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We Americans Must Restore Our
Attitudes, Values And Ways

The country faces many challenges —
The worst economy since the Great De-
pression of the 1930’s; the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan; Terrorism and Illegal
drugs. Yet there is another challenge not
so commonly known or understood. This
is the challenge we as a people ourselves
present. As Shakespeare said, “the fault is
not in our stars but in ourselves.”

This challenge takes several forms.
First, there is the lack of public interest in
knowing the news. More people, for ex-
ample, watch American Idol than watch
the three major television network nightly
news programs combined. Commentary
on the death of Walter Cronkite included
the view that he was the last of his breed
to report the news straight, and that today’s
news has in large measure been replaced
by entertainment as evidenced by anyone
who watches a news program today.

Second, there is growing public cyni-
cism and negativity. We have a new Presi-
dent not in office seven months and al-
ready his poll numbers are down, a phe-
nomenon seen with all our Presidents
whether Republican or Democratic. Im-
patient for results, unfamiliar with the
complexities of the governmental pro-
cess, the public tends to dismiss Presi-
dents, however well intentioned, if re-
sults are not immediate.

Even the slightest misstep by a Presi-
dent may send his poll numbers south.
President Lyndon Johnson said that a
President has six months or so to get
things done before the public, the media,
and the Congress start picking him apart.

Third, there is the increasing domina-
tion of the legislative process by lobbyists
and special interests. A multi-billion dol-
lar industry of lobbyists and special inter-
ests dedicated to advancing their own
narrow interests rather than the national

interest, has weakened the national unity
— which one would hope exists, particu-
larly in time of national crisis. It has made
passage of legislation much more diffi-
cult.

Fourth, Congress is increasingly frag-
mented with little if any of the party
discipline necessary to insure passage of
legislation. The result is that the Presi-
dent, unlike the British Prime Minister,
does not have control over his party.
Many Senators and Representatives have
independent power bases. Because of
gerrymandering, which creates safe Con-
gressional districts, they are assured of
re-election — and thus are not dependent
upon the President and his coattails.

Presidents, therefore, of whatever party,
have growing difficulty getting their leg-
islative programs through Congress.

Fifth, the era of bipartisanship is over.
The popular Republican Senate Minority
Leader in the 1960’s, Everett McKinley
Dirksen, said, “The Senate is a public
institution; it must work; it’s a two-way
street; and that requires the efforts of both
parties.” No one talks this way anymore.
The result is that it is more and more
difficult to get agreement in Congress on
anything, whether it be in domestic af-
fairs or in foreign policy.

Professors G. Calvin MacKenzie and
Robert Weisbort in their recent book The
Liberal Hour describe the bipartisan ef-
forts of the 1960’s, which gave the coun-
try more reform legislation than the coun-
try had seen since the New Deal – Medi-
care, Medicaid, two major civil rights
bills, a host of anti-poverty programs
including food stamps, education and
immigration legislation, pioneering envi-
ronmental legislation, The Federal De-
partment of Transportation and the Fed-
eral Department of Housing and Urban
Affairs.

One may argue about the value of this
or that program but the fact remains that
it was through bipartisan efforts that all
this was done.

Benjamin Franklin astutely concluded
as the delegates were signing the Consti-
tution at the Constitutional Convention in
Philadelphia in September 1787 that the
American sun was a rising sun, not a
setting sun. We must change our attitudes
and values and our way of conducting the
country’s business if our American sun
will continue to be ascendant. Otherwise
our brilliant constitutional system of gov-
ernment will not guarantee our continued
freedom and prosperity.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Cap & Trade Leaves More Questions
Than Answers, Congressman

Editor’s note: The following is a con-
densed version of a letter sent to Rep.
Leonard Lance and copied to this news-
paper.

*****
Thank you for the advance press re-

lease justifying your voting for H.R. 2454,
the “American Clean Energy and Secu-
rity Act.” You stated that you wanted to
reduce our dependence on foreign oil. I
don’t understand how placing ourselves
in debt to Communist China (by your own
estimate as of April 2009 is $763.5 Bil-
lion) increases our “national security.”
Many of us see that this bill will only
increase our debt.

You indicated that New Jersey would
be a “big winner.” We do not live in a
single state union; we are the United
States not just New Jersey. What happens
in one state affects the rest of the nation.

You mentioned nuclear power in New
Jersey; in fact we have had plants for
some 40 years. This is not new. Fostering
of nuclear power would produce “green
energy,” but it is some 10 to 15 years
away.

It is unbelievable that so much of the
bill depends on carbon capture and se-
questration of CO2 emissions. Where is
this technology presently up and running
on a commercial level? Why not perfect
the technology before passing laws that
require it?

