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POLICE BLOTTER

 

Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 29, William J.

Wright, Jr., 53, of Plainfield was
arrested for an outstanding Union
County Sheriff’s Department war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop in the
200 block of South Avenue. He was
processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department
for failure to make bail.

Wednesday, July 29, sometime be-
tween 9 a.m. and 9:30 p.m. someone
broke the side window of a vehicle
parked in the 100 block of Midway
Avenue and removed a GPS system
and a Dell laptop.

Thursday, July 30, Carlos Triyillo,
38, of Basking Ridge, 38, was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant
out of West Orange after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. He
was processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, July 30, Jamiallah L.
Young, 34, of Piscataway was ar-
rested for outstanding warrants out
of North Plainfield, Scotch Plains,
Springfield and Newark after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on La Grande Av-
enue. She was processed and turned
over to the North Plainfield Police
Department for failure to make bail.

Friday, July 31, Craig A. Eddy, 26,
of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Scotch Plains
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, July 31, sometime between
2 and 2:30 a.m. someone entered a
business on Martine Avenue by
smashing the glass front door of the
business and fled with approximately
$5,000 worth of cigarettes and ci-
gars. The incident is under investi-
gation.

Saturday, August 1, David T. Huff,
52, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue. He was
processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Saturday, August 1, Alkreem Tho-
mas, 19, of Newark was arrested for
numerous warrants out of Irvington,
Scotch Plains and Newark after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, July 27, a resident of

Martine Avenue reported that some-
one damaged her mailbox valued at
$75.

Tuesday, July 28, a resident of
Park Avenue reported that someone
withdrew $900 from her bank ac-
count without her authorization.

Wednesday, July 29, a resident of
Sterling Place reported that some-
one punctured the two rear tires of
his vehicle.

Thursday, July 30, a resident of
Short Hills Lane reported that some-
one entered his vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and removed
an undisclosed amount of cash and a
pair of sunglasses.

Friday, July 31, Cari Rappaport,
31, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with DWI after being
involved in a motor vehicle acci-
dent. She was transported to head-
quarters where she was processed
and released.

Friday, July 31, Jeff Paul, 49, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with illegal possession of
prescription drugs after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to
headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Friday, July 31, Steven Hart, 39,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with burglary after an in-
vestigation. According to police,
Hart was found to be in possession
of stolen property at which time he
was transported to headquarters,
where he was processed and turned
over to the Union County jail after
failing to post bail which was set at
$50,000.

Friday, July 31, Neil Armstrong,
40, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged for criminal trespassing af-
ter police responded to a call of an
individual in a vacant house on Front
Street at which time they encoun-
tered Armstrong who stated his friend
used to live in the house and he
wanted to visit him. He was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Saturday, August 1, a resident of
Ravenswood Lane reported that
someone broke the window of her
vehicle while it was parked in her
driveway and removed several un-
disclosed items.

Westfield
Monday, July 27, the owner/op-

erator of a business located on the

200 block of West North Avenue
reported the theft of approximately
$650 in cash. The missing money
represents sales totals from July 25.

Monday, July 27, Kiara Y. Shabazz,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 400 block
of West North Avenue on a Hillside
traffic warrant for $81. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Monday, July 27, a resident of the
1200 block of Boulevard reported
the theft of a navigational system
from his unlocked motor vehicle,
which was parked in the driveway of
his home. The missing property is
valued at $200.

Wednesday, July 29, two women
were arrested and charged with shop-
lifting items from a store in the 600
block of North Avenue. Danielle
Lodato, 44, of Kenilworth and Dana
Bamber, 43, of Roselle Park alleg-
edly shoplifted merchandise in the
amounts of $671.95 and $381.49,
respectively. After being transported
to Westfield police headquarters and
processed, each of the women was
released on her own recognizance
with a summons.

Thursday, July 30, Raymond Gigl,
3rd, 18, of Bridgewater was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop at
West North Avenue and Clark Street.
Gigl was released on his own recog-
nizance with summonses.

