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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEAT WAVE PLUNGE...Young residents line up at the diving board at the Highland Swim Club in Scotch Plains on Monday
to take a refreshing plunge. The temperature soared past 90 on Monday, making it the hottest day so far of the summer.

Comments to Be Allowed
On Relatives of Freeholders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union has reached a settlement of
potential litigation by a Garwood resi-
dent who had charged that his First
Amendment Rights were violated at a
recent Board of Chosen Freeholders
meeting.

Bruce Paterson, who attends most
freeholder meetings, said he was pre-
vented from commenting at the June
25 meeting about what he perceives
are family members of county free-
holders who are on the county pay-
roll.

Mr. Paterson questioned how rela-
tives of the freeholder are appointed
officials.

“I am sure they don’t send in their
résumé, they just get hired because
they are a relative of a freeholder,”
Mr. Paterson stated at the meeting.
“When you are talking about three,
four, five relatives on the payroll, you
are talking about $100,000,
$200,000… The question remains,
how did they get on the payroll in the
first place?”

Mr. Paterson alleged that the
county’s hiring practices might be
“corrupt.”

When Mr. Paterson referred to a
relative of County Manager George
Devanney, Freeholder Dan Sullivan,
filling in for Chairman Al Mirabella,
interrupted him.

 “I am not going to tolerate talking
about family members. It’s not fair to
them,” Mr. Sullivan said. “I can tell
you this: there are any number of
people who may be or may not be
related to someone else who came

here long before the people (free-
holders) sitting here,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “So you group in all these
people…and make these accusations
about these people who cannot de-
fend themselves who are just going to
work and doing their jobs.”

Mr. Paterson then asked Mr.
Sullivan, “How many of your rela-
tives were on the payroll before you
showed up?” The acting chairman
again stopped him.

“Why don’t you go on to your next
point,” Mr. Sullivan said.

“That is my point. Why do I have a
next point?” Mr. Paterson stated.

“Well then I guess you’re finished,”
Mr. Sullivan responded.

Robert Barry, county counsel, in a
letter sent to Bobby Conner, an attor-
ney with the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of New Jersey (ACLU)
who represented Mr. Paterson, said,
“It is not the intention of the board to
restrict the free speech of Mr. Pater-
son or any other member of the pub-
lic.”

“Comments regarding public em-
ployees regardless of their relation to
freeholders or other officials will be
allowed, as they have been, at meet-
ings,” Mr. Barry said in his letter. “As
requested, the chairman of the board
(Mr. Mirabella) will correct any im-
pression to the contrary at the next
meeting of the board.”

The statement will include the
wording that, “comments regarding
public employees, whether or not they
are related to freeholders or others,
will be allowed at this and all future
meetings, as protected by the First
Amendment.”

Archaeologists Continue
Excavation on Historic Site

By BRIGITTA GREENE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Archeolo-
gists are in the process of excavating
a small area of land near downtown
Scotch Plains. The land, sandwiched
between the overpass to Route 22
and the northwestern end of Park
Avenue, is known as Stites Farm-
stead, and will be the site of a future
state Department of Transportation
(DOT) improvement project, said
Sean Bratton, crew chief at the site.

The state is required under federal
historic preservation legislation to
complete a survey of the land before
beginning construction, according to
archeologist Michael Gall. He said
the location is home to both the colo-
nial-era farmstead and a much older
prehistoric site.

A team of five archeologists has
been working eight hours a day since
mid-July on the site, Mr. Bratton
said. They will continue until early
October.

“We basically start at the top and
work our way down,” Mr. Gall said.

Richard Grubb and Associates,
Inc., a cultural resource-consulting
firm based in Cranbury, employ the
archeologists.

A colonial-era well and evidence
of walkways and fence posts have
already been uncovered. Each level
of soil is strained for puzzle-piece
sized scraps of ceramic pottery, nails,
or other artifacts, many of which
already decorate a makeshift ply-
wood table, waiting to be cleaned
and fitted together.

Aside from ceramic chips of all
different dates, the archeologists have
uncovered oyster shells and

clamshells, evidence of the settlers’
diet.

The original farmstead, dismantled
in 1925 when the highway overpass
was approved, stood on an older
prehistoric site, said Robert Lore, a
prehistoric archeologist.

But little evidence of Native-
American habitation has been dis-
covered, largely due to more modern
development on the land, he said.

