westminster Choir
College of Rider University has an-
nounced the names of undergraduate
students who have been placed on the
dean’s list for the 2009 spring semes-
ter.

Cranford resident Catrina Coffey,
a music education major, made the
list.

Westminster Choir College pre-
pares musicians for careers as per-
formers and as music leaders in
schools, universities, churches and
professional and community organi-
zations.

Lojo of Westfield
Makes Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS — Brianne
Lojo, 2006 Union Catholic High
School graduate and daughter of Chris
and Leah Lojo of Westfield, has been
named to the dean’s list at Keuka
College in Keuka Park, N.Y. Brianne
is entering her senior year and is
majoring in social work.

A Keuka College student must have
earned at least a 3.50 grade-point-
average for each block of at least 12
semester credit hours to be eligible
for the dean’s list.

‘Y’ to Commence
Fall Registration

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” Fall 1 Session will run from
Tuesday, September 8, through Sat-
urday, October 31. Registration for
Gold and Silver individual and fam-
ily members will begin on Saturday,
August 22, at 7:15 a.m. Members can
register online. Open registration for
program and new members will be-
gin on Monday, August 24, at 7:30
a.m. Multiple new programs will be
available this fall.

The “Y” has launched a new website.
Individuals are invited to access it at
westfieldynj.org for program sched-
ules and more. In support of the green
movement, the “Y” will not mail pro-
gram guides. New program schedule
displays are available at each “Y” lo-
cation. To learn more about the “Y”’s
programs and services, call (908) 233-
2700 or visit the “Y” online.

Registration Begins
For Language Classes
AREA – The Studies program of

the Polish Cultural Foundation cur-
rently is accepting registration for its
language classes, which will begin
the week of September 17.

Classes in Beginner’s Polish, Part I
and Part II, and Intermediate Polish
will meet on Thursday evenings. All
classes will be held from 7 to 9 p.m.
and run for 12 weeks. Early registra-
tion is suggested.

For further information, a copy
of the Polish Cultural Foundation
fall brochure or to register, call the
Foundation office at (732) 382-
7197. The Polish Cultural Founda-
tion is located at 177 Broadway in
Clark, just off Exit 135 of the Gar-
den State Parkway.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Dog Adoption Event
On Tap Saturday

AREA – People for Animals, a non-
profit animal welfare organization
serving New Jersey, will sponsor a
dog adoption event this Saturday, Au-
gust 22, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
PETsMART store in Bridgewater’s
Promenade Mall, located at the inter-
section of Route 28 and Route 287.

Among the pets for adoption will
be Newton, an eight-year-old Dalma-
tian and Bulldog mix. He enjoys
walks, playing with other dogs, belly
rubs and sun bathing.

Newton is neutered, Home Again
micro-chipped and current with his
routine vaccinations. To adopt or ob-
tain more information, visit
pfa.petfinder.com.

Newton

GARAGE SALE

Sat (9/22) 8:30 am-12 noon
733 Coolidge St., Westfield

Aviation, Antiques, Old furniture,
toys, DVD’s, Free Items, EVERY-
THING GOES



Page 14  Thursday, August 20, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003757

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-26468-07

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR
THE REGISTERED HOLDER OF MASTR AS-
SET BACKED SECURITIES TRUST 2005-
WMC1, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: STEVEN T. MARGARITONDO;

STACY A. MARGARITONDO, HIS WIFE
Sale Date: 08/26/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/09/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Forty Nine Thousand Four Hundred Eighteen
and 53/100*** $249,418.53.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 515 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 9 in Block 3201
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 173 feet x

50 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able - You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if any): None
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy Seven

Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Three and 21/100***
$277,653.21 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-75572-R1
4 T - 7/30, 8/6, 8/13
& 8/20/09 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003931

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-16839-08

Plaintiff: CHASE HOME FINANCE, LLC
VS.
Defendant: KAREN CARTER, MR. CARTER,

HUSBAND OF KAREN CARTER, JPMORGAN
CHASE BANK, TARGET NATIONAL BANK,
NORTH STAR CAPITAL ACQUISITION, LLC

Sale Date: 09/02/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/25/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty Seven Thousand One Hundred Fifty
Two and 27/100*** $327,152.24.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 317 VICTOR
STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-0000

BENING KNOWN as LOT 8, BLOCK 4003, on
the official Tax Map of the Township of Scotch
Plains

Dimentions: 100.00 feet x 50.00 feet x 100.00
feet x 50.00 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Coles Avenue
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred seventy Two
Thousand Three Hundred Forty Three and 31/
100*** $372,343.31 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 8/6, 8/13, 8/20
& 8/27/09 Fee: $201.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003947

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-29085-08

Plaintiff: INDYMAC BANK F.S.B.
VS.
Defendant: JUAN GALLEGOS, JOHNNY ON

THE SPOT
Sale Date: 09/02/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/23/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Seventy Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Five
and 46/100*** $278,805.46.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 295 TERRILL ROAD,
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax Lot No. 33 in Block No. 26
Dimention of Lot Approximately: 60 x 125
Nearest Cross Street: STEWART PLACE
Beginning at a point on the northeasterly line of

Terrill Road distant 14.36 feet northwesterly from
the corner formed by the intersection of the
northeasterly line of Terrill Road with the north-
westerly line of Stewart place and running thence.

Prior Liens/encumbrances
Taxes: $1,826.44
Total as of July 7, 2009: $1,826.44
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eight Thou-

sand Five Hundred Ninety Seven and 57/100***
$308,597.57 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further notice
through publication.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 8/6, 8/13, 8/20
& 8/27/09 Fee: $173.40

SPFHS Grad Kosenick
Named to Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS — Katelyn

Kosenick of Fanwood, a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
has been named to the dean’s list for
the spring semester at The College of
Wooster. Katelyn is a junior art his-
tory major.

A grade point average of 3.65 or
above must be achieved to earn dean’s
list status.

EDUCATIONAL HOUSE IN ORDER…Stephen Izzo, right, instructional sup-
port specialist for the Cranford Public School District, thanks Barry O’Donovan,
owner of the Kilkenny House Restaurant and Pub for his donation to the district’s
Special Programs Fund, which provides added support for curricular and extra-
curricular programs alike. The Kilkenny House, which opened this past Septem-
ber at 112 South Avenue East in Cranford, has already supported a number of
important causes, including Cranford Family Care, St. Michaels’ School and
Breast Cancer Research.

WF’s Dresely Awarded
Student Life Awards
WESTFIELD – The Office of Stu-

dent Life at Lebanon Valley College,
located in Annville, Pa., awarded hon-
ors this spring to Jeffrey Dresely of
Westfield, a 2009 graduate, who re-
ceived The Golden Flashlight Award

The award is given to the student
workers in the College Center’s Un-
derground eatery who are respected
by both their peers and supervisors for
an outstanding job as a responsible
student in a difficult role on campus.

Caldwell Announces
Kosciolek Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Caldwell Col-

lege recently named 351 students, in-
cluding Maggie Kosciolek of Scotch
Plains, to the spring 2009 dean’s list.

In order to achieve this honor, stu-
dents must maintain a cumulative
grade point average of 3.5 or higher
and complete at least 12 credits dur-
ing the semester.

WF’s Wasserman
Graduates UW

WESTFIELD – More than 6,100
students received degrees during the
University of Wisconsin-Madison’s
spring commencement ceremonies,
including Westfield’s Alec Weston
Wasserman, who earned his Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Economics;

Major League Baseball Commis-
sioner and alumnus Allan “Bud” Selig
served as speaker at ceremonies held
in the university’s Kohl Center.

