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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Term Limits for Congress Needed to
Save Republic for Future Generations

American Community Survey
Is Waste of Taxpayer Dollars

Westfield Tax Notice Message Was
Clear to Resident and Not Political

Mr. Brennan, We Seniors Are
Smarter Than You Think

Mr. Brennan [candidate for Mayor of
Westfield] seems to be “extremely con-
fused” and “in a panic” when talking
about the ability of senior citizens to
understand the letter we received with our
tax bill. The leading article in the August
6 Westfield Leader talks about Bill
Brennan claiming the letter accompany-
ing our tax bill was “extremely confus-
ing” and “A lot of elderly citizens were in
a panic because they thought their pay-
ments would be late”.

My wife and I were both offended by
your [his] implications that seniors are
“stupid”. We may be older than many Mr.
Brennan, but we are intelligent and can
read. We even know how to use comput-
ers and telephones.

The letter accompanying our tax bill
was both informative and appreciated.
The opening paragraph clearly states that
the first tax installment is due 25 days
after that postmark on the envelope and to
phone or e-mail the Tax Collector if we
have any questions. A similar statement
is on the tax bill itself, what could be
clearer. Just as a reminder Mr. Brennan,
we seniors are able to count 25 days on a

calendar.
After working in finance for many

years, it was good to hear that Westfield
is in a strong financial position with a
“AAA” rating from Standards and Poor’s.
The towns “pay as you go” and “do more
with less” policy has placed Westfield in
a much stronger financial position than
most of the state. Our town was not just
able to contain health care costs but actu-
ally decrease the costs through collective
bargaining and plan changes. The folks in
Trenton and Elizabeth could take a good
lesson in fiscal management from
Westfield.

Mr. Brennan seemed to be concerned
that Mayor Skibitsky signed the letter
“Andy”. There are few if any public offi-
cials like our mayor that make themselves
available for a few hours every Saturday
to meet with the people from the commu-
nity on a personal level. Therefore, I
believe it was very appropriate for giving
the letter a personal touch and sign it
“Andy”.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

I appreciate your giving front-page
coverage to Bill Brennan (candidate for
Westfield mayor) and his laughable com-
plaints so we can learn how he thinks. He
complains that the tax bill cover letter by
our current mayor (Andrew Skibitsky)
was “extremely confusing” about when
the first tax payment was due.

“A lot of elderly citizens were in a
panic because they thought their pay-
ments would be late,” said Mr. Brennan,
going on to say that the mayor should
include a payment deadline next time, as
reported by The Westfield Leader.

Well, I think the mayor did an outstand-
ing job in the silly situation that the state
creates each year by forcing towns to send
tax bills late, once they finally know what
tax amount should be billed. We elderly
citizens (members of AARP, most of us)
did understand the mayor immediately,
thank you, when the mayor’s letter’s first
paragraph clearly explained the due date.

I guess Mr. Brennan was busy looking
for something to criticize and did not
think if he read it at all, so let me repeat the

mayor’s opening paragraph for him: “En-
closed is your annual property tax state-
ment. There is sometimes confusion about
exactly when the first installment pay-
ment is due to the Town of Westfield. To
clear up any uncertainty, please note that
your taxes are due no later than 25 days
from the postmarked date on the enve-
lope. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact the Tax Collector
by phone (908-789-4051) or via e-mail to
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.”

If Mr. Brennan is elected mayor, I hope
he will serve the citizens well by copying
these words exactly in his letter covering
the tax bill next year. To provide context,
I am not an acquaintance of Mr. Skibitsky,
and the only political candidate I have
ever worked for was a Democrat. I just
seek (and thank) competent public ser-
vants who volunteer their time and ef-
forts, especially someone as outstanding
as our current mayor.

Dale Hagstrom
Westfield

I received the American Community
Survey a month or so ago and I finally
sent it in. Before I had I had received a
second copy! What a waste of money!
Well, I finally sent the copy in with some
questions unanswered. They called me
later because they had not received it.
They said once they receive it there might
be phone calls made to me.

Yesterday, they called to say they had
finally received it and needed to ask me
why I hadn’t answered some questions!
One was re: utility expenses for the year
– gas, water, electricity, etc. I told her that
I was not going to look for all my bills to
add up the annual cost of these! One
question I had not answered was the value
of my house if it was put on the market –
with this economy the way it is how
would anyone know what the house would
sell for? She accepted this and I then
asked her other questions!

