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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

During the 1925 WHS baseball sea-
son, The Westfield Leader called 1b Ed
Smaidginnis, 2b Vern (Beans) Sortor,
3b Tony Bliss and ss Bill Jackson the
“million dollar infield.” Wow, that’s high
praise, considering what a million dol-
lars could’ve bought you back in ’25.

It’s also interesting because the
shortstop, Bill Jackson, was from
Scotch Plains.

Since Scotch Plains High School
(now the Park Intermediate School
building) did not open until 1926, the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood youth of
that period went to high school in
either Westfield or Plainfield, depend-
ing on where they lived. Jackson,
pitcher Jess Harvey and a slugging
outfielder named Hunter were all
“Scotch Plainsmen” in The Leader.

(Harvey still shares the WHS record
for runs in a game with five, and Hunter
– first name unknown, can anybody in
Scotch Plains help? – was the first
WHS player to hit two home runs in a
game, against Bayonne in 1924.)

After SPHS opened, it only had an
occasional game here and there with
WHS before 1960-61, when WHS
joined SP-F in the Watchung Confer-
ence. They soon became archrivals
and their games in almost every sport
became seasonal highlights. Still to-
day, almost 50 years later, there are
few, maybe no, rivalries as intense as
WHS vs. SP-F.

With too much time on my hands
one day, I got to thinking about school
sizes, and how much smaller both
WHS (1,317) and SP-F (1,096) are
than many of the schools they play.
Elizabeth (3,209), Old Bridge (2,294),
East Brunswick (2,217), Hunterdon
Central (2,147), Bridgewater-Raritan
(1,989), Union (1,914), Hillsborough
(1,715), Bayonne (1,625), J.P. Stevens
(1,598), Piscataway (1,564) are all
significantly bigger. Then I wondered:
What if WHS and SP-F were one
school, with only a slightly larger
enrollment (2,413), by a similar mar-
gin, than those schools that they are
currently smaller than?

As the names and possible lineups
swirled through my mind, three ques-
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tions popped up: 1) Would they ever
lose a game? 2) Would they win every
state championship in every sport? 3)
What the he** would the school be
called?

The mind boggles at the possibili-
ties (and since my mind is ancient,
most of the possibilities are for our
slightly elderly readers) …

Think back to the ’62 football game,
Gary Kehler’s second year as WHS
coach. Instead of playing to a 6-6 tie
(WHS went 7-1-1, SP-F 8-0-1), imag-
ine WHSers Marty Howarth, Dave
Morash, Bud Mueller, Kip Kindregan,
Earl Vigne and Buzz Hedden joined
by SP-Fers Tommy Rutishauser, Hay-
ward Gipson, Henry Reeder,
Marcellus Reed, Art Swarz, Mickey
Donovan and John Runnels.

The ’63 WHS backfield of Rudy
Brown, Jim O’Neil and Jay Isbrecht
combined with the SP-F combo of
Joey Kolesar and Percy Crisp? And
two really good QBs: Dwight Davies
and Jack Gerlovich.

As good as the ’64 WHS baseball
team was, what if you added cf Mike
Jackson or ss Terry Morton from SP-F?

The ’65 WHS basketball team was
good, but add Rick Felmeister, Ed

Kolakoski and big man Dave Shunk and
they’d have been close to untouchable.

OK, the ’67 WHS wrestling team
was unbeaten, but how much stronger
if you added SP-F’s Ralph
McGaeghin, Rudy Lanza and Rick
Todaro?

SP-F baseballers used to play on
the Westfield Post 3 team, including
guys like lefty Bob Krivacs, outfielder
Joe Scarpati in the late ’50s, and key
players Jeff Frey, Lee Fusselman and
Gerry Reilly on the ’70 team that lost
in the state final.

Imagine Bob Calhoun, Kenny
Washington and Walt Roberson join-
ing Glen Kehler and Jimmy Reid in
the same ’73 backfield? (Knowing
coach Kehler, Roberson would’ve
been an all-state middle guard!)

