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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

It is too long and rather imperfect.
Still, as Judd Apatow’s Funny People
chronicles the life and times of come-
dian George Simmons (Adam Sandler),
you bask in the film’s warmhearted
sense of humanity, laugh at the foibles
dissected, and in time realize it is not
unlike real life. That is, you have to put
up with the bad parts to enjoy the good
parts.

Writer-director Apatow, though ob-
viously aware of his project’s problem-
atic nature, boldly goes forth unde-
terred. It is a story worth telling, even if
sometimes too meandering to be cin-
ematic. Precariously careening along
his creative path, arms full of fascinat-
ing philosophies and clamoring emo-
tions, he at times turns his traipse into
a beautiful waltz.

As the protagonist, comic
extraordinaire George Simmons, Adam
Sandler gets the joke, as well as the
tragedy, at the heart of this refurbished
Pagliacci. In one scene, despondent
and suddenly catapulting toward
middle-aged mundanity, Sandler makes
his heretofore-virile celebrity sag into
total beanbag mode. This is a solid
performance.

Doomed by a medical prognosis that
comes out of left field, George begins
his ascent to the epiphany-driven re-
pentance literature so often dictates for
those who’ve failed to live an exem-
plary life. A lot of bad feelings were
scattered in the wake of his rise to the
top. Sis hates him. He never sees his
parents. And yep, he let the love of his
life get away.

But it’s no fun making amends or
resurrecting a dream for only the fourth
wall to applaud. A pal is in order…a
Nick to your Gatsby. And therefore,
doubtless also to assuage the loneliness
of his plight, and maybe even do a good
deed in the bargain, George plucks
from obscurity would-be comic Ira
Wright to be his Man Friday.

Let the soul-searching begin. Sure,
on the surface, Ira, superbly played by
Seth Rogen, has been hired to write
jokes for George, who has decided to
embark on a series of stand-up
engagements…a swansong tour, if you
will. But in truth Ira is put in that
enigmatic position of the paid friend.
His moralisms and advice are sought,
but then they’re not.

It all depends on the king’s mood and
how it suits his vanity at the moment.
It’s not easy being the court jester.
There are humiliations. But then Ira
has suddenly skyrocketed from work-
ing in a deli by day and begging for a
few minutes onstage at the improv by

Funny People:
Seriously Humorous

night to traveling on a private jet with a
major comedy domo and taking down
$1.5 K a week.

Not that the comic novitiate is free of
fault. A sin of omission comprises one
of the movie’s three sub-plots. You see,
Ira was supposed to let his friend Leo
(Jonah Hill) in on the joke writing
action. A sarcastic love/hate competi-
tion among Ira, Leo and their success-
ful sitcom roomy, Mark (Jason
Schwartzman), provides a steady stream
of laughs.

The second underplot concerns Ira’s
attempts to woo Daisy (Aubrey Plaza),
an aspiring comedienne Mark has called
dibs on, in the event Ira doesn’t “make
his move” within ten days. Such ado-
lescent backbiting, equivocating and
needling raunchily sugarcoats the dire
seriousness with which the three strug-
gling humorists view their career ambi-
tions.

And then there’s the case of Laura
(Leslie Mann), the soul mate George
let slip from his fickle grasp. She is now
married with children and living up
north in San Francisco. No matter. In
his conceit, and with the privilege dy-
ing folk grant themselves, he seeks to
make amends, and maybe even more.
Ira accompanies him on the momen-
tous mission.

But oops! Dropping in to surprise
George, Ira and her Lady Fair is Laura’s
oft roving, businessman husband (Eric
Bana). There is hubbub aplenty: people
entering and exiting rooms. As moods
and motives switch by the second, the
movie becomes Funny People: Part 2,
but without benefit of intermission or
delineation. Hence comes the lag.

The thing is, by this point the viewer
has invested enough emotion into the
characters to care about their fate, the
film’s sudden switch in temperament
notwithstanding. Here’s a good time to
visit the facilities or get a popcorn
refill. On return, you’ll find passports
put in order and the plot switched to its
new tracks. In time the rough transition
is forgiven.

Indulgence has its rewards. Aside
from the bittersweet saga of George’s
search for grace, there are pearls of
wisdom about long lost love and
whether or not one can indeed change
his stripes. And, adding to the standup
ethos Billy Crystal’s Mr. Saturday Night
(1992) analyzed, Funny People hilari-
ously shows why comedy isn’t always
a laughing matter.

* * *
Funny People, rated R, is a Univer-

sal Pictures release directed by Judd
Apatow and stars Adam Sandler, Seth
Rogen and Leslie Mann. Running
time: 146 minutes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO RE-BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town Of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 a.m. prevailing time on Tuesday,
SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 for the following:

2009 FURNISHING AND DE-
LIVERY OF RADAR SPEED
SIGNS

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to ensure ex-
ecution of the contract.

