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POLICE BLOTTER

paign if one doesn’t have money” – and
this can lead to problems. “Does a
donor to a campaign then feel he should
be first in line for, say, approvals by the
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion? Does a pattern of voting by a
legislator develop, reflecting the inter-
ests of donors [over the interests of the
general public]?”

Mr. Stahl and Mr. Bramnick agreed
that the Pay-to-Play laws are ineffec-
tive because “wheeling is allowed.
Where it is illegal for person A to give
money to person B; however, wheeling
allows person A to give the money to
person C who then gives it to person B.
In effect, they just add one more step to
the money giving process.”

Mr. Stahl said there are countless
cases around the country, both federal
and state, where people were convicted
of a crime they did not commit. Science
advancement with DNA has shown
that there have been people jailed for
years for crimes they did not commit,
he said.

On how he would defend a case
where money was given in a brown
bag, Mr. Stahl acknowledged that there
are cases that are clear-cut.

Mr. Stahl pointed out that the Attor-
ney General (AG) is the state prosecu-
tor appointed by the governor. All county
prosecutors, also appointed by the gov-
ernor, report to the AG. The office has
hundreds of attorneys and the investi-
gative arm of the AG is the detective
bureau of the state police.

Differently, the President of the
United States appoints the U.S. Attor-
ney and the investigative arm is the FBI.
New Jersey has one U.S. Attorney, con-
sidered one of the most powerful of-
fices in the nation. Larger states have
more than one U.S. Attorney.

Mr. Corbin asked why the AG never
prosecutes political corruption, suggest-
ing public perception is that the office is
kept from doing this by those in politi-
cal power, and that the office is held in
low esteem in the public’s mind by the
disgrace of some past appointees, such
as Zulima Farber.

Mr. Bramnick said the AG is not
organized for prosecuting political cor-
ruption and that it is more focused on
crime (drugs, gangs, etc.). He suggested
though that the current AG, Anne Mil-
ligram, might be moving more in that
direction.

Mr. Stahl said that most political
corruption cases start with tips from the
public and that the public is more likely
to call the FBI believing that their name

can be kept out of it. The U.S. Attorney
and the FBI also hold highly publicized
press sessions dramatizing indictments,
looking for sound bites. The public is
likely to conclude that the person
charged is guilty before a fair trial can
be given. It can be difficult to find a jury.
Most people in the public believe that
the person is guilty and that the scope of
the charges is only the tip of the iceberg.
The press reinforces this image of guilt,
and we have now tainted people to
believe it.

He said the “federal government has
enormous resources to investigate and
prosecute cases… Many defendants
don’t have the money for the legal fees
to compete and may actually plea-bar-
gain to lesser charges although they are
not guilty.”

He pointed to misconduct by some
“out-of-control” prosecutors such as in
the Duke case, where eventually the
only person who went to jail was the
prosecutor.

Mr. Stahl said, “There are many
elected officials in the state that start off
for the most part with the intention of
doing good for the community. The
laws and ethics are so complicated and
many gray areas exist. When the fed-
eral government sends out an informer,
the informer is given scripted phrases
in advance to be implanted on the tapes
for the purpose of developing a case –
trying to make it what the government
wants it to be.”

Mr. Bramnick quipped, “If someone
hands you a bag of cash, if it’s not your
mother, don’t take it. If it doesn’t seem
right, it probably isn’t.” He further ref-
erenced a quote when someone is found
innocent – “Now what department do I
go to, to get my reputation back?”

Mr. Stahl asked, “With over 500
municipalities, 40 senators and 80 as-
semblymen, who provides the ethics
training?” More hands-on training is
needed, he said.

Mr. Bramnick concluded by saying,
“The message on corruption must be-
come clear from the top that it will not
be tolerated; federal and state prosecu-
tors must continue to be vigilant and
perhaps public financing of elections is
necessary.”

