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POLICE BLOTTER

Driver Faces Charge
Of DWI In Accident

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A motorist who
struck a pedestrian in a crosswalk on
the 600 block of North Avenue in
Westfield last week has been charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI),
authorities said.

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter told The Westfield Leader
that 25-year-old Gina Marotta of
Clark was crossing the street in front
of the Lord & Taylor department store
shortly after noon August 5 when she
was struck by a 2005 Ford Taurus
operated by Leslie Boughner, 55, of
Westfield. The driver was traveling
eastbound on North Avenue.

Ms. Marotta sustained a broken
arm, broken leg and a head injury as
a result of the accident, Captain
Auchter said. The Westfield Rescue
Squad transported her to University
Hospital in Newark, where she un-
derwent surgery. A hospital spokes-
woman confirmed on Tuesday that
she had since been discharged, but
provided no other information.

The driver, who was not injured,
was issued a summons for DWI and
released to a responsible individual
pending a court appearance, Captain
Auchter said.

Archaeologists Continue
Excavation on Historic Site

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DIGGING FOR ARTIFACTS...Five archaeologists have been working eight hours
a day since mid-July in Scotch Plains near the intersection of Park Avenue and Route
22. They will continue for several more weeks gathering their historic preservation
finds prior to construction work being permitted to improve the intersection.

Notice to Westfield
Special Ed. Graduates
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education is notifying indi-
viduals who graduated in the years
2002, 2003 and 2004 who may wish
to retrieve their special education
records. Please be advised that unless
a request for records is received prior
to September 1, 2009, such records
are scheduled to be destroyed.

Individual letters of notice were
sent to the last known address of the
graduates and this notice was also
posted on the Special Services
website of the Westfield Public
Schools at westfieldnjk12.org/
specialservices.

Westfield
Monday, August 3, Ben Musto, 29,

of Westfield was arrested on three
outstanding traffic warrants pursuant
to an investigation on the 500 block of
Westfield Avenue. The warrants were
from Lacey Township, for $1,364;
Kenilworth, for $1,000, and Roselle
Park, for $500. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own recog-
nizance on all three warrants.

Tuesday, August 4, Matthew
Kaelblein, 36, of Westfield was arrested
after responding to Westfield police
headquarters to satisfy an outstanding
traffic warrant from Bridgewater Town-
ship for $165. He was processed, posted
bail in Westfield’s municipal court and
was released.

Tuesday, August 4, Ralph Shields,
48, of Edison was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $1,900.
A further investigation revealed two
additional warrants had been issued
for him, including a Cranford traffic
warrant for $520 and a Newark crimi-
nal warrant for $250. He was being
held pending his appearance in court.

Thursday, August 6, Sarah Weber,
20, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana pursuant
to an investigation at Grandview and
Elizabeth Avenues. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Friday, August 7, Steven Frederick,
48, of Brentwood, N.Y. was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated following a motor vehicle acci-
dent at the South Avenue traffic circle.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and held there
until he was sober. No injuries were
reported as a result of the accident.

Friday, August 7, Qiana Monroe,
26, of Westfield was arrested on South
Avenue near Windsor Avenue on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
for $99. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Kamil S. Matthews,
23, of Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant for $500. Matthews was
unable to post bail and was committed
to the Union County jail pending his
appearance in court.

Friday, August 7, a resident of the
1400 block of Lamberts Mill Road
reported that the rear window on his
Ford Explorer was smashed with a
large rock that was found inside the
vehicle. The incident is believed to
have occurred between 3 and 10:20
a.m. that day. There currently are no
suspects and the incident report was
forwarded to the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau.

Friday, August 7, a Westfield resi-
dent reported the theft of a youth bi-
cycle from in front of a business located
in the area of East Broad and Prospect
Streets. The bicycle is described as a
BMX-style “Special” make that is or-
ange and black in color. The case is
under investigation by the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau.

