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Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SMASHED WINDSHIELD...The windshield of the 2005 Ford Taurus is smashed
by the impact from hitting a pedestrian last Wednesday, August 5, on North
Avenue by Lord & Taylor in Westfield. See story on this page.

Parents Upset Over Firing
Of Child-Care Director

To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

POLICE BLOTTER

Driver Faces Charge
Of DWI In Accident

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A motorist who
struck a pedestrian in a crosswalk on
the 600 block of North Avenue in
Westfield last week has been charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI),
authorities said.

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that 25-year-old Gina
Marotta of Clark was crossing the
street in front of the Lord & Taylor
department store shortly after noon
August 5 when she was struck by a
2005 Ford Taurus operated by Leslie
Boughner, 55, of Westfield. The driver
was traveling eastbound on North
Avenue.

Ms. Marotta sustained a broken
arm, broken leg and a head injury as
a result of the accident, Captain
Auchter said. The Westfield Rescue
Squad transported her to University
Hospital in Newark, where she un-
derwent surgery. A hospital spokes-
woman confirmed on Tuesday that
she had since been discharged but
provided no other information.

The driver, who was not injured,
was issued a summons for DWI and
released to a responsible individual
pending a court appearance, Captain
Auchter said.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 3, a resident of

New York reported that he used his
credit card at a gas station on Route 22
and now someone has been taking
money out of his account without au-
thorization.

Wednesday, August 5, a resident
reported that someone hit the rear of
his motor vehicle, causing damage,
while it was legally parked on Jerusa-
lem Road. The person responsible then
fled the scene.

Thursday, August 6, William
Salazar-Acosta, 22, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Thursday, August 6, Brian Maga-
zine, 33, of South Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with assault, ob-
struction of justice and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
after a motor vehicle stop. According
to police, when an officer approached
the vehicle, Magazine tried to run and
fought with the officer. After placing
him under arrest, the officer found the
CDS in his pocket, police said. He was
processed and transported to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Friday, August 7, Christopher
Andrews, 27, and Christopher Lecky,
26, both of Plainfield, were arrested
and charged with possession of a CDS
and distribution of a CDS after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, the
vehicle was stopped for a moving vio-
lation and an officer saw the CDS in
the vehicle. The two men were pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Dennis Banic, 28,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop for a
violation, at which time an officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Saturday, August 8, Jennifer
Conner, 22, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop for a violation, at
which time an officer smelled the
odor of alcohol. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Sunday, August 9, Paula Woodhouse,
40, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop for
a violation, at which time an officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Sunday, August 9, LTD Hannah, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested on charges of
burglary and theft after an investigation
into several motor vehicle burglaries.
According to police, a warrant was
issued for his arrest on August 7, 2009.
The Fanwood Police Department ar-
rested him on the outstanding warrant
and transported him to Scotch Plains
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 4, Joseph

Stanziani, 59, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of Eliza-
beth. He was processed and released.

Tuesday, August 4, Bruce M.
Bobee, 48, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on an outstanding war-
rant out of Fanwood. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, August 4, Michael C.
Batts, 53, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a field investigation
at LaGrande Park on an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 5, Michael L.
Lowery, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Glenwood Road on an outstanding
Newark warrant. He was processed
and released.

Wednesday, August 5, Gregory T.
Brown, 32, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Hetfield Avenue on multiple out-
standing warrants. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, August 6, Emmanuel
Adewumi, 64, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road on an outstanding
Newark warrant. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Shaunice Braxton,
19, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Beech
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out
of Bridgewater. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Gladimir T.
Kostobski, 22, of Phoenix, Ariz. was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Harrison after an investigation
of a report of suspicious activity on
Martine Avenue. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 9, following an
investigation on Herbert Avenue, LTD
Hannah, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Scotch Plains. He was processed and
turned over to the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department.

