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TAVORMINA, BAKAMIAN, VAN DAMME LEAD VALDEC

Val Decorators Gun Down
T&J in B Division Semifinals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mike Jakubik bashed the winning
run in the bottom of the seventh to give
the top-seeded Val Decorator men a 6-
5 victory over the T&J Outlaws in
Game 1, then the Decorators put on a
show of power to win the second game,
16-2, in the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball B Division semifinals at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August 5.

Val Decorators received most of its
production from he meat of the order-
batters No. 4 through No. 7. Nick
Smith doubled in a run, pitcher Jimmy
Tavormina went 3-for-4, including two
doubles, and scored a run. Nick Cesare
hit safely in three at bats and had an
RBI and Jakubik whacked two hits,
including the winning run. Enrique
Gomez and Mike Benak contributed
singles.

Brian Rossner led T&J’s 11-hit as-
sault with two RBI singles and a walk.
Scott Wilcoff whacked an RBI triple
and a pair of singles and Hector Cruz
doubled, singled and scored a run.
Pitcher Danny Adams, Anthony lves,
Pat Nadella and Sam Carabella each
contributed singles.

Defensive wizardry fell first in the
hands of Val-Dee’s leftfielder Gomez,
who gunned down a runner heading to
second in the third inning. Ryan Van
Damme chased down two difficult fly
balls in left-center and made a super
backhanded running grab in the sev-
enth. T&J Outlaw Cruz used his fine
athletic reflexes and speed to snag no
less than six difficult long-range shots
in left-centerfield. Justin Flanagan
short-hopped a liner and had the pres-
ence of mind to fire to second, in time
to record a force out and Alves, play-
ing third, scooped up a tough liner in
the seventh.

“First game, we tried to hit too many
home run shots, then we realized in the
second game that we needed to single
them to death, get a few extra base hits
when we could and that was the major
difference from Game 1 to the second
one. Defensively, especially the out-
field with their running catches and
then Tavormina’s pitching kept them
off-balance the entire second game,”
said Val team captain T. J. Reilly.

Cruz and Nadelle plopped singles,
Reeves lofted an RBI sacrifice fly ball
and Rossner slapped a single to put the
13-9 Outlaws in front, 2-0, in the top of
the second inning but the Decorators
cashed in with three runs. Tavormina
doubled, Cesare clobbered a ground-
rule double and scored on Benak’s
single. Nursing a small lead, T&J fired
off a pair of singles and Cruz added an
RBI double to tie the game, 3-3, how-

ever entering the bottom of the third
inning, Val man pitcher Tavormina
suggested, “We got to put some hits
together and score now,”

They did! Gomez singled past third,
Smith yanked an RBI double to right
center and scored on Tavormina’s
double to put the Val-Dees ahead, 5-3.
T&J plated two runs in the sixth to knot
the game at 5-5, highlighted by Wilcoff’s
RBI triple and Rossner’s single. In the
seventh, Tavormina and Cesare each
thumped singles and Jakubik followed
with the winning hit.

“We were running pretty smoothly.
We started scoring a lot of runs, every-
thing started to click but a couple of
silly plays defensively in the last in-
ning bit us in the butt,” said T&J Co-
Captain Wilcoff.

Val Decorator launched a 20-hit at-
tack in Game 2 to claim a trip to the
final round. Chris Bakazan (4-for-4)
crushed a solo home run in the top of
the first and cracked a two-run home
run in the sixth to go with his RBI
double and RBI single. Van Damme
ripped a two-run triple and a two-run

double to accompany his two singles.
Tavormina tripled, doubled, singled

and had two RBI and Cesare doubled
in a run and added an RBI sac fly.
Gomez (RBI) rapped two hits and
Nick Smith cracked a two-run single.
Drew Koski banged out a double and
a single. Benak singled in a run, while
Matt Canfield and T.J. Reilly each
contributed one hit.

T&J scored their lone runs in the
third inning when Johnny Doe doubled
in a run scored and scored on Sammy
Carabel’s sac fly. Cruz and Chris Henne
each went 2-for-3 in the game, while
Nadelle and Wilcoff each contributed
one hit.

“The sticks went silent, they found
all the gaps and we were never in the
game. However, we put together a
solid team this year. We made it pretty
far but overall, we are making our way
up there,” said T&J Co-Captain
Nadella.
T&J Outlaws 021 002 0 5
Val Decorators 032 000 1 6

Val Decorators 305 323 0 16
T&J Outlaws 002 000 0 2

McKEON GOES 3-FOR-4, 2 RBI; BYSTOL GOES 4-FOR-4

Watson Machine Wins 9-8
Battle Over Willoughby Men

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two runs in the sixth inning nailed
down a 9-8 victory for the Watson
Avenue men over Willoughby in the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation (FOMSA) League at La
Grande Park in Fanwood on July 6.
The victory boosted Watson’s record
to 8-2 to keep them as the team to beat
heading into the playoffs.

