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David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW JERSEY FIRST...Monmouth County Sheriff Kim Guadagno, Republican candidate for lieutenant governor, seeks
to be the first person to hold the new office in New Jersey if elected in November with her running mate for governor of New
Jersey, Chris Christie. The candidates talked about their education initiatives last Thursday, July 30, at Westfield High
School.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAR CRASH…A car crashed into the Forest Road side of the Scotch Plains
Library on Thursday evening, causing structural damage to the children’s
reading room. Police are investigating why the vehicle turned from Bartle Avenue
onto Forest Road before hitting the library, which was open at the time. The car’s
tires left no skid marks on either the road or the lawn surrounding the building,
police said. No one inside the library was injured. Township workers spent hours
shoring up the damaged wall.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELEBRATING THE TAX INCREASE...Lisa and Bob DeFelice of Scotch
Plains hold a wine tasting and dinner party at their home Sunday night to
celebrate the tax increase imposed by the State of New Jersey on wine and liquor.
Pictured, left to right, are: seated: Jack Smith, Ann Marie Petriano, Amanda
Beelitz and Rossalina Walter; standing, Mrs. and Mr. DeFelice, Brian Walter,
Mike and Lynne Kutchler along with Warren Bobrow. See story on page 5.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE FOUND IT…The New Jersey Department of Transportation has contracted
Richard Grubb & Associates, cultural resource consultants, for an archaeological
data recovery project at the corner of Park Avenue and Route 22 in Scotch Plains.
This project is in advance of construction associated with the Park Avenue and
U.S. Route 22 intersection improvement project. The site is known as the Stites
Farmstead and Prehistoric site. Over the next several weeks they hope to find
many artifacts. Already found are arrowheads, a well and pottery from the
Native-American Prehistoric site and the 18-19th century Farmstead associated
with the Stites family. See goleader.com/photos.

Fanwood Council Prepares
‘Emergency Appropriations’

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — As Mayor Colleen
and the Borough Council have been
unable to arrive at a budget, the gov-
erning body made plans Tuesday night
at its monthly agenda meeting for a
series of resolutions authorizing “tem-
porary emergency appropriations” to
keep the borough operating.

Given the resignation two weeks
ago of state Department of Commu-
nity Affairs (DCA) Commissioner Jo-
seph Doria upon being investigated
by the FBI, Mayor Mahr said, “A
decision on [Fanwood’s application
for] extraordinary municipal aid has
been put off, that’s what my under-

standing is.”
Fanwood hopes to receive, as it has

for the past few years, extraordinary
aid to help reduce the municipal prop-
erty tax levy. But without action from
the DCA on aid applications,
Fanwood is waiting on adopting a
budget.

“It’s terrible,” said Mayor Colleen
Mahr, later adding that “we should
have heard by now [on extraordinary
aid]” but Commissioner Doria’s res-
ignation “threw us into a state of
flux.”

The council plans to approve the
emergency appropriations resolution
at next Tuesday night’s regular meet-
ing, allowing the borough to pay its

bills and cover regular operating ex-
penses.

Also at the meeting Tuesday, the
council decided to let a 90-day “no
parking mandate” on Birchwood Ter-
race expire on Saturay, August 15.

A no parking resolution was
adopted and signs were posted last
spring in response to complaints about
the number of high school students
parking their cars along the residen-
tial road.

Mayor Mahr emphasized that the
“expiration doesn’t mean we’re not
watching what’s going on [at
Birchwood Terrace],” and she noted
that the resolution can be “re-enacted
for another 90 days when we need it.”

“It’s cyclical,” said Borough Attor-
ney Dennis Estis, pointing to the fact
that most high school seniors get their
driving licenses in the weeks leading
up to spring.

Councilman Anthony Parenti sug-
gested that the borough “let residents
know what we’re doing.”

Mayor Mahr said the police de-
partment will notify Birchwood Ter-
race residents.

Mr. Estis also said the borough
should make sure that the no parking
signs are removed as soon as the
resolution expires.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Joseph Pryor reported that the
Helen Street reconstruction project,
which began on July 24, will be com-
pleted in approximately six more
weeks.

“So far, so good,” Mr. Pryor said of
the project. He said a retaining wall
on Helen Street near King Street has
been replaced and the contractor is
now working on a storm sewer and
curbing.

Mr. Pryor also said the contractor
retained to clean up the former
Livingston-Wilbor property on South
Avenue and prepare it for eventual
redevelopment has not yet begun
work.

