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American Water Co. Seeks
Automatic Hike on Rates

NEWARK – New Jersey American
Water Company has asked the state
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to
allow it to automatically increase rates
every quarter to fund capital infra-
structure improvements, a new
ratemaking mechanism known as a
Distribution System Improvement
Charge (DSIC).

The company’s service area in-
cludes most of New Jersey including
Union County.

New Jersey Public Advocate
Ronald Chen has criticized automatic
rate hikes, while Republican Assem-
blywoman Dawn Marie Addiego (LD-
8th, Medford) and Assemblyman
Scott Rudder (both LD-8th, Medford)
have introduced legislation that would
prohibit the practice.

“To implement a DSIC without first
having fully assessed New Jersey
American Water Company’s opera-
tional, capital planning and construc-
tion programs by way of an audit
would be unfair to ratepayers,” Mr.
Chen said.

The utility said it wants automatic
increases in order to recover costs
associated with major infrastructure

challenges within the wastewater in-
dustry. The DSIC mechanism would
allow self-implementing quarterly
rate increases applied as a percentage
of each customer’s bill up to 7.5 per-
cent of the company’s gross revenues
from the prior year DSIC. The com-
pany was granted a 15.2 percent rate
increase in 2008 and a 12.36 percent
hike in 2007.

“It’s important to do a comprehen-
sive audit to provide a full picture of
the company’s finances and opera-
tions before determining whether to
allow the company such a dramatic
alternative ratemaking mechanism,”
Rate Counsel Director Stefanie Brand
said. “With water rates rising at the
pace they have been, we need to make
sure that no additional increases are
granted unless they are absolutely
necessary.”

The BPU said it would take up
New Jersey American’s request at its
August 19 meeting. The rate counsel
said she would continue to advocate
that the DSIC be rejected and that
the management audit be completed
before additional increases are al-
lowed.

Police Veteran to Develop
Strategic Public Safety Plan
BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Retired

Berkeley Heights veteran Police Cap-
tain Andrew Moran has been appointed
as a public safety specialist to develop
a strategic plan for Union County’s
Public Safety Department, an analysis
that will include a countywide shared-
services forum on public safety, the
outline for a county courts system, as
well as investigating the feasibility of
both a consolidated 9-1-1 dispatch
system, and a shared police, fire and
emergency services radio system.

Mr. Moran, who has more than 25
years of experience on the Berkeley
Heights Police Department and served

as its municipal coordinator of the
Office of Emergency Management,
announced his retirement from the
force effective August 1. In addition,
he was employed for 20 years at
Rahway Hospital as a mobile inten-
sive care paramedic. Mr. Moran will
begin his new position on August 10.
The position qualifies to be reim-
bursed through the New Jersey Shared
Services grant.

“I am excited and honored by the
opportunity to serve Union County and
to participate in the development of an
important plan that will help shape the
direction of our county’s Public Safety
Department,” Mr. Moran said.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said Mr. Moran’s qualifi-
cations were “outstanding,” and that
the board was looking forward to
finding ways to increase county rev-
enue and also providing cost-sharing
options to towns.

County Manager George Devanney
said Mr. Moran would be the “point
man” in developing the plan, which
will be aimed at “ensuring high qual-
ity service and maximum efficiency,”
while addressing areas such as the
proposed county courts system which
would could raise revenues.

The report would address: the fea-
sibility of creating a county courts
system to adjudicate fines and sum-
monses issued by county police that
would help raise revenues; the pos-
sible creation of a countywide shared
radio services system and/or expan-
sion of police and fire emergency
radio frequencies; a consolidated 9-
1-1 dispatch center, possibly cover-
ing the entire county or specific re-
gions; the creation of a countywide
EMS system — and ideas on improv-
ing response time, and police depart-
ment accreditation. According to a
county spokesman, the county may
consider pursuing various accredita-
tions, which would require an exami-
nation of policies and procedures.

Mr. Moran would also assist in
planning a countywide shared-ser-
vices seminar on public safety, as
well as reviewing and updating the
county’s emergency disaster plan.