Thursday, July 30, Patricia
Henderson, 39, of Irvington was ar-
rested on an outstanding Newark traf-
fic warrant for $300 after a motor
vehicle stop on the 100 block of Elm
Street. She was processed by the
Westfield Police Department and re-
leased on her own recognizance by
the Newark Police Department with
a court date pending.

Thursday, July 30, Michael
DeFazio, 24, of Westfield was ar-
rested in the area of Dorian Road
and Westfield Avenue and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed, issued sum-
monses and released.

Thursday, July 30, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion, Silvia Saa, 27, of Piscataway
was arrested on the 600 block of
West South Avenue on an outstand-
ing Piscataway traffic warrant for
$135. Saa posted bail and was re-
leased.

Saturday, August 1, during a po-
lice investigation of a report of a
suspicious person, Lamia Sharnell
Varner, 22, of Hazel Crest, Ill. was
arrested on an outstanding Point
Pleasant Beach warrant for $250 at
Birch Place and Highland Avenue.
Varner was processed and released
on her own recognizance.

Sunday, August 2, Stanley Dort,
37, of Roselle was arrested on two
outstanding criminal warrants from
Roselle for $150 each after a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue near
Central Avenue. Dort was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 2, a telecommu-
nications company employee re-
ported the theft of approximately
$100 worth of equipment from his
truck, which was located at East
Broad Street and Central Avenue.

Sunday, August 2, a resident of
Mohawk Trail reported the theft of
$100 from her unlocked motor ve-
hicle, which was parked in the drive-
way. The incident occurred between
the evening of July 31 and the morn-
ing hours of August 1.

Sunday, August 2, a 17-year-old
male from Westfield was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop
at Barchester Way and Oaktree Pass.
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, August 2, a resident of the
200 block of Baker Avenue reported
the theft of a Razor brand silver
scooter and a silver GT Pro series
bicycle. Both items were taken off
the front porch. The theft occurred
between the morning hours of Au-
gust 1 and the evening hours of Au-
gust 2.

Monday, August 3, Qasim Allen,
18, of Roselle was arrested on an
outstanding Piscataway traffic war-
rant for $190 after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue near Central
Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on bail.

PALS...Jim Loughran, Horace Corbin and John Lepore of Westfield take a
pecuniary diversion last Thursday from their yearlong quest of visiting the 20
oldest pubs in lower Manhattan by being on the floor during the closing bell of the
New York Stock Exchange followed by a libation at the executive club as guests
of Thomas Sloan. The gentlemen are more than half way through their goal.
Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Loughran, Mr. Corbin and Mr. Lepore.

in how funding is distributed to school
districts. He said that decision is
“driven in part by the Abbott deci-
sion” concerning funding for the
state’s poorest school districts.

Mr. Christie said the governor cur-
rently “sends piles of money to urban
districts,” but that money is having
little impact on children who are not
learning in the poorer districts.

He favors charter schools in failing
urban districts, saying these students
need to have options. The candidate
said Mr. Corzine only approved one
out of 22 charter school applications
last year. “It is a de facto freeze on
charter schools in New Jersey,” he
said, charging that Mr. Corzine’s de-
cision was likely influenced by his
endorsement from the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA).

Mr. Christie said per-pupil spend-
ing equates to $24,000 in urban public
districts versus $15,000 for charter
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Chris Christie Discusses
State Education Issues

tainly relied on the services of
Muhlenberg for a very, very long
period of time,” Mr. Van Blake said.

He said the county’s emergency
management services coordinator is
“looking into possible solutions of
ways we may be able to help on a
county-wide level.”

In other business, the freeholder
board introduced an ordinance last
week to purchase land, located at
West Jersey and Murray Streets in
Elizabeth, for $2.4 million for a new
and expanded child advocacy center
for the county prosecutor’s office.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said the new center would
replace an aging facility on Westfield
Avenue in Elizabeth. Plans call for a
10,000-square-foot facility to replace
the existing 2,400 square-foot facil-
ity, which has served 4,000 sexually
and physically abused children since
it opened in 1994. He said the new
center would also offer sufficient park-
ing, which that the current center has
not had.