SP Resident Makes
American U. Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Christina
Defeo, a junior in American
University’s School of International
Service majoring in international
studies, was named to the spring
2009 dean’s list.

Christina is a resident of Scotch
Plains.

To earn dean’s list standing at
American University, a student must
obtain a 3.5 grade point average or
better on their semester courses.

Psych/ Music Major
Makes Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Samantha
Grecco, daughter of Frank and Kristin
Grecco of Scotch Plains, was named
to the dean’s list at Smith College for
her academic achievement for the
2008-2009 school year.

The dean’s list recognizes those
students with grade point averages of
3.33 or above.

Samantha graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and is
majoring in psychology and vocal
music at Smith College.

SP’s Scherb Receives
A Graduate Degree

SCOTCH PLAINS — Emily
Scherb, daughter of Hazel and Marvin
Scherb of Scotch Plains, received a
graduate degree from Washington
University in St. Louis on May 15.
Ms. Scherb graduated with a doctor-
ate degree in physical therapy from
the School of Medicine.

Ms. Scherb was among the 2,642
students who received degrees at the
university’s 148th commencement
ceremony.

Ms. Scherb graduated in 2005 from
Washington University in St. Louis
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
anthropology.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

MDA WALKERS…Westfield letter carriers involved in the June 14 Muscular
Dystrophy Association Walkathon expressed gratitude to all who contributed and
pledged their support. Pictured, from left to right, are: Tom Murphy, Brenda
Hrutkay, Lenni Brooks, Dane Doyle, Harry Brandt and the Scarfone family with
their father, Carmine, standing on the far right. Individuals who pledged and have
not yet sent in their contributions are asked to contact their letter carrier or mail
contributions to their carrier, in care of Westfield Post Office, MDA Walkathon,
153 Central Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

‘Project Healthy Bones’
To Begin Again For Fall

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” has announced that
“Project Healthy Bones” will again
be offered this fall in Westfield and
Mountainside for men and women

who are at risk for or have been
diagnosed with osteoporosis.

Classes will start on Monday, Sep-
tember 7, and will run on Mondays
and Thursdays from 10:15 to 11:15
a.m. at the Main “Y” Facility, lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Mountainside classes
will be offered on Wednesdays be-
ginning September 9 from 10 to 11
a.m. at the Mountainside Municipal
Building, located at 1385 Route 22,
East.

Project Healthy Bones is a low-
impact exercise program for both
women and men. The class starts
with a 10-minute interactive educa-
tional discussion, followed by high-
intensity, low-impact strength train-
ing exercises with small weights to
improve or increase strength, flex-
ibility and balance.

Myriam Gabriel, a health educa-
tor and Project Healthy Bones peer
leader, will facilitate this program
at the Westfield Area “Y” and in
Mountainside. She noted that one
of the program goals is “to reach
out to people as early as in their
mid-40s with the message that it is
not too early to start thinking about
the health of their bones and to
invite them to join our classes.”

“Y” members and non-members
alike are welcome to attend. Pre-reg-
istration is required. For more infor-
mation or questions, call Jean White
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 246,
or e-mail jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

More Community/Area News

WF’s Schoeman
To Lead Colby Club

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Stephen Schoeman, attorney-at-law and
adjunct professor of Government at
Union County College, has been chosen
as the first president of the newly formed
Colby College Club of New Jersey.

Mr. Schoeman had suggested to
the college that it establish a club for
the hundreds of Colby students and
alumni in the Garden State. The club
will help the college with admissions,
fund-raising and publicity, in addi-
tion to having lectures, sports events
and social gatherings.

Vickers Recognized for
Academic Achievement

WESTFIELD — Hannah Vickers,
daughter of Nancy Gannett and Gor-
don Lee Vickers of Westfield, was
named to the dean’s list at Brandeis
University for academic achievement
during the spring 2009 semester.

Dean’s list honors are awarded to
students who have earned a grade
point average of 3.5 or above.

County Residents
Receive Rider Degrees
COUNTY – Rider University cel-

ebrated its 144th commencement with
two ceremonies. More than 1,300
undergraduate degrees and graduate
degrees were awarded.

Area Spring 2009 degree recipi-
ents from Union County include:

Maura Gillooly, Bachelor of Arts
degree, from Fanwood; Andrew
LoBrace, Bachelor of Science degree
in Business Administration, from
Scotch Plains; Matthew LoBrace,
Bachelor of Science degree in Busi-
ness Administration, from Scotch
Plains; Laura Mortkowitz, Bachelor
of Arts degree, from Scotch Plains;
Subani Nanayakkara, Bachelor of
Arts degree, from Scotch Plains;
Norman Thomas Planer, Bachelor of
Science degree in Business Adminis-
tration, from Cranford; Sarah Ranney,
Bachelor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration degree, from Scotch
Plains; Adam Swider, Bachelor of
Science degree, from Cranford.

WF’s Luker Makes
UD Scholars List

WESTFIELD – Mary Luker, a Uni-
versity of Denver (UD) Daniels Col-
lege of Business undergraduate student
from Westfield, made the Hornbeck
Scholars List for the spring quarter of
the 2008 and 2009 school year.

The dean’s list honors those under-
graduate students who have achieved
a quarterly grade point average of
3.75 or above while taking at least 15
credit hours.

The Hornbeck Scholars List recog-
nizes those undergraduate students
who, in a given quarter, have earned a
4.0 grade point average while taking
between 12 and 14 credit hours.

The Hornbeck Scholar honor is
named in memory of Stanley Kuhl
Hornbeck, a UD distinguished gradu-
ate elected to a Rhodes Scholarship in
1904, the first year of Rhodes Scholar-
ship eligibility for American students.

Adult High School Celebrates
Second Chance for County Youth

Education News

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
MOVING ON…Union County Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski, left, and Nancy
Ward congratulate Valedictorians Alexander Lainez and Jessie Barahona, both
of Elizabeth, at the Union County Vocational-Technical Adult High School
graduation commencement for the class of 2009 on August 5 at the school’s
campus in Scotch Plains.

SCOTCH PLAINS – It began in
1995 as a summer program with 35
enrollees, and 14 years later, the Union
County Vo-Tech Adult High School
has blossomed into a full academic
and vocational course that provides
more than 500 students yearly with a
second chance to finish their high
school educations.

At a ceremony on the Vo-Tech cam-
pus, earlier this month, 150 members
of the 14th graduating class received
their diplomas.

“I could not be more proud of these
young people,” said Vo-Tech Schools
Superintendent Thomas Bistocchi.
“Many have overcome significant
obstacles to be able to stand up and
receive a key to success in life, a high

school diploma.”
The Adult High School maintains

the academic standards expected of a
high school diploma while providing
a flexible schedule and supportive
environment for students ages 16 to
25 who have dropped out of high
school.

As with any other public school,

the Adult High School does not charge
tuition. Books and other course mate-
rials are also provided free of charge.

In conjunction with a service-learn-
ing program of the New Jersey Youth
Corps, the Adult High School helps
students develop their employability
and learn a vocation while earning a
high school diploma. Graduates of
Adult High School have gone on to
college, vocational training programs,
the military and full-time employ-
ment.

The Union County Adult High
School is one of the few schools of its
kind to have survived recent budget
cuts. There are currently about 34
similar schools in New Jersey, down
from almost 60 in 2000.