On whether or not there is a danger
that we will become a police state, Mr.
Stahl said that “politicians are people,
the public must be selective in who they
elect and political parties must be selec-
tive in who they put up – the laws must
be clear, we have enough laws, training
is need.”
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Westfield Police Set DWI
Checkpoints Aug. 21-Sept. 7.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Police
Department has received a $6,000 en-
forcement grant from the Division of
Highway Traffic Safety to participate in
the Over the Limit Under Arrest State-
wide Impaired Driving Crackdown.

The grant will allow the Westfield Po-
lice Department to enhance enforcement
efforts against drunk driving during the
time period of Friday, August 21, to
Monday, September 7.

Enforcement efforts will include addi-
tional patrols of officers who are specifi-
cally trained in detecting and apprehend-
ing drunk drivers, as well as establishing
Driving While Intoxicated checkpoints.
The checkpoints will be established dur-
ing this campaign period at one or more of
the following locations in Westfield: North
Avenue, South Avenue, Central Avenue,
Springfield Avenue and East Broad Street.

The National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration reports that nationally,
drunk driving fatalities accounted for 32
percent of all traffic deaths in 2008. Last
year in New Jersey, 152 people were
killed as a result of alcohol-related crashes.
That number represents 26 percent of the
590 traffic fatalities reported in the state
last year. In addition, 56 of those alcohol-
related fatalities occurred during the sum-
mer travel season.

“Many people believe that after just a
few drinks, they’re safe to drive,” said
Pam Fischer, director of the Division of
Highway Traffic Safety. “Even one drink
can impair your judgment and reaction
time, putting not only yourself, but every-
one on the road, in danger.”

The Westfield Police Department is com-
mitted to using all enforcement efforts to
reduce the rate of alcohol related fatalities
through the detection and removal of im-
paired drivers from the public roadways.

Gene Janotti for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RELAXED AMIGOS...Three friends enjoy each other’s company downtown last
week in Westfield during the weekly Jazz Night performances.

A ROYAL VISIT AT THE WSW…Ashley Shaffer, Miss New Jersey 2009, visits
students at the Westfield Summer Workshop (WSW) on its closing day, July 31.
An opera singer, Ms. Shaffer performed for the students at their “Happening”
show and visited with the children in several classes. Pictured is Miss New Jersey,
center, holding crown, with cast members from the WSW Summer Stage Theater
production of Little Shop of Horrors.

option to create its own storage site for
towed vehicles, whereby the county
would collect 100 percent of the stor-
age fees. The county must license tow-
ing companies. The freeholders also
increased those fees.

Regarding whether or not a county
court was being considered as part of a
shared-services agreement with towns,
Mr. D’Elia said, “Yes, we will look at
everything we can do” (to help towns).

When asked where the cases that
come before a county court are cur-
rently being heard, Mr. D’Elia said,
“Many of the cases [are] likely tried
in municipal courts.” When asked
how much revenue a county court
might net for the county, Mr. D’Elia
said the county was still “looking to
project it (revenue) out.”

Bergen County is the only county
with a county court system. Accord-
ing to Bergen County spokeswoman
Sheri Hensley, the Bergen County
Central Municipal Court was created
in 1997 to save the county money.
This system has an annual budget of
$940,947 and employs three judges,
three prosecutors, a public defender
and a staff of 14.

Ms. Hensley said the central court
generated $4.5 million in revenue for
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County Court Proposed
the county last year out of $6.7 mil-
lion collected.

When asked what types of cases
the central court hears, Ms. Hensley
responded that typically, cases are
from the Bergen County police and
sheriff’s departments, prosecutor’s
office, weights and measures, the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey and health services. State legisla-
tion was signed into law in 1996 to
establish a central court, although
Bergen County has had a county court
for over 45 years.

“It was formerly Bergen County
District Court and then Superior Court
Special Civil Part (Traffic and Crimi-
nal Divisions). During the state take-
over (of the superior court benches)
in 1995, the court was disbanded. In
June 1997, it was re-established as
the Central Municipal Court,” she
said in an e-mail to The Leader.

Overall, Bergen County’s budget is
$480 million, with a tax levy of $339.5
million, compared to Union County’s
spending plan of $442.5 million and
county tax of $265 million. Bergen
County has 70 municipalities, with a
population of 900,000, compared to
Union County, which has 21 towns
and a population of 524,000.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 11, Donald Horan,

58, of Westfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant. He was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and
released.