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.

Specifications may be seen or PICKED-
UP at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The Mayor
and Council reserve the right to reject any
bid, and to waive any informality in any bid,
if in the interest of the Town, it is deemed
advisable to do so.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 8/13/09, The Leader Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on
Wednesday, September 9, 2009 at 7:30
p.m. in the Town of Westfield Municipal
Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, a
PUBLIC HEARING will be held by the
Planning Board of the Town of Westfield
for Preliminary & Final Site Plan and Bulk
Variance Approvals (Section 11.23E1:
minimum lot area – 80,000 square feet
required, 77,633.21 square feet existing
non-conforming condition; 11.23E4: mini-
mum side yard setback – 35 feet required,
21.93 feet existing non-conforming condi-
tion; 11.23E9: maximum allowable cover-
age by improvements – 80% maximum
permitted, 96.1% existing non-conform-
ing condition; 17.10E: maximum allow-
able height of lighting fixtures – 15 feet
maximum, 18 feet existing non-conform-
ing condition; 17.10G: minimum setback
of lighting fixtures from curb – 3 feet re-
quired, 1 foot existing non-conforming
condition; 17.03C5: minimum setback of
parking area from property line – 2 feet
required <1 foot existing non-conforming
condition; 16.04F: allowable number of
signs: 1 sign permitted, 2 signs existing
non-conforming condition; 11.23E3: front
yard setback – 75 feet required, 12.57 feet
proposed; 17.02C: required number of
parking spaces based on use – 154 spaces
required, 141 proposed; 16.04F3b: mini-
mum setback of free standing signs from
property line – 5 feet required, 0 feet pro-
posed; 16.04F3c: area of sign – 10 square
feet maximum, ±44 square feet proposed;
16.04F3d: height of sign – 8 feet maxi-
mum, 12 feet proposed;  16.04F3e: maxi-
mum allowable horizontal & vertical di-
mensions for free standing sign – 6 feet
maximum, 7.66 feet proposed) and such
other variances and/or waivers that may
be required upon an analysis of the plans
and testimony at the Public Hearing on the
Application submitted by the Applicant &
Owner, Arpino Associates, LLC, for prop-
erty located at 560 Springfield Avenue,
Block 1701, Lot 10.01 on the Tax Map of
the Town of Westfield. The property is
located in the O-2 Zone District. The Appli-
cant is proposing to construct a 4,004
square feet addition to the second floor of
the existing building, a minor enlargement
of front entrance, erect a new free-stand-
ing sign and reconfigure the parking area.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney
and present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans will be
filed and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
weekdays at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey at least ten (10) days before
the aforementioned hearing date.

JOSEPH A. PAPARO, ESQ.
Hehl & Hehl, P.C.

Attorneys for the Applicant/Owner
1 T - 8/13/09, The Leader Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted the follow-
ing resolutions at its August 10, 2009
meeting for the following applications heard
at its July13, 2009 meeting and a Special
Meeting held on June 23, 2009:

The Catholic Church of the Holy Trin-
ity, 506 Westfield Avenue, Applicant
sought Preliminary and Final Site Plan
approval with Variances to demolish an
existing residence located at 512 Westfield
Avenue and to construct one and two-
story additions to the existing church build-
ing to be used as a parish center which
amends the approval previously granted
by Resolution date September 10, 2007.
Application approved with conditions.

Kenneth & Suzanne Welsh, 639
Dorian Road, Applicant sought a one
year extension of variance approval
granted on July 14, 2008, memorialized
August 11, 2008 to construct a one-story
addition contrary to Section 11.08E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance which requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed and granted was a side yard
setback of 7 feet 6 inches. Application
approved.

Scott Ettinger, 508 Springfield Av-
enue, Applicant sought c and d variance
relief from Section 13.02B2 of the Land
Use Ordinance to retain three sheds on
the property where one shed is allowed,
with a maximum square footage of 192
square feet where 150 square feet is al-
lowed, and a height greater than 10 feet
where a maximum height of 10 feet is
allowed. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Lawrence Seltzer, 215 Harrison Av-
enue, Applicant sought permission to con-
struct an addition to the third floor of the
house contrary to Section 13.01B of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires

a minimum distance of 15 feet from the
principal structure to an accessory struc-
ture. Proposed is 7.33 feet. Application
approved with conditions.