“We anticipate that we will be ser-
vicing many more children and their
parents,” Mr. Romankow said. He
said his office has received a $500,000
grant from the state to be used to
renovate the new building.

Mr. Mirabella said the new center
would be one “we can be proud of.”

The board also announced that work
has begun on some $200,000 in im-
provements to the county’s dog park
at Echo Lake Park on the Westfield/
Mountainside border.

Several residents thanked the board
for working with them to develop a
less-expensive plan than the original
$600,000 proposal. The new plan,
according to a county spokesman,
includes new fencing, a covered area,
benches, a dumpster enclosure and
concrete flooring in sections on the
park. In addition, handicapped park-
ing and accessibility will be improved.
The improvements do not include a
water tap or lighting.

The board also adopted on second
reading a $43.4-million bond ordi-
nance for the county’s annual capital
budget. Mr.  Devanney said projects
funded include renovations to the
county jail, fire-code required im-
provements at the county courthouse
and improvements to the service yard
at the Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Union, which he said is in “extreme
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Freeholders Discuss EMS
And Land Purchases

disrepair and [is] nearly a fire haz-
ard.” Also included is $4 million for
the county’s annual road resurfacing
program.

The county manager said the $43
million ordinance is $11 million less
than what was requested by depart-
ment heads.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Nicole Cole of Fanwood, a
Republican candidate for freeholder,
questioned why the county was spend-
ing $1.5 million to restore the
Masker’s Barn in the Deserted Vil-
lage of Feltville, an historic facility
that receives 30,000 visitors annu-
ally, instead of using the money to
keep the Oak Ridge Golf Course open,
which she said “probably has hun-
dreds of thousands of golfers”?

Anthony Sytko of Garwood, one of
Ms. Cole’s running mates, called the
expenditure “frivolous.” He said the
extensive improvements to the barn
actually make it a  new structure
rather than a restoration project that
the county has claimed it to be.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
responded later in the meeting that
the county would have lost a $426,000
New Jersey Historic Trust grant from
1995 if it did not move on the barn
restoration this year. The county is
funding $344,000 for the project
through its Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Trust Fund.

“The people who put properties on
the state and federal historic registers
agreed that there is value in preserv-
ing the Deserted Village,” Ms.
Kowalski said. She said the 1800s
mill town is a “great historic area.”

“We’re doing what we can. We are
not overspending,” she said.

On another matter, Cranford resi-
dent Jim Buettner questioned the $1
purchase of the Oakwood Park prop-
erty in New Providence by the county,
stating that it was really a $3.5-mil-
lion acquisition since this was the
amount of money the county will
spend to rehabilitate the property.

Mr. Devanney said the county looks
for land that connects to the county’s
parks system. He said New Provi-
dence has land along the Passaic River,
which connects to county land in
Berkeley Heights and Summit. The
county manager said riverfront prop-
erty was included along with
Oakwood Park in the acquisition.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT OUT...The band “Goodman Brown” was the headliner at Tuesday’s
National Night Out activities in downtown Scotch Plains at the Village Green on
Park Avenue.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT OUT DUNKIN...D.A.R.E. police officers are good sports as they provide
opportunity for the public to dunk a cop Tuesday night in Scotch Plains.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIBRARY DAMAGE...The wall is broken and books are tumbled after an
automobile crashed into the Scotch Plains Library last Thursday evening.

schools in cities. The candidate also
supports vouchers in urban districts.
Citing statistics, he said only one out of
10 public school first-graders in Camden
goes on to graduate high school.

“It’s disgraceful,” he said. “And we’re
paying $23,000 per pupil in Camden.”

“If I am elected and Kim is elected,
in January, you are going to see a
growth of charter schools in urban
districts in this state that you have
never seen before…then, you are go-
ing to see competition begin to oc-
cur,” Mr. Christie said.

“What I am trying to do in our plan
is to broaden choice…until we can
fix the failed (urban) public schools.
Because it’s going to take years to fix
that,” he said.