Over what time period do these new
25,000 jobs that you mentioned get cre-
ated? Where are these jobs? I work in the
industry and don’t know any that were
created. In fact, in looking at the recent
employment websites, I see only a few
possible “green” jobs listed. The Star
Ledger had a report that construction of
wind turbines off the coast of New Jersey
may not take place until 2013. Congress-
man, how are we to support our families
and pay your salaries while we wait out
that time period?

Outside Magazine published an article
in its June 2009 issue regarding “Green
Jobs.” It appears that, in good part, white-
collar workers will be essentially left out.
A good amount of the work will be in such
things as roofers, metal workers and the
like. Where are the engineering jobs?

This was reinforced as reported by the
Star-Ledger on July 22, 2009, that Gover-
nor Corzine stated green jobs will be
created for electrical engineers, steel
workers and longshoreman. What about
chemical, civil, mechanical and indus-
trial engineers and the various design
drafting fields?

These fields comprise a good amount
of the employees in the major engineer-
ing companies. It shows a complete lack
of understanding of how projects are ex-
ecuted. With the concentration on creat-
ing jobs at the prevailing wage (i.e., union
jobs) this bill sounds like our governor
and the President are concentrating on
union jobs only. Here in New Jersey we
know that union legacy costs are the ma-
jor part of what is causing our state’s
financial woes and our politicians bend
over backwards for them.

We are seeing jobs lost and contracts
cancelled or delayed in the energy busi-
ness. Equipment suppliers, contractors
and engineering companies have little or
no work. This has happened once before
in 1982 when President Jimmy Carter’s
substitute for foreign oil, that being Oil
Shale, died due to not being cost effective
when the cost per barrel dropped. This
resulted in a loss of engineering staff that
was felt 20 years later. The jobs that we
see being created are for the non-techni-
cal unskilled workers. It is highly un-
likely that the unskilled insulation in-
staller will hire an engineer.

You mentioned about the cost. Do I
remember correctly, that with the first
$800-billion stimulus package, the un-
employment would not exceed 8 percent?
Is it now closing in on double digits?
Other than government workers, who do
you know who has gotten a job?

On July 29, 2009, the Star-Ledger pub-
lished a report that PSE&G will start
charging us $1.28 this year and $4.08 by
2028 for solar panels on light poles. Is this
the start of the consumer’s pockets being
drained by the major green energy pro-
ducers under the cover of “green en-
ergy”? I thought that there were suppose
to be allowances to prevent this cost to us.
Will this cost disappear if and when the
cap-and-trade bill becomes law?

I have no idea what you mean by “the
legislation covers its own costs and actu-
ally brings in revenue for consumers
through rebates and tax credits, as well as
to invest in more clean energy and energy
efficiency innovation.” Power companies
make money by selling power for less
than they can make it for. Can you explain
where the operator/owner’s profits are?

In the July 16 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times William Sanders of Mountainside
said that your vote for the cap-and-trade
bill was “a disgrace” and he promised to
run against you when you are up for re-
election. Congressman, for the first time
I placed a candidate sign on my front yard
last November. That sign was for you. I
still have the space and I look forward to
a “Sanders for Congress” sign being there
at the next congressional election.

I was at a loss to understand your vote,
until I noticed that the House approved
some $500,000 for Democrat-controlled
Union County’s emergency operations
center. I hope this was not part of a
“compromise” for your “yes” vote.

In conclusion, I would like to point out
that I am not against alternate energy
sources and conservation. However, I am
concerned about the loss of jobs today,
dependence on non-existing technology
and the impact of proceeding in a direc-
tion that is not cost effective without a
constant stream of government money. I
question its sustainability, as I did New
Jersey’s property tax rebate program.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor
Brennan, Mayoral Candidate Calls

For Action on Pedestrian Safety
The town needs to improve its policies

and procedures for pedestrian safety in
Westfield. Recently, another pedestrian
was injured on North Avenue, near Lord
and Taylor. This accident marks the ninth
pedestrian accident this year. Earlier this
year, there was an unfortunate pedestrian
fatality. Last year there were 18 pedes-
trian accidents and one fatality. Simply
put, we need to improve our education
and enforcement of laws regarding pe-
destrian safety.

I would urge the mayor to immediately
implement a Town Crosswalk Improve-
ment Study. The Borough of Princeton
did a great job in taking an inventory of its
crosswalks and making improvements
with the help of the State Department of
Transportation, which provides bicycle
and pedestrian planning assistance to lo-
cal governments. Interested parties should
review the Borough of Princeton website
to review its Crosswalk Improvement
Plan.

In fact, Princeton received grant money
for the improvement plan. We should
perform the same study and coordinate a
similar plan. In the interim, there are
several steps that should be immediately
taken. There is no excuse for the poor
condition of our crosswalks.