I asked why this was being done now

when it was for 2010. She said this was
not the Census but a community survey
that would be taken every five years along
with the Census every 10 years! What a
waste of taxpayer money! And then add
on the additional forms they send out and
all the phone calls they make once it is
received!

She claimed this will help the govern-
ment in seeing what utilities, etc., cost in
various parts of the country. Sorry – this
is the government wanting to know ev-
erything – and I mean all private matters
– about us! There are many questions I
did not mention! She claims they are
sending out 250,000 surveys a month! I
have yet to hear from anyone I know who
has received one.

Is this really tightening their belts in
Washington? I don’t think so!

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

After the signing of the Constitution,
Ben Franklin was asked by a woman on
the street, “What have you given us, sir?”
To which Franklin responded, “A Repub-
lic, if you can keep it.”

We are at a tipping point in our country’s
history on whether we can keep our Re-
public as the productive system that has
encouraged and permitted individuals to
reach for the stars or whether we are in the
process of extinguishing the hopes and
aspirations of generations to come.

If the latter, what will be your response
to your children and grandchildren when
they ask why you let the political elite
steal their futures?

Steal their futures because you allowed
career politicians to enslave them to the
humongous debt load that government
entitlements always bring, but which poli-
ticians know will get them re-elected be-
cause too many voters think they are
getting something for nothing.

When a free people have unbridled
hope and opportunity, amazing things are
accomplished. When these same people
are shackled with overbearing taxes, regu-
lations and a reduced control over their
destiny, mediocrity is the result.

Many things need mending to save and
restore our Republic, but first and fore-
most is a constitutional amendment to
limit the terms of Congress. National
polls continually find that 75 percent of
voters favor term limits. So why haven’t
our Congressmen and Congresswomen
listened to us, their constituents?

Silly you. Our Congress has become an
elite political class – regardless of party
affiliation – interested in only one thing.
Getting re-elected. And they only answer
to the special interests that provide the
money and support to do that. You don’t
count, except to continue re-electing them.

And you are the reason they keep get-
ting re-elected. Because most voters are

knee-jerk partisans, if a party put up
Charles Manson, most of the party faith-
ful would blindly vote for him because of
the party label.

Our unfunded (meaning there is no
money now in the Treasury to pay for it)
Social Security and Medicare obligations
alone total a neat $100 trillion. That comes
to $330,000 for every man, woman and
child or about $1.3 million per household
of four that we and our offspring will have
to pay. And that doesn’t include other
debt obligations that our government is
running up – like President Obama’s pro-
jected $2 trillion (yes with a T) budget
deficit this year alone or the monstrous
cap-and-rade costs to you or the healthcare
costs if they are nationalized.

The only way that the cesspool that is
Washington (and most state governments)
is going to be cleaned up and any chance
for our children and grandchildren to have
a chance to realize their ambitions is to
begin by enacting a term limits Constitu-
tional amendment.

You can begin by demanding of your
candidate that he/she pledge to sponsor
and vote for term limits of three, two-year
terms for the House of Representatives
and two, six-year terms for the Senate. If
they won’t make that pledge then vote for
som who will, regardless of party affilia-
tion. It will take a few elections to get rid
of the career politicians and bring in citi-
zen legislators, but the transformation
will do wonders for us all.

There are many good reasons for term
limits, but George Washington made the
best case that no one should monopolize
a seat of power by stepping down after his
second term as President even though
there was popular support for him to
continue serving.

Bruce Baker
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Illaqueate – To entrap or ensnare
2. Hogmanay – New Year’s Eve
3. Mazer – A large drinking goblet or

bowl
4. Fraischeur – Coolness; freshness

CAPYBARA
1. A large Asiatic flying squirrel
2. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
3. A large, tailless, partcially web-

footwed rodent of South America
4. A West Indian slow-moving coast-

ing craft built for carrying goods
TICPOLONGA

1. An extremely venomous Indian snake
2. A slingshot
3. A fool or imbecile
4. A skin disease caused by a fungus;

ringworm
RUNCATION

1. Characterized by being pierced with
holes

2. Pertaining to plundering or looting
3. Furrowed or grooved
4. A weeding

GINGILI
1. A Brazilian parakeet
2. A gipsy
3. Sesame seed or the oil from it
4. Sharpness; eagerness

Fanwood Rescue Squad Confirms They
Assist Plainfield, As Do Others

Recent news reports have suggested
that the Fanwood Rescue Squad and other
volunteer rescue squads in Union County
are no longer responding to mutual aid
calls into all or part of Plainfield. Speak-
ing for the Fanwood Rescue Squad, that is
simply not true.