Wednesday, August 12, a resident of
Morse Avenue reported that someone
removed his television valued at $1,500
from his residence.

Wednesday, August 12, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported being harassed
by her daughter’s friend, who repeat-
edly rings her doorbell and runs away.

Thursday, August 13, Shannell
Powell, 23, of Newark was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for an out-
standing warrant. She was transported
to headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Thursday, August 13, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that someone
entered her vehicle while it was parked
in her driveway and removed a CD player
valued at $350.

Thursday, August 13, a resident of
Donato Circle reported that someone
has been harassing her by calling her
cell phone numerous times from an un-
known number.

Friday, August 14, Sharon Gallagher,
49, of Scotch Plains was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for an out-
standing warrant. She was transported
to headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Friday, August 14, Caitlin Barolotta,
21, of Stirling was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant. She was transported to head-
quarters where she was processed and
released.

Saturday, August 15, a business on
Terrill Road reported that someone spray
painted his garbage dumpster in an act
of criminal mischief.

Fanwood
Friday, August 14, a vehicle was left

unlocked in the 100 block of North
Avenue and a GPS system valued at
$355 was removed.

Saturday, August 15, a resident left
her vehicle unlocked in the street in the
100 block of Patterson Road and some-
one removed CDs valued at $30.

Saturday, August 15, James Ander-
son, 40, of Westfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop in the 200
block of South Avenue for an outstand-
ing Newark warrant. He was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Saturday, August 15, a resident in the
100 block of Helen Street reported that
he heard someone in his residence after
he had gone to sleep for the night. Ac-
cording to police, nothing was removed
and there was no sign of forced entry.

Mountainside
Wednesday, August 12, Bruce D.

Terppe, 41, of Dayton was arrested at
the Middlesex County jail for an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside.
He was processed and held until his
court appearance scheduled for later in
the day.

Friday, August 14, Thomas J. Mollica,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for an out-
standing warrant out of Westfield in the
amount of $400. He was processed and
turned over to the Westfield Police De-
partment at the scene.

Friday, August 14, Ronal O. Ramirez,
23, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department for an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside in
the amount of $450.

Saturday, August 15, Gary F.
Schneider, 54, of Plainfield was arrested

following a motor vehicle stop and
charged with driving with a suspended
license. He was processed and released.

Saturday, August 15, an employee of
a Route 22 business had two tires on her
vehicle slashed and bleach poured on
her car. The location is under surveil-
lance and the video of the parking lot
will be reviewed in order to determine a
suspect in the case, authorities reported.

Sunday, August 16, a resident of
Knollcrest Road reported that two large
sinkholes had developed in his front
yard. According to police, the holes
were approximately two feet by three
feet deep and approximately one to two
feet from the curb and located directly
above a collapsed town rainwater sewer.
The Department of Public Works (DPW)
was notified of the problem and Ron
Romak from the DPW stated that the
department was aware of the problem
and would address it.

Monday, August 17, a resident of
Sunny View Road reported that some-
one broke his front light post by knock-
ing the light off the post sometime over-
night.

Westfield
Monday, August 10, a resident of

Lincoln Road reported the theft of a
diamond ring, valued between $18,000
and $20,000, from the master bedroom
of her home.

Monday, August 10, Tiquana Cabbell,
20, of Piscataway was arrested at Elm
Street and Dudley Avenue on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. She was processed
and released with summonses.

Tuesday, August 11, Sean Betts, 37,
of Linden was arrested on the 1200
block of South Avenue, West, on an
outstanding Linden criminal warrant.
He was processed and turned over to the
Linden Police Department.

Tuesday, August 11, a motor vehicle
was damaged through criminal mischief
while parked on the 500 block of Rahway
Avenue. The vehicle’s rear window and
rear driver’s side window were shat-
tered with an axe. There also was exten-
sive body damage done to the vehicle
with the axe.