“What were favorable sites for
natives were also favorable sites for
Europeans,” he added. Archeologists
have uncovered a few “projectile
points,” arrowhead-like stones that
predate the use of arrows, Mr. Bratton
said.

All artifacts from the site will be
cleaned and catalogued upon the
completion of the dig, before being
submitted to the state, Mr. Lore
said.

The Route 22/ Bonnie Burn Road
intersection improvement project is
scheduled to begin in 2010, and in-
cludes completely replacing the ex-
isting bridge over Route 22, as well
as widening Park Avenue, according
the state DOT website.

Upon completion of the excava-
tion, the team will completely back-
fill the site, filling in all holes and
replacing the original with two to
three feet of modern fill, Mr. Bratton
said.

He encouraged the public to stop
by the site while the archeologists
are working, adding that the firm is
working to schedule a “public day”
where Boy Scouts and other com-
munity members could come and
learn about the history of the site, as
well as the excavation process.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DIGGING FOR ARTIFACTS...Five archaeologists have been working eight hours
a day since mid-July in Scotch Plains near the intersection of Park Avenue  and Route
22. They will continue for several more weeks gathering their historic preservation
finds prior to construction work being permitted to improve the overpass.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SECURING FUNDING… Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) announced at the JCC in
Scotch Plains on Tuesday that the House of Representatives recently approved his
request for $300,000 to expand the Naturally Occurring Retirement Communi-
ties (NORC) program, which is operated by the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey (JFC) and Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey (JFS). Along with
the audience, attendees included Eleanor Rubin, past president of JFC; Nora
Berger, area director of American Israel Public Affairs Committee, and Stanley
Stone, director of JFC.

DCA Rejects Extraordinary Aid
For Garwood and Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON and RAYNOR
DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Union County munici-
palities were shut out from receiving
extraordinary aid through a tax-relief
program run by the state’s Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA).
Only two of the county’s 21 munici-
palities, Fanwood and Garwood, ap-
plied for the program, which doled
out $10.67 million to 39 communi-
ties on Friday. Combined, the two
boroughs had asked for $700,000.

In order to receive extraordinary
aid, municipalities must have submit-

ted an application to the state’s Divi-
sion of Local Government Services by
April 1 of this year. The application
details a municipality’s fiscal condi-
tion and includes information about
the municipality’s efforts to contain
costs and share services, according to
the DCA.

Fanwood had applied for $398,000,
according to Mayor Colleen Mahr.
She said she and the council would
meet with borough officials to “dis-
cuss where we go from here” and how
the state’s decision will impact the
borough’s 2009 budget and property
taxes.

“It is disappointing…but [we knew]
there was a chance that this might
happen,” the mayor said.

Borough residents, she said, should
expect at least an additional $130 in
municipal taxes for a home assessed at
$84,000, with a $400 average increase
in school taxes and just under a $100
increase in Union County taxes.

Mayor Mahr said most increases to
the borough’s $8.7-million budget oc-
cur in areas not under the borough’s
control such as healthcare for employ-
ees, and utilities such as sewers and
streetlights. “That’s where most of the
significant increases are,” she said.

This is the fourth consecutive year
Fanwood has applied for the program.
The borough received $350,000 in
2006, $325,000 in 2007 and $425,000
last year.

“I felt (extraordinary aid) was worth
a shot at getting,” she said.

Garwood, which earlier this year
introduced a proposed $7 million bud-
get, also had its application of $300,000
in extraordinary aid denied by the
DCA. The borough received $250,000
in aid through the program last year.

As result of not receiving the added
aid, the Garwood governing body on
Tuesday night moved $125,426 out of
its surplus in order to lower the tax
impact below the state’s 4 percent
threshold.

Estimated first-quarter tax bills have
been sent to residents, and Garwood
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma said it is “not the first time
that we’ve been in this situation.”
Garwood had decided in March to
participate in Governor Jon Corzine’s
pension-deferral program, which de-
ferred $187,000 in obligations from
the 2009 budget to future years.

Grants for the extraordinary-aid
program ranged from $30,000 in
Camden County’s Brooklawn Bor-
ough and Monmouth County’s Allen-
town Borough to $1 million for
Roseland in Essex County. Last year,
the DCA gave out $14.9 million in
aid.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
52 YEARS OF SERVICE...Bob Kruthers of the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue
Squad is presented with a print of the Fanwood Train Station Tuesday night by
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Council Votes 3-2 to OK Additional
Payment to Budget Consultant

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split town-
ship council voted Tuesday night to
pay its budget consultant an additional
$2,280 for services provided in late
May and early June, which caused his
billable time to exceed the original
$10,000 ceiling agreed to earlier this
year.