State funding for the Union County
Adult High School has been cut and
eventually restored in each of the past
five years. This year, Union County
targeted $350,000 from its own share
of federal stimulus grants to keep the
school open until state funds became
available. The stimulus funds will be
refocused on other Union County
education and job training programs.

For information about the Adult
High School, visit the Union County
Vo-Tech Schools website at
ucvts.tec.nj.us. For the Elizabeth lo-
cation, call (908) 289-4427, and for
the Plainfield location, call (908) 561-
6012.

Mothers’ Center Posts
Consignment Sale Date

AREA – The Mothers’ Center of
Central New Jersey will hold its semi-
annual “kids stuff” consignment sale
next month at the Casano Commu-
nity Center, located at 314 Chestnut
Avenue in Roselle Park.

The sale will be held on Friday,
September 25, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. and
Saturday, September 26, from 9 a.m.
to noon. A half-price sale will take
place on Saturday from 1 to 3 p.m.

Featured will be gently used
children’s fall and winter clothing in
sizes newborn to children’s 12. Other
merchandise will include children’s
toys, videos, books, sports equipment,
bicycles, strollers and other baby
equipment.

The Mothers’ Center sale offers
high-quality items at discounted
prices. This sale is cash-only, and no
strollers will be admitted. Proceeds
will benefit the Mothers’ Center of
Central New Jersey, a non-profit, non-
sectarian organization that offers
friendship, education, outreach and
support to all parents across Central
New Jersey. Anyone interested in
donating or consigning items for the
sale is asked to call (908) 561-1751.

Callahan Makes
Fairfield Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Fairfield Univer-

sity, a Jesuit university located in
Fairfield, Conn., announced that Colin
Callahan, a resident of Westfield and
son of Michael and Dianne Callahan,
was named to the dean’s list for the
spring semester.

To be selected, a student must at-
tain a grade point average of at least
3.5, of a possible 4.0.

Colin is majoring in Finance at
Fairfield.
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NATIVE LANDS…Holy Trinity Interparochial School third grade students
from Westfield visited the Native Lands Traveling Show. The students learned
about African and Native American life, and also viewed a demonstration on
“birds of prey.” Pictured with one of the Native American demonstrators, from
left to right, are: Kyle Feste, Sam Allen and John Devanney.

Honor Roll
Westfield High School

Fourth Marking Period

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Principal Peter Renwick an-
nounced the fourth marking period
honor roll for the 2008-2009 school
year.

Westfield High School recognizes
student achievement every marking
period at two levels: Honor Roll and
Distinguished Honor Roll. Determi-
nation of inclusion on the Honor Roll
is based on the following criteria: For
the Distinguished Honor Roll, the
GPA must be between 3.75 and 4.0
with no grade lower than a B. For the
Honor Roll, the GPA must be be-
tween 3.5 and 3.74 with no grade
lower than a B.

Distinguished
Honor Roll – 9th Grade

Edward Allen, Nahea An, Meg Anderson,
Alison Antonelli, Gemma Antoniewicz,
Eunbyeol Baek, Loren Ball, Mia Ballan, Tara
Bange, Mary Barber, Alana Basil, Hannah Bass,
Zachary Bebel, Daniel Berke, Rebecca Bleich,
Markian Borkowsky, Daniel Brotman, Eleanor
Callinan, Matthew Caminiti, Sarah Chandler,
Wilson Cheung, Robert Ciardullo, Emily Clauss,
Sarah Collins, Eileen Cook, Jessica Cronin,
Kelly-Anne Crowley, Gabrielle Cruz, Nicole
Cruz, Ella D’Amico, Carley Davis, Catherine
DeMasi, Dominick DePaula, Melissa Decandia,
John Dedea, Michael Depaolo, Anna Derojas,
Christine Deroux, Sophia Devita, Melissa Diep,
Isabel Docampo, Sydney Doskow, Amanda
Earl, Max Edelsack, Thomas Edwards, Caroline
Ehrhardt, Ryan Elliott, Samantha Ellner, Bran-
don Eng, Nicholas Ertman, Emily Fahey, Allison
Faktor, Abraham Fertig-Cohen, Julia Fisher,
Rory Fitzpatrick, Katherine Fox, Kaitlyn Frey,
Sarah Friedman, Victoria Gagliano, Geena Gao,
Alexa Geltzeiler, Andrew Goldfarb, Zachary
Goldfarb, Abigail Goldring, Alex Goldschmidt,
Zoe Greenburg, Emily Gretsky, Brennan Haley,
Kelsey Hall, Matthew Hall, Jacob Harris, Caitlin
Hering, Nick Hering, Henry Hershey, Samantha
Hindes, Ryan Hobson, Alexandra Hoffman,
Kimberly Hoffman, John Hogge, Krysta Huber,
Matthew Huff, Taylor Ingber, Jason Isbit,
Lindsey Jacobs, Erica Jakub, Rafaella Jakubovic,
Katharine Jaruzelski, Alexandra Jason, Kaitlyn
Johnson, Patrick Johnson, Kelly Kalis, Jenna
Karnofsky, John Kirna, James Kowalski, Kurt
Kowalski, Elizabeth Kuehn, Allegra Larche,
Timothy Lehmberg, Brandon Levan, Dara Levy,
Danielle Lipschutz, Eddy Lu, Tess Lukowiak,
Carolyn Maguire, Richard Malacrea, Maeve
Maloney, Amanda Marcotullio, Hannah
Margolin, Katie Marino, Pilar Martinez, Finbar
Martinson, Erika May, Cali Mazzara, Marc
Mazzucco, Kavita Mehta, Hannah Millen, Emily
Miller, Nathan Mitchell, Michael Mondon,
Cecelia Mosco, Thomas O’Neill, Anne
Oldakowski, Julian Olivares, Kevin Oster, Olivia
Pecora, Keith Peterson, Gabriella Pirrone, Brian
Pollock, Zhe Qin, Elizabeth Queisser, Julia
Queller, Sarah Ramire, Patrick Reilly, Jack
Rickles, Joseph Rinaldi, Taylor Robustelli, Ilana
Rood, Madeline Rosenberg, Megan Roth, Alexa
Rothenberg, Alexandra Rubin, Rebecca Sarkos,
Dean Schapow, Andrew Schwarz, Charles Scott,
Megan Sheil, Ashley Simmons, Jessica Sipe,
Austin Slifer, Mercedes Smith, Sari Solomon,
Alina Spera, Hannah St. Lifer, Elizabeth Steller,
Samantha Sterba, Nicholas Sternal, Alyssa
Stewart, Kathleen Tang, Leah Tavasi, Stephanie
Tepper, Leonidas Tolias, Rebecca Tunis, Schaaf
Vander, Matthew Varakian, Jacob Vergara,
Victoria Wang, Marisa Watanabe, Caroline
Weber, Hannah Weeks, Jacob Wegbreit, Matias
Werner, Ross Workman, Katherine Yamano,
Nicholas Zahorodny

