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NPGL RUNNERS-UP…The Westfield Black 9s won their division and placed
second in the NPGL Playoffs. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Rory
McGovern, Jack Cifelli, Ryan Toal, Chris Marner, Matt Feinberg and Matt
Meusel; second row, Casey Scheper, Matt Cetlin, Curtis Gilford, Matt Bromberg,
Joe SanGiacomo and Ryan Palmer; back row, Coaches Keith Scheper, Ron
Bromberg, David Ganz, Head Coach John Toal and Jamie Marner.

WF Black 9’s Win Division;
Get 2nd in NPGL Playoffs

The Westfield Black 9-year-old
baseball team recently ended their
regular season as division champs,
won a 4-3 thriller against South Or-
ange-Maplewood in the semifinals,
but came up just short against Bask-
ing Ridge, 13-12, in the New Provi-
dence Green League title game on
July 30.

After a first-round bye, Westfield
was matched up against South Or-
ange-Maplewood (SOM) at Gumbert
Field. Both teams displayed tremen-
dous pitching. Ryan Toal’s blazing
fastball shut down the opposition and
held them scoreless for the first three
innings. Westfield did surrender nine
hits, but stellar defense was the dif-
ference-maker. In the third inning,
Chris Marner made a perfect throw to
catcher Matt Bromberg to nail the
runner at home plate. In the fifth, with
the score tied 2-2, Casey Scheper,
Matt Feinberg and Marner combined
on relay throws from right field to
third base to tag out the potential go-
ahead run.

The Blue Devils managed only
three hits, but took advantage of walks
and a few stolen bases. Bromberg and
Feinberg scored the first two runs and
the big blast came off Curtis Gilford’s
bat in the fifth. Down 3-2, Jack Cifelli

drew a leadoff walk and Gilford
smashed an RBI triple then scored on
a throwing error. SOM got a pair of
singles in the sixth. However, pitcher
Feinberg snagged a come-backer and
Matt Meusel made two great plays at
third base to seal the victory.

At Basking Ridge, Westfield tal-
lied seven runs in the top of the first.
Feinberg started with a line drive up
the middle and later scored. Matt
Cetlin (3 hits, 2 RBI), Toal (2 hits, 2
runs scored), Marner (double, RBI,
run scored) and Meusel (single, walk,
2 RBI) all had good nights at the
plate. Bromberg (single, run scored),
Cifelli (2 hits, run scored), Gilford
(double), Rory McGovern (single,
HBP, run scored) and Scheper (single,
run scored) also contributed with solid
hitting.

Westfield pitchers (Bromberg, Toal
and Meusel) allowed just eight hits
for the entire game. With some fortu-
itous bounces and timely hitting,
Basking Ridge chipped away and
went ahead, 13-11, in the fourth in-
ning. Meusel struck out the side in the
fifth inning to keep things close. Joe
SanGiacomo (2 hits, 2 runs scored)
blasted a double to right-center to
start the sixth and scored on an RBI
single by Ryan Palmer. The game
ended on a ground ball to first and
Palmer was stranded on the bases
paths.

“It was truly a pleasure to see the
progress these players made this sea-
son. I find it hard to believe I will ever
be part of a finer group of kids and
parents alike,” head coach John Toal
said. “Everyone in attendance got
treated to a fantastic game.”

WF White 11s Win District 12,
BrH2O, N. Edison Tourneys

The Westfield White 11U baseball
team completed a tremendous season
by placing first in the Cal Ripken Dis-
trict 12, Bridgewater and North Edison
11U-50/70 tournaments and they com-
piled an overall record of 28-6-1.

The district title was a repeat cham-
pionship and they compiled an 18-3
record in tournament play. Five of the
team’s losses were by a single run.
The tie and all but one of the losses
were avenged by defeating those same
opponents later in the season.