Sunday, August 9, Rebecca Kaplan,
18, of Fanwood and Jenna M.
Cepparulo, 18, of Scotch Plains were
arrested and charged with possession
of a CDS, and Shane Sheppard, 18, of
Scotch Plains was charged with pos-
session of a CDS and resisting arrest,
after police responded to a house on
Willaby Road where the owners were
away on vacation. Three female juve-
niles and two male juveniles from
Fanwood and Scotch Plains also were
charged with possession of a CDS. The
adults were processed and released and
the juveniles were processed and re-

leased to a responsible adult.
Monday, August 10, Manual

Carrera, 57, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
at a grocery store on South Avenue.
He was processed and released.

Monday, August 10, Jose J. Rosario,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on
charges of burglary and theft follow-
ing an investigation into a motor ve-
hicle break-in that occurred on Au-
gust 4, at which time he allegedly
broke the vehicle’s window and re-
moved a GPS. He was processed and
turned over to the Union County jail
for failure to post bail.

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —  Mountainside
parents on Monday night showed their
support of retaining a Child Care Pro-
gram staffer who was dismissed of her
duties by the board of education (BOE).

“Part of the reason we’re here tonight
is to start the school year with a full
staff,” said BOE President Mary Beth
Schaumberg at the start of the 30-minute
meeting.

Parents who have children in the
Child Care Program, which is offered
before and after school for children in
grades PreK-8, and one teen staff mem-
ber from the program addressed the
BOE about its termination of Patricia
Debbie, the director of the program, at
its July 21 meeting. Ms. Debbie was
offered an aide position in the district
instead but declined the offer. The ter-
mination is effective Friday, August 21.
The BOE has approved to replace Ms.
Debbie with Mary Pembridge as the
new Child Care Program director.

“She (Ms. Debbie) taught me about
how to work with children more than
any mentor has. It’s hard to take care of
up to 30 kids at a time. For a majority of
the time, it worked. Now you have an
employee standing up for Pat,” said
Chelsea Cirasa, a 19-year-old
Mountainside resident and after-care
worker.

Parent Jennifer Schneider spoke to
the BOE for over 10 minutes. “Why
was Pat fired or put back to just an aide?
I know a lot of parents are unhappy. I’m
very upset about this thing,” Ms.
Schneider said.

“We (the BOE) are trying to improve
the situation overall. We’re moving from
a portable classroom to a room in front
of Deerfield (School) to improve su-
pervision. The BOE recognized we

needed to change the program,” Chief
School Administrator (CSA) Jeanette
Baubles said.

Another parent, Kelly Waters, also
addressed the BOE in response to a
letter she sent Ms. Baubles. She began
by acknowledging Ms. Baubles’ re-
sponse on August 8.

“I’m here tonight about two things:
the bullying incident in April and Pat
Debbies’s firing,” Ms. Waters said. “I
first learned of Pat Debbie’s termina-
tion from the paper. It’s a little bit of a
shock. While I’d like you to reconsider,
I know it’s impossible.

“What I’m upset about is that I wasn’t
made aware of the bullying incident.
There should’ve been a notice, just like
when there’s a bomb threat, when it
happened back in April. From what
I’ve heard there was one victim. I heard
the victim was a special-needs student.
There was more than one perpetrator
and the incident was videotaped. This
is horrible and as a community, it can-
not happen again,” Ms. Waters said.

Another parent, Christine Dixon,
added, “I would like to see sensitivity
training for students on how to deal
with special-needs students.”

In response Ms. Schaumberg com-
mented, “We are grateful for you com-
ing out and telling us how you feel. We
have had bullying seminars in the past.
It’s the right thing to do with or without
this incident. Our hands are tied regard-
ing personnel. Thank you for your e-
mails and phone calls. We simply can-
not react the way you’d like.”

The BOE also approved six addi-
tional positions for its teaching and
business office staff. The staff changes
were affected by staff resignations and
reassignments. The next BOE meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, August 25, at
7:30 p.m.

Westfield
Monday, August 3, Ben Musto, 29,

of Westfield was arrested on three
outstanding traffic warrants pursuant
to an investigation on the 500 block of
Westfield Avenue. The warrants were
from Lacey Township, for $1,364;
Kenilworth, for $1,000, and Roselle
Park, for $500. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own recog-
nizance on all three warrants.

Tuesday, August 4, Matthew
Kaelblein, 36, of Westfield was arrested
after responding to Westfield police
headquarters to satisfy an outstanding
traffic warrant from Bridgewater Town-
ship for $165. He was processed, posted
bail in Westfield’s municipal court and
was released.