Honor Roll – 9th Grade
Grace Antonelli, Arjun Asija, Aimee Bass,

Caroline Bertoni, Daniel Bigelow, Morgan
Bowen, Christina Bruce, Alexandra Caggiano,
Hsiao-Min Chiang, Elizabeth Connolly,
Alexandra Davidson, Kailey Decker, Brian
Doles, Daniel Fahrenthold, Katie Fazio, An-
drew Felix, Adam Firestone, Gabrielle
Fraenkel, Dana Friedman, Evan Friedman,
Taylor Friss, William Geoghegan, Christo-
pher Gerckens, Sabrina Greene, Danielle
Grimes, Brianna Guddemi, Lydia Hughes,
Samantha Jackson, Dominik Jedruszczak,
William Johnston, Pauna Kiricheva, Kayla
Krasnoo, Maxwell Marchiano, Nicole
Marques, Peter Mebane, Sydney Metzger, Katie
Morris, Jessica Morse, Sarah Murphy, Caroline
O’Connor, Richard O’Connor, James
O’Rourke, Ellis Opoku, Matthew Ragoza, Willi
Rediker, Justin Ricardo, Henry Ritter, Julia
Rivera, Eric Saunders, Abigail Sawers, Casey
Schuster, Troy Skibitsky, Emily Smith, Mia
Spitz, Malcolm Spurlock, Amanda Stivala,
Haley Tanella, Robin Toth, Peter Wanfried,
Aimee Wenta, Madison Yarusi, Jacob Ziff

Distinguished
Honor Roll – 10th Grade

Paige Alvarez, Madelein Archambault,
Rakhee Barai, Christian Barber, Ethan Barnes,
Zina Bazarsky, Patrick Bergin, AlisBirnbaum,
Adrian Bizzaro, Marissa Boretz, Jane Braun,
Brian Cantor, Emily Chan, Nicholas Chapel,
Ashtyn Chen, Ming Chen, Sarah Crawford,
Lauren Darchi, Rebecca Delafuente, Jeffrey
Desorbo, Wenqi Duan, Meghan Dunn, Danielle
Fields, Catherin Filipkowski, Emma Foley,
Alexandra Frankel, Emma Franks, Sarah
Frantz, Josh Friedman, Catalina Gaglioti,
Alexander Garcia, Tzvetelina Garneva, Betsy
Goellner, Gabrielle Gold, Emily Goldstein,
Dana Gottdiener, Emma Gross, Rachel Gross,
Cornelius Haggerty, Rachel Harth, Alyssa
Hatch, Alexandra Hawkins, Evan Heroux, Evan
Hindes, Megan Hoerrner, Melanie Johnson,
Tracy Kaplan, Daniel Kerr, Kevin Kessler,
Elizabeth Kiefer, Nikki Koll, Madeline Komar,
Hannah Kronick, Roman Krywulych, Cynthia
Lam, Justin Lee, Michael Levidy, James
Lisooey, John Lorentzen, Anne Maguire, Diana
Mason, Joshua Mazen, Katherine Mckinley,
Philip Mierswa, Charles Milrod, Amanda
Minken, Amelia Morabito, Sarah Morasso,
Melissa Morawski, Alexis Murphy, Morgan
Murphy, Max Narotzky, Priyanka Nayer,
Megan Nogan, Henry O’Brien, Rachel
Opatowski, David Osterman, Charles Pantazis,
Emma Partridge, Christine Pyo, Eric Rackear,
Amy Reich, Shannon Reilly, Rachel Rickles,
Matthew Ritter, Allison Rose, Jessica Russo,
Rohan Saigal, Christina Scaglione, Nicole
Schmeider, Megan Sharkey, Joshua Simmons,
Stephanie Skoller, Robert Steinfeld, Caitlin
Storcks, Peter Surace, Nathaniel Suri, Meghan
Suriano, Adrian Szycowski, Gabrielle Tanji,
Matthew Tarantino, Angela Tata, Margot
Tishberg, Joseph Toresco, Samantha Waldman,
Kayla Wiesinger, Brian Williams, Jeffrey
Yang, Timothy Younger, Zachary Zagorski,
Larry Zhang

Honor Roll – 10th
Grade

Astrid Adriaens, Amanda Adsit, Taylor
Anderson, Mark Androconis, Max
Archambault, Zachary Archambault, Kerry
Austin, Kylie Bangs, Michael Blutfield, Kelly
Bohlinger, Mary Brown, Robert Bunting, Tessa
Carr, Jillian Ceasrine, Nicholas Chopey, Alan
Chu, Daniella Ciampa, Lauren Corcoran, Tara
Culnan, Elizabeth Driscoll, Olivia Dunham,
Bruce Dunnan, Daniel Eliades, Justin Erickson,
Adam Fischette, Michael Foley, Steven
Forgash, Dickens Fowler, Nicole Frankfort,
Jessica Freeman, Alec Friedlander, Haozhe
Gao, Brandon Gold, Erik Gozdieski, Peter

Granstrand, Joseph Greenspan, Jessica Gre-
gory, Edward Han, Ryan Heine, Maddie
Horowitz, Margaret Jacobi, Catherine Johnston,
Michael Jones, Yasemin Karamete, Megan
Kaveney, Jenna LaRusso , Joseph Leopold,
Lijingzi Li, Corey Lipschutz, Charlotte
Lorentzen, Emily Mack, Kyle Mackechnie,
Cara Martone, Mikhail Maslyuk, Colleen
McCabe , Carlos Mejias, Jilliana Meola,
Dominick Molinari, Shannon Mooney, An-
thony Mormile, Christophe Morrissey, Kevin
Mulvey, Charlotte Murtishaw, Francine Nieva,
Tae-Yong Park, Katherine Ponce, Jennifer
Porch, John Randazzo, Bryan Reilly, Alexei
Riddle, Mirella Roman, Robyn Rosenzweig,
Justin Sandler, Matthew Santry, Kaitlin
Schurig, Dylan Shepcaro, Emma Shor, Shane
Skibitsky, Wyatt Smith, Jacob Steinfield, Jamie
Torcicollo, SIrena VanEpp, Isabelle Weisman,
Madison Weist, Daniel Wickens, Cheryl Wu,
John Yingling

Distinguished
Honor Roll – 11th Grade

Jamie Ackerman, Mary Ajodah, Allison
Ammermuller, Elise Annis, Caraugh Ball, Ri-
chard Barber, Leslie Bartsch, Tyler Becker,
Scott Bernstein, Zachary Bowman, Katie
Brennan, Emily Budnick, Abigail Burton,
Michael Byrne, Julia Carlino, Gabrielle Cerami,
Marc Cervantes, Kevin Clancy, Tara Criscuolo,
Lacy Cummings, Tyler Cusick, Monica
D’Amico, Andrew Deutchman, Kathleen
Dooley, Jennifer Eisenberg, Carly Erman,
Jonathan Erman, Sharon Faktor, Christopher
Fantini, Benjamin Fine, David Fishman, Rachel
Friedman, Alex Furlong, Kevin Furlong,
Shelley Fussman, Bridget Gallagher, Andrew
Gialanella, Sarah Glickstein, Sophie Greene,
Caitlin Guest, Emily Harris, Zachary Helfand,
Kyle Higgins, Valerie Hoffman, Miles Hsu,
Lauren Hughes, Halli James, Elizabeth Kamel,
Michael Kaufhold, Richard Knapp, Anne
Knisely, Joseph Kramkowski, Ryan Krasnoo,
Elaina Kujawski, Stephanie Kuntz, Suzanne
Lemberg, Melissa Littman, Kamil Lupicki,
Kevin Machlowitz, Grace Mackenzie, Jessica
Margolies, Andrew Marino, Amanda
Markowski, Adam Metz, Sara Mitchell,
Stephen Morina, Samuel Mumford, Maria
Niemiera, Brandon Oliff, Michael Oster, Joshua
Perlman, Gaffney Peterson, Anna Powell,
Wade Preston, Megan Pulliam, Kevin Ramos,
Stephanie Rego, Adam Reich, Megan Reilly,
Alison Ricardo, Melissa Riegel, Jenna
Rodrigues, Amy Roggenburg, Rebecca
Romano, Meredith Romer, Amy Rosenfeld,
Michal Sagal, Andrew Sauerwein, Julian Selt-
zer, Vishal Shah, Nikolay Shargorodsky, Dylan
Simon, Robert Sinisi, Emma Smelkinson,
Meredith Smith, Justin Snyder, Joshua
Solomon, Virginia Spinelli, Julia Spiridigliozzi,
Sarah Spitz, Darla Stabler, Graeme Stahl, Molly
Sternal, Claire Stevens-Haas, Jenna Strauss,
Kelly Sullivan, Sarah Szollar, John Taylor,
Scott Thien, Madeline Tiedrich, Christina Tsui,
Peter Waddell, Yixiao Wang, Siyu Xiao,
Caroline Yeager

