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Scotch Plains Resident Defends WF
Farmhouse Store Against StrollerGate

Colorado Subscriber Weighs In On
Westfield StrollerGate Controversy

Many Are Thanked as
Store Expands During

Challenging Times
The Farmhouse Store recently moved

to its new, larger location on East Broad
Street and re-opened for business on Sat-
urday, August 8. We would like to thank,
first and foremost, the people of Westfield
and the surrounding area towns for two-
and-a-half years of support and patronage
at our original North Avenue location.
We had wonderful landlords there in Jay
and Jean Tintle, and enjoyed all our neigh-
bors at Jay’s Cycle Center.

Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
has been a tremendous help and supporter
since we began looking into opening our
business in Westfield in late 2006. We
thank her for her assistance and encour-
agement and for organizing the ribbon-
cutting for our grand re-opening. Thanks
also to Mayor Andy Skibitsky for presid-
ing over our ribbon-cutting. He was there
for our first opening in 2007, and we were
so pleased to have him back for this one.

While we undertook most of the reno-
vations ourselves, we could not have com-
pleted them without the assistance of
Huggins Hardwood Flooring, John
Doremus of JP Contractors and Nick at
Sign Max. Thanks also to our new land-
lord, John Franks Realty Company, for
their support during our renovations. We
thank Jamie Chavez, owner and execu-
tive chef of Xocolatz Restaurant and Grill
on Elmer Street, for catering a tremen-
dous staff dinner in the store the night
before we opened.

We’ve expanded our staff from one
employee to seven and are so glad to be
able to employ more people in a troubled
job market. We look forward to an even
bigger future serving the people of
Westfield and Union County in our home
and giftwares store. With deep thanks and
appreciation,

Ed Menapace
Bill Curtis

The Farmhouse Store
Westfield

Garwood Lions Write Mayor to Save
Picnic Gazebo from Demolition

Former WF Councilman Reflects
On Chambers Lawsuit Settlement

Neighborhood Council
Thanks Westfield

Foundation
The Board of Trustees of the Westfield

Neighborhood Council wishes to thank
The Westfield Leader for the wonderful
feature article on our “resurgence.” We
want to make sure that the Town of
Westfield knows that our good fortune is
in a large part due to the faith the Westfield
Foundation has had in our mission.

The Westfield Foundation has made
our summer programs possible in the past
and again this year. Its generosity has
been a constant support to our center as
well as to other worthy causes in Westfield.

Lisa Quackenbush
Westfield

I have followed the saga of April Erck’s
crusade against The Farmhouse [Store, in
Westfield] from afar, and I have a simple
observation about this situation. The un-
derlying problem here isn’t strollers or
handicap laws, it’s the fact that people
like April are unable to control their anger
and think rationally about how to deal
with these kinds of situations.

If Ed Menapace is breaking the law,
then call the cops. But if he is not, don’t
have a big hissy fit about it and bring on
your mindless minions to harass the guy.
It’s as simple as that. The fact that such a
petty issue became a full-scale war be-

tween the mommies and the gallery owner
is a sad commentary on the lives of the
stroller pushers.

And the worst part of it all is that these
women are being such lousy role models
for their kids. They are showing their
children that the way to deal with conflict
is to get angry, get hateful and call up the
power of mob rule.

April describes her life in Westfield as
idyllic. Maybe it is on the outside, but on
the inside, that woman is a real mess.

Tom Edwards
Evergreen, Colorado

I have been a resident of Scotch Plains
and a shopper in Westfield for all of my
44 years and have been reading this paper
for most of my life. I have never felt
compelled to respond to anything that I
have read – until today! I read the letter
that was sent in by April Quartell Erck
about her double stroller not being “wel-
comed” at The Farmhouse Store on East
Broad Street.

I now know why it seems that a lot of
our youth have no common sense – they
get it from their parents. Any reasonable
adult would understand why pets and
double-wide strollers would not be al-
lowed in a store that carries exceptional
and finely crafted pottery, glasses, dishes
and other unique items. Oh, I guess I need
to mention that most of these products are
breakable. For her to say she is “having a
difficult time understanding the policy”
is beyond my comprehension. A double-
wide stroller usually brings with it four
little kicking feet and four little flailing
hands.

I don’t find the policy discriminating at
all. Everyone is welcome to shop, just not
while trying to maneuver their double-
wides around the display racks.

