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Watson Win 9-8 Battle Over Willoughby Men
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Babooshka Blanks SMC, 15-0, in U.C. Playoffs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Babooshka’s notable defensive plays.
First, he initiated a 1-6-3 (Lombardi,
Belford, Gibbons) DP in the first in-
ning. In the second inning, he knocked
down a tough grounder and fired to
Belford for a force out then he pulled
off a slippery banana play to cover
first for a putout in the fifth.

Three Babooshkaites crossed home
plate in the bottom of the first, thanks
to Esoldo’s two-run triple to center
and LaValle’s RBI groundout to sec-
ond. Brian Williams doubled to cen-

ter and scored on Lombardi’s single
in the second inning. Ferro led off the
third by reaching first on a throwing
error and Belford moved him to third
with a single to the right side.
Massimino followed with an RBI
groundout then Tony Williams drilled
his RBI double and Esoldo added his
RBI sac fly to make the score 7-0.

Thirsting for more offense, Tony
Williams shouted, “Let’s get some
more!”

Gibbons chugged out a leadoff

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VERY CONFUSING SITUATION...Willoughby’s Chris Sarna kicks up the dirt at home plate as Watson catcher Mike
Jascur hunts for the ball. Despite the “Get-Free” two runs in the fourth inning, Watson prevailed with a 9-8 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO FIELD A TOUGH GROUNDER…Babooshka first baseman Joe Massimino attempts to field a tough
grounder as second baseman Keith Gibbons prepares to back him up.

triple in the fourth and scored on
Brian William’s single to right. After
Lombardi lashed a single to left,
Hertell fluffed a single lightly over
third base.

“Dave (yours truly) got 12 shots
(photos) of that swing Keith
(Hertell),” ribbed Gibbons.

Afterwards, Radice rapped a two-
run single over first base upping the
score to 10-0. Massimino, Tony Wil-
liams and Esoldo began the fifth in-
ning with back-to-back singles.
LaValle hopped an RBI groundout
and Gibbons poked an RBI double. A
third Babooshka run scored on a
throwing error then Brian Williams
and Lombardi ended the game with
respective RBI singles.
SMC 000 00 0
Babooshka 313 35 15

Normally we make those plays, but
hey, it happens. It’s a tune-up getting
ready for playoffs. This is a team that
is stacked. It’s a lineup that’s solid
from top to bottom, everyone con-
tributes and we are looking to win the
championship again,” said Watson
team captain Redding.

Willoughby got a two-run jump in
the top of the first inning when Bystol
and Clark each yanked singles,
Russon hammered an RBI double
and Piccola wiggled an RBI sacrifice
fly ball to right. Watson’s McKeon
answered in the bottom of the inning
with his single to center, swiped sec-
ond and third and scored on Redding’s
sac fly.

Watson cut loose with three runs in
the second, highlighted by Schwartz’s
bases-loaded sacrifice fly to left, a
muffed infield play and McKeon’s

RBI single. The Watson machine ex-
ploded with three more runs in the
third. Cook bashed an RBI double
into the leftfield fence, Leonardi
hawked an RBI double to center and
scored to give Watson a 7-2 lead.
Willoughby broke silence and erupted
with three runs in the fourth. Ruccio
and Hughes each banged singles and
Betau yanked an RBI sac fly to deep
centerfield. Sarna plunked a scribbler
up the middle that was misplayed as
two runners skid across the plate to
tighten the score.

Willoughby squeezed a little harder
in the fifth when they plated three
runs to take a 8-7 lead, highlighted by
DeMatteo’s bases-loaded, two-run
double and Callan’s RBI single. After
a two-inning silence and verbal en-
couragement from Redding, Watson’s
two-run sixth inning began when
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A CLASSIC FOR ALL TIME
CUSTOM COLONIAL BUILT

BY D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION CENTER HALL COLONIAL

COLONIAL TUDOR CUSTOM CAPE SPLIT LEVEL

$789,000 $849,900 $599,900

$574,999 $575,000

This sparkling center entry Colonial, in the premier Wychwood enclave of Mountainside,
boasts a generous floor plan combined with tasteful upgrades and amenities throughout.
Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this home offers a Formal Living Room with fireplace and
a Formal Dining Room each with bay windows, updated granite and stainless kitchen, 3
large Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, first floor Family Room with french doors to screened porch and
finished basement. Adjacent to Echo Lake Country Club and moments from shops, schools,
recreation and transportation, this exceptional home would be the perfect choice to call
home. MLS # 2700461

New 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Energy Star constructed Custom Colonial featuring inviting
mahogany front porch and beautiful architectural details throughout. Gourmet Eat-In-
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, Master Bath
with jetted tub and stall shower, 2nd floor laundry room, Central Air and 2 car built-in
garage are just some of the amenities of this home. MLS # 2686364

