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POLICE BLOTTER

Ron Bansky
519 South Ave W.
Westfield

You deserve the best possible
life insurance coverage for
your family. Call me today.

908-301-0711

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate Life Insurance Company,  Northbrook, Illinois ©
2009 Allstate Insurance Company.

 

Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WE FOUND IT…The N.J. Department of Transportation has contracted Rich-
ard Grubb & Associates, cultural resource consultants, for an archaeological data
recovery project at the corner of Park Avenue and Route 22 in Scotch Plains. This
project is in advance of construction associated with the Park Avenue and U.S.
Route 22 intersection improvement project. The site is known as the Stites
Farmstead and Prehistoric site. Over the next several weeks, they hope to find
many artifacts. Already found are arrowheads, as well as pottery from the Native
American Prehistoric site and the 18-19th century Farmstead associated with the
Stites family. For more photos, see goleader.com/photos.

Westfield
Monday, July 27, the owner/opera-

tor of a business located on the 200
block of West North Avenue reported
the theft of approximately $650 in
cash. The missing money represents
sales totals from July 25.

Monday, July 27, Kiara Y. Shabazz,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
West North Avenue on a Hillside traffic
warrant for $81. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Monday, July 27, a resident of the
1200 block of Boulevard reported the
theft of a navigational system from his
unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in the driveway of his home.
The missing property is valued at $200.

Wednesday, July 29, two women
were arrested and charged with shop-
lifting items from a store in the 600
block of North Avenue. Danielle
Lodato, 44, of Kenilworth and Dana
Bamber, 43, of Roselle Park alleg-
edly shoplifted merchandise in the
amounts of $671.95 and $381.49, re-
spectively. After being transported to
Westfield police headquarters and
processed, each of the women was
released on her own recognizance
with a summons.

Thursday, July 30, Raymond Gigl,
3rd, 18, of Bridgewater was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop at
West North Avenue and Clark Street.
Gigl was released on his own recog-
nizance with summonses.

Thursday, July 30, Patricia
Henderson, 39, of Irvington was ar-
rested on an outstanding Newark traf-
fic warrant for $300 after a motor
vehicle stop on the 100 block of Elm
Street. She was processed by the
Westfield Police Department and re-
leased on her own recognizance by
the Newark Police Department with a
court date pending.

Thursday, July 30, Michael DeFazio,
24, of Westfield was arrested in the area
of Dorian Road and Westfield Avenue
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed, issued sum-
monses and released.

Thursday, July 30, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Silvia Saa, 27, of Piscataway was
arrested on the 600 block of West
South Avenue on an outstanding
Piscataway traffic warrant for $135.
Saa posted bail and was released.

Saturday, August 1, during a police
investigation of a report of a suspi-
cious person, Lamia Sharnell Varner,
22, of Hazel Crest, Ill. was arrested
on an outstanding Point Pleasant
Beach warrant for $250 at Birch Place
and Highland Avenue. Varner was
processed and released on her own
recognizance.

Sunday, August 2, Stanley Dort,
37, of Roselle was arrested on two
outstanding criminal warrants from
Roselle for $150 each after a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue near
Central Avenue. Dort was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 2, a telecommuni-
cations company employee reported
the theft of approximately $100 worth
of equipment from his truck, which
was located at East Broad Street and
Central Avenue.

Sunday, August 2, a resident of
Mohawk Trail reported the theft of
$100 from her unlocked motor ve-
hicle, which was parked in the drive-
way. The incident occurred between
the evening of July 31 and the morn-
ing hours of August 1.

Sunday, August 2, a 17-year-old
male from Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at Barchester
Way and Oaktree Pass. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Sunday, August 2, a resident of the
200 block of Baker Avenue reported
the theft of a Razor brand silver
scooter and a silver GT Pro series
bicycle. Both items were taken off the
front porch. The theft occurred be-
tween the morning hours of August 1

and the evening hours of August 2.
Monday, August 3, Qasim Allen,

18, of Roselle was arrested on an
outstanding Piscataway traffic war-
rant for $190 after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue near Central
Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 29, William J.

