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FUTURE COPS?...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich congratulates the first
graduates of the Sheriff’s Youth Academy. Twenty-three youngsters graduated
from the program last week.

Lance Discusses Health Care
During Teleconference Call

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Residents of the
Seventh Congressional District were
able to have their voices heard on the
proposed national health care pro-
gram during a one-hour, teleconfer-
ence Town Hall meeting with Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) on
Tuesday.

Over 30,000 calls were made
through the BroadNet system with
3,600 persons participating, accord-
ing to Todd Mitchell, Mr. Lance’s
chief of staff. A dozen or so residents
had their questions answered by the
congressman. A survey taken during
the teleconference showed 203 call-
ers opposed national health care with
75 callers supporting it.

A resident of Union asked whether
or not President Barack Obama was
being honest when he said Americans
would be able to keep their current
health care coverage. Mr. Lance said
to the caller that if a company opts to
join a federal government-run health
care system, the company’s employ-
ees would be required to join the plan
to keep their health insurance.

“I am not sure there is going to be
an even playing field between the
governmental plan and private insur-
ers and small businesses that use pri-
vate insurers or even larger busi-
nesses,” Mr. Lance responded.

A caller from Whitehouse Station
said she believes that if a national
health care plan is enacted, members
of Congress should be forced to join
the plan.

“I want you to know that I don’t
want to have that plan for myself
because I don’t favor it for anyone
else,” Mr. Lance said.

A caller from Westfield said he
believes one of the reasons for sky-
rocketing medical costs is the “astro-
nomical” cost of malpractice insur-
ance for doctors. He asked Mr. Lance
to give some specifics of how this
expense could be lowered.

In response, Mr. Lance said an al-
ternative plan he and other Republi-
cans have written, the Medical Rights
and Reform Act, would cap punitive
damages awarded in malpractice law-
suits to between $250,000 and
$300,000. He said that because of
these costs doctors tend to practice
what he termed “defensive medicine”
by “ordering more tests than are nec-
essary because they are scared to death
of lawsuits, frivolous or otherwise.”
He said the Democratic plan “does
not include one iota of tort reform.”

A Springfield resident asked if the
GOP plan for tort reform “was de-
signed as a poison pill” so as not to be
considered by the Democratic major-
ity in Congress. Mr. Lance said the
plan was not designed with this in
mind and that he believes there are
Democrats in the House who favor

tort reform.
Another caller from Warren Town-

ship asked if the congressman would
be holding any in-person Town Hall-
style meetings.

“We are thinking about that, but we
can reach so many more people di-
rectly through a telephone town hall.
At a Town Hall meeting there might
be 200 people or so (in attendance)
and tonight we have made 30,000
calls and there are as many as 5,000
people on the line. This is a way I can
reach as many people as possible,” he
said.

Another Westfield resident said he
believes a national health insurance
plan could be drafted similar to Medi-
care, reasoning that it “has been work-
ing well” as opposed to continuing
with private insurance companies,
which he said take 20 percent off the
top for executive salaries, bonuses,
etc.

Mr. Lance said while he supports
Medicare he is “not sure” he favors
extending the entitlement program
“to the working population” through
a national health care “single payer”
system. The congressman instead fa-
vors increased competition in the
health care insurance market “to lower
the cost of insurance,” while also
lowering salaries and bonuses of top
insurance executives. He also said
both the Democrat and GOP plans
would not permit insurers to reject
persons because of a preexisting medi-
cal condition.

A Berkeley Heights woman asked
if whether or not having the public
participate in town hall meetings can
“actually change the outcome” of the
national health care debate.

“I hope that events like this…will
have some effect,” Mr. Lance said. “I
did not think the majority has the votes
necessary in the House to pass the plan
(prior to the summer recess).”

Mr. Lance said one of the main
reasons he opposes the Democratic
plan is that cost estimates from the
Congressional Budget Office place
the expenditure at $239 billion over
10 years on top of the nation’s current
$11-trillion debt.

A Belle Meade resident said she
fears there is an effort in Congress to
“push this through Congress.” Mr.
Lance said new Presidents believe
their first year is when they can “en-
gage in the most legislative activity.”
He called health care President
Obama’s “signature issue.”

A Somerville resident said he fa-
vors the idea of health savings ac-
counts that include a provision for
catastrophic care. Mr. Lance said the
GOP includes health savings accounts
although he was not sure the proposal
would include catastrophic insurance.

Tuesday’s teleconference was the
third the congressman has held on
health care.

NJ Corruption Hearing
Yields Varied Solutions

TRENTON — While witnesses at
Monday’s public hearing on corrup-
tion, sponsored and facilitated by the
Assembly Republican Policy Com-
mittee, offered many and varied solu-
tions to battling the state’s culture of
corruption, committee chairman As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) said first and foremost, the
message must come from the State
House that “clearly and unequivo-
cally corruption will not be tolerated
in New Jersey.”

“We are not looking to simply pass
new laws, to over regulate the ethics
environment, but it’s apparent the mes-
sage coming from the governor’s office
and the Legislature is not strong
enough,” Mr. Bramnick said. “The goal
of this committee’s hearing is to ex-
plore the causes of the corruption and
solutions for restoring the public’s trust
in government in the Garden State by
offering a public forum on the matter.”

Nearly 10 witnesses testified at the
hearing including a former federal
prosecutor who currently works as a
defense attorney specializing in white
collar crime; a convicted felon who
served as a prosecution witness in a
white-collar crime case; a college
professor and political analyst; a
former state senator; a Monmouth
County freeholder, and a council-
woman who was elected to fill the

unexpired term of an official arrested
in a corruption sting in 2005.