The Fanwood Rescue Squad’s policy
is to answer mutual aid calls into any
surrounding town that requires help if we
have sufficient manpower at the time of
dispatch. While we prioritize protecting
our own citizens first, we frequently an-
swer calls in Plainfield when our respond-
ing crews believe there is sufficient man-
power. Within the past month alone, we

have answered six Plainfield calls includ-
ing three just this past weekend.

Plainfield generally dispatches us to
calls that are close to our border or east of
Park Avenue, but we have no policy
against answering calls anywhere in the
city, contrary to what one citizen claims
to have read in a newspaper. We have also
witnessed squads from other towns re-
sponding into Plainfield. So, from our
perspective, any assertion that squads from
other towns don’t respond to 9-1-1 calls
in Plainfield is totally untrue.

Tom Kranz
NJEMT-B(I)

Fanwood Rescue Squad

Summer Ending Vacation And the
Coming of High School Football

Many area residents are using this week to take
their well-deserved summer ending vacation. It’s
hard to believe, in two weeks, it will be back to the
fast lane, the hustle and bustle. Children will be off
to school and teens will be nestled at college.

Many have gone to interesting places for their
vacations. Locally, Long Beach Island at the Jersey
Shore is the popular choice. More distant venues
include Italy, Greece or Alaska, perhaps site seeing
in Wasilla, home of Sarah Palin. We’ve received
postcards from destinations such as Berlin, Vienna
and Newcastle this summer. Although on business,
we heard from local travelers to Indonesia, Singapore,
Beijing and Malaysia.

Wherever you may have gone, it would be fun to

hear about it. Send us a photo with a short description
and we’ll publish your tales throughout the fall. Send
them to editor@goleader.com.

Vacation season is ending. One good thing about
the start of fall is football. If you’re a high school
football fan, the teams in Union County have exten-
sive schedule revisions this year, all for the good.
Most will be playing local rivals and adjacent towns,
rather than traveling to unrelated destinations for
their contests as has been too much so with the past
schedules.

We look forward to the exciting football games.
Dave Corbin, sports editor, along with Fred Lecomte,
sports writer, will keep you informed. Welcome back
and we hope to see you at the games.

Get Up to Speed With Fall
Elections, Take the Poll

There are many important elections this year re-
quiring your attention and participation. To help you
become informed so that you will be encouraged to
write your views, ask questions and vote, we will
focus our fall publishing on the races for Governor
of New Jersey, Assembly seats in our area including
Legislative Districts 21 and 22, contests for the three
Union County Freeholder seats, the contests for
mayor and council in Westfield plus the municipal
races in the towns of Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood. Also, we hope to re-
ceive your input and highlight the key issues impor-
tant to you.

We invite all the candidates to meet with our
editors for a 30-minute video production to be re-
ported in our newspapers and presented on the
Internet at goleader.com. We also invite the candi-
dates to submit letters to the editor each week to
address their views. We have posted their photos and

biographies on our website and will publish them in
our newspapers.

To further spur interest in these important matters,
we have created a poll for the public at goleader.com
where one can vote their preference, read past ar-
ticles, see reference material and append comments
about each race. There’s no claim that these polls are
scientific or that they can predict outcomes – just a
hope that it encourages informed voting. If nothing
else, many will find it fun. One is invited to vote on
different days, to come back time again, so that the
polls can reflect trends and changing views.

These online polls will run continuously up to the
General Election on Tuesday, November 3, 2009.
The results will be updated in phases and issues
raised will be published.

Our local candidates are working hard. We encour-
age everyone to pay attention, hear them out and
provide your input — then vote.

DWC Thanks the
Community For

Supporting the 5K Race
On July 22, the Town of Westfield

welcomed over 2,500 runners who
proudly registered for the Downtown
Westfield 5K and Pizza Extravaganza.
Sponsored by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), the 8th annual race
boasted more than 6,000 visitors to our
town, the highest attendance record to
date for this event.

