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Christie Increases Lead Over
Corzine in Monmouth Poll

AREA — The latest Monmouth
University/Gannett New Jersey Poll
finds Republican challenger Chris
Christie widening his lead over in-
cumbent Democrat Jon Corzine in
the race for governor. Among likely
voters, Mr. Christie now holds a 14-
point advantage – 50 percent to 36
percent – with 4 percent for indepen-
dent Chris Daggett. Last month, Mr.
Christie held an Eight-point lead – 45
percent to 37 percent – among likely
voters in this poll.

Among registered voters, including
those both likely and unlikely to vote on
November 3, the gap narrows to four
points – 43 percent for Christie to 39
percent for Corzine – which is statisti-
cally similar to the six-point gap among
registered voters in the July poll.

“As an election heats up, most
polls focus only on likely voters with
the aim of predicting the eventual
outcome. However, we are still in
the early days of this race and the
role of a public poll should be to
increase our understanding of elec-
toral dynamics, including which reg-
istered voters may or may not show
up on Election Day,” said Patrick
Murray, director of the Monmouth
University Polling Institute. “In this
case, we find that Corzine has made
some gains with black and Hispanic
voters, while Christie has increased
his vote share among union workers.
But the bottom line is that Christie’s
supporters are more engaged, which
is why the Republican’s lead among
likely voters has grown.”

The poll, which was conducted af-
ter both the July campaign stop by
President Barack Obama and the ar-
rests of dozens of public officials and
political operatives, is a tale of two
still unsettled electorates, according
to the Polling Institute.

Currently 38 percent of registered
voters approve of the job Governor
Corzine is doing while 54 percent
disapprove. This marks no change in
his approval number and a three-point
increase in his disapproval number
since July.

Prior to the federal arrests on July
23, no more than 6 percent of Garden
State voters named corruption as one
of their top issues. In the current poll,
that number has increased to 13 per-
cent. Voters continue to view prop-
erty taxes (43 percent) as the overrid-

ing issue in this race, with the economy
(21 percent), healthcare (17 percent),
jobs (16 percent) and the state budget
(13 percent) all seen as at least as
important an issue, if not more so,
than corruption.

The Monmouth University/Gannett
New Jersey Poll was conducted by
telephone with 723 New Jersey regis-
tered voters from July 29 to August 2,
2009. This sample has a margin of
error of + 3.7 percent. This report also
includes analysis on a smaller group
of 484 “likely voters” with a + 4.5
percent margin of error. The poll was
conducted by the Monmouth Univer-
sity Polling Institute and originally
published by the Gannett New Jersey
newspaper group.

County Freeholders to Hike
Capital Budget to $69.8 Mil.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Union County will
use some of the federal government’s
stimulus funding to retrain workers
who are left unemployed by the eco-
nomic downturn for jobs in the medi-
cal field.

Karen Dinsmore, deputy director
of human services at the county, told
the county freeholders at its agenda
meeting last Thursday that $600,000
would come from the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act Adult
and Dislocated Worker Program. She
said the resolution would be voted on
at the board’s Thursday, August 20,
meeting.

“The intent is to assist people who
have been dislocated by a layoff to
find a new job, to acquire the skills to
find a new job,” she said. “We have
most targeted the healthcare provi-
sion because that is where the most
need is.”

Freeholder Rick Proctor announced
that the county’s Department of Pub-
lic Safety and the county counsel are
negotiating a contract with the Trinitas
Medical Center Nursing School
whereby the school would provide
student nurses and supervisors to as-
sist municipal health departments in
administering the H1N1 (Swine Flu)
vaccine when it becomes available.
He asked that the contract be placed
on the August 20 agenda.

“This is a good thing for our county
that we have nurses being in a posi-
tion to help us out and administer the
vaccine as it becomes available,”
Freeholder Al Mirabella commented.

