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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WALKING WITH WATER...On August 15, 12 members of the Evangel Church’s Well Youth Ministry walked from Sears
to the church on Terrill Road, a distance of two miles, carrying full jugs of water. The goal was to raise awareness regarding
the lack of clean water in many parts of Africa, and raise funds in order to build wells for villages without a water source.
Above, members get ready to make the trek to illustrate to the community the daily task these women go through to provide
water to their families.

SP Church to Build Wells
In Africa to Help Water Crisis

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On August
26, 12 members of the Well Youth
Ministry from the Evangel Church in
Scotch Plains will travel to Venda,
South Africa, a remote village ap-
proximately three hours north of
Johannesburg, to work in conjunc-
tion with the African Oasis Project in
the construction of a clean water well.
Youth Pastor Chris Morante, Josh
Burtarm and their team of young
adults have been raising awareness
and funds to help provide clean water
to villages in Africa that literally have
none. Their original goal was to raise
enough money to fund the construc-
tion of one well, but through the gen-
erous donations from the congrega-
tion and the community, the con-
struction of four wells will now be
possible.

The Well Ministry, whose motto is
“Dig the Well, Find a Deeper Life”
had been looking for a mission when
they learned about the African Oasis
Project. The project’s main goals in-
clude digging wells, harvesting and
storing rainwater, educating villag-
ers on combating drought and train-
ing locals on well maintenance. In
villages such as Venda, women and
children are obligated to hunt for and
gather water, which can take up the
majority of their day.

They walk distances as great as
five miles carrying as much as 45
gallons of water that is barely suit-
able for bathing in. According to
Donald Payne, the Chairman for the
U.S. House of Foreign Affairs, “Af-
rica is one of the most water-impov-

erished regions and the lack of clean
water claims the lives of 4,900 chil-
dren every day.”

“I had been praying for an idea and
the pressing need to be about global
impact and global concern,” Pastor
Morante said regarding the Well
Ministry’s decision to make the trip.
He called the mission trip a “series of
coincidences,” starting with the
group’s name and the goal of the
mission. Another coincidence hap-
pened when Pastor Morante men-
tioned to parishioner Romain Dublin
that the trip would be to a “tiny vil-
lage called Venda” that he was sure
Mr. Dublin had never heard of. Not
only had he heard of Venda, but had
spent five years there on a mission
trip several years ago and was famil-
iar with the people and their customs.
Mr. Dublin and his wife, who is from
South Africa, will be accompanying
the group on the mission.

On August 15, the 12 members of
the Well Ministry who will travel to
Venda walked a distance of two miles
down Terrill Road from Sears to the
Evangel Church carrying full jugs of
water. Their goal was to raise com-
munity awareness and support by il-
lustrating the grueling task the woman
of these villages face daily for a re-
source most Americans take for
granted.

To support this cause, donations
can be sent to Pastor Morante at Evan-
gel Church, 1251 Terrill Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076. For more infor-
mation, or to learn to help, contact the
church at (908) 322-9300 or e-mail
Pastor Morante at
thewell@evangelchurch.com.

Dealing With Corruption
In New Jersey Discussed

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Asm. Jon Bramnick
and Attorney Robert Stahl provided an
interview on Wednesday, August 12,
with Horace Corbin, publisher of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, on the subject of “Deal-
ing With Corruption in New Jersey.”
The 40-minute video is available online
at goleader.com.

Asm. Bramnick (R-21) is the As-
sembly Minority Whip and represents
200,000 people across 16 towns, in-
cluding Westfield, in the state.

Mr. Stahl is a former U.S. Prosecutor
and is now an attorney defending cli-
ents accused of white-collar crime in
areas such as political corruption and
fraud. He was recently brought on to
defend the 87-year-old Rabbi Saul
Kassin of Brooklyn who was caught up
in last month’s FBI sweep of 44 corrupt
officials in New Jersey. He was unable
to comment on that matter.

Mr. Bramnick said the Assembly
Republican Policy Committee is hold-
ing hearings in Trenton (which started
Monday) because the “archaic rules of
the legislature do not permit public
input or debate on broad issues facing
the government.” Even on the floor of
the Assembly, a legislator can only
discuss the specific bill being presented.
“So, the very strong interest of the
legislature is not to have broad, public
discussion — we never even had a
debate on property taxes,” said Mr.
Bramnick.

He said these hearings would pro-
vide an open discussion on corruption
with public input, which has never oc-
curred. The hearing’s goal is to expose
the cause of public corruption and draft
legislation to prevent it.

When asked if television news sta-

tions would televise the hearings, Mr.
Bramnick said it is unlikely that NJN or
News12 will televise the hearings, al-
though he would welcome it.