Wright, Jr., 53, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for an outstanding Union
County Sheriff’s Department warrant
after a motor vehicle stop in the 200
block of South Avenue. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department for fail-
ure to make bail.

Wednesday, July 29, sometime be-
tween 9 a.m. and 9:30 p.m. someone
broke the side window of a vehicle
parked in the 100 block of Midway
Avenue and removed a GPS system
and a Dell laptop.

Thursday, July 30, Carlos Triyillo,
38, of Basking Ridge, 38, was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant out
of West Orange after a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, July 30, Jamiallah L.
Young, 34, of Piscataway was ar-
rested for outstanding warrants out of
North Plainfield, Scotch Plains,
Springfield and Newark after a motor
vehicle stop on La Grande Avenue.
She was processed and turned over to
the North Plainfield Police Depart-
ment for failure to make bail.

Friday, July 31, Craig A. Eddy, 26,
of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Scotch Plains
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, July 31, sometime between
2 and 2:30 a.m. someone entered a
business on Martine Avenue by
smashing the glass front door of the
business and fled with approximately
$5,000 worth of cigarettes and cigars.
The incident is under investigation.

Saturday, August 1, David T. Huff,
52, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. He was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, August 1, Alkreem Tho-
mas, 19, of Newark was arrested for
numerous warrants out of Irvington,
Scotch Plains and Newark after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, July 27, a resident of

Martine Avenue reported that someone
damaged her mailbox valued at $75.

Tuesday, July 28, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone with-
drew $900 from her bank account
without her authorization.

Wednesday, July 29, a resident of
Sterling Place reported that someone
punctured the two rear tires of his
vehicle.

Thursday, July 30, a resident of
Short Hills Lane reported that some-
one entered his vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and removed
an undisclosed amount of cash and a
pair of sunglasses.

Friday, July 31, Cari Rappaport,
31, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with DWI after being in-
volved in a motor vehicle accident.
She was transported to headquarters
where she was processed and released.

Friday, July 31, Jeff Paul, 49, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with illegal possession of prescription
drugs after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Friday, July 31, Steven Hart, 39, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with burglary after an inves-
tigation. According to police, Hart
was found to be in possession of
stolen property at which time he was
transported to headquarters, where
he was processed and turned over to
the Union County jail after failing to
post bail, which was set at $50,000.

Friday, July 31, Neil Armstrong, 40,
of Piscataway was arrested and charged
for criminal trespassing after police
responded to a call of an individual in
a vacant house on Front Street at which
time they encountered Armstrong who
stated his friend used to live in the
house and he wanted to visit him. He
was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Saturday, August 1, a resident of
Ravenswood Lane reported that some-
one broke the window of her vehicle
while it was parked in her driveway and
removed several undisclosed items.

BROAD AND WALL...Jim Loughran, Horace Corbin and John Lepore of
Westfield take a pecuniary diversion last Thursday from their yearlong quest of
visiting the 20 oldest pubs in lower Manhattan by being on the New York Stock
Exchange floor at the closing bell. They followed it with a libation at the executive
club as guests of Thomas Sloan. The gentlemen are more than halfway through
their goal. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Loughran, Mr. Corbin and Mr. Lepore.

facility would offer sufficient park-
ing, which the current center has not
had.

“We anticipate that we will be ser-
vicing many more children and their
parents,” Mr. Romankow said. He
said his office has received a $500,000
grant from the state to be used to
renovate the new building.

Mr. Mirabella said the new center
would be one “we can be proud of.”

The board also announced that work
has begun on some $200,000 in im-
provements to the county’s dog park
at Echo Lake Park on the Westfield/
Mountainside border.

Several residents thanked the board
for working with them to develop a
less-expensive plan than the original
$600,000 proposal. The new plan,
according to a county spokesman,
includes new fencing, a covered area,
benches, a dumpster enclosure and
concrete flooring in sections on the
park. In addition, handicapped park-
ing and accessibility will be improved.
The improvements do not include a
water tap or lighting.

The board also adopted on second
reading a $43.4-million bond ordinance
for the county’s annual capital budget.
Mr. Devanney said projects funded in-
clude renovations to the county jail, fire
code-required improvements at the
county courthouse, and improvements
to the service yard at the Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Union, which he said is
in “extreme disrepair and [is] nearly a
fire hazard.” Also included is $4 million
for the county’s annual road resurfac-
ing program.

