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Since 1934Since 1934

Reserved Seating           Evenings at 8PM

Box Office:  908.232.1221  opens 1 week before show

“Little Mary Sunshine”
Book, Music & Lyrics by

Rick Besoyan

May 2, 8, 9, *15, 16, 29, 30 

All Tickets  $20 
* On Benefit Performance 

dates, WCP member 

tickets not honored

All dates & shows

subject to change

Imagine That !
A children’s concert

featuring award winning
Singer Songwriter Kenny Woods

Sat. June 13 - 2 shows
11AM & 1PM

All Tickets $10

Suitable for Pre-K to 8 years old
All children must be accompanied

by an adult

An affectionate send-up of Hollywood 

musicals from the 20’s and 30’s

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

The Grand Finale
Wind finalist - Christopher Pell   

String finalist - Matt Kimura   

Piano finalist -  Andrew Sun  

The panel of judges, the Maestro and YOU 

cast votes to select the Tri-State’s virtuosi of 

the future. 

Jeffery Briggs – Celebration

Beethoven – Symphony No. 7

Stars of  
Tomorrow
First Annual Concerto Competition
Saturday, May 2nd at 8pm, Union County PAC, Rahway NJ

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen Foundation

Funding has been made possible in part 
through a grant by the New Jersey State 
Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment 
for the Arts.

Thanks to:

THE PG FAMILY FOUNDATION

THE ASSOCIATED MUSIC 

TEACHERS LEAGUE, INC.

THE NJ MUSIC TEACHERS 

    ASSOCIATION

HELENE AND JERRY DRESKIN

the farmhouse store

Momma wants a new table…

Farmhouse tables from $499 - $1349 
For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Table – 8’ w/2" thick top,

4" turned legs and 24" company boards

WHS Graduate Mogielnicki
Makes Carnegie Hall Debut

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The long and wind-
ing road towards musical success in
opera may take singers a decade or
more to achieve. But it has not been that
long or winding for the very focused
Westfield native Celine Mogielnicki,
23, who will make her Carnegie Hall
debut in May at the Young Artists Con-
cert.

The musically dedicated young
woman will sing one of the three fe-
male roles in the world premiere of
Vayomer Shlomo by Judd Greenstein.
“Mine is the ‘Song of Solomon’ that
has an intimate, evocative melody,”
explained the soprano in a telephone
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“This piece, which is in English and
Hebrew, is fun and interesting, espe-
cially with its rhythmic shifts,” Ms.
Mogielnicki continued. Because this is
the world premiere of the musical piece,
she feels “a huge responsibility to
breathe life into something brand new.”

Westfield schools have been a part of
her musical history. She remembered
learning “the importance of music from
Mr. Freeman in middle school” and
said she found inspiration and encour-
agement in playing the harp and violin
in orchestral groups in Westfield High
School (WHS) under the baton of Ray
Wojcik and “enjoyed singing in Mr.
[Bill] Matthews’ chorus.”

With a musical background that was
primarily instrumental for many years,
Ms. Mogielnicki decided to make voice
her career focus while still in high
school. “My mother and I sat down
when I was a sophomore to discuss my
future plans, and I told her I thought I
really felt strongest as a singer.”

During that sophomore year, she
took Saturday music classes in
Princeton at the Westminster Conser-
vatory. After those classes were com-
pleted, she auditioned for and was
accepted into Manhattan School of
Music in New York, where, on Satur-
days again, she studied acting, voice
and music theory.

She did not participate in many of the
musicals while a student at WHS. “I
was pretty shy about my lack of danc-
ing skills, so, although I was in the
chorus of Pirates of Penzance, as a rule,
I didn’t audition for musicals or plays.”

She did, however, participate in pro-

ductions of Little Opera Company of
New Jersey, singing Papagena and Sec-
ond Lady in their productions of
Mozart’s “Magic Flute” and the
company’s production of “Cavalleria
Rusticana/I Pagliacci.” She had praise
for Valerie and Juan Pineda, Little
Opera Company’s directors. “Those
two really helped me learn the role of
opera in a community,” she said.

After completing her undergradu-
ate work at The Julliard School in New
York City, Ms. Mogielnicki enrolled
at Bard College Conservatory of Mu-
sic, a two-year Master of Music de-
gree program, of which she is com-
pleting her first year.

When asked about the unflattering
stereotype of opera singers who can-
not act, she laughed. “We call them
‘the park and bark singers,’” she
quipped. But because of the number of
acting classes and voice classes she
has attended during the last eight years,
she will not subscribe to that archaic
style of delivery.

“Opera has really evolved over the
last years to an art form that encom-
passes more than planting one’s feet
and singing,” she said. “There have
been great attempts to mesh acting
into the opera world.”

For further information about tick-
ets to the performances in Zankel Hall
at Carnegie Hall on Saturday, May 9,
at 7:30 p.m., or Sunday, May 10, at 3
p.m., call (212) 247-7809.