“We don’t have a schedule from the
contractor yet,” said Mr. Pryor, add-
ing that a “soil conservation certifi-
cate and building permit are required
before [the contractor] can even get
on the site,” which was formerly home
to a light-industrial business and is
currently owned by the borough.

Also at the meeting, Mayor Mahr
directed Councilman Parenti, who is
the council’s health and senior citi-
zens liaison, to check with the county
regarding Swine Flu vaccinations.

The mayor said local boards of
health will administer vaccination
programs and she wants to make sure
they are “prepared.” Fanwood is part
of the regional health board based in
Westfield.

Scotch Plains Management Corp.
To Decide on Manager in September

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC)
directors hope to complete the inter-
viewing of candidates in the next few
weeks. They intend to select the man-
ager for the SPMC shortly after La-
bor Day.

Board chairman Jim Watson told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that a four-member committee is cur-
rently screening the candidates be-
fore the finalists meet with the full
board prior to a final choice being
made. He said it’s likely the manager,
who will start out as a part-time em-
ployee, will be housed in office space
at Executive Suites on Front Street.

At its regular monthly meeting last
Wednesday night at Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park, the board also approved
expenditures for a new banner project
that, it is hoped, will allow the SPMC
to develop several new promotional
banners, beyond the blue ones that
were hung throughout the special
improvement district in the spring,
that can be rotated throughout the
year and according to season. Mr.
Watson said changing the utility pole-
hung banners will “allow us to get a

fresh look” throughout the year.
The SPMC is also finalizing plans

for a movie night to be held on Satur-
day evening, October. 3, on East Sec-
ond Street as part of the township’s
annual three day-long Scotch Plains
Weekend celebration. The event will
involve closing off a portion of the

street between Park Avenue and Terrill
Road and allowing merchants, espe-
cially from that neighborhood, to set
up tables to sell their products to
movie-goers while an as-yet undeter-
mined film is being shown.

The SPMC’s next board meeting is
Wednesday, September 16.

Downtown Business Program
To Debut On Scotch Plains TV

Christie Favors Charter
Schools, Lower Col. Tuitions

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A weekly
business news program, “This Week
In Scotch Plains,” is set to debut
next Monday on Scotch Plains Tele-
vision, and it is hoped that the new
program can help boost businesses
and other activities in town.

The 15-minute program, hosted
by Bill Mariani, director of Rossi
Funeral Home, will be “an
informative show about what’s
going on in Scotch Plains,” said
Steve Goldberg, a board member of
the Scotch Plains Management
Corp., the entity responsible for
managing the downtown and other
commercial areas and a backer of
the new program’s concept.

He told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the show’s
organizers envision a number of
features each week, including
interviews with members of the
business community, possibly some
high school sports reports, on-
location filmed segments such as
the Saturday farmers market and
information on other events in town.

There are also plans for what Mr.
Goldberg called “semi-reviews” of
local restaurants where “food

purveyors will come into the studio
with some of their foods to sample
on the air.” Local businesses will
also be encouraged to participate in
a “discounts and premiums”
promotion in which businesses will
offer discounts or special prices for
viewers who come to their store and
mention that they saw the offer on
the “This Week In Scotch Plains”
newscast. “This will encourage
people to watch the show and to
patronize our businesses,” Mr.
Goldberg said.

The program will debut on
Monday evening at 6:30 p.m., with
repeats at 12:30 p.m. and 7:30 a.m.,
with the three showings repeated
throughout the week until a new
program is aired each Monday. The
first show was taped last Wednesday
at SPTV’s studios in the municipal
building, and Mr. Goldberg said the
aim is to tape as much as possible as
close to the air date in order to
“keep the material fresh.”

Speaking to The Times, Mayor
Nancy Malool called the new show
“a great avenue not only for our
businesses — new and existing —
to promote themselves, but also a
great opportunity to bring attention
to events going on in town.”

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Chris Christie,
Republican candidate for governor,
told a group of parents gathered in the
Westfield High School library last
Thursday that if elected, he would
work to keep New Jersey college stu-
dents in state by working to improve
funding that would lower tuitions. He
also said he would significantly in-
crease approvals of charter schools in
urban areas to bring education op-
tions to inner city kids.

Mr. Christie blamed Governor Jon
Corzine and past administrations for
cutting state funding to colleges by 2
percent. New Jersey has ranked 50th
in the nation the past two years in the
percentage of aid it gives to state
universities, he said. He said tuitions
went up 3 percent this year.