Saturday, August 8, Patrick C.
Thomson, 19, of Westfield was arrested
at a municipal lot behind an East Broad
Street business on an outstanding
Sayreville traffic warrant for $139. He
was released after posting bail.

Monday, August 10, the dugouts
located at the varsity baseball field
behind Edison Intermediate School
on Rahway Avenue were defaced
through an act of criminal mischief.
Both dugouts were spray-painted with
various markings.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 3, a resident of

New York reported that he used his
credit card at a gas station on Route 22
and now someone has been taking
money out of his account without au-
thorization.

Wednesday, August 5, a resident
reported that someone hit the rear of
his motor vehicle, causing damage,
while it was legally parked on Jerusa-
lem Road. The person responsible then
fled the scene.

Thursday, August 6, William
Salazar-Acosta, 22, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Thursday, August 6, Brian Maga-
zine, 33, of South Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with assault, ob-
struction of justice and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
after a motor vehicle stop. According
to police, when an officer approached
the vehicle, Magazine tried to run and
fought with the officer. After placing
him under arrest, the officer found the
CDS in his pocket, police said. He was
processed and transported to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Friday, August 7, Christopher
Andrews, 27, and Christopher Lecky,
26, both of Plainfield, were arrested
and charged with possession of a CDS
and distribution of a CDS after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, the
vehicle was stopped for a moving vio-
lation and an officer saw the CDS in
the vehicle. The two men were pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Dennis Banic,
28, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop for a violation, at which time an
officer smelled the odor of alcohol.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Saturday, August 8, Jennifer
Conner, 22, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI after

a motor vehicle stop for a violation, at
which time an officer smelled the
odor of alcohol. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Sunday, August 9, Paula Woodhouse,
40, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop for
a violation, at which time an officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Sunday, August 9, LTD Hannah, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested on charges of
burglary and theft after an investigation
into several motor vehicle burglaries.
According to police, a warrant was
issued for his arrest on August 7, 2009.
The Fanwood Police Department ar-
rested him on the outstanding warrant
and transported him to Scotch Plains
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 4, Joseph

Stanziani, 59, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of Eliza-
beth. He was processed and released.

Tuesday, August 4, Bruce M.
Bobee, 48, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on an outstanding war-
rant out of Fanwood. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, August 4, Michael C.
Batts, 53, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a field investigation
at LaGrande Park on an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 5, Michael L.
Lowery, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Glenwood Road on an outstanding
Newark warrant. He was processed
and released.

Wednesday, August 5, Gregory T.
Brown, 32, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Hetfield Avenue on multiple out-
standing warrants. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, August 6, Emmanuel
Adewumi, 64, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road on an outstanding
Newark warrant. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Shaunice Braxton,
19, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Beech
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out
of Bridgewater. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Gladimir T.
Kostobski, 22, of Phoenix, Ariz. was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Harrison after an investigation
of a report of suspicious activity on
Martine Avenue. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 9, following an
investigation on Herbert Avenue, LTD
Hannah, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Scotch Plains. He was processed and
turned over to the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department.

Sunday, August 9, Rebecca Kaplan,
18, of Fanwood and Jenna M.
Cepparulo, 18, of Scotch Plains were
arrested and charged with possession
of a CDS, and Shane Sheppard, 18, of
Scotch Plains was charged with pos-
session of a CDS and resisting arrest,
after police responded to a house on
Willaby Road where the owners were
away on vacation. Three female juve-
niles and two male juveniles from
Fanwood and Scotch Plains also were
charged with possession of a CDS. The
adults were processed and released and
the juveniles were processed and re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Monday, August 10, Manual
Carrera, 57, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
at a grocery store on South Avenue.
He was processed and released.

Monday, August 10, Jose J. Rosario,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on
charges of burglary and theft follow-
ing an investigation into a motor ve-
hicle break-in that occurred on Au-
gust 4, at which time he allegedly
broke the vehicle’s window and re-
moved a GPS. He was processed and
turned over to the Union County jail
for failure to post bail.