Welcome to this six year young 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath Center Hall Colonial. You will be greeted
with a unique Koi pond in the front yard. This spacious home is full of extras including an
updated Eat-In-Kitchen with maple cabinetry, granite countertops, stainless steel appliances,
and hardwood floors, overlooking a large family room with a fireplace. A living room/dining
room with tray ceiling, powder room and laundry complete the first floor. The oversized
master bedroom has a gas fireplace and an updated master bath with granite countertops,
whirlpool tub, old world tile & separate shower. Three additional bedrooms & main bath on
the second floor overlook the open foyer & crystal chandelier. The fenced in yard, paver patio
& walkways add to the outdoor living. Make this your home today! MLS # 2674517

Impressive Colonial Tudor style home situated on a cul-de-sac of a very desirable neighborhood.
4 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family Room with dramatic
wood burning stone fireplace, newer roof, huge basement with high ceilings and plenty of
storage. Central Air Conditioning, 2 car garage, Deck off Family Room, attic storage accessed
by pull-down stairs and hardwood floors under carpeting. MLS # 2664629

This completely renovated 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath expanded Cape boasts all the comforts of
country charm with a convenient location to parks, schools and NYC transportation.
Nestled in a park-like setting, this pristine inviting home is in move-in condition with great
attention to detail. All amenities are beginning with a beautiful kitchen with maple
cabinets, center island, stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors, a finished basement with
a powder room, inviting porch and deck, insulated 2 car detached garage and much more.
MLS # 2661575

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Split Level located on a quiet cul-de-sac, amidst tall trees and a beautiful
park-like setting, this home features updated kitchen and baths, hardwood floors, open floor
plan, Living Room with a gas fireplace, Dining Room with doors that open to a spacious
deck overlooking a scenic private yard, wonderful for entertaining. Central Air Conditioning
and gas heat updated in 2003, new paver walkway to front door, newly paved driveway and
many amenities. Partially finished basement and oversized 2 car attached garage. MLS #
2693595

$699,900

Doug Schwartz worked a free pass.
Borda singled and Geissler lifted an
RBI sac fly to center to grasp an 8-8
tie. Pitcher Mike Jascur was issued a
free pass. McKeon stepped up to the
plate and whacked the winning a shot
through the hole.

“We came out to play. This was a
game we really wanted to win, get a
full head of steam heading into the
playoffs and I think we accomplished
that. Watson is one of the better teams
in the league. We have a good team
this year, everyone is pretty much
new to everyone else, so we are still
figuring things out; however, we have
our pitching and fielding down, which
is huge for us and our hits are com-
ing,” said Willoughby team captain
Betau.
Willoughby 200 330 0 8
Watson Avenue 133 000 2 9

As the last pitch was thrown to end
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 8
Gold summer baseball season, Coach
Jerry Riporti knew he produced a
championship caliber team for the
next several years. It was Gold’s third
championship final. SPF had lost to
Clark on a walk off grand slam in the
Cranford final then lost to Clark in
the Clark Championship. They now
had the unenviable position of facing
Clark for a third time in a champion-
ship game in Colonia.

Pitchers Tommy Laucik, Josh
Canavan and Tommy Harcourt let up
a combined three runs to shut down
the powerful Clark lineup. Laucik
also led SPF into the finals with five
innings of outstanding pitching the
day before in the semifinals against
Colonia. In that game, William Gale
blasted a grand slam home run.

The little Raiders scratched off
two runs in the second to take a 2-0
lead. Patrick Dembiec lined a single
into leftfield, Josh Sklarin walked

and Michael Dieu and Patrick
Cuccurullo lined back-to-back
singles. Clark immediately answered
with three and took the lead into the
fifth inning. Harcourt then singled
to left, Miles Owens walked and
Danny Wilkinson ripped a liner to
right. With bases loaded, Robby
Camisa smashed a drive to left-cen-
ter that cleared the bases to give SPF
a 5-3 lead.

In the bottom of the sixth, Harcourt
walked the first batter. Shortstop

Kevin Sheil made a stellar play from
the hole to get the first out. Harcourt
struck out the next batter then Laucik
caught the final out for the victory.

Coach Riporti said, “The boys got
tremendous support from their par-
ents and families. I was just thrilled
for the boys when they secured their
first championship. To see the smiles
on the boys faces as they walked off
the field with their trophies knowing
that they are champions, it gives you
a great feeling to be their coach”.

SPF 8U Baseball Gold Shut Down Clark for Colonia Crown

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 8U Gold Baseball Team