State colleges must be more com-
petitive in tuition costs, he said, not-
ing that the State University of New
York is less expensive to New Jersey
students than Rutgers University. Mr.
Christie plans to reinstate the Higher
Education Incentive Endowment Pro-
gram, a private, state matching fund-
ing program, to stabilize tuitions, of-
fer scholarships, recruit faculty and
increase capital projects such as new
classrooms and research facilities.

Last year, 35,000 students left New
Jersey to attend out-of-state colleges,
“the highest number of any state in
America,” he said. Mr. Christie said
most students who attend schools out
of state do not return to the Garden
State.

“That is an extraordinary brain drain
on New Jersey. To have those young
people leaving here is not only bad
for our economy, but it’s also bad for

New Jersey families,” Mr. Christie
said.

He said he would create a New
Jersey Partnership for Action to focus
on retraining unemployed workers to
place them in businesses looking for
a specific skill set. Two college presi-
dents would sit on the panel along
with business representatives.

Kim Guadagno, Mr. Christie’s run-
ning mate for lieutenant governor who
serves as Monmouth County sheriff,
said Governor Corzine put a 3 per-
cent cap on college tuition hikes for
this year.

“It’s a day late and a dollar short.
It’s clearly an election-year gimmick,”
she said. “There are so many loop-
holes in that 3 percent cap for higher
education that you could drive a bus
through it.”

For instance, she said Ramapo
College instituted a $1,000 tuition
hike for capital expenses outside of
the 3 percent cap that essentially drives
the average tuition rate hike up to 12
percent.

Mr. Christie said he would meet
with New Jersey college and univer-
sity presidents each semester to dis-
cuss issues such as research and job
initiatives. The candidate also wants
to re-establish a point person in the
governor’s office to deal directly with
college presidents. The executive di-
rector of the state’s Commission on
Higher Education would serve in that
capacity.

When asked by a mother of three
from Summit about the state’s new
education funding formula, Mr.
Christie called it “a small step in the
right direction.” He said, however,
that there are significant disparities

County Discusses Plainfield
EMS Woes, Capitol Spending

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – Residents asked the
Union County Freeholders Board last
Thursday to facilitate  the process of
getting area EMS units to assist
Plainfield because the surrounding
towns’ rescue squads are no longer
willing or able to provide mutual aid
since Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center closed last year.

Nancy Piwowar of Plainfield said
media reports have indicated that the
Fanwood Rescue Squad will not re-
spond to mutual aid calls that would
have the squad go west of Park Av-
enue and that Green Brook will not
come into Plainfield at all.

Ms. Piwowar said the Plainfield
squad responds to 6,000 EMS calls a
year, which breaks down to 500 calls
per month. She said the Watchung
squad, according to a report in the
Echoes-Sentinel, responded to 43
mutual aid calls this year, more than
all of last year, with most of the calls
to Plainfield.

The Watchung squad is looking for
a better agreement with the city, say-
ing Plainfield has not provided any
mutual aid to the Somerset County
town this year.

“If I get sick on my own property,
in my own house, I am not sure that a
rescue squad will be there, and I will
die in my house,” said Ms. Piwowar,
noting she lives on a street that is not
within an area covered by city’s EMS
dispatch. She said she is prepared to

drive to a neighboring community,
where she would be able to be treated
by a rescue squad. “We need help, we
need it now, we need it wherever we
can get it,” she said.

She said Muhlenberg had provided
EMS services to three counties and
13 municipalities. “It’s now gone,
and people are suffering. We’ve had
deaths. We have had births (in cars).”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
told Ms. Piwowar that he would have
County Manager George  Devanney
contact Plainfield officials to look
into the situation.

Deborah Dow of Plainfield said the
added miles have put a strain on res-
cue squads serving Plainfield in that
patients must now be taken to Robert
Wood Johnson, Overlook and Trinitas
hospitals, the latter of which handles
maternity cases.

“More than one baby has been born
on South Avenue. Three babies have
been born in the satellite emergency
room (at Muhlenberg) in the last
month, maybe because no one has
done any advertising in Spanish to let
people know that the hospital is
closed,” Ms. Dowd told the board.

Freeholder Rayland Van Blake, a
Plainfield resident, said the city only
has one ambulance at this time. “Ob-
viously that is not going to be sustain-
able,” he said.

“I don’t understand why there
hasn’t been more support from the
surrounding counties that have cer-
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