Margaret M. Potter, 25 Doris Park-
way, Applicant sought permission to con-
struct a single story addition at the rear of
the house and a modification of the roofline
to allow a second story expansion con-
trary to Sections11.09E7 and 12.04F1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Applicant sought
a rear yard setback of 30.37 feet where 35
feet is required and a building coverage of
24.5% where 20% is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Gail & Tom Hatch, 410 North Chest-
nut Street, Applicant sought permission
to construct first and second story addi-
tions contrary to Section 12.04F1 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage without a
porch of 20%. Propose is 21%. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

John & Michael Orsini, 411 Wells
Street, Applicant sought permission to
construct a one story addition for a powder
room, mud room and closet, contrary to
Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
5.9 feet. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Sergio Rolo, 254 Virginia Street, Ap-
plicant sought permission to construct a
retaining wall with a fence contrary to
Section 12.08C of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires that retaining
walls not exceed 4 feet in height, mea-
sured to the top of any restraining devices.
The proposed retaining wall with fence is
7.46 feet in height measured to the top of
the fence. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 8/13/09, The Leader Fee: $78.54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Kean: Gov. Still Hasn’t
 Named Ethics Task Force

A TINGE OF TINGA…The Lincoln PTO recently held its first Teacher Appre-
ciation Luncheon at the school. The fiesta-style event featured Mexican food
catered by Tinga with a discount and homemade desserts provided by the PTO.
Teachers additionally received flowering plants along with bracelets donated by
the PTO and Coldwater Creek. Pictured are teachers and staff on the buffet line.

AATF Recognizes
Union Catholic Senior
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Ameri-

can Association of Teacher of French
(AATF) announced that Union Catho-
lic High School senior Stephanie
Walls of Cranford has received a 2008-
2009 AATF Outstanding Senior in
French Award.

This award is made annually to a
graduating senior who has demon-
strated excellence in the study of
French as well as exceptional com-
mitment to the French language and
the many cultures where it is spoken.
Recipients must have completed at
least three years of French study at
the time of graduation and be non-
native speakers of French.

As a student at the Scotch Plains
school, Stephanie was an officer for
the French Club and a member of the
National and French Honor Societ-
ies. She participated in World Lan-
guage Week for four years and stud-
ied under the direction of faculty
member Fran Brennan.

Stephanie was also president of the
senior class and a member of Big
Brother/Big Sister Program. She will
continue her education this fall at
Quinnipiac University in Connecti-
cut.

Hogan Graduates
Summa Cum Laude

WESTFIELD – Jeffrey Hogan, son
of Lucretia and Edward Hogan, gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude from Marist
College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. In order
to qualify for this special distinction,
students must earn a cumulative grade
point average of no lower than 3.85 and
no grade below B.

Jeffrey also attained the distinction
of being in the 2009 edition of “Who’s
Who Among American Universities
and Colleges” as well as being inducted
into four National Honor Societies.

Jeffrey, who majored in Communi-
cations, will continue his education in
the Master of Arts Teaching Program at
Drew University in Madison.

Jeffrey Hogan

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment regarding vacancies on the
“Governor’s Local Government Ethics
Task Force.” The panel was created
September 24, 2008 by Governor
Corzine’s Executive Order 119.

“When it comes to ethics reform, Jon
Corzine talks the talk but he won’t walk
the walk. More than 10 months after its
creation, every seat on the “Governor’s
Local Government Ethics Task Force’
remains vacant. This is typical of an
administration that that made many
lofty promises on economic growth,
property tax relief and ethics reform,
yet failed to follow through on many of
them.

“Less than two weeks ago, following
the arrest of 44 people accused of cor-
ruption, many at the local government
level, the governor stated that “the eth-
ics problems that occurred, we have all
the laws we need,” Mr. Kean said. “Ob-
viously, the governor thought differ-
ently less than a year ago. Given this set
of circumstances, Governor Corzine
must immediately call a special session
of the Legislature to adopt new and
stricter ethics reform legislation.”

Republicans have suggested a num-
ber of bills that could be considered
including limits on contributions by
certain public contractors; limits on
contributions by county and municipal
political party committees and a “Trans-

parency in Government Act” which
would provide for establishment of state
public finance website.

Other bills would prohibit campaign
contributions by certain individuals,
businesses or other organizations that
purchase or acquire property involved
in eminent domain proceedings, prohi-
bition of county committees or politi-
cal parties to contribute to or accept
contributions from another such county
committees.

Another piece of legislations would
prohibit the simultaneous holding of
certain state, county and municipal elec-
tive and appointive positions, often re-
ferred to as “dual office holding” as
well as establish stricter limits on con-
tributions to county committees of po-
litical parties and by county commit-
tees to candidates; and bans on contri-
butions between county committees.