Wednesday, August 12, Ezell Hunter,
21, of Piscataway was arrested on an
outstanding Atlantic City criminal war-
rant for $500 after a motor vehicle stop
on the 600 block of West South Avenue.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 12, an employee
of the board of education reported that
two motor vehicles at Edison Intermedi-
ate School on Rahway Avenue, used to
transport band equipment, were defaced
with graffiti-style lettering. The value of
the damage was undetermined and there
currently are no suspects.

Wednesday, August 12, an employee
of an East Broad Street business re-
ported that an unknown individual or
persons defaced the side of the building
with graffiti-style lettering. The value of
the damage was undetermined.

Thursday, August 13, Stephen Betau,
22, of Scotch Plains was arrested at West
Broad Street and Hazel Avenue on an
outstanding Fanwood traffic warrant for
$81. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, August 13, Oscar Naranjo,
29, of Westfield was arrested on the
1000 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding Rahway warrant. He was
processed and released to Rahway au-
thorities.

Friday, August 14, Thomas Mollica,
Jr., 23, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
Mountain Avenue in Mountainside on
an outstanding Westfield warrant for
$400. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, August 14, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Qyshaun
Bradley, 27, of Plainfield was arrested at
South Avenue and Crossway Place on an
outstanding Springfield criminal war-
rant for $1,741. Bradley was turned over
to the Springfield Police Department.

Saturday, August 15, Robert Carter,
53, of Westfield was arrested on Cacciola
Place on an outstanding Newark crimi-
nal warrant for $500. He was processed
and released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, August 16, Jordan L.
Loureiro, 19, of Springfield was arrested
after responding to Westfield police
headquarters to satisfy an active
Westfield traffic warrant for $33. She
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Sunday, August 16, Dennis
Fitzpatrick, Jr., 29, of South Plainfield
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Hort Street. A
further investigation revealed he alleg-
edly was in possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and held pending
release. Fitzpatrick was issued a sum-
mons for the marijuana possession
charge.

Sunday, August 16, a work van was
reported stolen from in front of a resi-
dence on the 400 block of Birch Place.
The theft, believed to have occurred
between 3 p.m. on August 15 and 6 a.m.
on August 16, remains under investiga-
tion.

County Prepares to Bid
Out Central Avenue Project

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Cen-
tral Avenue corridor project, which
seeks to improve traffic flow and
safety along the county roadway, will
go out to bid by the end of August.
The project calls for the implementa-
tion of modernized traffic-control
devices and the reconfiguration of
several intersections on Central Av-
enue, from the Clark border through
to North Avenue in Westfield.

The project, which has taken years
to gain traction, is under the jurisdic-
tion of Union County, which will
pick up the tab for the venture. Traffic
consultant Gordon Meth, who ad-
vised Westfield during the process,
estimated that the project would cost
at minimum $1.5 million.

Union County Public Information
Officer Sebastian D’Elia told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
Union County government would ad-
vertise for bids on the project in
roughly two to three weeks.

At Westfield’s last public council
meeting, August 4, before a month-
long summer recess, Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee Chairman Mark Ciarrocca allowed
The Times to review the final draw-
ings of the project. It marks the cul-
mination of the combined efforts of
Town Engineer Kris McAloon, Union
County Engineer Thomas Mineo, Mr.
Ciarrocca, Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella and Mr. Meth.

The final changes will result in the
following: the addition of a pedestrian-
activated crosswalk and traffic light in
the vicinity of Central Avenue and Clo-
ver Street; the creation of cul-de-sacs
on Cambridge Road and Belmar Ter-
race; the replacement of antiquated traf-
fic lights with modernized ones that
can be sequenced – at Sycamore Av-
enue, Grove and Park Streets – and a
dedicated left-hand-turn lane and sig-
nal at the intersections of Central and
South Avenues, as well as Central and
North Avenues.

Mr. Ciarrocca said one of the goals of
the project is to “upgrade the entire
system along Central Avenue, so that
the lights can be properly timed and
traffic stays on Central. We don’t want
traffic to push off to [parallel] streets
like Carleton Road, Boulevard and
Summit Avenue.”