Westfield White also made a strong
run at the Cal Ripken Northern NJ
State title where they finished 4-1 in
pool play and received the top seed in
the playoff round. Westfield led
Bridgewater, 2-0, going into the final
inning of the championship game but
lost 3-2. Westfield bounced back in
its last game of the year with a come
from behind, walk-off, 7-6 victory in
the finals of the Bridgewater 50/70
tournament, over a very strong
Flemington team that was previously
undefeated in the tournament.

The team was comprised of Eric
Varakian, Christopher Rinaldi,
Vincent Difilippo, Nick Mele, Devin
Anderson, Christopher Boutsikaris,
Christopher Varano, Hopper Murray,
Scott Tupper, Michael Mobarakai,
Brett Robertshaw and Tommy Sum-
mers. Joe Rinaldi, Glenn Anderson,
Rich Varakian, Vin Difilippo and Mike
Varano coached Westfield White.

“The boys played very smart, ag-
gressive, team baseball throughout
the year and their focus and commit-
ment to the team and to one another
really paid off. I’m extremely proud
of the team, their collective and their
individual accomplishments, but most
importantly with how well they con-
ducted themselves throughout the
season,” coach Rinaldi said. “They
gave 110 percent each time out and
they always behaved as gentlemen.
They did a truly great job of repre-
senting the Town of Westfield.”

The team maintained a blog cover-
ing their entire season at
westfield11white.blogspot.com.

Erratum:
In the July 30 edition of The

Westfield Leader and The Times, an
article on page 13 titled, Westfield
White 10s Capture Basking Ridge
Tournament Title, it had indicated
that Westfield beat Ridge, 22-18.
Actually Ridge pulled out the vic-
tory, 22-18. We regret the error.

Courtesy of Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A GIANT AMONG US…New York Giants professional educators and coaches,
as well as New York Giants Keith Elias, Billy Taylor and Carl Nelson taught
children ages 6 to 14 how to run, throw, catch, defend, form block, form tackle and
explode out of stance with proper techniques and improved speed at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison from July 27 to July 31. The New York
Giants players also offered autographs after motivational speeches and question
and answer sessions in the school’s Plumeri Gymnasium. Pictured above, Billy
Taylor (New York Giant from 1978 to 1981) gives the youngsters a pep talk on the
school’s front field after running drills.

bottom of the first when Powers
whacked his two-run triple and
Lackinya lashed his RBI single. The
Painters plated two in the second when
Gabriel doubled and scored on an
error and Santolo scored on
Peterpaul’s single to center.

Concerned with the close score,
Powers suggested, “Hey boys! What
do you say we hit a little bit? A little
bit of bats guys!”

Hocus Pocus then extended its lead
to 6-2 in the fourth. Verducci slapped
an RBI single and Tarnofsky followed
with his two-run double. Neighbor-
hood Painting tapped four straight
singles without an out in the fifth.
“One run at a time guys! One at a

time,” said Franzack, who had just
scored. Petrone’s sac fly brought home
the second run of the inning to close
the gap to 6-4.

Peterpaul’s RBI triple and an error
allowed the Painters to tie the score in
the sixth but Hodges cracked his solo
blast to give Hocus Pocus a one-run
lead. Ciencin doubled and scored on
Giles’ single in the eighth but Paint-
ers Corvelli and Petrone each added
an RBI in the ninth to knot the score.
In the 10th, Kornick tapped a leadoff
single and Ciencin doubled. Hodges
was intentionally walked and Giles
hit the game-winning sac fly to left.
Neighborhood 020 022 002 0 8
Hocus Pocus 300 301 010 1 9

(captain/center back), Leo (center
midfield) and Joe (captain/goal-
keeper) have played for the Fury for
four years; Thomas (stopper) joined
the team this year.

The Fury also completed an unde-
feated (14-0) Super Y League season
this spring, scoring 75 goals, while
giving up only five. This qualified the
Fury for the Super Y League North
American Championships played in
November in Tampa, Fla. The Fury is
led by Coach Omid Namzi, Assistant
Coach Manny Pinho and Manager
Zaida Santos.