The mayor should immediately direct
that all crosswalks be freshly painted.
Many, if not most, of our crosswalks have
faded paint and the lines are not visible to
drivers or pedestrians. This condition is
particularly dangerous at night. The dan-
gerous situation on North Avenue, par-
ticularly in the area of Lord and Taylor,
has to be improved.

A town official was recently quoted as
stating the town is limited because North
Avenue is a county road. This response,
or lack thereof, is not sufficient. The
crossing in that area has to be improved.
We need to work with the county to get
the job done. We either have to move an
existing traffic light, install a light, have a
blinking light or install a pedestrian acti-
vated light. The present situation is dan-
gerous.

The mayor should also begin a cam-
paign to educate both drivers and pedes-
trians on the law regarding pedestrian
safety. The law in New Jersey requires
vehicles to yield to pedestrians at cross-
walks. On the other hand, pedestrians are
under an obligation to cross at available
crosswalks. There should be prominent
notices on the town’s website and articles

can be written in the local paper outlining
the respective responsibilities of both driv-
ers and pedestrians.

The mayor is frequently on Channel
36. He should use one of his appearances
to coordinate a program with the judge,
prosecutor and police chief to educate the
public on the law and to explain the pen-
alties for violating the law.

In addition to painting our crosswalks
and educating the public, we should also
add/improve signage at busy pedestrian
intersections. Many towns have fluores-
cent signs at the crosswalks identifying
the area as a “PEDXING” or a sign stat-
ing, “NJ Law requires vehicles to yield to
pedestrians at crosswalks.” We should
also place markers or flexible signs/cones
in the centerline roadway at our busy
pedestrian crossings warning motorists
to yield.

I also believe we should conduct an
operation similar to what was recently
conducted by the police department in
Parsippany. Police officers, out of uni-
form, would attempt to cross in a cross-
walk and would radio ahead to other
officers to stop drivers who did not yield.
Similarly, we should stop pedestrians who
fail to use available crosswalks.

I believe the police should first issue
warnings and after the appropriate mea-
sures suggested above are implemented,
summonses should be issued.

A separate, but equally important, prob-
lem endangering all pedestrians, espe-
cially our children is the rampant disre-
gard of the speeding laws. As the former
town judge, I saw, first hand, the wide-
spread problem existing in our town. Too
often motorists use our neighborhood
streets as highways. How to combat speed-
ing will be a separate discussion on a
different day.

I believe once a program of education
and enforcement is implemented, along
with the study suggested above, the risk
of future pedestrian incidents will be de-
creased. I do not, however, mean to sug-
gest that all of the unfortunate incidents
that have occurred could have been pre-
vented even with the above measures.
However, those incidents should serve as
a wake up call to improve the pedestrian
safety procedures in our town, which is so
dependant on foot traffic, especially in
our downtown district.

Bill Brennan
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Lubinski of Fanwood
Caps Army Training
NATION — Army National Guard

Pfc. Michael B. Lubinski has graduated
from Basic Combat Training at Fort Sill,
Lawton, Okla.

During the nine weeks of training, the
soldier received training in drill, ceremo-
nies, history, values, traditions, courtesy,
justice, physical fitness, first aid, marks-
manship, weapons use, map reading, land
navigation, marches, armed and unarmed
combat, field maneuvers and tactics.

He is the son of Henly and Debbie
Lubinski of Oakwood Court, Fanwood.
Mr. Lubinski is a 2007 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Residents Compete in
Pan Mass Challenge,

Raise $40,000
On Saturday and Sunday, August 1 and

2, five of us rode in the Pan Mass Chal-
lenge (one of us couldn’t due to last-
minute back surgery) – a two-day 192-
mile cycling event that will raise more
than $30 million this year to benefit the
Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston
through its “Jimmy Fund.”

We rode through beautiful terrain and
perfect cycling weather with 5,200 other
cyclists and were supported by 3,000
volunteers. All along the 192-mile course,
folks came out in droves to support us by
cheering, cooling us down with their gar-
den hoses, offering us food and water,
playing trumpets, bagpipes, drums and
loud radios.

The PMC, as it is known, has become
a sort of cultural phenomenon – akin to
the New York Marathon or similar events
– except that the PMC is not a race; it is all
about the fundraising and the battle against
cancer.

The good feelings surrounding this
event are truly awesome, and we all feel
privileged to have been a part of it. The six
of us plan to ride it again and again. We
thank everyone who donated money or
goods or services to the cause either di-
rectly to us or to the charity auction that
we held in June at Jay’s Cycle in Westfield.

Together, the six of us from Jay’s Cycle
raised nearly $40,000, and our whole
team of 12 riders raised more than $75,000.

Thanks again for your support!

Ed Carr, Tony Cook, Joe Gachko,
Ed Gallagher, Arch Knisely,

Mark Otto
Westfield