With Joe Mineo and Mark
DeStefanis added to the WHS wres-
tling lineup in ’76 with Jerry Gottlick,
Chuck Cosenza, Joe Birmingham and
Bill Hunziker, how sick would that
Murderers’ Row have been?

How about the ’77 baseball season,
adding Joe Della Badia, K.C.
Knobloch and Jim Piantkowski to an
SP-F lineup that featured pitchers
Eddie Reilly and Ed Ganczewski,
along with catcher Henry Janssen?

The 1999 SP-F swim team ended
WHS’s string of 42 straight county
championships, but lost in the state Pub-
lic A final to Shawnee. Think Seth
Burstein, Jay Pollack, Cliff Haldeman,
Matt Vidovich and Mike Smith might’ve
turned that meet into an easy win?

Just this current school year, put
Marcus Green at linebacker next to

T.J. Mruz, add Joey D’Annunzio on
soccer attack to the rugged WHS de-
fense and goalie Mike Lessner ... the
basketball team would have been 10
deep with solid players, and maybe
the ’09 WHS wrestling team would
have won sectionals if Tristan Bundy,
Mike Ridge, Mike Ferrara and Joe
Sebolao were added to coach Glen
Kurz’s already solid team?

And that’s just male sports; it’d be
the same thing in girls soccer, basket-
ball, swimming, etc.

Of course, while there are dozens,
maybe even hundreds, more examples,
this is never going to happen. But it
does show that, when it comes to
outstanding athletes, it’s a good thing
for the rest of the state that WHS and
SP-F are rivals and not one school.
Because Scotch-Westwood or
Fanfield-Plains High School would
be tough to beat.

BASEBALL UPDATE
It looks like it’ll be an interesting

spring. Following back-to-back no-
hitters against Shabazz and Union,
the Brew Crew laid an egg on Satur-
day against a pretty decent Linden
team, falling 6-4 after scoring four in
the bottom of the seventh.

The three no-hitters so far are the
most in a single season in the 100-plus
years of baseball at WHS. In fact, there
have only been 20 no-hitters thrown by
WHS, with two each in 1955 (both by
Bob List), 1991 (Jim Charlesworth
and John Rassa) and 2007 (five pitch-
ers vs. Shabazz and Evan Shapiro’s
perfect game vs. Summit).

(FYI, there have been seven no-
hitters thrown against WHS, with two
of the more famous ones being by
former NBA superstar Rick Barry of
Roselle Park in 1960 and current Bos-
ton College football coach Frank
Spaziani of A.L. Johnson in 1964.)

TENNIS UPDATE
A nice job by the tennis team last

week. Starting with a 4-1 win over
Delbarton, the team that ended their
61-match win streak in last year’s
ToC final, continuing with the fifth
straight Union County Tournament
title (and 29th overall), and finishing
up with a fourth straight victory at the
Westfield Invitational.

Seniors Dean Thompson (second
singles) and James Chu (second
doubles) each won his fourth UCT
title; Thompson with two singles and
two doubles, Chu with one singles
and three doubles. Junior Justin Snyder
(third singles) captured his third UCT
crown (one singles, two doubles).

This weekend the netsters will be
seeking their third straight title at the
stacked Newark Academy Invita-
tional. WHS beat Moorestown and
Cherry Hill East in the last two finals,
both by 3-2 scores.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
A reported crowd of over 13,350

showed up at Lafayette’s Fisher Field
Sunday afternoon to watch
Phillipsburg “beat” Easton 27-12 in
the first Gatorade Replay Game. De-
spite the heat – it was over 100 de-
grees on the turf field – the teams of
30-somethings earned $1,000 a man
to “replay” their 7-7 tie back in 1993.
The fans started arriving at 8:45 a.m.
for the 3 p.m. game.