Celine Mogielnicki

Legends The Temptations Perform
In Rahway Without Losing a Step

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — When a band with 48
years of performing under its belt
continues to tour with almost a com-
pletely altered lineup, most people
would think such a group would fail
to even come close to its old glory.
But on April 23, Motown’s legendary
Temptations hit the Union County
Performing Arts Center and showed
that they only miss the mark by a
couple of hairs.

The Temptations came to Rahway
as part of the 50th anniversary of
Motown Records, along with open-
ing acts Goumba Johnny Sialiano, a
WTKU radio personality, and girl
group The Honey Cone featuring
Edna Wright.

Mr. Sialiano entertained the crowd
with standup heavily influenced by
the New York/New Jersey scene (with
topics like the Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade and the Jersey Turnpike). As for
The Honey Cone, malfunctioning mi-
crophones and Ms. Wright’s annoy-
ingly overjoyed ramblings only al-
lowed the group to perform four songs
in the space of half an hour, hamper-
ing the act.

After a brief intermission, The
Temptations hit the stage to thunder-
ous applause, as they launched into
their recent Grammy-winning cover
of “How Sweet It Is” (To Be Loved
By You), their trademark choreogra-
phy matching their voices every step
of the way.

The Temptations then performed a
long stretch of songs, not stopping
between them (a wise move, given
their huge tome of hits).

It was during this stretch that the
“newer” Temptations showed their
skills, as Ron Tyson perfectly imi-
tated the vocal stylings of original
Temptation Eddie Kendricks on “The
Way You Do The Things You Do” and
“Just My Imagination (Running Away
With Me)”.

Bruce Williamson also proved him-
self the equal of past Temptations, as
he handled the sweet, soulful songs
of David Ruffin (“Ain’t Too Proud to
Beg,” “I Wish It Would Rain”), and
Mr. Ruffin’s harder-edged, funkier

replacement, Dennis Edwards (“Ball
of Confusion,” “Can’t Get Next to
You,” “Papa was a Rolling Stone”).

“Papa” was the group’s only mis-
step, as they launched into the seven-
minute song sans its build-up intro
and performed it in two-and-a-half
minutes.

After this block of singles, the group
humorously paid tribute to lone origi-
nal member Otis Williams, as Mr.
Williams leaned over and said he was
tired. When asked why, he replied
that he would soon reach the 48-year
mark in his Temptations career, which
earned a standing ovation from the

crowd. Afterwards, Mr. Williams
added that he wasn’t tired and had
merely been “faking the funk.”

The Temptations then returned to
the music, performing an a cappella
number, during which they showed
some modern flair in asking the crowd
to wave their lighted cell phones in
lieu of the traditional lighters. Mr.
Williams then thanked the crowd for
“giving us so many hits that we can’t
possibly do them all in the time we
have. But we’re gonna try.”

With that, The Temptations
launched into more classics (“Get
Ready,” “Stay”) before taking time to
introduce the instrumentalists, which
included the nephew of original Temp-
tation Paul Williams on guitar.

The singers then introduced them-
selves, including members Joe
Herndon and Terry Wheats, before
Mr. Williams had some fun introduc-
ing Mr. Tyson. Mr. Williams said that
he had been singing with him for a
“long time” – holding on the word
“long” as he walked across the stage
and back. Mr. Tyson joked back, “I’m
only 37; you could’ve stopped 20 feet
ago!”

Mr. Herndon, the bass singer, then
got a solo spot on The Temptations’
traditional bass-singer song, “Old
Man River” (previously sung by origi-
nal Temptation Melvin Franklin). The
Temptations then launched into an-
other stretch of classics, such as
“You’re My Everything,” “Since I
Lost My Baby” and “The Girl’s All
Right With Me.”

Then, after thanking the audience
once again, The Temptations per-
formed their staple – the all-time clas-
sic “My Girl” – before ending with
the appropriately titled, “I Know (I’m
Losing You).”

The group then walked offstage
but quickly came back to sign auto-
graphs and shake hands with their
fans, who had their faith in The Temp-
tations reaffirmed this night.

HOW SWEET IT IS...The Tempta-
tions came to Rahway’s Union County
Performing Arts Center as part of the
50th anniversary of Motown Records.
The group sang covers and its classics.
Founding member Otis Williams, who
has performed with the group for 48
years, performed and enjoyed teasing
the newer, younger Temptations.

Experience the Whimsical Spirit
of

Victoria & Richard MacKenzie-Childs
at the

2009 TOUR OF NOTABLE HOMES

to benefit Westfield Symphony Orchestra

Victoria & Richard MacKenzie-Childs founders of the
original, the real MacKenzie-Childs,

will be here to promote their new works, as
Victoria & Richard Emprise.

Saturday, May 16th from 10am to 3pm

for this special Home Tour event at The Savannah in Westfield

For tickets and information call 908 232 9400

or go to www.westfieldsymphony.org

Home Tour Tickets & Events:

$25.00 in advance if purchased at outlets  •  $30.00 at the door