Honor Roll – 11th
Grade

Robert Anderson, David Athenson, Hayley
Baker, Zachary Bakhtin, Nicole Bilica,
Jacquelyn Buckman, Andrew Carson,
Samantha Cavanagh, Amanda Centrella,
Victoria Cheung, Robert Ciarrocca, Sara
Connery, Andrew Cordeiro, Alexander Cruz,
Matthew Daly, Katherine Davidson, Elizabeth
Dennerlein, Adam Di Battista, Brandon Dietz,
Mitchell Dornfeld, Shannon Doyle, Kathleen
Esler, Lia Fagan, Caroline Fahey, Trent Gabriel,
Hannah Gelb, Michael Greco, Edward Greener,
Kate Heffernan, Connor Hewett, Anneliese
Himmel, Leslie Holt, Samantha Kaufman,
Kristin Kukis, Tracy Landon, Gabriella Larosa,
Jaclyn Laspata, Kefan Lee, Dalton Mack, Ian
Mackenzie, Olivia Magnanini, Molly Maher,
Laura Marvin, Mary Mckevitt, Gregory
Mitchell, Lisa Nehring, Corinne Parsloe, Eliza-
beth Penczak Nicholas Mc Alister, Davide
Peruzzo, Kristin Peyton, Nicholas Polak,
Patrick Porta, Beau Preston, Katie Ramire,
Alicia Rogers, Diana Rogut, Evan Rosenburgh,
Michael Rosin, Benjamin Rubin, Charles
Russak, Philip Russo, Patrick Sabatino, Mat-
thew Sanders, Maxwell Schuster, Sean
Scrudato, Jennifer Sgalardi, Kamal Tamboli,
Gabriella Van Ness, Katherine Venezia,
Queenie Villa, Emily Weeks, Austin Wenta,
Emily Williams

Distinguished
Honor Roll – 12th Grade

Kathryn Abruzzo, Stephanie Albright,
Nicole Aloupis, Paul Bai, Michelle Ball, Kim-
berly Berke, Hanna Berman, Tessa Bohman,
Sally Bregman, Jillian Brinberg, Amy Brown,
Jackson Browning, Julia Burns, Erin Cahill,
Martha Cain, Shelby Carlin, Charles Cary,
Alexa Cassaro, Matthew Catenacci, Kristina
Chabrier, Amanda Chang, Panos Chantzis,
Jon Chironna, Colleen Cleary, Devin Cline,
Alexis Constantine, Anthony De Paolo, Sophie
Dekoning-Teasdale, Natalie Di Francesco,
Daniel Dickstein, Jennifer Dilzell, Christine
Feldbauer, Joshua Firestone, Margaret
Flannery, Zachary Friss, Amanda Garfinkel,
Sophia Geskin, Alexandra Gockel, Jessie
Goldstein, Briana Goncalves, Aileen Grogan,
Bridget Grogan, Eric Hagstrom, Tara Handza,
Pamela Hernandez, Allison Jakobovic, Hyung
Jang, Christopher Jenkins, Melinda Jimenez,
Kathryn Kiefer, Ethan Krell, Jenna Leopold,
Alice Li, Justin Lo, Maria Lomaka, Amber
Lutey, Catherine Maguire, Ezra Margolin, Jo-
seph Martoglio, Cyndil Matthew, Joseph
McGrath, Leena Meola, Kathryn Millen,
Natalie Morrison, Anna Morton, Alyson
Moskowitz, Shannon Murray, Taylor
Murtishaw, Katherine Nguyen, Elaheh Nozari,
Mairead O’Boyle, Robert O’Rourke, Marisa
Palestino, Kiran Patankar, Jaclyn Pellicano,
Alexander Powell, Thomas Purcell, Anne Re,
Casey Reimlinger, Samantha Ritter, Hannah
Rubin, Raisa Rubin, Daniel Russo, Brigid Ryan,
Matthew Scharpf, Joshua Schwartz, Jeannette
Sharpless, Christopher Sheehan, Melissa
Shulman, Erieneheidi Sidhom, Colleen Smith,
Carla Somnolet, Marisa Stotter, Maxwell
Sugarman, Lauren Sullivan, Marguerite
Sulmont, Kimberly Townsend, Alexandra
Tunis, Julia Watkins, Jennifer Weidman, An-
drew Weiss, Peter Williams, Bianca Wong,
Alan Workman, Julianne Yee, Joseph Yoo,
Danielle Zamarelli, Tara Zierler

Honor Roll – 12th
Grade

Thomas Adriaens, Neil Amato, Elizabeth
Antonelli, Julian Applebaum, Gordon Arnold,
Melissa Barton, Jonathan Berman, Max Blum,
Ariel Burns, Tara Burns, Jack Camillo, Philip
Cohn, Christopher Delafuente, John
Fortunato, Dan Fussman, Daryl Garfinkel,
Natalie Golikov, Melissa Goski, Kelsey
Greenfield, Thomas Hogaboom, James
Hughes, Michael Irving, Gabrielle Jakub,
Ronald Johnson, Joann Khadaran, Julia Knaus,
Hsiaoting Ko, Henry Kwok, Christopher
Latimer, Jason Lipschutz, Elizabeth Lisooey,
Kathleen Lynes, Diana Maliqi, Matthew
Marcus, Dayna Marino, Victoria Martinez,
Kathleen Masterson, Nichola Mavrogiannis,
Elizabeth McCarthy, John McGrory, Brian
Muller, Su Pak, Julia Partenope, Evan Paulan,
Edward Purcell, David Pusar, Samuel
Rackear, Ryan Ragoza, Robert Realmuto,
Samuel Reichbach, Kimberly Shoback, Vivek
Sinanan, Elyssa Solomon, Todd Souders,
Katherine Taylor, Dean Thompson, Jessica
Thompson, Alexa Vendetti, Charisse Villa,
George Wharam, Sean Wicks

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Two-Faced Technology
By YAMINI NABAR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Imagine your life without the luxu-
ries you take for granted, without
those devices that provide you in-
stantly with information from the
moment you awake to the moment
you fall asleep.

Imagine life without a computer, a
trusty cell phone, without Facebook
and Twitter and instant messaging.
For many, especially increasingly
materialistic teenagers growing up in
this age of technology, picturing this
scenario might be painful, perhaps
even impossible.

