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STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

and recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of 
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer”

for Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ  07090
908 301 9001  .  www.stahlesq.com

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

44¢

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE ROUNDS…Republican Candidate for Governor, Chris Christie,
made his campaign rounds to Westfield last Thursday. He answered a number of
area residents’ questions at a speaking engagement held at the Westfield High
School Library. Pictured, left to right, are: Summit councilwoman Kelly Hatfield,
Nancy Hartzell, Pat Seery, Eileen Fox, Westfield council person JoAnn Neelan,
Chris Christie, Kim Guadagno, Mr. Christie’s running mate as lieutenant
governor, and Deirdre Malacrea.

Commentary on NJ’s
Wine Tax Increase

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Bob and Lisa
DeFelice of Scotch Plains held an
elegant dinner party with extensive
wine tasting for 10 friends and neigh-
bors at their home on Sunday after-
noon, August 2. The guest list in-
cluded: Amanda Beeltiz, Lynne and
Mike Kutchler, Ann Marie Petriano,
Rossalina and Brian Walter, Jack
Smith and Horace Corbin.

The afternoon started with select
hors d’oeuvres, including figs with
prosciutto and mozzarella cheese on
basil toast drizzled with honey, lemon
and olive oil, and bruschetta with
homemade olive tapenade, roasted
peppers and mozzarella.

With the flag of the City of New
Orleans (Lisa’s hometown) hanging
nearby , Warren Bobrow of Cool Vines
in Westfield treated the group to a
generous selection of wines along
with his in-depth narratives.

As the evening progressed, the
group sojourned from the patio to the
dining room, where they were treated
to a scrumptious dinner, including
filet mignon dressed with horserad-
ish cream, potatoes with crispy pro-
sciutto and truffle oil, in addition to
grilled vegetables with Parmesan
cheese.

A rich chocolate cake topped with
blackberries was served to cap the
feast along with celebrating
Rossalina’s birthday. Mrs. Walter and
her husband, Brian, are just a few
days away from expecting the birth of
their first child, Damian Patrick.

Although not officially dubbed as a
party denoting New Jersey’s tax in-

crease on wines and spirits, spirits of
the group were nevertheless high at
the conclusion of the festive affair.

Epilogue: By WARREN BOBROW
There are three classic ingredients

for an afternoon of wine tasting:
1. The superb home of Lisa and

Bob DeFelice, set in a verdant and
idyllic surrounding in Scotch Plains.

2. A well-chosen list of wines.
3. Delicious “scratch” that has been

“prepared with love...” Appetizers and
entrees complemented the well-
matched wines utilizing the Cool
Vines ethos of “clean and clear fla-
vors make for better tastes.”

Folks dined on vegetables that were
sliced thinly for the grill, mozzarella
sliced and melted on toasted Italian
country bread, chopped tomato on
mini-toasts with olive oil, potatoes in
a mock German potato salad with
black truffle oil and celery confit,
cannellini beans with herbs tossed
ever so gently with olive oil and
chicken sausages looking very hand-
some and handmade, as well as being
crisp on the outside. “Here, have some
more!” was an often-repeated edict
heard throughout the afternoon.

Filet mignon was being charred on
the grill, smelling almost mineral from
the flaming surface. Parma cheese
was to be melted over freshly cut
vegetables such as zucchini, eggplant
and sweet onions. A lovely Italian-
style alfresco meal amongst friends
with great wines was the scene this
afternoon in Scotch Plains.

Many of the wine choices were
organic; others were biodynamic/sus-
tainable. All the wines were hand-
chosen by the team at Cool Vines in
Westfield.

Educator and sommelier Warren
Bobrow acted as trail guide through a
wine series that spanned old world/
traditional-style through new world/
modern-styled selections. All efforts
were complemented by the radiant
and enlightened home cooking of the
hostess, Mrs. DeFelice.

All in all, it was a wonderful day
under a blue sky amongst friends.

Editor’s Note: This meeting of
friends took place to “celebrate” New
Jersey’s newest tax increase; the state,
as of August 1, has raised the tax per
gallon of wine and spirits by 25 per-
cent. Customers will now pay $5.50
in tax per gallon of liquor and about
$0.88 per gallon of wine. Beer, how-
ever, did not incur a higher tax.

Warren Bobrow is the executive
editor of the Wild River Review, lo-
cated in Stockton. He writes about
food, wine and culture issues for the
publication.

DeFelice FEAST...Compliments to the
chef are widely deserved during the
wine tasting and dinner party last Sun-
day in Scotch Plains by Bob and Lisa
DeFelice.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Mother Worries if Son’s
Behavior Is Appropriate

A Questioning Mother Writes: I
am wondering if my 19-year-old son’s
behavior is appropriate. Following
Michael Jackson’s death, my son and
several good friends had a Michael
Jackson party on a Friday night. They
dressed in flashy colored clothes, wore
black hats, white gloves and played
his music for hours. No real drinking
or drugs. He wasn’t a Michael Jack-
son fan, so I don’t understand the
party.

Answer: Michael Jackson was an
extremely talented entertainer. He was
a superb singer, dancer and composer
who cut across racial, cultural and
gender lines. He appealed to indi-
viduals of all ages. For the first time,
he was able to combine music, chore-
ography, themes of love and brother-
hood; he integrated MTV, which had
a history of only showing videos of
white performers. He introduced
dance steps (moon walk) never be-
fore known to anyone. He remained
an extraordinary talent.