Personally, I find her attack on The
Farmhouse Store and its staff to be repre-
hensible. I have been a customer there
since they first opened on North Avenue.
Their new store on East Broad Street is
gorgeous. It reminds me of how down-
town Westfield used to be – with small
independent retailers selling unique prod-
ucts that you can’t find at the mall. Every-
one I have ever encountered there – from
the owner to the salespeople – have al-
ways been friendly, welcoming and ex-
tremely helpful.

I hope that Ms. Erck’s attack on them
will not keep people from going in and
checking out the store. I’m sure everyone
has noticed all the “For Rent” signs around
town – The Farmhouse Store is just what
Westfield needs right now!

Lisa DiPace
Scotch Plains

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
copied to the newspaper.

*****
Thank you for your recent telephone

call regarding the Lions picnic gazebo
located at the Garwood Baseball League
facility and the site of the new athletic
field complex project. This letter is in-
tended to clear up any misconceptions,
which may exist about any official posi-
tion that may have erroneously been at-
tributed to the Garwood Lions Club re-
garding the disposition of the gazebo.

Please be advised that at no time has
the Lions Club officially designated any
one member to speak representing our
organization or to share any view of the
proposed project. Nor have the Lions
ever been officially invited to participate
in any discussions regarding the borough
plans to improve the existing sports facil-
ity and how those plans would impact on
the gazebo.

Rather, based on verbal reassurances
of a sitting council member, Council-
woman Villagio, at a council meeting in
the fall of 2008, and those of Councilman
Sluka, as well as ongoing community
discussion, we were led to believe that the
picnic gazebo would be safe from demo-
lition. We are extremely distressed to
learn that this may not be the case.

This year, 2009, the Garwood Lions
Club will be celebrating the 80th anniver-
sary of our official charter with Lions
International. We are very proud of the
numerous projects that we have under-
taken over the years that have been in-
tended to enhance the lives of the residents
of the borough. The picnic gazebo is the
largest and was the most labor intensive of

those projects to date — all of which were
actually conceived and constructed with
donated materials by the Lions members
themselves at a time when the residents
were defining what their vision was for
their community. Seeing a need that ex-
isted and heeding the Lions motto, “We
Serve,” the Lions as members of the com-
munity took positive action.

Since its dedication in 1978, the Lions
Club gazebo has provided shelter from
the sun and rain so that Garwood’s clubs,
the recreation program and its families
could enjoy their scheduled activities and
celebrations there without concern of the
elements. Apparently structurally sound,
the gazebo received a new roof, chimney
flashing and electrical service in 2000,
and is constructed of concrete, cedar and
redwood; the gazebo is most assuredly
capable of continuing to provide an en-
joyable picnic/outdoor activity site for
Garwood’s baseball league, recreation
program and senior citizen group to name
a few for many more years to come.

As current officers and past presidents
of the Garwood Lions Club, we, the under-
signed, wish to go on the public record and
state that we would not be in agreement
with any plan for the athletic complex that
would involve demolishing the gazebo.
But rather [we] believe that continued use
of the gazebo can be incorporated into any
plan that may be adopted now or in the
future of the site — yours in Lionism.

Christine Guerriero, President;
Past Presidents:

Peggy Briggs,
James Marano

Patricia Quattrocchi and
Timothy Hak

These are my comments regarding the
recently settled lawsuit Sandra Chambers
v. Town of Westfield and Bernard Tracy.

In the early 1990s, the behavior of
Bernard Tracy in the Westfield Police
Department was faithfully reported, with-
out fear or favor, in The Westfield Leader.
Thus, when Thomas Jardim was mayor-
elect in December 1996, I advised him
that Bernard Tracy could cause future
difficulties.

When Thomas Jardim took office as
mayor, Bernard Tracy was detective lieu-
tenant. Shortly afterward, Bernard Tracy
was promoted to captain. I asked Mayor
Jardim about this promotion, but he re-
plied, “I thought long and hard about this,
but I deferred to the professionals,” refer-
ring to Police Chief Anthony Scutti and
Town Administrator Edward Gottko.

Some time later, Bernard Tracy was a
candidate for police chief. I advised Mayor
Jardim that Bernard Tracy could cause
future difficulties, but he replied, “Don’t
worry about it.” Then, Bernard Tracy was
appointed police chief. At that time, out-
going Police Chief Anthony Scutti pub-
licly praised Bernard Tracy in glowing
terms.

Shortly after Bernard Tracy was ap-
pointed police chief, I telephoned David
Grubb, administrator of the Suburban
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund. (He and
I had gone to the same college.) I gave
him a heads-up, that the appointment of
Bernard Tracy as police chief created a
risk of significant loss to that Fund.