Tuesday, August 4, Ralph Shields,
48, of Edison was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $1,900.
A further investigation revealed two
additional warrants had been issued
for him, including a Cranford traffic
warrant for $520 and a Newark crimi-
nal warrant for $250. He was being
held pending his appearance in court.

Thursday, August 6, Sarah Weber,
20, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana pursuant
to an investigation at Grandview and
Elizabeth Avenues. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Friday, August 7, Steven Frederick,
48, of Brentwood, N.Y. was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated following a motor vehicle acci-
dent at the South Avenue traffic circle.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and held there
until he was sober. No injuries were
reported as a result of the accident.

Friday, August 7, Qiana Monroe,
26, of Westfield was arrested on South
Avenue near Windsor Avenue on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
for $99. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Kamil S. Matthews,
23, of Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant for $500. Matthews was
unable to post bail and was committed
to the Union County jail pending his
appearance in court.

Friday, August 7, a resident of the
1400 block of Lamberts Mill Road
reported that the rear window on his
Ford Explorer was smashed with a
large rock that was found inside the
vehicle. The incident is believed to
have occurred between 3 and 10:20
a.m. that day. There currently are no
suspects and the incident report was
forwarded to the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau.

Friday, August 7, a Westfield resi-
dent reported the theft of a youth bi-
cycle from in front of a business located
in the area of East Broad and Prospect
Streets. The bicycle is described as a
BMX-style “Special” make that is or-
ange and black in color. The case is
under investigation by the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau.

Saturday, August 8, Patrick C.
Thomson, 19, of Westfield was arrested
at a municipal lot behind an East Broad
Street business on an outstanding
Sayreville traffic warrant for $139. He
was released after posting bail.

Monday, August 10, the dugouts
located at the varsity baseball field
behind Edison Intermediate School
on Rahway Avenue were defaced
through an act of criminal mischief.
Both dugouts were spray-painted with
various markings.

Paul J. Peyton  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TOWN HALL TELECON...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)talks from his Westfield
office with a caller about health-care reform during a teleconference he hosted on
Tuesday. Todd Mitchell, chief of staff, and Amanda Woloshen, deputy chief of
staff, review a computer screen of callers waiting to question the congressman.

FANWOOD’S NEW AMBULANCE...The 2009 Braun ambulance has been
placed in service by the Fanwood Rescue Squad. The ambulance, paid for with
squad funds, replaces the 1998 Braun that had been in service for over a decade.
The new ambulance is built on a Ford E-450 chassis and has a number of
improvements including a larger patient compartment, brighter LED emergency
lights, a large-screen GPS, a central touch screen that controls emergency and
interior lighting, climate control and a backup camera. The ambulance’s color is
the traditional tan and brown readily identified with the Fanwood Rescue Squad.
It joins the squad’s 2001 Road Rescue ambulance in responding to 9-1-1 calls for
assistance in Fanwood and surrounding towns, 24 hours a day.

beyond what the original resolution
set out. “A contract is a contract,” he
added, saying that Mr. Fehrenbach
should have presented the council with
a formal proposal for additional pay-
ments once he knew his fees would
exceed the $10,000 limit.

But Councilman Dominick Bratti
said the council was in “uncharted
waters” earlier in the year in the wake
of Mr. Capabianco’s sudden depar-
ture and then the protracted negotia-
tions over the township budget and
the creation of the sewer utility. “We
asked [Mr. Fehrenbach] to do more
than we started out asking him to do,”
he said.

Mr. Bratti also said Mr. Fehrenbach
worked more than the 19 additional
hours represented by the $2,280 pay-
ment.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
opposition to authorizing the pay-
ment represented a “gotcha moment”
that the council should avoid.

Mayor Malool said that, while it
would have been preferable to have
dealt with authorizing the extra pay-
ment two months ago, Mr. Fehrenbach
“likely went far beyond what he billed
us” in terms of hours worked in late
May and early June prior to the pas-
sage of the budget and the creation of
the sewer utility. She said she saw the
dispute “simply as a matter of timing.”