Mr. Bramnick acknowledged that
corruption has been “highly editorial-
ized in the press.” He agreed that it
might be the result of “greed, avarice
and a system arranged to permit it.” He
noted though, “We’re not going back to
ground zero because in fact it has never
been discussed at all by the legislature.
It’s been just press releases back and
forth between the two parties.”

Mr. Corbin asked Mr. Stahl to re-
spond to the public’s perception of New
Jersey as being the most corrupt state in
the country. Mr. Stahl said that a recent
study suggests that New Jersey may
actually rate seventh in the nation in
corruption. Three of the last five Gov-
ernors of Illinois are in prison for ex-
ample. Mr. Bramnick added that the
TV show “Sopranos” might add to the
public’s negative perception of New
Jersey.

Mr. Bramnick said, “Those that are
guilty [of public corruption] may have
developed a sense of empowerment;
egos start to grow and they are treated
like royalty.” He said they develop a
feeling that “no one can touch you.”
Still, he noted that the question remains
– “Just because you’re charged with a
crime, should you give up your office?”

Mr. Corbin asked if the hearings
were solely on corrupt politicians or if
it is to include the broader associations
of those that deal with government,
such as developers – those that are in
the Pay-to-Play system and are patron-
age of New Jersey politics – and every-
one that feeds on the system? Mr.
Bramnick said, “unfortunately money
moves politics; one can’t run a cam-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CORRUPTION CRACKDOWN...Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21), center, and Attor-
ney Robert Stahl, right, are interviewed by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Publisher Horace Corbin last Wednesday in the newspaper’s Westfield office on
the state’s efforts to deal with government corruption. The video is on goleader.com.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHEN CARS WERE LOVED...Owners display their passion for vintage auto-
mobiles in Fanwood two weeks ago. These restored masterpieces are spared from
the federal government ‘Clunker’ program.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOYAL AND AFFECTIONATE...Two beautiful huskies wait patiently while
their owner sorts through the corn. The dogs also gently welcomed attention from
passersby at the Farmers Market in Scotch Plains last Saturday.

SP To Install Sanitary Sewer Line
On Clarkes Ln. to Replace Septics

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials plan to meet with residents
of Clarkes Lane to discuss the pro-
posed installation on that street of a
sanitary sewer line to replace the sep-
tic system presently serving those
homes.

Earlier this year, the township
sent a letter to eight households to
gauge their interest in having their
homes tied in to the sanitary sewer
line, and all but one family re-
sponded affirmatively. In a memo-
randum in April, Township Zoning
Officer Bob LaCosta, citing the
“failing septic systems” on Clarkes
Lane that are in “urgent need of
repair and/or replacement,” recom-
mended that the project go forward
despite not having 100 percent
agreement from the residents.
Unanimous backing has been the
informal norm on projects such as
this since the homeowners pay for
the installation via a special assess-
ment on their homes that can then
be repaid over a 10-year period.

At last week’s township council
conference meeting, the council was
similarly told by Assistant Township
Engineer Joseph Timko that the
street’s septic systems, some of which
are more than 40 years old, are “fail-
ing.” He described the tie-in to the

sanitary sewer line as a “pretty
straightforward project” involving a
gravity-based system and pump lead-
ing wastewater in the direction of
Clarkes Lane’s intersection with
Rahway Road.

Consulting Engineer Edward
Gottko, citing flooding concerns, said
that if the septic systems fail and
disgorge into the nearby flood zone,
the township would have “major head-
aches.”

Before formally signing off on the
project, Mayor Nancy Malool first
said she wanted to send a letter to the
family that did not favor a sewer tie-

in so they would have “an opportu-
nity to speak about their concerns
with the council first.” But Township
Attorney Brian Levine instead rec-
ommended that Township Manager
Christopher Marion and the
township’s professional staff meet
with all Clarkes Lane residents so
that the project can be fully described
and all questions and concerns can be
addressed.

He added that, under state statute,
the household in opposition would be
connected to the sewer regardless of
whether or not they change their po-
sition.

County Court System Is
Eyed to Enhance Revenues

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — In an effort to
increase revenues for county govern-
ment, Union County officials are con-
sidering the creation of a county court
system.

Union is one of five county police
units among the 21 counties in the
state. Bergen, Camden, Essex and
Morris also have county departments,
although Morris and Camden operate
county parks police departments.

Union County has hired a retired
Berkeley Heights Police Department
captain, Andrew Moran, to develop a
strategic plan for the county’s public
safety department. Besides a county
court system, the county is eyeing a
county-wide Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) system, shared radio ser-
vices system and/or expansion of po-
lice and fire emergency radio frequen-
cies, as well as a consolidated 9-1-1
dispatch center, possibly covering the
entire county or specific regions.