How can we survive without these
contraptions, which have seemingly
become as essential to our lives as the
basic requirements of shelter and sus-
tenance? As I consider the benefits of
modern technological gadgets, I can-
not help but come to the conclusion
that these almost alien instruments
have enhanced our world; yet, through
these efforts to improve communica-
tion and efficiency, what have we lost?

As an individual who has grown up
surrounded by novel technology, I,
for one, cannot imagine life without
it. At the same time, I have witnessed
the numerous ways in which technol-
ogy negatively impacts my life.

For many, “technology” means the
computer – a machine that has revolu-
tionized communication to the utmost
degree. Use of the computer has resulted
in bad habits, such as a reduced amount
of physical activity, loss of interest in
print resources, as many books and news-
papers have now been printed online,
and a severe abuse of the Internet.

Most importantly, however,
websites like Facebook and MySpace
have already begun to undermine once
necessary social skills, a trend that
could potentially alter the lifestyles
of future generations forever.

While such social networking sites
allow individuals to talk with extended
family and old friends and meet those
with similar interests, they have also
created a new, distant form of com-
munication. Now, those who live in
the same neighborhood have lost the
motivation to meet face to face, as
they prefer instead to conduct con-
versations online.

As such technology becomes in-
creasingly prevalent in the lives of
average citizens, it will inevitably
affect the social development of young
children by changing their primary
means of communication.

An altered pattern of social devel-
opment can ultimately lead to a loss
of skills like the ability to read body

language and notice the subtleties of
voice tones.

Though the current generation of
teenagers may not have lost these skills,
older generations certainly possess
greater capacities for understanding
the intricacies of direct interaction.
Yet, in a few years, will the delicacies
of indirect face-to-face communica-
tion be completely abandoned?

Older generations, particularly edu-
cators, have already noticed the im-
mense difference between today’s
teenagers and previous batches of
students. Not only has there been a
severe decline in grammar usage over
the past decade, but there has also
been a shift from books and newspa-
pers to online resources.

Although such online sources lead
to easier accessibility, the Internet
also provides teens with numerous
distractions. Students often find them-
selves spending hours playing online
games or chatting with friends on
Facebook or through instant messen-
ger, activities that can seriously lower
the quality of a student’s schoolwork.

Can we tear a generation away from
the gadgets they have been surrounded
by since birth? I believe we cannot,
yet I also believe there is no need to
do so. Today’s teenagers have been
blessed with the gift of technology,
but they must also learn to value the
aspects of life that do not center on
technological devices.

As a generation of pioneers, we
must appreciate and use what we have
been given to climb to ever-greater
heights.

Yamini is a rising senior at the
Pingry School.

Holy Trinity Awards
Diplomas to Graduates

WESTFIELD – Sister Maureen
Fichner announced that the follow-
ing students completed the course of
study at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School and were awarded diplomas
on Friday, June 12. They are:

Michael Blackman, Cailin Boegel, Abigail
Brennan, Brian Cattafe, Hannah Clark, Michael
Cumberton, Tiffanni DiDolce, Nicholas Ferry,
Shannon Feury, Gregory Gagliardi, J.P.
Gilmartin, Kelly Glennon, Liam Hughes, Pe-
ter Iannelli, Jr., Grace Kelly, Connor Leonard,
Rachad Mapp, Caroline Massa, Joseph
Mastrocola, Mary McDermott, Courtney
McGovern, Lauren Monaco, Andrew Newman,
Matthew Newman, Joseph Palasits, Colleen
Power, James Potter, Sean Puzzo, Catherine
Serzan, Kevin Sheridan, Matthew Sosnowski,
Amanda Sovany, Douglas Tortorici, Corey
Traflet, Amanda Williams and Alexander
Wintringham.

Amanda Williams won the Gen-
eral Excellence Medal and the Span-
ish Medal. The Msgr. Waterson award
for excellence in Religious Studies
went to Sean Puzzo.

Subject excellence awards were won
by Lauren Monaco (Mathematics),

Brian Cattafe (Science and Fine Arts),
Colleen Power (French), Hannah Clark
(English), J.P. Gilmartin (American
History), Catherine Serzan (Broad-
casting) and Matthew Newman (Com-
puter Science).

Perfect attendance medals were
given to Nicholas Ferry, Kelly
Glennon and Sean Puzzo. Good Citi-
zenship Medals donated by the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion were awarded to Kelly Glennon
and Sean Puzzo.

The Christian Leadership Awards,
presented by the Home and School
Association, were given to Lauren
Monaco and Sean Puzzo. Amanda
Williams and Peter Iannelli, Jr. won
the Scholar Athlete Awards and the
Court Trinity Catholic Daughters
Award was given to Shannon Feury.

The Loyola Scholarship, given in
honor of Dorothy Szot, was presented
to Lauren Monaco. Catherine Serzan
won the Rich Dursee Memorial Schol-
arship.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003788

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-637807B

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE
POOLING AND SERVICING AGREEMENT
SERIES INDX 2006-AR27

VS.
Defendant: DIONYSOS L. CURRY; TYLISHA

M. JONES
Sale Date: 08/26/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/15/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty Eight Thousand Six Hundred Eighty Four
and 31/100*** $388,684.31.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1718 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 4 in Block 503
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 62.5 feet x

125 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Willow Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: Taxes, Sewer and

Water maybe delinquent. You must check with
the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if any): The
plaintiff has obtained a letter of indemnification
which will insure the successful bidder at sale in
respect to: Mortgage recorded 07/14/1998, in the
amount of $113,750.00, Judgment #J-226622-
1994.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Sixty Eight
Thousand Three Hundred Forty Seven and 44/
100*** $468,347.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-84733
4 T - 7/30, 8/6, 8/13
& 8/20/09 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004180

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-15973-08

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR LONG
BEACH MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2006-5

VS.
Defendant: PAMELA THOMAS; PHILIP A.

THOMAS, HER HUSBAND; LONG BEACH
MORTGAGE COMPANY; THEODORE CH.
HARAMIS, M.D., HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND OR INTEREST

Sale Date: 09/09/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/30/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Eighteen
and 03/100*** $557,818.03.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 259 RAVENS WOOD,
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax Lot No. 8.M in Block No. 3.N
Dimention of Lot Approximately: .381 AC
Nearest Cross Street: HAWK RIDGE
Beginning at a point in the southwesterly side

line of Raven’s Wood which point is distant
therein along the same in a general southeast-
erly direction 129.30 feet from its point of curve
leading into Hawk Ridge, said beginning point
also marking the dividing line between lot 12 and
lot 13 on a certain map hereinafter mentioned
and from said beginning point running thence.

Prior Liens/encumbrances
Taxes: $1,826.44
Total as of July 15, 2009: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty Nine

Thousand Four Hundred Ninety Eight and 44/
100*** $628,498.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 8/13, 8/20, 8/27
& 9/3/09 Fee: $197.88

Are you a high school student interested in
discussing relevant topics and seeing your name in print?
Become a Student View writer. E-mail edu@goleader.com

Greg Brand Named
To Fordham Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Greg Brand,
a junior majoring in political science
and environmental studies, has been
named to the dean’s list for the spring
2009 semester at Fordham Univer-
sity in the Bronx, N.Y.

A 2007 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, he is the son
of Curt and Hope Brand of Scotch
Plains.