SP’s Powell Wins
Terumo Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS – Kathryn Powell
of Scotch Plains is a winner in The
Terumo Medical Corporation Scholar-
ship Program. Terumo Medical Corpo-
ration sponsors the program.

Kathryn is the daughter of Dennis
Powell. She attends Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and intends to
major in Business at University of
Maryland.

The following is a partial list of
Kathryn’s school and community ac-
tivities: Marching Band, Color guard,
German Club, German Honor Society
and Dance.

The Terumo Medical Corporation
Scholarship Program provides schol-
arships to sons and daughters of Terumo
Medical Corporation associates who
are enrolled or planning to enroll full-
time in a college, university or techni-
cal school program.

The recipients are chosen competi-
tively on the basis of their academic
record and personal achievements. All
phases of the competition are indepen-
dently managed by Career Opportuni-
ties Through Education, Inc. (Coté).
Coté is a national non-profit organiza-
tion headquartered in Audubon.

Kathryn Powell

WF Neighborhood Council
Experiences Resurgence
By BRIGITTA GREENE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Anyone who has
lived around the neighborhood of
Cacciola Place in the past 40 years
knows the Westfield Neighborhood
Council, and whether they attended the
youth summer camps, annual holiday
parties or senior bridge night, the memo-
ries are often the same.

For 40 years, the center has been an
“anchor” for the community, offering
support and community programs to a
neighborhood long considered “at risk,”
said board member Lisa Quackenbush.

Now, after five years of financial
hardship, the center has experienced a
resurgence and — along with it — a
renewed enthusiasm and spirit of
growth. “It’s like a phoenix rising,” Ms.
Quackenbush said.

After losing funding from the
Westfield United Fund five years ago,
the center was forced to drastically cut
back. Staff worked on a volunteer ba-
sis, and programs were scaled down.

“We had eight to 10 kids (in pro-
grams) where in the past we had 20 or
30,” said Mary Withers, board member.
She said the center ran for these years
off of volunteer support and donations
from community members and small
local organizations.

But in 2007, neighborhood residents
Tina Whitfield and Wayne Dabney be-
gan devoting their time to saving its
future. Through heavy fundraising and
volunteer work, the center remained
open for children and seniors several
days a week.

Then, in October 2008, 11 men con-
tacted Executive Director Patricia
Faggins offering to do various renova-
tions to the center. The men — all of
whom grew up with the Neighbor-
hood Council — worked during their
weekends and spare time to paint both
the interior and exterior of the facility,
wax the floors, install new carpets,
place woodchips in the play area and
plant a new garden in the backyard,
Ms. Faggins said.

The commitment of these men has
inspired yet another generation of
young people to join the center, Ms.
Withers said. The center offers a va-
riety of youth programs, including
summer camps and homework help.
Board members hope to start an after-
school program soon.

“We have just done tons and tons of
fundraising to pay the bills,” Ms.
Quackenbush said. “When the doors
are open, there are people here.”

“Every church in Westfield has been

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on August 26,
2009 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 114 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 79 Lot 4,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Donald and Rosie Markham.

The applicant requests patio don’t know
which is in violation of:

Section 184-110E9 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Bulk vari-
ance; Permitted: 35 %; Present: 34%;
Proposed: 37%.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Donald Markham

114 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023

1 T - 8/13/09, The Times Fee: $33.15

Brigitta Greene for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PHOENIX RISING…Westfield Neighborhood Council board members have
devoted countless hours towards the improvement of their center over the years,
culminating in this year’s renovations. Pictured, left to right, Mary Withers, Lisa
Quackenbush, Tina Whitfield and Executive Director Patricia Faggins brave the
heat this Monday to check on the newest round of ripened cucumbers in the
neighborhood garden.

phenomenal,” Ms. Withers added.
The United Fund of Westfield made

the decision to stop funding the
Westfield Neighborhood Council five
years ago in response to the council’s
debt and uncertain financial future, said
Linda Maggio, executive director of
the United Fund.

“They were living way beyond their
income,” she said, adding that the United
Fund deemed it fiscally irresponsible to
take Westfielders’ contributions for such
a cause.

Yet the thought of closing the center’s
doors never entered the minds of most
board members, Ms. Withers said.
“Never, never, never,” she stated.

“This has always been the heart of
the community,” Ms. Quackenbush said.
“Children can really understand who
they can become.”

Multiple generations of the same
families continue to return to the center,
speaking to its power in community
building. “I lay in my bed,” Ms. Withers
said, “and I think – boy – this is a
wonderful thing.”

The center currently is funded
through grants from Westfield Munici-
pal Alliance/P.A.N.D.A. – a local drug-
awareness group – plus donations and
fundraising events. “We definitely ap-
preciate any support we can get,” Ms.
Withers said.