The county manager said the $43
million ordinance is $11 million less
than what was requested by depart-
ment heads.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Nicole Cole of Fanwood, a
Republican candidate for freeholder,
questioned why the county was spend-
ing $1.5 million to restore the
Masker’s Barn in the Deserted Vil-
lage of Feltville, an historic facility
that receives 30,000 visitors annu-
ally, instead of using the money to
keep the Oak Ridge Golf Course open,
which she said “probably has hun-
dreds of thousands of golfers”?

Anthony Sytko of Garwood, one of
Ms. Cole’s running mates, called the
expenditure “frivolous.” He said ex-
tensive improvements actually make
it a new structure rather than a resto-
ration project that the county has

he thought the only area in Westfield
that is labeled an RS-40 zone is the
Echo Lake Country Club. He said if
this was to ever be developed for
residential use, only single-family
homes could be built on the 40,000-
square-foot lots. He said there are no
plans for this type of development on
the club’s land.

Article 11 of the ordinance has “the
most extensive ordinance amend-
ments,” Mr. Drew told the board. It
removes the O-3 Office Research
District zone.

In the RS-40 zone, the minimum
lot width was changed from 150 feet
to 175 feet, while in the RS-12 zone,
the minimum side yard is 12 ½ feet,
where previously it was 15 feet.

In the RS-10, 8 and 6 zones a one-
car garage is required. In the RM-8
zone for single- and two-family
homes, a one-car garage is also re-
quired.

Garden apartments were amended
to have a height restriction of 35 feet
from 38 feet.

“We are taking it, and we are utiliz-
ing it, which we think makes a lot of
sense in terms of investment for the
future…an investment in terms of
whether it is for an infrastructure,
curriculum” or other programs, Mr.
Cryan said.

On college tuition, he said Gover-
nor Corzine has dedicated nearly $800
million for Tuition Aid Grant (TAG)
assistance for New Jersey’s low- and
middle-income students since 2006.

Mr. Cryan also said under Gover-
nor Corzine, the NJ STARS scholar-
ship program expanded from 930
participants in 2004 to nearly 6,400
this year, while Education Opportu-
nity Fund (EOF) Supplemental Grants
were increased by $600,000.
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Plan. Board

claimed it to be.
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski

responded later in the meeting that
the county would have lost a $426,000
New Jersey Historic Trust grant from
1995 if it did not move on the barn
restoration this year. The county is
funding $344,000 for the project
through its Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Trust Fund.

“The people who put properties on
the state and federal historic registers
agreed that there is value in preserv-
ing the Deserted Village,” Ms.
Kowalski said. She said the 1800s
mill town is a “great historic area.”

“We’re doing what we can. We are
not overspending,” she said.

On another matter, Cranford resi-
dent Jim Buettner questioned the $1
purchase of the Oakwood Park prop-
erty in New Providence by the county,
stating that it was really a $3.5-mil-
lion acquisition since this was the
amount of money the county will
spend to rehabilitate the property.

Mr. Devanney said the county looks
for land that connects to the county’s
parks system. He said New Provi-
dence has land along the Passaic River,
which connects to county land in
Berkeley Heights and Summit. The
county manager said riverfront prop-
erty was included along with
Oakwood Park in the acquisition.
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Brennan Accuses Mayor of
‘Campaigning’ in Letter

FW Aid Application
‘Put Off’ By State

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and the Borough Council
plan to take action next week on a series
of resolutions authorizing “temporary
emergency appropriations” to keep the
borough operating and paying its bills.

Given the recent resignation of state
Department of Community Affairs
(DCA) Commissioner Joseph Doria
upon an ongoing FBI investigation,
Mayor Mahr said, “A decision on
[Fanwood’s application for] extraor-
dinary municipal aid has been put off,
that’s what my understanding is.”

