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LORENZ HRs, 3Bs, 5 RBI; HENNESSEY, GERGICH HR

Sofa Kings Spring into Action,
Mesmerize Hocus Pocus, 19-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Game 2 of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League B Division semifinal
round turned out to be quite a contrast
to Game 1 when second-seeded Sofa
Kings sprang into action in the late
innings to mesmerize third-seeded
Hocus Pocus, 19-2, at Jerseyland Field
in Scotch Plains on August 5.

Throughout the game, Hocus Pocus
kept tapping their wand and looking
into their bag for some tricks but the
magic had been exhausted after hav-
ing endured two one-run games in a
row with a 9-8, 10-inning win over
Neighborhood Painting on August 3
and a 12-11 loss to the Sofa Kings on
August 4.

Neither team displayed any impres-
sive offensive magic for the first five
innings, with the exception of Sofa
King’s Tom Hennessey blasting a two-
run home run in the top of the fourth.
But the Sofa Kings stopped lounging

around cold turkey in the sixth and
seventh innings, plating five and seven
runs, respectively, and Brandon Lorenz
was at the center of that blitz with a
two-run triple in the sixth and a three-
run homer in the seventh.

Some defensive magic, however,
sparkled throughout the game. Hocus
third baseman Randy Tarnofsky and
first baseman Ollie Androska made
glittering plays in the third and eighth
innings and centerfielder Scott Giles
made a spectacular diving grab in the

sixth. Sofa King third baseman Lorenz
performed magic with his glove in
the first, fifth and ninth innings,
pitcher Billy Mariani made a leaping
grab in the sixth and shortstop Doug
Delle Donne absorbed a wicked liner
to end the game in the ninth.

Lorenz finished 4-for-5, while scor-
ing three times, and Hennessey fin-
ished 4-for-5 with three RBI, while
scoring twice. Ryan Gergich smashed
a two-run homer and a double, while

HOMES WILL OFFER:
· New Cul-de-sac location.
· Designs by the Award Winning Architectural firm  of Beer and Coleman. 
· Floor plans starting at 4000 square feet 
· 3 Car Side Entry Garage’s
· Finished Basements (2 of 3 with Walk Out Potential)
· Landscape Package including sod, lawn sprinkling, retaining walls, and shrubs.
· Half acre + lots backing up to St. Helen’s Church and Tamaques Park 
· Generous allowances for cabinets, countertops, appliances, light fixtures, and Front Door. 

All Sales through Daunno Realty Services, LLC. For new home standards or a brief description of the construction process, 

please feel free to call us at 732-396-3995 or visit us on the web at: www.daunno.com

Pre-Construction Pricing starting at $1,749,000.

Subject to errors and omissions. Prices and incentives subject to change without notice. Qualified Buyers Only. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no 
barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
Forest Glen Estates is a 3 lot 
sub-division on a new cul-de-sac 
located in Westfield, New Jersey. 
The new road has been constructed 
adjacent to Rahway Ave and will be 
exclusive to the three homes. 

Daunno Development Company, LLC

is Proud to Present

LOMBARDI TOSSES 4-HITTER, GIBBONS RIPS 3B, 2B, 1B

Babooshka Blanks SMC, 15-0,
Gets Top Seed in U. C. Playoff

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Babooshka, in a three-way jostling
match with Buffy’s Tavern and Aw-
nings Galore, got a fine pitching per-
formance from Tom Lombardi and a
devastating offensive attack across
the board to secure the top seed in the
Union County Senior 50+ Softball
League with a 15-0 shutout of S.M.C.
at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on August 6.

“It all comes down to percentage
points. It depends on who wins to-
night. If we win, it’s a lock,” said
Babooshka’s Keith Gibbons prior to
the game.

Babooshka pounded out 17 hits in

the five-inning, mercy-rule game and
Gibbons was right in the thick of
things with a triple, an RBI double
and a single, while scoring twice in
his three at bats. Brian Williams also
went 3-for-3 and scored twice with a
pair of RBI singles and a double, and
Lombardi added to his confidence on
the mound with three singles, two
RBI and a run scored. Larry Esoldo
rapped a two-run triple, an RBI sacri-
fice fly and a single, while scoring
twice, and Tony Williams drilled an
RBI double, singled and scored twice.
Joe Massimino scored three times,
singled and had an RBI, and Tony
Radice slapped a two-run single. Dave
LaValle had a pair of RBI and scored

once. Keith Hertell and Ed Belford
each singled, while Steve Ferro and
Tim Deegan each scored once.