By BRIGITTA GREENE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Archeolo-
gists are in the process of excavating
a small area of land near downtown
Scotch Plains. The land, sandwiched
between the overpass to Route 22 and
the northwestern end of Park Avenue,
is known as Stites Farmstead, and
will be the site of a future state De-
partment of Transportation (DOT)
improvement project, said Sean
Bratton, crew chief at the site.

The state is required under federal
historic preservation legislation to
complete a survey of the land before
beginning construction, according to
archeologist Michael Gall. He said
the location is home to both the colo-
nial-era farmstead and a much older
prehistoric site.

A team of five archeologists has been
working eight hours a day since mid-
July on the site, Mr. Bratton said. They
will continue until early October.

“We basically start at the top and
work our way down,” Mr. Gall said.

Richard Grubb and Associates, Inc.,
a cultural resource-consulting firm
based in Cranbury, employs the ar-
cheologists.

A colonial-era well and evidence
of walkways and fence posts have
already been uncovered. Each level
of soil is strained for puzzle-piece
sized scraps of ceramic pottery, nails
or other artifacts, many of which al-
ready decorate a makeshift plywood
table, waiting to be cleaned and fitted
together.

Aside from ceramic chips of all
different dates, the archeologists
have uncovered oyster shells and

clamshells, evidence of the settlers’
diet.

The original farmstead, dismantled
in 1925 when the highway overpass
was approved, stood on an older pre-
historic site, said Robert Lore, a pre-
historic archeologist.

But little evidence of Native-Ameri-
can habitation has been discovered,
largely due to more modern develop-
ment on the land, he said.

“What were favorable sites for na-
tives were also favorable sites for
Europeans,” he added. Archeologists
have uncovered a few “projectile
points,” arrowhead-like stones that
predate the use of arrows, Mr. Bratton
said.

All artifacts from the site will be
cleaned and catalogued upon the
completion of the dig, before being
submitted to the state, Mr. Lore said.

The Route 22/Bonnie Burn Road
intersection improvement project is
scheduled to begin in 2010, and in-
cludes completely replacing the ex-
isting bridge over Route 22, as well as
widening Park Avenue, according to
the state DOT website.

Upon completion of the excava-
tion, the team will completely back-
fill the site, filling in all holes and
replacing the original with two to
three feet of modern fill, Mr. Bratton
said.

He encouraged the public to stop
by the site while the archeologists are
working, adding that the firm is work-
ing to schedule a “public day” where
Boy Scouts and other community
members could come and learn about
the history of the site, as well as the
excavation process.

To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SECURING FUNDING… Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) announced at the JCC in
Scotch Plains on Tuesday that the House of Representatives recently approved his
request for $300,000 to expand the Naturally Occurring Retirement Communi-
ties (NORC) program, which is operated by the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey (JFC) and Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey (JFS). Along with
the audience, attendees included: Eleanor Rubin, past president of JFC; Nora
Berger, area director of American Israel Public Affairs Committee, and Stanley
Stone, director of JFC.

“To laser beam in on these businesses
as less deserving to be in Westfield I
think is illegal.

“All businesses should be wel-
comed as long as they are conducting
legal business. I wish to put a stop to
this discussion. They’re a legal busi-
ness; we can’t discriminate against
the type of restaurant.”

Mr. Foerst said unless directed by
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, his commit-
tee would not look into adjusting the
language of the ordinance.

On a separate matter, Mr. Ciarrocca
encouraged Westfield citizens to visit
westfieldnj.gov and sign up for the
town’s E-Alert System, a shared ser-
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Westfield Council
Addresses Truck Idling

vice between the town and the board
of education (BOE), designed to fos-
ter better communication with
Westfield citizens, who can now get
up-to-the-minute emergency news on
their pagers, Blackberrys, cell phones
and e-mail messages, etc. There are
10 different ways one can be alerted.