Without action from the DCA on
aid applications, Fanwood is waiting
on adopting a budget. “It’s terrible,”
said Mayor Mahr. “We should have
heard by now [on extraordinary aid]”
but Commissioner Doria’s resigna-
tion “threw us into a state of flux.”

ning for public office in town.”
When Mr. Brennan received his

letter, he said he “could not possibly
imagine how your (the mayor’s) tout-
ing of Sustainable Jersey [a program
that promotes environmentally con-
scious initiatives en route to a mu-
nicipality becoming “green”] has any-
thing to do with our tax bill. I can see
how it helps your campaign, but how
does it explain our tax bill?”

After talking about taxes, the letter
reads: “Before closing, I would like
to announce two new initiatives that
will enhance communication and fur-
ther our actions in protecting the en-
vironment.”

The mayor goes on to speak of
Westfield Instant Alert Plus – a ser-
vice that can inform residents, through
a multitude of communication meth-
ods, of emergencies – and Sustain-
able Jersey.

Mr. Brennan said the mayor, if he
wishes to tout his and the town’s role
in advancing an environmental pro-
gram, should spend his own cam-
paign dollars to do so.

“You’re going to raise a lot of
money,” he said of the mayor. “You
raised $80,000 four years ago to run
for what amounts to a volunteer posi-
tion; your campaign can certainly
afford to send out press releases,” Mr.
Brennan said.

Mr. Brennan also had suggestions
about how to populate the “Green
Team,” which reviews the town’s envi-
ronmental policies and makes recom-
mendations to the town council on new
environmental initiatives to explore.

First, he recommended Janice
Siegel, chairman of the Citizens Com-
mittee, to establish an environmental
commission and a Democratic candi-
date for the first ward, to serve; sec-

ondly, Mr. Brennan asked to be placed
on the team.

“I’d like to volunteer,” he said to
the mayor. “I think you know my
qualifications, and I ask that you ac-
cept my offer to serve.”

Following the meeting, Mayor
Skibitsky referred to Mr. Brennan’s
words and actions as “inappropriate
and unprecedented.”

“It’s not the role of the council
meeting,” the mayor said. “Imagine if
all eight or nine people [running for
municipal office in a given election
cycle] did this.”

The mayor would only categorize
Mr. Brennan’s remarks as “political
rhetoric” that takes place during the
“silly season” of election years.

“I’ve heard nothing but praise,” he
said about the tax letter, adding that
no one has called up confused due to
language in the piece. “People appre-
ciate the letter; they appreciate know-
ing when to pay their taxes by.”

He said that the letter marks “one
of the few opportunities” he has to
“address all citizens;” therefore, he
uses it to “promote new initiatives,”
such as Sustainable Jersey, which he
said he is “proud to do.”

Responding to requests about plac-
ing his opponent and fellow Demo-
crat Ms. Siegel on the Green Team,
the mayor said he, Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea and Town Planner Bill
Drew are meeting to discuss which
subgroups – PTO, faith-based groups,
board of adjustment, planning board,
tree preservation commission, etc. –
should be represented on the squad;
the town has 90 days from the
resolution’s adoption to field the team.
He would not comment on appoint-
ing specific individuals to the team at
this juncture.

Local Election Polls
Online at Goleader.com

AREA – The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times will be
conducting election polls online at
goleader.com for the public starting in
mid-August and continuing through Elec-
tion Day, Tuesday, November 3.

The polls and voter information will
focus on races for governor, Assembly
districts 21 and 22, Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, plus municipal con-
tests in Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Westfield,
Garwood and Mountainside.

Polls regarding issues important to the
citizens will also be conducted.

Candidates are invited to meet with the
editors of the newspaper for interviews,
which will be taped and videos will be
placed on the Internet at goleader.com.
Candidate information including photo-
graphs, biographies, e-mail and websites
will also be posted.

Some candidates have not yet provided
complete information. They are urged to
do so as soon as possible.

The Internet site also will include a search
feature for visitors to read past articles of the
candidates that were published in the news-
paper. Visitors to the site will be able to
provide comments to be posted on the re-
spective web pages about the candidates
and their positions on issues.

From time to time, the newspaper will
publish the results for the readers. Read-
ers are invited to submit their comments
and suggestions to editor@goleader.com.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Freeholders Discuss EMS,
Land Purchases and Dog Park