LOCALS ONLY…Westfield author Peter Birle recently visited Louise Loffredo’s
third grade class at Franklin School. The author of such children’s books as “Locals
Only” and “Full Speed Ahead” discussed his journey to become an author and the
importance of writing. Mr. Birle had donated the visit for the Education Fund of
Westfield’s spring auction, and this “prize” generated a great time for the students.
Pictured are: Mrs. Loffredo and Mr. Birle standing behind the third graders.

Rimkus Graduates
From Susquehanna

WESTFIELD – David C. F.
Rimkus, son of Bob and Nancy
Rimkus of Westfield, received his
Bachelor of Arts degree on May 10 at
the Susquehanna University com-
mencement in Selinsgrove, Pa. David
graduated with a major in history and
a minor in Spanish.

800-762-8378

33rd

SUMMIT

NEW PROVIDENCE

SCOTCH PLAINS

KENILWORTH

PSAT / SAT PREP

Every year, UCC students transfer credits to top 
colleges and universities across the United States. The

College has transfer agreements with over 50 colleges and
 programs, as well as Joint Admissions and Dual Degree Programs

with NJIT and Rutgers, Georgian Court, Montclair State, Kean, 
Fairleigh Dickinson and New Jersey City Universities.

UCC offers you a quality education, 
at a price you can afford, close to home. 

C H O O S E

■ Choose from 80 Programs of Study or English as a Second
Language

■ Fall ‘09 Semester begins Sept. 2 (register until Sept. 9)
■ Fall ‘09 Late Start classes begin Sept. 16 (register until Sept. 22)
■ Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or

 universities
■ Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends
■ Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses 
■ Only $94 per credit for Union County residents

FOR INFORMATION CALL
908-709-7518 OR

Visit UCC online at
www.ucc.edu

SP’s Adisano Earns
Bachelor’s Degree

SCOTCH PLAINS — Brittany
Adisano of Scotch Plains earned her
Bachelor of Science degree in Ac-
counting at Binghamton University,
one of the four university centers of
the State University of New York.
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CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO
424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

     Tel:  908.233.9094

E-mail: carolynklingerkueter@mac.com

Web Site: carolynmusic.com

       STEVE SHEVLINO

     JANET FITTERER

          PHYLLIS TANTAWY

• Piano Preparatory & General 

      Music Classes for 4-6 yr olds

• Piano Lessons for 5 1/2 yr olds and up

• Adult piano lessons

      .....50 years, and STILL counting.

Rainbow Experience
Announces Auditions

PLAINFIELD – The Rainbow Ex-
perience, a theater ministry of the
United Church of Christ-Congrega-
tional-Plainfield, announced upcom-
ing auditions for Leader of the Pack,
a musical celebrating the life and
times of Ellie Greenwich, whose Doo-
wop sounds were at the top of the
charts in the early- to mid-1960s,
with hit songs like “Be my Baby, “Da
Doo Ron Ron, “Chapel of Love” and
“River Deep, Mountain High”

Michael Gary handles choreogra-
phy; musical direction, Christopher
Howatt; direction, Scott Goldman.

Performers, ages 10 through adult,

should prepare a song in the style of
the show. Performers should also be
prepared to move and dance to 1960’s
music.

Auditions and rehearsals will be
held at the United Church of Christ-
Plainfield, located at 220 West Sev-
enth Street, on September 7 and 10.
Callbacks will be announced and are
tentatively set for September 12

Rehearsals will be held on Monday
and Thursday evenings, from 7 to 10
p.m., and Saturdays at 10 a.m. until 2
p.m. starting September 14. The show
will be performed November 7 and 8,
and November 14 and 15 in Plainfield.

OVER THE RAINBOW... Above, members of the theater ministry perform in the
2008 Rainbow production of Godspell.

Sensational Soul Cruisers
Perform in Free Concert

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Summer Arts Festival concludes
its 2009 concert series on Wednesday
evening, August 26, with music by The
Sensational Soul Cruisers. The public
is invited to attend this free concert of
soul music at Echo Lake Park, on the
border of Mountainside and Westfield,
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The Sensational Soul Cruisers, an
11-man vocal-harmony group with
horns, is led by sax player Screamin’
Steve Barlotta of Freehold; the band
captures the essence of the Jersey shore
sound, growing from humble basement
origins to performing more than 200
shows each year.

Now celebrating 19 years together,
the band returns to Union County to

entertain its fans with a high-energy
assortment of rhythm and blues,
Motown, Stax and classic Philly Soul.

The Union County Education Asso-
ciation sponsors the Sensational Soul
Cruisers performance at Echo Lake
Park on August 26. Lawn chairs, blan-
kets and picnic baskets are encouraged.
Refreshments and snacks will be avail-
able from vendors.

In case of rain, the concert will be
held at the air-conditioned audito-
rium at Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Av-
enue, at 7:30 p.m. For rain informa-
tion, call the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal at (908) 558-4079 or visit
ucnj.org/parks/summerarts.html

Jenna Newman Receives
Marc Hardy Scholarship

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop (WSW) has awarded
the Marc Hardy Scholarship to Jenna
Newman, a student
at Colonia High
School, who was a
cast member in this
summer’s produc-
tion of Little Shop
of Horrors.

Summer Stage
Theater director
Kenneth Horn
made the scholar-
ship presentation
after the final per-
formance of the sci-
fi musical spoof on
July 30 at the
Edison Intermedi-
ate School audito-
rium in Westfield.

Jenna, chosen for
exhibiting out-
standing achieve-
ment in the arts, is in her third year as a
cast member in the theater productions
for WSW, and formerly appeared in
The Pirates of Penzance and The Wiz.

The Marc Hardy Scholarship was

created to honor the memory of Marc
Hardy, a young man who was a talented
vocalist and actor. As a student at the

Westfield Summer
Workshop, he was
an active partici-
pant in the theater.
He was also a mem-
ber of the Screen
Actors Guild and
appeared on the
“Bill Cosby Show”
and in several tele-
vision commer-
cials.

Each year, the
Westfield Summer
Workshop presents
this scholarship to
a cast member who
displays the quali-
ties of hard work,
dedication and a
positive attitude,
traits that Mr.

Hardy himself demonstrated while
working on productions.

For more information, call (908) 789-
9696 or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Jenna Newman is the recipient of the
2009 Westfield Summer Workshop
Marc Hardy Scholarship.

‘Ghost Hunters’ Team Investigates
Union County Court House in Eliz.

BY DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – On June 7, 1780,
Hannah Caldwell, wife of Reverend
James Caldwell, was standing in the
parsonage’s master bedroom when
she was shot dead.

The 42-year-old mother of nine
was a victim of the Battle of Con-
necticut Farms (now Union Town-
ship), some say by a British sniper,
others say by a stray bullet. Regard-
less, she died on the spot and was
buried in the cemetery at the First
Presbyterian Church in nearby
Elizabethtown.

Today, Mrs. Caldwell is said to
float through the halls of the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth, the
next-door neighbor of her final rest-
ing place.

This past March, the crew of the
Syfy channel’s “Ghost Hunters” vis-

ited the courthouse to investigate Mrs.
Caldwell’s purported presence along
with other unusual, suspected paran-
ormal activity. That episode will air
on September 16.

According to Union County Sher-
iff Ralph Froehlich, Bruce Tango, a
former police officer under then-lieu-
tenant Froehlich in Elizabeth and fa-
ther of one of the ghost hunters, Dave
Tango of Linden, brought the myste-
rious goings-on at the courthouse to
the attention of The Atlantic Paranor-
mal Society (TAPS).