Prior to Mr. Christie’s arrival, state
Democratic Chairman, Assemblyman
Joseph Cryan (LD-20, Union), held a
press conference to both promote Mr.
Corzine’s education initiatives while
also criticizing Mr. Christie’s plans.

He said the governor’s main educa-
tion priority has been the expansion
of the state’s preschool program. Mr.
Cryan said it is important that kids
learn how to read early. “If you can
read at grade level in third grade you
are 90 percent more likely to gradu-
ate high school,” he said.

“By contrast, Chris
Christie…thinks pre-school is a baby-
sitting service,” Mr. Cryan said.

He also criticized Mr. Christie for
his comments that as governor he
would not accept federal stimulus
dollars for colleges. Mr. Cryan said
Governor Corzine accepted $2 bil-
lion in stimulus funds for the state.

“We are taking it, and we are utiliz-
ing it, which we think makes a lot of
sense in terms of investment for the
future…an investment in terms of
whether it is for an infrastructure, cur-
riculum” or other programs, Mr. Cryan
said.

On college tuition, he said Gover-
nor Corzine has dedicated nearly $800
million for Tuition Aid Grant (TAG)
assistance for New Jersey’s low and
middle-income students since 2006.

Mr. Cryan also said under Gover-
nor Corzine, the NJ STARS scholar-
ship program expanded from 930
participants in 2004 to nearly 6,400
this year, while Education Opportu-
nity Fund (EOF) Supplemental Grants
were increased by $600,000.

Local Election Polls To Be
Online at Goleader.com

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times will
be conducting election polls online at
goleader.com for the public starting
in mid-August and continuing through
Election Day, Tuesday, November 3.

The polls and voter information
will focus on races for Governor, As-
sembly Districts  21 and 22, Union
County Freeholders plus municipal
contests in Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield, Garwood and

Mountainside.
Polls regarding issues important to

the citizens will also be conducted.
Candidates are invited to meet with

the editors of the newspaper for inter-
views, which will be taped and vid-
eos will be placed on the Internet at
goleader.com. Candidate information
including photographs, biographies,
e-mail and websites will also be
posted.

Some candidates have not yet pro-
vided complete information. They are
urged to do so as soon as possible.

The Internet site also will include a
search feature for visitors to read past
articles of the candidates that were
published in the newspaper. Visitors to
the site will be able to provide com-
ments to be posted on the respective
web pages about the candidates and
their positions on issues.

From time to time, the newspaper
will publish the results for the read-
ers. Readers are invited to submit
their comments and suggestions to
editor@goleader.com.

Sen. Tom Kean ‘Shocked’
By Gov.  Statement on
Moody’s Credit Rating

STATE - Senate Republican Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) ex-
pressed absolute disbelief that Gov-
ernor Corzine issued a press release
claiming it was a good thing that
Moody’s placed New Jersey’s credit
rating on negative outlook.

According to the state Republi-
cans, the Corzine Administration is
quoted as saying, “The affirmation of
New Jersey’s credit rating by the agen-
cies is a sign of confidence in Gover-
nor Corzine’s overall handling of fis-
cal matters in these historically chal-
lenging economic times.”

Newcomers Post Date
For Meet and Greet

FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Newcomers’ Club invites
new residents and those who have
been through a recent lifestyle change
such as a marriage, new baby or
change of employment to attend the
club’s Fall Meet and Greet event.

It will be held on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 15, beginning at 8 p.m. at the
Forest Road Park Community Build-
ing in Fanwood. Current members
will highlight club activities such as
Playgroups, Community Outreach,
Ladies Night Out, Toddler Adven-
tures, Morning Coffee, Movie Night,
walking groups and book discussion.
Gifts donated by local businesses will
be raffled off at the event.

Attendees are asked to bring non-
perishable food items that will be
donated to the local food pantry. Any-
one interested in attending this event
is asked to send an e-mail to
SPF_Newcomers@yahoo.com or to
call Cheryl at (908) 889-7664.

A non-profit social organization,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcom-
ers’ Club offers daytime and evening
activities for women, their spouses
and children. For more information
about the club or the upcoming Fall
Meet and Greet, visit the club website:
scotchplains.com/newcomers/.