The Ironbound SC Fury (Newark)
won the U-13B Super Group U.S.
Club National Championship, held
July 25 through 28 at the Hampton
Roads Soccer Complex in Virginia
Beach, Va. The National Champion-
ship was the culmination of three
months of competition on the state
and regional level. In the finals, the
Fury went undefeated with 18 goals
for and only five against, playing
teams from Fla., Pa., Calif., Ill.

Sam, Leo and Joe Ohaus and Tho-
mas Randazzo, all of Westfield, are
members of the Ironbound Fury. Sam

Ironbound Fury Wins National Soccer Title
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THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

COLONIAL

THE NEW “OLD” HOUSE YOU`RE LOOKING FOR!

COLONIAL

CUSTOM HOME

CUSTOM COLONIAL BUILT
BY D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

$2,795,000

$499,900

$985,000

$999,900

$799,900

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

Very charming, move-in condition 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Colonial. Open front porch,
Formal Living Room and Dining Room, Classic period details, hardwood floors, natural
wood, Eat-In-Kitchen with separate dining area opens to Family Room with fireplace, 1 car
garage, basement, 300 foot deep backyard. MLS # 2692432

This classic 5 Bedroom Center Hall Colonial, built in 1920 and set just off historic
Boulevard, retains all the period architectural detailing of high ceilings, arched entry,
characteristic moldings, oversized wood burning fireplace and large rooms. Incredibly light
& bright throughout, the extensive updates include great room addition with cathedral
ceiling, skylight, additional fireplace, updated kitchen & 3 renovated baths (including the
master bath), and finished basement. The groomed .3 acre backyard hosts frequent picnics
& croquet matches. Located within .5 miles of the train station, all the conveniences of
downtown Westfield are just moments away. Recently painted, inside and out, this home
is in absolute move-in condition. MLS # 2678961

Artful living at this serene, sought-after address located on a privacy-rich oval...a jewel in the
crown of Westfield. Spacious 5 Bedroom house has a pleasing flow created by archways, sky
lit Family Room, and Kitchen renovated by a top local architect. Light abounds, and paver
patio winds around the house under a blooming archway. Master Bedroom overlooks the
oversized backyard. Giant finished basement with recreation room and office, plus full bath
and 2 Bedrooms on first floor, provide infinite possibilities for home office and family living.
Lovely neighborhood for families, and just a short distance from the elementary school.
MLS # 2685688

Built in 2005 and set high on a knoll, reminiscent of a grand “Hamptons” beach house this
beautifully crafted custom home offers every amenity. Treetop view windows allow light
to stream through every room. Incredibly spacious with 5,000sf of living space, the
comfortably proportioned rooms flow effortlessly. The center two story foyer joins the LR
& FDR. The 5 sided conservatory style study expands the 1st floor`s formal living area. A
gourmet kitchen, arched windows in the adjoining GR flood the entire space with light &
the firplace`s raised hearth balances the feeling of warmth and sky. The gallery style 2nd
floor foyer offers privacy for the 900sf master suite area comprising BR and sitting rm with
dual sided fplc, two walk-in closets and spa quality master bath. The 2nd flr offers 4
additional BRs and 2 baths including a princess/au pair suite & Jack & Jill BR suite. Custom
molding, sating fin hdwd flrs throughout, .5 acre of level yard, 1,500sf bsmt & ready to
finish open attic. MLS # 2663187

New 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Energy Star constructed Custom Colonial featuring inviting
mahogany front porch and beautiful architectural details throughout. Gourmet Eat-In-
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, Master Bath
with jetted tub and stall shower, 2nd floor laundry room, Central Air (2 units), and 2 car
built-in garage are just some of the amenities of this home. MLS # 2660467

$749,900

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

The Ironbound SC Fury Boys Soccer Team

The Westfield White 11s Baseball Team