Many who took him for granted, or
may not have grown up with him,
attempted to be part of his celebrity
by having parties (during the memo-
rial period). I would not be concerned
re your son’s celebration (and for
those who remain critical of his al-
leged “sick” or inappropriate behav-
ior and legal issues). Let us now con-
centrate on celebrating the life of this

unique performer.
A Doubtful Mother Writes: I have

not talked to my daughter for 10 years.
She had been disrespectful, was in-
volved with drugs, stayed in a bad
relationship for years and had a
strained relationship with her father
and me. After she became verbally
abusive with us, I wanted nothing to
do with her.

In recent months, my husband has
become ill with prostate cancer. Sud-
denly, my daughter wants to see him
and spend time with him. I should add
that my husband and I have a substan-
tial amount of assets. We have a will
leaving the bulk of our estate to our
other two children. I am positive that
“Debra” (disguised name) is here for
the money. Although my husband
(very much) wants to see her, we both
agree we will not change the will. I
want to keep Debra away from my
husband. She doesn’t deserve his
friendship now, and I will make sure
the will remains as is. Am I being too
punitive?

Answer: I understand why you are
cautious, but let’s separate the two
issues. You are concerned Debra will
manipulate her father re the will. Your
husband and you agree that the will
will remain intact. Good; then why
not have Debra and her father meet?
Your husband wants to see her, and he
is entitled to meet with his daughter.
I would not deprive him of that. You
don’t need to see her, but let the two
communicate. I don’t think that you
want to live with possible regrets of “I
wish I should have …” Don’t control
this union.

A Distraught Mother Writes: My
son and his wife have been married
for two years (they are 22 years old)
and have a year-old daughter. We
have a friendly relationship with my
daughter-in-law. She called and was
very agitated. She said that she and
our son had had an argument over
how to raise their daughter, and he
stormed out of the house and was
filled with anger. In general, I’ve been
under the impression that they had a
good marriage. It became obvious
she wanted us to help them. We do
want to assist in any way we can.
Should we?

Answer: You have several choices.
Do nothing, or advise them to get
some professional help, or visit and
be supportive of the family unit. In
this situation, since you seem to have
a decent relationship, I would ask to
talk to them. This indicates your love
and concern, and offers positive role
models (availability and empathy). I
would suggest you talk to them about
getting some marital counseling. They
are young and need guidance on ap-
propriate parenting tools with which
both could benefit. Your son needs to
develop healthier behavior (rather
than retreating) and encouragement
to talk out differences and strengthen
communication skills. And offer to
babysit. That should clinch it for them!

Appreciate Lobiondo
Explaining His Position

It is a measure of the person how they
react when taking an unpopular position.
Even though I do not agree with Frank
Lobiondo’s position on the financial boon-
doggle called cap-and-trade (HR2454), I
appreciate his willingness to reach out.
Even going so far as taking time to place
a personal phone call explaining his posi-
tion in the greater context of his long
service to South Jersey. While we agree
to disagree, I respect his analysis of the
issue and appreciate the time he expends
to provide service for his constituents.

Rob Kealey
Mays Landing

Letters to
the Editor

Long-Term Animal Shelter
For Families Facing Crisis

JACKSON – A new nonprofit organi-
zation is offering a first-of-its-kind long-
term boarding option for families across
the state facing foreclosure, eviction or
other hardships that temporarily disrupt
their ability to keep or care for pets. Seer
Farms, located on three rural acres of-
fers a sanctuary to pets displaced due to
crisis such as foreclosure, eviction, mili-
tary deployment, domestic violence,
catastrophic illness, flood or fire.

The organization, which received its
501 (c)(3) designation in June, has taken
in 82 animals from 28 families since it
began accepting pets in January. Al-
ready, three families have been reunited
with their pets.

 “Most of our pets at Seer Farms are
here because their owners have lost
homes to foreclosure or eviction,” said
Rabbi Robin Nafshi, president of the
organization. “Traditional shelters are

becoming overwhelmed and in despera-
tion, some people are resulting to aban-
donment of their pets.”

Seer Farms offers a sliding fee scale
to accommodate pets for a contract term
up to six months. Families can reclaim
their animals as early as they wish;
otherwise they have the option of ex-
tending the contract period. If it is ap-
parent that reclaiming a pet will be im-
possible, surrender for adoption is an
option.

Seer Farms gratefully accepts sup-
port in the form of monetary donations
and in-kind pet care items. Member-
ships are available for individuals and
businesses eager to support this innova-
tive and loving option for people and
their pets. For more information, call
Seer Farms at (732) 928-1804, e-mail
info@seerfarms.org, or visit
seerfarms.org.

To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

Medicine Help Set
Aug. 11 for Plainfield
PLAINFIELD – The “Help is Here

Express” bus tour will be in Plainfield at
the Neighborhood Health Center, 1700
Myrtle Avenue, on Tuesday, August 11,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to help uninsured
and financially-struggling residents ac-
cess information on programs that pro-
vide prescription medicines for free or
nearly free. The bus tour is part of the
Partnership for Prescription Assistance
(PPA) – a nationwide effort sponsored by
America’s pharmaceutical research com-
panies. To date nationally, the PPA has
helped more than 5 million patients since
its launch in April 2005.

 For more information, see pparx.org
or call toll-free (888) 4PPA-NOW where
operators field calls in 150 languages.