Mr. Bramnick said that while many
of the witnesses said more stringent
ethics reform laws are needed, in-
cluding closing loopholes in pay-to-
play legislation and bans on wheeling
and dual office-holding, other types
of action suggested include:

Comprehensive ethical training,
in particular, for elected municipal
and county officials and board mem-
bers and enhancing law
enforcement’s ability to investigate
and prosecute white-collar crime by
dedicating more manpower and pro-
viding appropriate training. One
witness said the use of plea bargains
is one of law enforcement’s most
effective tools. He noted that one
informant led to the arrest of 44
public officials in the FBI’s most
recent corruption sting.

Also recommended are passage of a
“serial economic predator law.” Call-
ing corrupt public officials “serial eco-
nomic predators,” one witness said so-
ciety should treat public corruption with
the same disdain as a serial murderer.

Witnesses said a state white-collar
crime task force needs to be formed
as does an effort to focus public atten-
tion on public corruption through
public hearings such as the one held
Monday as a deterrent. Since elected
officials fear public opinion, infor-
mation about corruption and public
involvement in the issue is necessary,
witnesses told the committee.

Also recommended was a move
from a governor-appointed state at-
torney general to an elected, indepen-
dent state attorney general, whose
position would be publicly-funded to
allow for greater transparency.

Asm. Bramnick, quoting from the
book, “The Soprano State,” in which
the author quips that perhaps, “New
Jersey’s destiny is to become the So-
prano State,” noted that policy
committee’s goal on this issue is to
keep New Jersey from just such a
destiny. He said he and the other
members of the committee who at-
tended today’s hearing agree the in-
put they received was “insightful and
valuable” and will be considered when
drafting future ethics legislation.

Mr. Bramnick added the commit-
tee plans to hold additional corrup-
tion hearings in the future.

Also attending today’s hearing were
Assembly Republican Policy Com-
mittee members Assemblymen Dave
Rible (LD-11,Wall Township) and
Dave Wolfe, LD-10, Brick), and As-
semblywoman Denise Coyle (LD-
16, Branchburg).

GW BOE Opts Against
Music Activity Charge

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Following a brief
executive session on Tuesday night,
the Garwood Board of Education said
it would not be instituting a fee for
instrumental music for the 2009-2010
school year.

The board was considering charg-
ing $25 to those students wishing to
participate in the district’s extracur-
ricular music program. Board Presi-
dent Adele Lewis said both timing
and administrative concerns contrib-
uted to the board’s decision.

“Everything is going to stay the
same for music for this year,” Ms.
Lewis said. “We’re going to look at it
to make a change for next year.”

Earlier this summer, the board
passed a $75 per month fee for stu-
dents entering pre-kindergarten and
a fee of $25 per child, per sport for
participation in extracurricular ath-
letics. The board is facing a $400,000
budget shortfall for the 2010-2011
school year and also saw its pro-
posed budget defeated by voters in
April.

The fees drew criticism from resi-
dent John Conlin, who said although
he “appreciate[s] the problem the
board is having in raising money,” he
believes activity fees are the wrong
means to increase revenue. Mr. Conlin
also expressed concern that the fees
could create an unfair burden on low-
income families.

“I hope that the board has the policy
to subsidize these students that want
to participate in these ‘extra-curricu-
lar’ activities,” Mr. Conlin said. “Be-
cause if, as a community we don’t do
that, I think we are in some ways
determining the future of Garwood,
arts, athletics and even curriculum.”

Ms. Lewis said though the board
does not have a written policy regard-
ing financial hardship, state law ex-
empts students qualifying for free
school lunches from the fees.

“If someone qualifies for the free
lunch, they would not be required to
pay any of these activity fees,” Ms.
Lewis said. “So there is a mechanism
in place so that if someone qualifies,
they would not have to pay.”

Dana Maher, a local parent, said
she did not “have a problem with the
nominal fee” and had confidence that
the school district would not allow
financial hardship to prevent students
from participating in programs.

“I do think the administration is
aware of the families that are needy
and I don’t think they would let any-
one not take an instrument,” Ms.
Maher said.

In other business, the board de-
ferred a decision on how to address
an air-conditioning problem in the
Lincoln School’s computer lab as it
investigates proposed solutions.

 The board voted five to three to
approve a second sabbatical leave for
teacher Kelly Dunn. An earlier re-
quest for a second sabbatical by Ms.
Dunn was denied in May. The leave
does not include pay and benefits.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesdsay, September 15 at
7:30 p.m. in Lincoln School located
at 400 Second Avenue.

WHS Yearbooks
Are Now Online

WESTFIELD — The Westfield High
School yearbooks from 1922 through 2002
have been digitized and added to the
Westfield Memorial Library’s online
archive. To view the archive, go online to
wmlnj.org.

WF Resident Linked
To Madoff Scheme

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Joanne Crupi has been linked to the
Bernie Madoff Ponzi scheme, ac-
cording to a report on myfoxny.com.
The station reported, in a video avail-
able on its website, that Ms. Crupi is
“under criminal investigation and
could be the next Madoff loyalist
arrested.”

“Fox 5 News obtained Madoff Se-
curities’ bank statements that show in
October 2008, Madoff wired $2.25
million to Crupi’s real estate law-
yers,” according to myfoxny.com.

It reported that the money was used
to purchase a home at the Jersey Shore,
and was determined in other news
accounts to be in Mantoloking.
Through a search of online real estate
records available on the New Jersey
Tax Assessors Association website,
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times has learned
that Ms. Crupi purchased a house
with Judith G. Bowen in 1997 on
Grove Street in Westfield for
$412,000.

A link to the report is available in
the Briefs section at goleader.com.