The county masnager said Mr. Moran
would be responsible for completing
the report outlining proposals and rec-
ommendations, and assisting in the de-
velopment of the shared services forum
over the next several months.

Mr. Moran served since 2004 as the
operations captain for the Berkeley
Heights Police Department. A gradu-
ate of Rutgers University, he also
graduated from the F.B.I. National
Academy in Quantico, Va.

Asm. Bramnick Wishes
To Expand Auditor Role

WESTFIELD — Assembly Repub-
lican Whip Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) said that Governor Jon
Corzine would not have to threaten a
state takeover of Ridgefield borough
if legislation he sponsored in January,
2008, which expands the duties of the
state auditor to conduct unannounced
performance audits, were passed.

Mr. Bramnick made his remarks as
the governor indicated over the week-
end he would order the state comp-
troller to review Ridgefield’s finan-
cial and administrative records.

“The legislation introduced at the
beginning of the current session that
would give the state auditor an oppor-
tunity to thoroughly examine the op-
eration of any entity that receives
state funding has, like so many re-
form measures sponsored by Repub-
licans, been stymied in the Legisla-
ture,” Mr. Bramnick said. “This bill
would provide for a thorough unan-
nounced examination of a town’s
operation. This process goes beyond
a financial audit, as a performance
inspection would assess the efficiency,
effectiveness and economy of the unit
under review.

“The legislation delivers to tax-
payers an accounting of how any state-
supported program, including mu-
nicipalities, is functioning,” he said.
“It would not just apply to events that
occur after the fact, but ensure that
public officials maintain a keen aware-
ness of how funds are spent which are
subject to review at any time.”

“Without this law, the governor now
has to threaten a takeover and ask his
general counsel to find a mechanism
for auditing Ridgefield’s operation,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “It is time for the
governor and the Democrat leaders in
the Legislature to stop delaying, and
consider the ethics and reform mea-
sures demanded by the public.”

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EDUCATION CLASH...State Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (LD-20, Union), who
serves as Democratic State Committee chairman, holds a press conference in
front of Westfield High School last week prior to Republican Gubernatorial
candidate Chris Christie’s discussion on his education plan. Please see page 1
article and press release below.

Cryan: Christie’s Education Plan is
‘Long On Rhetoric, Short on Detail’

WESTFIELD – Assemblyman
and Democratic State Committee
Chairman Joseph Cryan (LD-20,
Union) teamed up with university
and college students from across
New Jersey to criticize Republican
gubernatorial candidate Chris
Christie “for his refusal of $74 mil-
lion in higher-education funding
from President Barack Obama’s
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA).

Mr. Cryan said Mr. Christie’s re-
fusal of critical higher-education
money was a “purely political calcu-
lation.”

“All week, Christie has boasted to
hand-picked audiences about his
‘plan’ for higher education; as usual,
he is heavy on rhetoric but light on
substance,” said Mr. Cryan, chair-
man of the Assembly Education Com-
mittee. “Christie can talk all he wants
about increasing the availability of
grants, but he would not even be able
to fund existing programs. His rejec-
tion of the President’s funding for
higher education is simply uncon-
scionable. Christie continues to put
his party in front of the people of New
Jersey. If he would deny students
much needed higher-education assis-
tance, then how can he possibly mar-
ket himself as someone dedicated to
New Jersey and its future?”

He was joined by Allen Gannett,
president of New Jersey Student
Democrats.

“New Jersey students should know
that Christie would refuse millions of
dollars in federal higher-education
aid that would help to support the
educations of countless young people
and continuing students,” Allen said.

Mr. Cryan called Christie’s plan
for higher education “long on rheto-
ric and short on detail.”

He said Mr. Christie’s plan does
nothing to improve college
affordability and offers nothing new
in the way of real, concrete solutions.

Mr. Cryan said Mr. Christie’s lack
of commitment to higher education
pushes New Jersey students back-
wards and threatens to erode Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s accomplishments
in making college more affordable,
strengthening connections between
higher education and grade school
and preparing students to compete in
the modern workplace.