Shortly after the settlement of the law-
suit, The Leader filed an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) request with the
town government to obtain the settlement
agreement. That agreement indicated that
the total settlement was $380,000, of

which the town paid $30,000 and the
Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund
paid $350,000.

The settlement agreement provided that
each party would bear its own legal costs.
I filed an OPRA request with Town Clerk
Claire Gray to determine the town’s legal
cost in this matter. She politely replied
that all legal bills were paid by the Subur-
ban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund. I
filed an OPRA request with the Fund, and
found that the total legal cost was
$83,500.75.

In the April 9, 2009, issue of The Leader,
there was a letter from Tim Harrington,
who is obviously knowledgeable about
pensions and benefits. He pointed out that
the settlement agreement made the town
liable for Sandra Chambers’s “disability
retirement” and “lifetime medical ben-
efits,” all of which would be very expen-
sive.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Town Ad-
ministrator James Gildea and the entire
Town Council have done a good-faith
effort of resolving the Sandra Chambers
litigation. In resolving this litigation, they
solved a problem, which prior municipal
officials had created.

The theory underlying tort law is that
the risk of tort liability will motivate
people to conduct themselves in a manner
that minimizes the risk of financial loss.
Thus, the Suburban Municipal Joint In-
surance Fund and the Town of Westfield
should design and implement municipal
personnel policies, which will minimize
the risk of further losses such as the losses
incurred in the Sandra Chambers settle-
ment.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

Kudos to Area Diner For Kindness
In Shipping Wheelchair Extensions

While visiting my aunt in Westfield,
we decided to go to lunch. She recom-
mended the Windsor Diner in Clark. We
enjoyed our visit there.

Upon leaving, the leg extensions of my
wheelchair were accidentally left behind
in the parking lot. When we arrived home
in Somers Point, N.J., we realized they
were missing. I called the diner, and was
happy to hear they were picked up and put
into their office for me to pick up.

This was impossible, as I live approxi-

mately 125 miles from Clark. Their man-
agement realized my problem; they told
me they would ship them to me by UPS.
My family and I could not get over the
thoughtfulness and help; their kindness is
certainly appreciated. This diner and staff
are wonderful.

Senior citizens really appreciate this
kind of care. They have my vote as num-
ber one.

Anna Geisler
Somers Point

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Capybara – A large, tailless, par-

tially web-footed rodent of South America
2. Ticpolonga – An extremely venom-

ous Indian snake
3. Runcation – A weeding
4. Gingili – Sesame seed or the oil from

it
NULLIPARA

1. Useless; of little or no value
2. A woman who has not borne a child
3. A traitor; turncoat
4. Apathetic; disinterested

CLACHAN
1. A hamlet in the Highlands of Scot-

land
2. Solidified; hardened
3. A state of insensibility; numbness
4. Hanging in clusters, such as with

grapes
STREPITANT

1. Harsh; raspy
2. Oozing; seeping
3. Noisy, loud
4. Salty; saline

ERUCTATION
1. Shameful; corrupt
2. The act of belching
3. Swelling or state of being swollen
4. The act of stretching and yawning

See more letters page 5

WESTFIELD — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R, LD-21) is-
sued the following statement after Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine named appointees to
the “Governor’s Local Government
Ethics Task Force.” It took the gover-
nor nearly 11 months to make these
appointments after he created the panel
with an executive order on September
24, 2008.

“Sadly, it took the indictment of an-
other 44 people for Governor Corzine to
move forward with one piece of the ethics
reform New Jersey needs,” Senator Kean

said. “The long suffering citizens of New
Jersey can only hope the governor will
put partisan politics aside and call a spe-
cial legislative session to close the re-
maining ethical loopholes that help foster
corruption.”

Republicans have suggested the fol-
lowing bills be considered in a special
session:

S-287 (T. Kean), 03-17-2008, limits
contributions by certain public contrac-
tors; limits contributions by county and
municipal political party committees.

S-445 (Pennacchio, Codey), 01-08-

2008, “Transparency in Government
Act;” provides for establishment of state
public finance website.

S-600 (Baroni), 03-17-2008, prohibits
campaign contributions by certain indi-
viduals, businesses or other organizations
that acquire property involved in eminent
domain proceedings.

S-684 (Beck), 01-08-2008, a bill that
prohibits county committees of a political
party from contributing to or accepting
contribution from another such county
committee.