“I am not a disbeliever,” Sheriff
Froehlich said. “I was just not real
confident about the show.”

That lack of confidence dissipated
when the TAPS team showed up.

“It’s amazing the equipment they
have,” he said. “The people are so
into it. I was quite impressed with
them.”

About 20 years ago, Sheriff
Froehlich said a close friend of his at
the courthouse had a personal experi-
ence with an apparition at the court-
house.

“One morning, Duke came to work.
His windows looked out on the cem-
etery. He opened his shades and
screamed. Everyone ran in. He in-
sisted he was OK.”

Pineda Conservatory
Announces Fall Enrollment
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Pineda

Conservatory is announcing open en-
rollment for this fall’s 2009 musical
theatre and musical theatre dance
classes. Staffed by a group of world-
class performers from Broadway, the
conservatory’s musical theatre classes
will prepare students in scene, audition,
and performance preparation.

The classes will use solo, ensemble
work and acting techniques to enhance
the talents of each individual. Each
year ends with a performance. The
Advanced Class is a combined dance,
acting and singing class for high school
students in grades 9 through 12.

This year’s offerings include Satur-
day and Thursday classes, and run 10
classes a semester. Scholarships are avail-
able based on talent and financial need.
All classes are held at the First United
Methodist Church in Scotch Plains.

The conservatory’s Saturday
classes include: Musical Theatre for
grades 2 to 6 from 10 to 11 a.m., and
11 a.m. to noon, for grades 6 to 9, and
Musical Theatre Dance for grades 6
to 9 from 10 to 11 a.m., and Musical
Theatre Dance for Grades 2 to 6 from

11 a.m. to noon. Students enrolling
for both musical theatre and dance
classes receive a $25 discount.

Thursday offerings include Musi-
cal Theatre Class for grades 6 to 9
from 6 to 7 p.m. and Advanced Musi-
cal Theatre and Dance Combined
class for high school students in grades
9 to 12 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Recent graduates of the Pineda
Conservatory include Brian Hart of
Westfield, who will attend Syracuse
University for musical theatre in Sep-
tember, and Holly Curran, currently a
student at New York University’s
Tisch School of the Arts.

As part of the conservatory’s mis-
sion, $17,000 in scholarship money
was awarded to the more than 28 stu-
dents who attended. The program also
hosted work-study interns of high school
age, who were trained in a variety of
jobs within the productions and classes.

Early registration is recommended,
and class sizes are limited.

For more information, visit
pinedaconservatory.com, e-mail
pinedaconservatory@comcast.net or
call the conservatory at (908) 731-1377

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Heeney Contest Winner Brafman,
16, Pens First Novel, ‘Death Bunny’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Joshua Brafman is
only 16 years old, but despite his
young age, the soon-to-be Westfield
High School (WHS) junior has 13
books in progress, and his first, a self-
described “illustrated graphic novel,”

has already been published.
Joshua’s highly imaginative liter-

ary debut, “Death Bunny!” is the story
of Kitti, a three-foot, 11-inch rabbit
who is also the adopted son of Grim
the Reaper, one of the rulers of the
Underworld.

Determined to save his father,
trapped in another dimension by a
rival ruler, Lord Devi, Kitti enlists the
aid of several additional characters,
including robots, giant caterpillars,
zombie skeletons and a panda bear
that eats fudge.

The author began writing
“Death Bunny!” when he was
11 years old.

“The characters and their
names evolved over the years,”
he said, adding that the “Death
Bunny!” illustrations and story
line built upon each other.

“Many times, I’ll take some-
thing, like a tree branch, and see a
picture in my mind of some creature’s
body part... and other times, the ideas
just flow naturally from my brain to
paper,” he continued.

“A friend of mine once said my
drawings could even be seen as ‘a mix
between Saturday morning cartoons
and Godzilla movies,’” said Joshua.

The author’s grandmother, Marilyn
Hart of Mountainside, a Professor
Emerita of Psychology at Kean Uni-
versity, and former member of the
Mountainside Borough Council,
helped with the book’s editing.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, Mrs. Hart said she remembers
her grandson, ever since preschool,
having an above-average verbal abil-
ity and a precise memory.

“If I ever used a word he didn’t
understand, he’d stop and ask me what
it meant,” Mrs. Hart said. “I remember
when he was 4, he told me he was
bored. When I made suggestions about
how to cure his boredom, he asked,
‘What are my other options?’”

Mrs. Hart described her grandson
as “an interesting kid” and “very per-
sistent.”

“Once he starts, he just keeps writ-
ing,” she said. “I’m actually trying to

get him to shorten his books and limit
his characters for future works.”

Forthcoming books somewhat con-
tinue the original book’s storyline,
although they feature different vil-
lains.

Next to be released, “Death Bunny
and the Eternal Inferno,” is slated to
be available in mid-2010.

Both books are written for the pre-
teen and teen reader.

Joshua is no stranger to accolades
for his writing.

In 2006, he won The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains
– Fanwood Times’ inaugural
Bernard Heeney Creative Writ-
ing Contest in the Student Di-
vision for his story, “The Ad-
ventures of Starman.”

The contest honored the
memory of former Westfield
Town Clerk, Bernard Heeney,

Jr., a voracious reader of newspapers
and passionate author of newspaper
letters to the editor.

Joshua fuels his creative passions
by playing video games and creating
videos for You Tube.

His future goals include furthering
his education at CALARTS and be-
coming a writer and animator of car-
toon productions.

“Death Bunny!” is published by
iUniverse and is available from online
and local booksellers.

Nurse to Kids: There’s
Nothing to Fear

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Meet the
School Nurse,” written and illustrated
by Marjorie Picard, RN, a blue-rib-
bon-winning artist, teaches school-
children that there is nothing to fear
when going to the nurse’s office.

She shows what the nurse does and
cites examples of common condi-
tions such as fevers, rashes, scrapes
and bruises, and “head bugs.” She
also mentions the nurse’s other duties
such as weighing and measuring.

Mrs. Picard is a retired school nurse,
having worked at The Kings Daugh-
ters Day School in Plainfield.

MEET THE SCHOOL NURSE…Valeria Erdosi-Mehaffey, left, director of The
Kings Daughters Day School in Plainfield School, accepts a copy of “Meet the
School Nurse,” written and illustrated by Marjorie Picard, a blue-ribbon-
winning artist and Scotch Plains resident. The author enjoys painting and has
studied at the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey in Summit. Her book is available
online at amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com, target.com, Borders Marketplace
and many others.

GHOST SEASON...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, left, gets fitted for a
microphone for the final scene in an upcoming episode of “Ghost Hunters,” to be
aired tentatively on Wednesday, September 16, on the Syfy channel.

Later that day, Sheriff Froehlich
asked his friend, in confidence, what
happened. “He told me that when he
opened his shades, he saw an appari-
tion in the cemetery.”

By coincidence – or perhaps not –
that very day, items stolen six months
earlier from a crypt in that cemetery
were being returned.

When the Ghost Hunters investi-
gate a suspected haunted site, the
crew brings a host of electronic equip-
ment to try and detect a ghostly pres-
ence. Whether or not that equipment
detected anything at the courthouse
or the cemetery, however, is a secret,
according to Sheriff Froehlich.

“I know, but I can’t tell,” he said.
“You’ll have to wait for the show.

Sheriff Froehlich will watch the
episode at home with his wife on his
new flat-screen television set. “I can’t
wait to see how it turned out,” he said.
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