“It’s really encouraging,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said. “It’s a system that has
tremendous capabilities. One day, I’d
like to see us send out our bulk-waste
and pool mailings through the E-Alert;
it’s a great way to reduce the amount
of paper sent from town hall. Last
year, the BOE used the system, and it
worked very well.”

finance committee, but rather meant
as a message to the state’s govern-
ment. He said small towns are being
fiscally responsible, but are over bur-
dened with state mandates.

“We held up our end of the bar-
gain,” Mr. Sytko said. “Unfortunately
the state did not reciprocate.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy, along
with Ms. Villaggio and Council Presi-
dent Keith Sluka, expressed similar
sentiments following the vote.

“We do an honest, constantly good
job at trying to run a town and do
what’s right,” Mayor McCarthy said.
“To consistently get dumped on, it’s
not right.”

In other business, Councilman
Stephen Napolitano reported that
three of the eight sites soil-tested at
the athletic field project location were
positive for historic fill. Mr.
Napolitano said the fill was com-
monly used at the turn of the last
century and poses no health risk. He
also said that since it is covered by
clean soil “clean up and removal may
not be required.”

“The borough has been reassured
that the contamination is common in
this state and is covered by two feet of
clean soil, which is a common clean
up remedy used for this type of cir-
cumstance,” Mr. Napolitano said.

The borough is now awaiting word
from Green Acres on whether
remediation is necessary. Mr.
Napolitano said Garwood is insured
for any recommended cleanup. The
other five test sites complied with

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Approves Budget,
Reviews Field Project Status

Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) standards.

Also on Tuesday, the borough’s
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) representative, Charles
Lombardo, spoke regarding a pro-
posal by the commission to hire a
third engineer. The move had been
criticized by resident Bruce Paterson
during the July 14 council meeting.

Mr. Lombardo, who chairs the
RVSA commission, said the authority
currently employs two engineers, one
of whom is more than 60 years old and
also serves as an executive director.
Mr. Lombardo said hiring a third engi-
neer would relieve the workload on
the gentleman in question, whom will
also likely be retiring soon.

“Hiring an engineer is not a new
concept or something that just came
up,” Mr. Lombardo said. “The com-
mission of the authority has been
discussing this for years.”

Council members questioned the
timing of the proposed hiring, with
Councilman Jonathan Linken, Ms.
Villaggio and Mr. Sluka all express-
ing reservations about adding a new
employee.

“Honestly, I can’t see any math-
ematical solution where that saves
money,” Mr. Sluka said. “It might
save this guy staying up till 2 o’clock
in the morning to do his second job.”

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, resident Rosemary
Snow addressed the council to com-
mend members of the Garwood Police
Department. Ms. Snow said she re-
cently had a worker installing air con-
ditioners at her house. A fellow resi-
dent observed the man inside her home
and contacted the borough police.

Ms. Snow said the police arrived
“in a matter of seconds” and although
no emergency was taking place she
appreciated their quick response.

“It goes to show you what a job our
police department does,” Ms. Snow
said. “People may complain about
them, but they are there when you
need them.”

The council voted to cancel its sec-
ond monthly meeting, scheduled for
August 25. The next meeting is slated
for Tuesday, September 8, at which
time there will be a public hearing on
a salary ordinance and a bond ordi-
nance to fund the purchase of a new
garbage truck.

SP Council OK’s Additional
Payment to Consultant

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split town-
ship council voted Tuesday night to
pay its budget consultant an addi-
tional $2,280 for services provided in
late May and early June that caused
his billable time to exceed the origi-
nal $10,000 ceiling agreed to earlier
this year.