Honorary coaches Eli (P’burg) and
Peyton (Easton) Manning were quite
impressed with the players, fans and
atmosphere. “What an unbelievable
crowd,” Peyton told the Easton Ex-
press Times. “You can tell how impor-
tant football is around here. These are
the kind of towns you want to play in.”

P’burg halfback Joe Luke put the
day in perspective when he said:

“It was great to have the Mannings
here, but we’d do this for free in the
back parking lot. The opportunity to
beat Easton is what it’s all about.”

GOLF UPDATE
Mike Fietkiewicz fired an 81 to

help the WHS golf team capture its
second straight Watchung Conference
championship last week. It was the
Devils’ 29th ‘Chung title overall, and
seventh this decade. Next up: the
county meet on May 7 at Echo Lake,
two days after taking on SP-F at
Shackamaxon.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Jason Anderson (WHS, ’06) is hav-

ing another big year as the designated
hitter at Franklin and Marshall. The
junior tri-captain is hitting .355 with a
team-best 35 RBI through Sunday for
the Dips (21-13-1). He hit .376 with a
team-high 33 RBI last year.

IN PASSING
A couple of recent e-mails brought

news of the passing of two of my
Class of ’63 mates, both with ties to
WHS sports. First it was Tom Ricker,
the father of bowlers Bruce and Dave
Ricker. Then it was Steve Booth, cap-
tain of the ’63 WHS tennis team that
went 16-2. Booth and Page Stephens
won the ’63 county doubles title.

WHS followers also lost Mrs. Alice
Morash, the mother of Dick, Dave,
Doug and Dan.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, and now
open seven days a week) is Chris
Jenkins. The senior right-hander
tossed the 20th no-hitter in school
history, and his second this spring, in
a 1-0 win over Union. He walked none
and struck out 10.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

WESTFIELD MOMS GET
YOU IN TOP SHAPE WITH

BootCampWF
Next Session Starts Wednesday,

May 6th

BootCampWF is the premiere,
healthy-living outdoor fitness train-
ing program right here in Westfield!
Regardless of age, size, gender or
fitness level, if you’re in or around
Westfield and looking to get in shape,
drop those pounds, build that muscle,
and have fun while doing it, it’s time
to enlist in BootCampWF! The next
session starts May 6, 2009.

BootCampWF is a specially de-
signed fitness program held for one-
hour 3 days a week for 6 weeks.
Certified Personal Trainers, Chris-
tine Taglieri and Kathy Robb, de-
velop and lead all workouts, which
are held MW&F mornings at 5:30
and 9:30 am, and MW&Th eve-
nings at 6:30 pm, rain or shine, in
Tamaques Park by the basketball
courts.

BootCampWF starts off with an
assessment of all recruits. On the first
(and last!) day we see how many sit-
ups and push-ups you can do in 60
seconds, and how long it takes for
you to walk/run a half mile. These
measurements allow participants and
instructors to measure progress over
the course of the session.

To enlist in BootCampWF or for
more information, please visit our
web site at BootCampWF.com.

Paid Bulletin Board

“The only local camp

not held in a park”

JULY 6-10

JULY 27-31

2009 Raider Soccer Camp at

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

CAMP FEATURES:

Goal Keeper Training
Novice to Advanced

Ability Grouping

Indoor Facilities Available
Lunches & Drinks Available to Purchase

Safe & Secure Environment

HOURS:
Grades 1-4:  9:00am-12:00pm
Grades 5-11: 9:00am-3:00pm

(grade going into in September)

DIRECTORS:
Tom Breznitsky: Head Boys’ Soccer Coach

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Eric Ruano: Argentine Soccer Academy

Ryan Breznitsky, Former Rutgers Men’s
Soccer Captain

TO CONTACT CAMP:

Please call: (908) 322-6102

Email: Raidercamp@comcast.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

REGISTER EARLY!  ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED!