Mr. Mineo, through e-mail, told The
Times that once work begins, most likely
this fall, he estimates a six- to nine-
month process until the project is fin-
ished.

Mr. Ciarrocca diagramed, with the
latest renderings, for The Times how
changes would impact drivers at key
intersections.

Beginning with Central and North
Avenues, a state intersection, Mr.
Ciarrocca showed that what is cur-
rently four lanes – two southbound and
two northbound – would be changed;
upon completion, there will be three
lanes – right, straight and left – for
northbound traffic on Central Avenue
at the intersection. Clark-bound traffic
leaving town will be relegated to the
remaining single lane.

A similar arrangement is planned for
the intersection of South and Central
Avenues; for drivers approaching the

north side of town, there will be a lane
to accommodate those making left turns
toward the train station, a single lane for
those going straight into town and the
existing right-turn lane for drivers head-
ing east toward Garwood.

“Right now, traffic stacks up on
Central Avenue,” Mr. Ciarrocca said,
“and people making a left to the train
are dissuaded from taking that route
without the left signal currently.”

To accommodate children crossing
Central Avenue from its east side to its
west side, where Jefferson Elemen-
tary School is located, a traffic light
will be placed at the intersection of
Cambridge Road and Central Avenue.

Unless a pedestrian were to press a
button to use the crosswalk, the light
will remain green constantly, Mr.
McAloon told The Times. Mr.
McAloon added that the pedestrian-
activated light would be sequenced
with the rest of the lights along the
Central Avenue corridor. “This way, it
won’t create unnecessary backups,”
he said.

In meetings with the public on the
possibility of placing a light at this
juncture, those who live on the west
side of Central Avenue expressed con-
cerns about the presence of cut-through
traffic if a light were installed.

As a “compromise,” Mr. McAloon
said, Belmar Terrace and Cambridge
Road will become cul-de-sacs. This, he
said, should stop traffic from cutting
down these streets to beat red lights
when a pedestrian crosses.

Mr. Mineo, the county engineer, cat-
egorized the venture as a “safety-im-
provement project,” especially for pe-
destrians crossing the busy thorough-
fare. In addition, he said the project
would mitigate traffic concerns on the
road.

tions on the need for amendments to the
local government ethics laws, as well
as whether or not enforcement respon-
sibility should be shifted from the Lo-
cal Finance Board to a different body
solely focused on government ethics.
The task force was also instructed to
make recommendations on how to
implement a training and compliance
program for local government ethics.

“We’re excited that after input from
the Legislature, and various local offi-
cials that a qualified panel is finally
ready to get under way,” a spokesman
for the governor said.

Senator Kean and other Republicans
including GOP Gubernatorial candi-
date Chris Christie, however, have been
critical of the governor for not appoint-
ing the task force earlier.

“Sadly, it took the indictment of an-
other 44 people for Governor Corzine
to move forward with one piece of the
ethics reform New Jersey needs,” Mr.
Kean said in a statement. “The long
suffering citizens of New Jersey can
only hope the governor will put parti-
san politics aside and call a special
legislative session to close the remain-
ing ethical loopholes that help foster
corruption.”

The task force will issue a report with
recommendations to the governor
within 10 months.

Cranford Airs Development;
Announces Flood Funding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Mayor David Robinson
at Tuesday’s Township Committee meet-
ing announced Olé Fire & Grill will open
in the Cranford Crossing development on
South Avenue in the space previously
occupied by Cosi restaurant. Since its
first occupant opened two years ago,
Cranford Crossing has had trouble occu-
pying the retail space on the ground level
and spots still remain unoccupied. It also
could not sell the condominiums pro-
posed above and switched the housing to
rental units.

He also announced a skateboard park is
planned for Hillside Avenue off Centen-
nial Avenue near the tennis courts. The
park will be built “at no additional cost to
the taxpayer,” he said. Funding comes
from donations.

The House of Representatives recently
passed a $300,000 grant to move for-
ward the Northeast Quadrant Stormwater
Management Project in the township,
Deputy Mayor Mark Smith announced.