County Counsel Robert Barry put
forward an emergency resolution re-
garding fees at the new driving range
at Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Union. He said, currently, there is a
20-day waiting period following pas-
sage of an ordinance to activate fees.
The ordinance is scheduled for a vote
on August 20. Mr. Barry said the
county would lose between $30,000
and $60,000 in revenue if the county
does not take action.

New Jersey received $26.5 billion
for worker training and employment
services.

In other business, the freeholders
will introduce an ordinance on Au-
gust 20 to add the $3.5-million
Oakwood Park project in New Provi-
dence to the county’s capital budget.
The county recently purchased the
property for one dollar with the agree-
ment that the county would pay for
the improvements to the recreation
facility as specified by the borough.

The county is also adding another

$14.7 million to the capital budget for
improvements to an Elizabeth park-
ing garage for use by Union County
College’s Elizabeth campus along
with $2.5 million for a parking ga-
rage authorization, pushing the
county’s capital spending plan to over
$69.8 million. A county spokesman
said details of the garage project are
not available at this time and that the
ordinance might be pulled from the
August 20 agenda.

Also announced last Thursday were
the awardees of the county’s 2009
HEART (History, Education, Arts
Reaching Thousands) grants, total-
ing $75,000. Among the 38 awardees
are the Metro Rhythm Chorus of
Fanwood, $2,500; Literacy Volunteers
of Union County, $2,500; Hanson
Park Conservancy, Cranford, $1,000;
Westfield Symphony Orchestra,
$2,500; the Westfield Public School
District, $2,500; Theater Project at
Union County College in Cranford,
$2,250, and Reeves-Reed Arboretum
in Summit, $2,500.

“I think it is terrific to have the
HEART grants and I know many dif-
ferent organizations rely on this kind
of funding to keep their programs
going,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Kean Seeks to Reinstate
‘Ladies Nights’ in State
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Ladies Night pro-
motions have been banned in New
Jersey since a court ruled in 2004 that
it discriminates against male patrons.
Now Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield is seeking to
reinstate the promotion.

Mr. Kean’s legislation is in response
to a lawsuit brought against the Coast-
line Restaurant in Cherry Hill by a
patron, David Gillespie, who said the
restaurant’s “Ladies Night” promotion
discriminated against him by admitting
women free of charge and offering
them discounted drinks while he and
other men were charged an admission
of $5 and normal drink prices.

The state’s Division of Civil Rights
upheld an Administrative Law judge’s
decision that found that the state’s law
against discrimination “makes it un-
lawful for any place of public accom-
modation to discriminate based on sex”
and that “once a proprietor extends his
invitation to the public he must treat all
members the public alike.”

Mr. Kean’s legislation states it
would allow holders of retail liquor
licenses to charge “differential pric-
ing for alcoholic beverages and other
special discounts to patrons based on
sex, provided that such pricing is for
economic reasons only.”

“The notion that the use of ‘Ladies
Nights’ promotes animosity toward
one gender is ludicrous,” he said in a
press release.

The senator told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
in a phone interview that the lawsuit
demeans those instances where dis-
crimination has occurred.

“What’s next, banning senior dis-
counts, kids eat for free [promo-
tions]?” he questioned.

Mr. Kean said the ban hurts small
businesses and is an indication of
why New Jersey is “over regulated.”

“As long as New Jersey has an over-
bearing and meddlesome government
that refuses to cut red tape and end
foolishness, we will keep our reputa-
tion as a terrible place to do business,”
Mr. Kean said in his press release.

Shortly after the initial court ruling
in 2004, then Governor James
McGreevey was quoted in USA To-
day as saying, “This is bureaucratic
nonsense. It is an overreaction that
reflects a complete lack of common
sense and good judgment.”

Mr. Kean said the state already puts
too much of a burden on small busi-
nesses in the state. He told The Leader
and The Times that the “Ladies Night”
ban is an “onerous regulation” and a
“silly hurdle for small businesses to
overcome.”

The legislation is currently before
the Senate Judiciary Committee for
consideration. It was initially intro-
duced in June 2004.