County Manager George Devanney
said in a press release earlier this month
that the strategic plan is aimed at “en-
suring high-quality service and maxi-
mum efficiency” while raising revenues.

“We don’t want to lose sight of
this,” county spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “It’s revenue on ev-

erything” that the county is looking
to increase. He said the location for a
county court was still “under consid-
eration.” The county’s public safety
department is located on North Av-
enue in Westfield.

In addition, Mr. D’Elia said the
county was also looking to expand
the accreditation of the county police
department by reviewing all of its
rules and procedures.

“It will help with the flexibility of
the department” by providing “op-
erational efficiency,” as well as re-
ducing the department’s “risk of li-
ability,” Mr. D’Elia said.

The county spokesman said a
county court could be considered a
“companion piece” to a recently en-
acted ordinance whereby the county
will now collect half of all fees asso-
ciated with the towing and impound-
ing of vehicles towed per police re-
quest in the county.

The county’s ordinance increased
the fees for towing of disabled or im-
pounded vehicles from county roads
or property to between $150 and $450
for towing plus another $35 to $100
for daily storage fees for impounded
vehicles; the county collects half of
the storage fees when vehicles are
stored on commercial towing facility
lots. The county has left open the
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Governor Names Colleen Mahr
To Local Government Ethics Panel

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Borough Mayor Col-
leen Mahr has been named to Governor
Jon Corzine’s 10-member local gov-
ernment ethics board. The appointment
comes a month after an FBI sweep led
to the arrests of state legislators, may-
ors, council members and rabbis on
corruption charges, the latest of corrup-
tion probes that has led to the convic-
tion of over 130 elected officials.

The governor created the ethics task
force on September 28, 2008, through
an executive order (no. 119), though
the task force has been left dormant
until this time. The order states that

since the current local government eth-
ics laws were adopted in 1991, “there
has not been a thorough review of the
efficacy of those laws, nor any compre-
hensive study of the need for amend-
ments.”

“For the Borough of Fanwood, for
Union County, this is an honor to serve,”
Mayor Mahr said when reached for
comment on Tuesday. “It’s an honor
that I am viewed as someone who can
bring a very fair and partial balanced
approach to this very sort of passionate
conversation that is happening up and
down this state and to try and reign in
this negativity that is running ramped
when it comes to ethics or the lack of

ethics from our elected officials.”
The mayor said, “Most of the mayors

(in New Jersey) are honest hard-work-
ing ethical people, but there are those
that aren’t.” She said the panel would
need to try and determine “what is the
common thread that has bound all of
these corruption charges.”

“Is it the advancing of some land-use
decisions (by developers) who think
it’s going to fast track, which is why
they give the bribes? Is it the pay-to-
play reform? Is it zoning matters at the
local level that need to be taken a hard
look at?” Mayor Mahr questioned.

“The large majority of us (mayors)
do not get compensated or get very
small compensation to do this. I get a
dollar a year. I’ve made a total of six
dollars since I’ve been here. So, I am
not in it monetarily. I would never think
to put my hand out for any quid pro quo,
but the fact that others would — that’s
what we have to address,” she said.

Also appointed were Ingrid Reed,
policy analyst at the Rutgers Eagleton
Institute of Politics, who serves as chair-
woman; William John Kearns, Jr., a
lawyer for the New Jersey League of
Municipalities; Richard Turner, mayor
of Weehawken (D); Matthew Watkins,
a member of the Public Employment
Relations Commission (PERC);
Patricia Parkin McNamara, executive
secretary of the Local Finance Board
for the Department of Community Af-
fairs (DCA); Robert Garrison, admin-
istrator of the New Jersey State
Laborer’s Political Action Committee;
Richard Sheola, administrator for Long
Hill Township, Morris County; Vir-
ginia Betteridge, mayor of Runnemede
(D); Herbert Friend, former Morris
County Superior Court judge, and Stuart
Tucker, a lawyer based in
Lawrenceville. The members will not
receive compensation.

“The governor put people on there
that are Republicans and Democrats,
former judges, public policy experts,
more government people than political
individuals, so I think that we need to
have a very impartial but fair open-
minded process,” Mayor Mahr said.

The mayor said she would be follow-
ing news coverage of the Assembly
Republican Policy Committee hearings
on public corruption chaired by As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), saying it was important to
engage the public on the topic.

The bipartisan task force includes
four individuals each recommended by
Senate President Dick Codey (D-West
Orange), Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-Westfield), Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts (D-Camden)
and Assembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-Morris).

Among the duties of the task force
are to study and make recommenda-
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