S-685 (Beck), 12-15-2008, would pro-
hibit the simultaneous holding of certain
state, county and municipal elective and
appointive positions, often referred to as
‘dual office holding’.

S-760 (O’Toole), 03-17-2008, estab-
lishes stricter limits on contributions to
county committees of political parties
and by county committees to candidates;
prohibits contributions between county
committees.

Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

Corzine Is 10 Months Late
On Ethics Appointments

Another Resident Gets
Census Questionnaire
Regarding the letter to the editor from

Barbara Edwards that appeared August
13, I’d like to let Ms. Edwards know that
she is not the only one who received the
community questionnaire. I received
mine, and then got a second copy to fill
out because I did not report it right away.
Finally, after about three telephone calls
from the Census Bureau, I reported to
them during the final phone call the infor-
mation requested in the census, except for
one or two questions.

Chick Miller
Westfield
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County Court Would Only Create
Another Layer of Government

While Scotch Plains and Fanwood, as well as a
half-dozen or so police departments in Hunterdon
County, are researching ways to merge services to
cut costs, the County of Union is looking at creating
another layer of government. Union County is con-
sidering the creation of a county court system to
increase ways of bringing revenues into its coffers.
Union is one of only three of New Jersey’s 21
counties that have a county police department; an-
other two operate county parks police units.

The move comes just months after the county
adopted an ordinance to get into the towing business.
In the past, while towing companies had to be
licensed with the county in order to tow vehicles
from county parks and roads if summoned by county
police, they kept all revenue collected for towing
vehicles. The county will now take half of all towing
fees and have increased the rates when vehicles are
impounded — as well as half of the storage fees. In
addition, the county may create a storage location
for these vehicles in Springfield and collect all
revenue from the storage of impounded vehicles.

However, for the county to implement this plan,
they need a court system to be able to fine people,
process tickets and collect the revenue.

While a county court system and police system
authorized to write tickets may create additional
revenue for the county, it takes revenue out of the
municipal courts such as Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside that currently handle
these matters.

Bergen County, the largest county in the state, is
the only county in the state that has a court in place.
The Central Municipal Court of Bergen County,
with an annual budget just under $1 million, col-
lected $6.7 million in revenue in 2008, $4.5 million
of which went into the county’s budget. Cases gen-
erated by the court come from Bergen County’s
police unit and prosecutor’s and sheriff’s offices.

Union County, with a population of just over
500,000 people, is 60 percent the size of Bergen
County. Does this mean Union County residents can
expect another $5 million in fines to be taken out of
their pockets down the road?

We previously wrote that that the change in the
county’s towing policy creates an incentive for tow-
ing vehicles all around the county. By creating a
county court system, will the Union County Police
Department (UCP) be under pressure to signifi-
cantly increase its presence beyond issuing sum-

monses to underage kids consuming beer in county
parks and trucks exceeding weight limits on county
thoroughfares?

Is that why the county is a looking to enhance the
accreditation of the Union County Police?

While all levels of government are looking to
generate additional sources of revenue, additional
layers of government only increase the bureaucracy
and property taxes. Can we really afford to have
more people on the public dole?

Would a county court judge be full-time? Would
he/she receive benefits? A pension? What about the
support staff, including a prosecutor and a public
defender? How much money would the state take
from this revenue as it does with parking tickets? The
state takes $12.50 now from each $32 parking ticket
in Westfield.

Rather than creating its own court, Union County
ought to help smaller towns like Fanwood, Garwood
and Mountainside form a joint court system that
would reduce overhead while increasing efficiency.

As part of the public safety strategic plan, the
county is also looking at a countywide Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) system. This is more along
the lines of where the county could be effective.
Towns are struggling to generate sufficient numbers
of volunteers to maintain 24/7 EMS operations. The
closing of Muhlenberg and Union hospitals has only
put more strain on both volunteer and paid EMS
units.

The county’s role must be to assist its 21 munici-
palities, not create more layers of government that
may only increase the cost of living for county
residents.

Taxpayers and businesses are crying for govern-
ment and public schools at all levels to reduce their
size and costs. This county plan seems to be counter
to all reason given the existing business climate.

We suppose it is a matter of philosophy though;
some believe more government and bigger govern-
ment is better. Seems like the county favors this view
and intends to expand. They are already buying up
public property with your open-space tax dollars.
Now it seems they want to fine you. This is not
change we can believe in. We urge the freeholders to
reconsider.

We understand the State Legislature must pass
laws to enable this county court system. If you’re
concerned, we urge you to talk with your freehold-
ers, assemblymen and senators before it is too late.