Consumer Affairs Cracks
Down on Fake ‘Dentists’

NEWARK – The Newark Police
Department, working with investiga-
tors from the Division of Consumer
Affairs’ Enforcement Bureau, on July
20 arrested two men for unlicensed
practice of dentistry, the ninth and
10th such arrests in northern New
Jersey within the past year.

Unlicensed individuals operating
out of apartments, basements and
dental laboratories have performed
dental procedures and also adminis-
tered prescription medications
through injections or by dispensing
prescription drugs, according to Con-
sumer Affairs officials. Patients have
sustained injuries that included bro-
ken teeth that were not fully extracted,
unconsciousness following injection
of anesthesia and infections.

“The public’s health, safety and
welfare is clearly being put at risk
when unlicensed individuals attempt
to practice dentistry,” Attorney Gen-
eral Anne Milgram said.

 According to Consumer Affairs,
Newark Police arrested Carlos Bello
and Aristoteles Berenzon and charged
both with unlicensed practice of den-
tistry. The previous undercover in-
vestigations conducted by Enforce-
ment Bureau investigators and local
police departments that resulted in
arrests for unlicensed practice of den-
tistry are as follows:

Marly Vasquez was arrested by the

Jersey City Police Department on July
8. A second person, Francisco R.
Macias, was charged with conspiracy
to practice unlicensed dentistry and
possession of a prescription legend
drug. Ramon Quevedo was arrested
by the Union City Police Department
on March 26, 2009; Libia Marcos,
arrested by the Garfield Police De-
partment on March 18, 2009, and
also charged with obtaining prescrip-
tion drugs without a prescription and
possession of hypodermic syringes;
Carlos L. Ferreira, arrested by the
Elizabeth Police Department on Feb-
ruary 4, 2009; Luis Ponce, arrested
by the West New York Police Depart-
ment on November 7, 2008, and also
charged with possession of prescrip-
tion legend drugs; Alvaro Velez-
Naranjo, arrested by North Bergen
Police Department on November 6,
2008, and also charged with three
counts of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (prescription
drug) and possession of hypodermic
syringes.

Also arrested was Luis Eduardo
Gallo, arrested by the Union City Po-
lice Department on July 17, 2008. He
was indicted on September 23, 2008,
by a grand jury. Gallo was working in
the office of a licensed dentist, Dr.
Vinod S. Brahmbhatt. Authorities said
Brahmbhatt faces disciplinary action
by the Board of Dentistry.

Consumers who suspect an unli-
censed person is offering service that
only a licensed dentist can legally
perform can contact the state Board
of Dentistry at (973) 504-6405 or go
to njconsumeraffairs.gov/complaint/
dentcom.pdf.

State GOP Opens
Campaign Office in WF

WESTIELD — The State Republi-
can Committee has opened a regional
office for the fall election campaign
at 425 North Avenue East in Westfield.
Other offices will be located in Toms
River, Freehold, Trenton, Hackensack
and Parsippany. A grand opening of
the Westfield office will be held at
5:30 p.m. today, August 13.

Zogby Poll: Americans
Favor Clean Energy Bill

A majority of likely voters – 71
percent – favors the American Clean
Energy and Security Act recently
passed by the House of Representa-
tives, and two-thirds (67 percent)
believe Congress is either doing the
right amount (22 percent) or should
be doing more (45 percent) to address
global warming, a new Zogby Inter-
national telephone poll shows. Just
28 percent believe that Congress is
doing too much.

Favorable views for the bill were
high among all age and income groups
and even among Republicans, with
45 percent having a favorable view of
the bill. Seventy-three percent of In-
dependents and 89 percent of Demo-
crats also took a favorable view of the
American Clean Energy and Security
Act.

The survey finds that two-thirds
(68 percent) of likely voters believe a
new American energy policy will not
result in job losses, with a majority
believing such efforts could instead
bring about job growth.

The Zogby International telephone
survey of 1,005 likely voters was
commissioned by the National Wild-
life Federation and was conducted
from July 31-August 4, 2009.