***ECONOMIC ROLLBACK PRICES ***

REFLECT FEES FROM 2006

FEES: Grades 1-4: $125/session; $230/both sessions
Grades 5-11: $175/session; $330/both sessions

Ridge said.
The Raiders ignited a three-run rally

in the top of the third inning.
D’Annunzio beat out the throw to
first and swiped second. Bonadies
and Maroney drew walks to load ‘em
up for Maxwell, who thumped a three-
run triple to deep center field.

“When I get up to the plate I look
for a specific spot, looking for a
fastball. When I saw it put right down
into my spot, got a good piece of the
barrel on it and carried it out pretty
well,” Maxwell said.

The Raiders plated two runs on
three hits in the fifth. Bonadies
crunched a fastball for a solo home
run over the center field fence,
Binkiewicz worked a walk, robbed
second and Maxwell sliced a single
to center. Rivera stepped up and
looped an RBI single into right.

The Raiders made it 6-0 in the
sixth. Mazzella and D’Annunzio
walked and Bonadies grounded to
right field to bring Mazzella to third.
Maroney then followed with an RBI
single. Two Raiders scuffed home in

the seventh when Shevlin crossed on
a bases loaded walk and Bonadies
tapped an RBI single.

Farmer Motacki whacked his two-
run homer over the right field fence in
the bottom of the seventh.

“I had to keep them guessing with
the change-up and the breaking ball.
My stuff was on today. Lately, I have
been good with my control. Every-
thing has been working for me, so
that’s definitely helping me with strik-
ing out batters,” Binkiewicz said.

“It was a total team effort today.
Offensively, we can hit, one through
nine and that’s one of the strengths
we have. Anyone of our guys can take
over a game and all of them have the
potential to hit the ball far, hit the ball
for average and the biggest thing is
our team speed. We had a couple of
big infield singles that kept things
alive, along with stealing bases and
running the bases well, and that causes
a lot of problems for other teams,”
coach Baylock concluded.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 003 021 2 8
Union 000 000 2 2

SPF Raiders Erupt to Topple
Union Baseball Farmers, 8-2
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Rarely does the opportunity to own a piece of Westfield history come along, this is such a time. Retaining it’s original architectural flavor, this circa 1800s  

Colonial paints a vibrant portrait of  early American life while offering modern conveniences.  Hand-hewn beams, wood floors, embellished moldings, two 

fireplaces and abundant natural woodwork instill the interior with warmth. The living room, formal dining room and breakfast room illustrate the heritage 

of this home while the spacious family room and updated kitchen are in keeping with today’s amenities. A guesthouse, a historically designated well house, 

almost an acre and a half of property and a notable location that appears on the Revolutionary Map that hung in Westfield’s Public Library imbues this es-

tate with a rich sense of history. Price Upon Request 

                        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

                            908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                                    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EARNING HIS THIRD VICTORY…Raider junior Gary Binkiewicz tossed a
four-hitter, recorded eight strikeouts and yielded only one walk in the 8-2 victory
over Union.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Blue Devils Capture
WCT Golf Crown

Junior Mike Fietkiewicz birdied
the par-five 10th hole and the par-
three 11th to win the Watchung Con-
ference Tournament (WCT) indi-
vidual title and to lead the Westfield
High School golf team to it’s second
straight WCT team championship at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
in Scotch Plains on April 23.

The Blue Devils had a total of 336,
while Scotch Plains-Fanwood fin-
ished second at 357 and Union fin-
ished third at 412. Fietkiewicz turned
in an 81, followed by teammates Bran-
don Molson at 83 and Keving Russell
at 85. Raider John Foti placed fourth
with an 85, followed by Blue Devils
Ned Allen at 87 and Dave Pusar at 88,
Raider Colin Grimm at 89 and Blue
Devil Dave Athenson at 89.

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
• Top Lister Month of March
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathy in, and she’ll bring results!