“To our great pleasure this funding
will be coming from Washington,” he
said.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) had moved
this issue in front of his peers after hear-
ing at a Cranford Flood Advisory Com-
mittee meeting about the losses to
homeowners caused by flooding prob-
lems in the area due to the Rahway River.
In a report on NJ.com dated May 30,
2009, Township Engineer Rick Marsden
said an additional $20 million is needed to
complete the project, which has already
exhausted a $9.2-million bond.

Republican committee members Mr.
Smith and Mark Dugan both addressed
letters-to-the-editor written by Demo-
cratic committee member Daniel
Aschenbach, also a former mayor of
Cranford, and published in the Cranford
Chronicle.

Mr. Smith called Mr. Aschenbach’s
comments “malicious” and “close to li-
bel.”

In the letter, Mr. Aschenbach writes,
“Mr. Robinson and the Republican Chair-
man [Phil] Morin tried to use political
influence to ram through the Woodmont
project to benefit the owner of the prop-
erty who so happened to be a Republican
candidate for U.S. Senate.”

The Woodmont project is a stalled de-
velopment on Birchwood Avenue near

the conservation center and Verizon build-
ing on Orange Avenue. Developer S.
Hekemian Group recently applied to re-
zone the area to build residential units, of
which a part would comply with Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH), and a
parking deck. He was denied and filed a
Builder’s Remedy lawsuit, the second
such lawsuit the township has been is-
sued.

Two years ago, another developer
had proposed townhomes for persons
55 and over, geared to the more wealthy
— and citizens opposed the develop-
ment then.

Mr. Smith backed Mr. Robinson say-
ing he “never used political influence to
ram through the project.” He called the
letter a “self-serving untruth.”

Also in the letter Mr. Aschenbach
writes, “The Republican majority on the
Township Committee seems to have now
settled on the conclusion that more den-
sity is OK. If their plans are approved,
they will have given a green light to
almost 250 new housing units on two sites
in proximity of each other.”

“Mr. Aschenbach blames everyone but
himself for the failure for affordable hous-
ing,” Mr. Smith said, referring to prior
years when Mr. Aschenbach was on the
committee and failed to certify the town
for (COAH).

“That’s enough,” Mr. Aschenbach re-
sponded.

He said, “I don’t believe” the residents
want the density plan proposed to accom-
modate the COAH obligation.

“I don’t care about COAH,” he said.
“You have to care about COAH. It’s

the law,” Mayor Robinson responded.
“Ignoring it has gotten us into this mess.”

Mr. Aschenbach denied that retort.
He also said the Riverfront Develop-

ment project approved last year and to be
heard by the planning board August 19 is
another high-density project the commit-
tee has allowed when residents are op-
posed. The Riverfront Development is
drafted for South Avenue East, Chestnut
Street and High Street, just blocks from
Cranford Crossing. The design is a three-
story mixed-use conjoined building to
contain 90 condominiums, as well as 16
apartments designated for COAH, medi-
cal offices, business, restaurants and re-
tail space.

Mr. Dugan said, “I do not in any way
support higher density in the town.”

New Charge Levied
In Accident Case
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A Westfield resi-
dent charged with driving while in-
toxicated after striking a pedestrian
in a North Avenue crosswalk August
5 now faces an additional charge and
possible jail time, according to po-
lice.

Westfield Police Captain David
Wayman told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that Leslie Boughner,
55, also has been charged with aggra-
vated assault with a motor vehicle
causing bodily injury. He said she
had surrendered yesterday morning,
accompanied by her attorney, and was
released on $20,000 bail.

Additionally, because the incident
occurred in a school zone, Boughner
could be sentenced to jail if found
guilty, according to Captain Wayman.

Boughner was driving a 2005 Ford
Taurus eastbound on North Avenue
when she struck Gina Marotta, 25, of
Clark shortly after noon as the victim
crossed the street in front of the Lord
& Taylor department store in the 600
block.

Ms. Marotta sustained a broken
arm, broken leg and a head injury in
the accident. She was treated for her
injuries at University Hospital in
Newark and released. Boughner was
not injured.
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