Jimmy McKeon (3-for-4, 2 RBI)
ripped a two-out single to win the
game in the bottom of the sixth in-
ning. Jay Cook and John Leonardi
each hammered a double, a single
and scored a run. Quinton Redding,

Chris Schwartz and Nick Geissler
each scored a run and Doug Schwartz
went 2-for-2. Phil Orsni, Vinnie Borda
and Greg Friesen each contributed a
hit in the 12-hit attack.

Of the Willoughby men’s 17-hit
battering, right fielder Adam Bystol
belted a double and three singles, Jim
DeMatteo rapped a pair of singles
and had two RBI and Mark Russon
doubled, singled and scored a run.
Dan Clark, Will Hughes, Mike Ruccio
and Chris Sarna each had two hits.
Chris Piccola singled and scored a
run. Steve Betau and Brian Callan
each added a run.

Watson’s Schwartz made several

great plays at third base. McKeon
made two major league stops at short-
stop and Cook made two fabulous
snags in left to halt a scoring threat in
the seventh. Willoughby’s Callan
made a great stretch to get an out at
first, Betau added a pair of slick scoops
at second, Ruccio playing third initi-
ated two fine plays and Sarna covered
leftfield well with several nice putouts.

“We took this team for granted but
fortunately we fought back. Today,
we came out in the early innings and
just hopped on the team, then took it
lightly. We did not play great. We had
a whole bunch of errors in the field.
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO EXECUTE A DOUBLE PLAY...T&J Outlaw Hector Cruz appears astonished by the play, while Val
Decorator second baseman Mike Jakubik relays the ball to first base in the Scotch Plains Old Men’s Softball B Division
semifinal game.

the league said, “One was KJ’s Deli,
which used to be across the street
from St. Bart’s Church and is now
Einstein’s Florist, and the other one
was Riffy’s Bar. It’s been, at least, 18
to 20 years.”

Deegan pitcher Rick Carlucci was
very stingy and the Investors could not
even buy a run until Lehberger scored
on Monaco’s single to left field in the
fourth inning. Part of that stinginess
could be attributed to shortstop
Juchnik, who played a key role in two
double plays (DP) and several putouts.

Deegan scored all three of its runs
in the second inning with the help of
a pair of errors, Bendix’s RBI triple
and RBI singles from Straniero and
Isolda. Investor shortstop, Lehberger,
stopped the bleeding with a second-
to-first DP.

With the score still, 3-1, heading
into the seventh inning, Investor men-
tor Steve Barba was discussing the
location of his teammates’ heads and
asked, “When are we going to get the
bats going?”

Nies drew his third walk, Monaco
tapped a single and Zazzali scribbled
an RBI single to left to make the score
3-2. In the eighth, Martorano singled

and Joe DiFabio walked. Rachko
slapped a one-out single to right.
Berger’s sac fly tied the score and
Kauffman’s single to center gave the
Investors a 4-3 lead. Rachko, reliev-
ing for starting pitcher Ron
Germinder, sat down Deegan, 1-2-3,
in the ninth.
Deegan Roofing 030 000 000 3
Investors Savings 000 100 12x 4

Investors Savings Nudge Past
Deegan Roofing in ‘A’ Game 1
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Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom-built expanded Ranch home spares no attention to 
detail, exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms situated on more than 2.5 acres. Redefining park-like property, this 
fine home is cleverly positioned on its oversized wooded lot less than 2 miles from downtown Westfield and top 
rated schools. Displaying extraordinary craftsmanship & a contemporary floor plan, this home awaits its most 
discerning buyer.                                                                 Offered for $1,150,000

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

1249 PROSPECT STREET, WESTFIELD

Rarely does such a unique opportunity as this come along: to own Fanwood’s only registered Bed & Breakfast. This 

picturesque Victorian beautifully illustrates the flawless blending of vintage style with a complete renovation (2002). 

Exquisite antique details, hardwood floors, classic moldings, lead & stained glass windows and high ceilings meld with 

desirable modern conveniences. The wrap-around porch sets a beguiling tone that continues in the fire lit foyer, living 

room with bay window and “banquet-sized” formal dining room. The top-of-the-line gourmet kitchen, spacious family 

room and master suite, a recent addition, meld seamlessly with this traditional interior. Comprised of three bedroom 

suites, all with updated baths, and a quaint sitting room, the second floor welcomes you with an elegant foyer, preceded 

by a handsome staircase. The usable third floor has a full bath, office & bedroom. The sprawling yard and back deck  

add to the allure of this incomparable address. 

                Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

                    908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                        NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 