In other business, Township Man-
ager Christopher Marion said the due
date for the first property tax pay-
ments has been extended until Thurs-
day, August 27. Bills were mailed out
late last month, and he said the first
sewer utility bills would be issued in
early September.

The council enacted two environ-

mental-oriented ordinances, with the
first, according to Councilwoman
DePaola, bringing the township into
compliance with state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) regu-
lations to prevent the discharge of sol-
ids into municipal storm sewers. Dur-
ing the public hearing, Chip Lou Lane
resident George Gowen asked for clari-
fication as to who will be liable for
certain violations, specifically regard-
ing township storm drainage rights of
way that are located on his property.
He said it was not clear if he would be
held responsible for not retrofitting
drainage openings in those rights-of-
way, but Mayor Malool said since the
township maintains and is responsible
for those drainage easements, the mu-
nicipal government is responsible for
any upgrades required.

And Township Attorney Brian
Levine told Mr. Gowen that the ordi-
nance itself is directed primarily at
properties “other than residential lots
with a single-family home on it,”
meaning that commercial properties
will be the ones most affected by the
new regulations. The second ordi-
nance establishes requirements for
the proper handling of dumpsters and
other refuse containers.

Mr. Marion also told the council
that “significant damage” was sus-
tained when a car drove into the back
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
on July 30. He said it is hoped that the
repairs — which will include wall
reconstruction, roof repairs, shelf in-
stallation, painting, carpeting, cleanup
and landscaping — will be complete
by mid-September.

The council’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, September 1.

project getting underway, the council
must first enact a new capital im-
provement bond ordinance.

Under a previous $1.75-million or-
dinance that was enacted in May 2006,
71 roads were repaired from 2006
through 2008. Assistant Township En-
gineer Joseph Timko said the three-
year program was originally set for five
years, but all the scheduled repairs were
made in a three-year period. All but
$78,759 of the $1.75-million bond was
expended on those projects.

The township’s tight budget this
year led officials to put off a number
of road projects until 2010, including
Channing Avenue, Golf Street and
Hetfield Avenue, as well as eight
streets — Hawthorne Street,
Katherine Street, Mountainview Av-
enue, Watchung Terrace, Harding
Road, Byrd Avenue, William Street
and Victor Street — located between
Mountain Avenue and Route 22.

Two other major projects currently
underway or nearing completion are
the improvements to Morse Avenue,
which is being funded by a state De-
partment of Transportation grant, and
the curbing and drainage improve-
ments to Sycamore Avenue, which is
being financed by special assessments
on the homeowners on that street.

Between now and next year, Town-
ship Manager Christopher Marion and
the relevant department heads will
meet to develop a plan for roadwork
to be performed during the coming
six years. The council will review the
schedule of which roads will be
worked on and in what order. Mr.
Marion said streets would be ranked
according to problems, such as sur-
face cracks and drainage issues.

Two Katherine Street residents at-
tended Tuesday’s session and were
told by Mayor Nancy Malool that,
“the ball is rolling” in terms of repair-
ing their street, which was acknowl-
edged to be the roadway most in need
of repair.

Consulting engineer Edward Gottko
said the major work on Katherine Street
would likely begin a year hence, given
the need to first pass a new funding
ordinance as well as undertake neces-
sary survey and engineering work. Mr.
Gottko previously served as town en-
gineer and, later, town administrator
for Westfield.
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SP Council’s 3-2 Vote
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No Road Projects in SP

The borough purchased the light-
industrial property in May 2008 for
$1.8 million. The building had been
the scene of a construction accident,
when the firewall at the Station Mews
development collapsed on top of the
Livingston-Wilbor building.

The second reading of a resolution
establishing the position of borough
purchasing agent was tabled.

Councilman Russell Huegel intro-
duced a resolution authorizing the
borough to place a lien on properties
to recoup costs of cutting grass in
cases of neglect.

Mayor Mahr, reporting on behalf
of a vacationing David Valian, de-
scribed the recreation department’s
summer camp programs as a “smash
hit,” stating that they were sold out
most weeks. She also commented
that the Movies in the Park program
is also proving popular.
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Fanwood