With any successful town event, there
are countless individuals and volunteers
who dedicate their time, efforts and dona-
tions each and every year. With each and
every event, we do all we can to allow our
downtown area to shine. We would like to
thank the following event sponsors who
without their efforts, this event would not
be possible.

First, special thanks to Mark Zenobia
of On Your Mark Productions who orga-
nized the run. The DWC would like to
show gratitude to Horizon Blue Cross
Blue Shield with a silver recognition in
support of this event. Williams Nursery,
Shoprite, REI, Aquaviva delle fonti, Stop
and Shop, Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano, Verizon Wireless, Overlook
Hospital, Westfield Pediatric Dental
Group, Drew and Rogers, New Jersey
Life Magazine, Greco Steam Carpet
Cleaning, and Keith Loughlin all partici-
pated at the bronze sponsorship level.
PSEG is acknowledged on a contributing
level.

We would also like to show gratitude to
Capital One, Creative Dental Care, Redco
Engineering and Construction Corp., and
State Farm Insurance Christine Cosenza
Agency who all were credited supporters
of the 5K race.

We would like to extend a very special
appreciation to the courageous members
of the Westfield Police Department (par-
ticularly Lt. Scott Rodger and Officer
Gary Moore who provided leadership and
assistance during the event), Westfield
Rescue Squad, and Westfield Fire De-
partment whose loyalty and public ser-
vices are a constant reminder of the effort
it takes to maintain a high level of safety
and order not only to our town but during
our events.

The following downtown businesses
and stores have provided gifts and prizes
to the runners at the award ceremony and
never falter in their assistance in keeping
Westfield a place to want to visit and live:
Boulevard Bistro, Coldstone Creamery,
CoolVines, Cosimo’s Restaurant and Piz-
zeria, Espirit, Ferraro’s, Hi-5 Candy and
Ice Café, Limani Seafood Grill, Rita’s of
Westfield, Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse +
Bistro, The Running Company of
Westfield, Sole Fine Italian Shoes, Staples
Print and Copy Shop, Tamar Jewelry,
The Town Book Store, Trader Joe’s,
Westfield Fitness Studio and Xocolatz.

Thanks also to Westfield Area “Y”,
Westfield Girl Scout Council, and the
Westfield Jaycees who volunteered dur-
ing the event.

Special thanks to Meg Mehorter, Vol-
unteer Coordinator. Special thanks to
Westfield Department of Public Works
(Rich Edge, Bill Moore, Jr. and Art
Brown) who provided assistance before,
during and after the event. Special thanks
also to Michael Craig Band who provided
the entertainment.

As always, the devotion and depend-
ability of our staff (Sherry Cronin, Beth
Brenner, Jamie Lemberg, Courtney
Nemec and Liz Rich) and volunteers are
unprecedented and are the driving force
behind the success of each of our events
here in Westfield.

Dominick Verdic
DWC Chairman

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

More letters on pages 5 & 16

Thank You for Helping the Homeless of Union County
For the fourth summer in a row, Con-

gregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains
served as a host site for the Homefirst
Hospitality Network (formerly Interfaith
Council for the Homeless of Union
County). From July 12 through 26, 14
people in temporary need were housed,
including children ages one year to 14.

Synagogue members served as after-
noon and weekend greeters; prepared and
served dinner; slept over at the syna-
gogue; assisted guests with laundry; set
up cots and lounge areas; and arranged
outings to a local pool, among other tasks.

This project would not be possible with-

out the generous assistance of local ven-
dors who donated food, such as Deli King
of Clark; Fusion Café at the JCC in Scotch
Plains; Zayda’s of South Orange and Lin’s
Kosher Chinese Restaurant in Manville.
ShopRite of Clark also provided a gener-
ous discount on groceries.

Other local businesses provided help-
ful assistance in moving, storing and set-
ting up for the hosting stint, such as
NeedlePoint Homes, Gregg Rood of
Padgett Business Services and Parker
Gardens in Scotch Plains. Marc and Diana
Cooper donated commercial laundry ser-
vices for which we and our guests were

very grateful.
Congregation Beth Israel also expresses

appreciation to the kind volunteers from
Temple Sholom in Fanwood and Willow
Grove Church in Scotch Plains.

In these difficult economic times,
hardworking families often find it diffi-
cult to make ends meet and need assis-
tance to get back on their feet. Thank you
to everyone involved for working towards
that goal.

Laurie Woog
Westfield