“Christie’s policies would be dev-
astating for New Jersey’s young
people, continuing students and in-
stitutions of higher education,” Mr.
Christie said.

NJEA Endorses Local
State Legislators

TRENTON — The 125-member
political action committee of the
200,000-member New Jersey Educa-
tion Association (NJEA) has voted to
endorse 71 candidates for election to
the New Jersey State Assembly this
November. The Senate is not on the
ballot this year.

Among them are: Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) and
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (LD-
21, Summit), both Republicans, and
Democratic Assembly members
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) and
Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield), as
well as Democrats Joseph Cryan and
Annette Quijano (LD-20, Union).

“This is a critical election for pub-
lic education in New Jersey,” NJEA
President Joyce Powell said. “NJEA
is pleased to support candidates from
both sides of the aisle who share a
common commitment to quality pub-
lic education.”

Turnpike Authority Seeks
To Dismiss Tri-State Suit

TRENTON — In a recent court
filing, the New Jersey Turnpike Au-
thority asked the state’s Appellate
Division for sanctions against the Tri-
State Transportation Campaign,
which is suing the authority and the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) after the
DEP gave the Turnpike permits to
widen 50 miles of the Garden State
Parkway.

The campaign claims that the DEP
should not have approved the project
because the NJTA had not made a
case or followed public notice re-
quirements for the massive highway
expansion. The Tri-State Campaign
is challenging three of six permits
gtanted: a Freshwater Wetlands per-
mit, a Waterfront Development per-
mit and a Coastal Wetlands permit.

The Turnpike Authority alleges that
Tri-State Transportation Campaign’s
suit is “frivolous” and thus subject to
sanctions under state law, potentially
amounting to thousands of dollars in
legal fees. The Tri-State Campaign
has countered that such claims are
baseless and calculated only to delay
a hearing on the merits. The case,
which was originally filed in Febru-
ary, is still in the pre-trial stages.

The state Attorney General’s Of-
fice has filed a motion to dismiss the
Tri-State Transportation Campaign’s
lawsuit against the DEP. That motion
is still pending, according to a report
in The Record.

“This attempt by Governor Corzine
to silence his critics,” said Kyle
Wiswall, General Counsel at Tri-State
Transportation Campaign, “is a chill-
ing example of intimidation by state
government and something that
should be of concern for everyone in
New Jersey, whether or not they sup-
port the project.”

“The state’s claims simply don’t
hold water,” Mr. Wiswall said. “Their
allegations are serving only to delay
and dissuade public access to the court
system.”

“The fact remains that Governor

Corzine plans to spend nearly $1 bil-
lion on a highway-widening project
that is going to fill up with traffic
shortly after it’s finished, and that is
going to increase sprawl development
and congestion throughout the corri-
dor,” said Kate Slevin, executive di-
rector of the campaign.

According to the Tri-State Cam-
paign, the NJTA has stated that one-
third of the project area will be over
capacity by 2025 and that the wid-
ened road will accommodate 52,200
cars per day.

More information about the Park-
way widening project and Tri-State’s
suit can be found at blog.tstc.org.

County Matches $1 Mil.
To Kids Recreation Trust

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders today
announced the sixth round of “The
Kids Recreation Trust Fund,” a grant
program that helps improve recre-
ation opportunities for children. The
County will distribute $1 million in
matching funds to this year. Applica-
tions have been mailed out to Union
County’s municipalities this week.

The Kids Recreation Trust Fund
provides for scholarships, equipment,
and improvements to playgrounds,
athletic fields and other facilities.

The Kids Recreation Trust Fund is
funded in part through the Union
County Open Space, Recreation, and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund, pri-
vate partners, foundations and other
government funds. It provides for three
different types of programming: need-
based recreation scholarships, athletic
equipment and facility improvements.

The deadline for submission of
all applications is September 11.
Applications can be requested by
calling (908) 558-2277 or by visit-
ing the Office of Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation
on the sixth floor of the Union
County Administration Building in
Elizabeth.