Gregory Fehrenbach assisted the
council in its budget preparations af-
ter the February 18 resignation of
former township manager Michael
Capabianco. In hiring Mr.
Fehrenbach, of Government Manage-
ment Advisors LLC in East
Brunswick, shortly afterward to lead
the preparation of the municipal bud-
get —normally a function of the town-
ship manager — the council voted to
pay him $120 per hour, with the stipu-
lation that his fees not exceed $10,000.
As budget discussion moved forward
in the spring, Mr. Fehrenbach as-
sisted the council in setting up a new
sewer utility as a way of lessening the
property tax levy.

By late May, Mayor Nancy Malool
admitted, it was obvious that Mr.
Fehrenbach was close to exceeding
the $10,000 fee limit spelled out in
the resolution securing his services.
But with further work on both the
budget and the new sewer utility in
the offing, she said, it would not have
been practical for him to immedi-
ately cease his efforts until the pas-
sage of a new resolution authorizing
additional fees.

“I wish we’d been approached” by
Mr. Fehrenbach, said Councilwoman
Mary DePaola, who voted against a
resolution authorizing the additional
payment. While praising Mr.
Fehrenbach’s work, which she called
“outstanding,” she said that in a tight
budget year, she could not support an
additional payment 22.8 percent
“above and beyond his original con-
tract.”

Councilman Kevin Glover, who
also voted against the payment, said
it was “not good business practice” to
pay beyond what the original resolu-
tion set out. “A contract is a contract,”
he added, saying that Mr. Fehrenbach
should have presented the council
with a formal proposal for additional
payments once he knew his fees to
exceed the $10,000 limit.

But Councilman Dominick Bratti
said the council was in “uncharted
waters” earlier in the year in the wake
of Mr. Capabianco’s sudden depar-
ture and then the protracted negotia-
tions over the township budget and
the creation of the sewer utility. “We
asked [Mr. Fehrenbach] to do more
than we started out asking him to do,”
he said.

Mr. Bratti also said Mr. Fehrenbach
worked more than the 19 additional

hours represented by the $2,280 pay-
ment.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
opposition to authorizing the pay-
ment represented a “gotcha moment”
that the council should avoid.

Mayor Malool said, while it would
have been preferable to have dealt
with authorizing the extra payment
two months ago, Mr. Fehrenbach
“likely went far beyond what he billed
us” in terms of hours worked in late
May and early June prior to the pas-
sage of the budget and creation of the
sewer utility. She said she saw the
dispute “simply as a matter of timing.”

In other business, Township Man-
ager Christopher Marion said the due
date for the first property tax pay-
ments has been extended until Thurs-
day, August 27. Bills were mailed out
late last month, and he said the first
sewer utility bills would be issued in
early September.

The council enacted two environ-
mental-oriented ordinances, with the
first, according to Councilwoman
DePaola, bringing the township into
compliance with state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
regulations to prevent the discharge
of solids into municipal storm sew-
ers. During the public hearing, Chip
Lou Lane resident George Gowen
asked for clarification as to who will
be liable for certain violations, spe-
cifically regarding township storm
drainage rights of way that are lo-
cated on his property. He said it was
not clear if he would be held respon-
sible for not retrofitting drainage
openings in those rights-of-way, but
Mayor Malool said since the town-
ship maintains and is responsible for
those drainage easements, the mu-
nicipal government is responsible for
any upgrades required.

And Township Attorney Brian
Levine told Mr. Gowen that the ordi-
nance itself is directed primarily at
properties “other than residential lots
with a single-family home on it,”
meaning that commercial properties
will be the ones most affected by the
new regulations. The second ordi-
nance establishes requirements for
the proper handling of dumpsters and
other refuse containers.

Mr. Marion also told the council
that “significant damage” was sus-
tained when a car drove into the back
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
on July 30. He said it is hoped that the
repairs — which will include wall
reconstruction, roof repairs, shelf in-
stallation, painting, carpeting, cleanup
and landscaping — will be complete
by mid-September.

The council’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, September 1.

Take The Poll
www.goleader.com/09election