Of S.M.C.’s four hits, Harry Streep
doubled, while Paul Levinberg, Steve
Cauley and Ray Pelesko each singled.
But S.M.C. did make several fine
fielding plays, beginning with
Levinberg’s grab of a tough popup
near third base. From his position on
the mound, Streep initiated a second
(Barney Tracy)-to-first (Johnny
Symczak) double play (DP). Streep
added another fine putout in the third
inning and Tracy hauled in a scary
line drive in the fourth.

Lombardi figured in all three of

Probitas Verus Honos

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 10
The 12th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 10 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
will include youth baseball.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Music & Athletic Boosters

2009 Golf Outing!
Monday August 31, 2009

Shackamaxon Country Club

12:00 Noon Registration 
1:00 Shotgun Start

Cocktail Reception & Buffet Dinner to follow

Cocktail Reception, Dinner & Golf $200
Cocktail Reception & Dinner Only $50

Corporate & Hole Sponsors Welcome!

Registration Deadline: August 21st

For information Contact:
Jamie Denman 908-472-8308

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMACKING A TWO-RUN SINGLE TO LEFT…Sofa King Johnnie Lyp smacked a two-run single and an RBI single to
go with his other single and two runs scored against Hocus Pocus.

BERGER TIES IT, KAUFFMAN CRACKS WINNING RBI

Investors Savings Nudges Past
Deegan Roofing in ‘A’ Game 1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunity for glory comes rarely
for many but sometimes often for a
few. The few, Investors Savings, win-
ners of three of the past four A Divi-
sion championships in the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League, had a
struggle on its hands but managed to
score two runs in the bottom of the
eighth inning to grab a 4-3 lead then
held on to nudge past Deegan Roof-
ing in Game 1 of the championship
series at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 10.

Only one extra-base hit, an RBI
triple by Deegan’s Jeff Bendix, who
also scored a run, mingled with the
nine singles that each team had.
Deegan’s Tom Straniero (RBI), Mike
Juchnik and Marty Marks each had a
pair of singles. Jerry Isolda (RBI),
Steve Brainard and Kevin Woodring
each singled and Rich Banasiak
scored once. Neil Kauffman and
Emidio Monaco led Investors with a
pair of singles and an RBI. Ed Zazzali
had an RBI single. John Lehberger

and Dave Martorano each singled
and scored, and Mark Nies, who
walked in all three of his at bats,
scored once, while Tim Walsh and
John Rachko each singled. Corey
Berger had an RBI sacrifice fly.

Prior to the showdown, Investors’
veteran Brian Dayton, originally from
Doylestown, Pa. who has been with
the league 18 years, said, “I started
out in the B Division with Emidio.
Three or four of us have come all that
way. I got a job at Ciba-Geigy in
Summit. I met Emidio and he got me
in the league. Now I bought a house in
Scotch Plains.”

Most of the players on the team
have won three titles in the past four
years under the sponsorship of Inves-
tors Savings and, previously, they have
won titles as Checchio Chiropractic
and Geeks on Call.

Dayton added, “We’ve won the last
couple of years with Investors. Money
in the Bank!”

Nies, a Watchung Hills graduate
who has been a premier home run
hitter throughout his tenure with the

league, said, “This is my 12th year
with the league, sixth with this team,
also Phoenix Tube, PEPCO and
Geeks. Nine of 12 years I’ve won it
(title).”

A veteran of many leagues,
Straniero a 1972 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School graduate, who
has been with the league since gradu-
ation, commented, “I played a little
bit of baseball but I played football,
wide receiver and defensive back.
You had to be 18 to play. We actually
put together a bunch of high school
friends.”

Straniero, who has been on two,
maybe three championship teams with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Investors Savings/Deegan
Watson Ave./Willoughby

Babooshka/S.M.C. UC 50+
Sofa Kings/Hocus Pocus

Val Decorator/T&J Outlaws
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENDURING A RUGGED PLAY AT SECOND…Deegan shortstop Mike Juchnik managed to complete his second double
play despite dealing with a rugged slide by Investors’ Ed Zazzali.