Gregory Fehrenbach assisted the
council in its budget preparations after
the February 18 resignation of former
township manager Michael
Capabianco. In hiring Mr. Fehrenbach,
of Government Management Advi-
sors LLC in East Brunswick, shortly
afterward to lead the preparation of
the municipal budget —normally a
function of the township manager —
the council voted to pay him $120 per

hour, with the stipulation that his fees
not exceed $10,000. As budget discus-
sion moved forward in the spring, Mr.
Fehrenbach assisted the council in set-
ting up a new sewer utility as a way of
lessening the property tax levy.

By late May, Mayor Nancy Malool
admitted, it was obvious that Mr.
Fehrenbach was close to exceeding
the $10,000 fee limit spelled out in the
resolution securing his services. But
with further work on both the budget
and the new sewer utility in the offing,
she said, it would not have been prac-
tical for him to immediately cease his
efforts until the passage of a new reso-

lution authorizing additional fees.
“I wish we’d been approached” by

Mr. Fehrenbach, said Councilwoman
Mary DePaola, who voted against a
resolution authorizing the additional
payment. While praising Mr.
Fehrenbach’s work, which she called
“outstanding,” she said that in a tight
budget year, she could not support an
additional payment 22.8 percent
“above and beyond his original con-
tract.”

Councilman Kevin Glover, who also
voted against the payment, said it was
“not good business practice” to pay

SP Will Not Fund Any Major
Road Projects This Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Besides two
road projects that are not being fi-
nanced directly by the township, the
municipal government will not fund
any other major roadway-improve-
ment projects this year due to budget
constraints. Township officials are
hoping that a new six-year road-im-
provement schedule will be able to be
implemented in 2010.

At the township council’s confer-

ence meeting on Tuesday, council
members and the township engineer-
ing staff discussed the preparation of
a new six-year capital-improvement
plan that will include road-repair
schedules as well as facilities mainte-
nance and equipment purchases. Sev-
eral streets are likely to be slated
immediately next year for refurbish-
ment, including Katherine Street,
Byrd Avenue and Channing Avenue.
Prior to any capital improvement

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Council Plans Two
Weeks to Amend Budget

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The  Fanwood Bor-
ough Council took no action, Tuesday,
on amending its budget in light of the
borough not receiving $398,000 in ex-
traordinary aid from the state. A series
of three meetings is planned over the
next two weeks to revise the budget.

Describing herself as “disappointed”
at not receiving the aid, Mayor Colleen
Mahr commented that the state expects
towns to wean themselves off aid, and
that is what Fanwood will have to do.

Responding to questioning by resi-
dent Joe Britt of Tillotson Road, Bor-
ough Clerk and Administrator Eleanor
McGovern described plans for a rapid
series of three meetings to amend the
budget. The council will hold a first
meeting to discuss reductions to the
borough’s budget, a second meeting
will amend the budget, and the third
will adopt the budget. Mrs. McGovern
said she hoped to be able to schedule
the meetings to occur within two weeks.

In requesting another temporary
emergency appropriation to cover ex-
penditures before budget approval,
Council President Donna Dolce com-
mented that this was the latest a bor-
ough budget had ever been adopted.

The meeting began by recognizing
Robert Kruthers as volunteer of the
month. Mrs. Mahr described Mr.
Kruthers’ achievement of spending

52 years as a volunteer with the
Fanwood First Aid Squad. He was
presented with a picture of the
Fanwood Train Station as a gesture of
recognition.

Councilman Anthony Parenti re-
ported that the first batches of the
H1N1 flu vaccine would likely be
received in late September or early
October. Mr. Parenti said many resi-
dents would likely need three shots
this flu season, one for seasonal flu
and two for the H1N1 flu. Further
discussion of the topic revealed that
the need for two H1N1 vaccinations
is very tentative, as testing for levels
of antibody development is still on-
going.

Mayor Mahr also mentioned that
meetings aimed at sharing services
with Scotch Plains are continuing.
She described the work of the non-
partisan citizen’s committee as “open
and transparent government at its
best.”

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler in-
troduced a spending resolution for
site work and remediation at 238
South Avenue, also known as the
Livingston-Wilbor property. Mrs.
Wheeler commented that all costs are
reimbursed by the state’s Department
of Community Affairs, the depart-
ment which rejected the borough’s
extraordinary-aid application.
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