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THOMPSON, SNYDER, STAHL, BERNSTEIN, CHU, CHU WIN UCT CROWNS

Reich’s Three-Set Win Earns Blue Devils
Second Straight UCT Boys Tennis Sweep

GRANSTRAND SCORES ON ISABELLA’S WINNING RBI

Jenkins 0 Hits, 0 Walks Union
In 1-0 Westfield Shutout Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perfection was just a fly ball grab
away for senior Chris Jenkins, who
tossed a no-hit, no-walk shutout and
struck out 10 en route to a 1-0
Westfield High School victory over
the visiting Union Farmer baseball
team on April 24.

Jenkins retired the first 15 batters
he faced and maintained superb con-
trol throughout, using his blazing
fastball and a very effective slider
that baffled several Farmer batters.

“When it’s warm out here like this,
everything feels better. I felt that I
was zoned in, focused the entire game.
My teammates were keeping me in it.

(Catcher) AJ (Murray) was keeping
me in it,” Jenkins said. “For some
reason, my slider has gotten better
and better as the game goes on. I try
to throw it two different ways. I try to
throw a big breaker, especially like 0-
2 (count) strikeout situations and I
also have a get-ahead slider, which is
a little bit higher. When you have
your pitches working for you like
that, it’s fun.”

“He threw 71 pitches today. For a
power pitcher, that’s absolutely phe-
nomenal. To give Union credit, they
went up swinging. They didn’t take a
lot of pitches. He was in the strike
zone the whole day. I don’t know if he
went to three balls to any batter. That’s

probably the best control I’ve ever
seen out of him in one particular
game. He had a lot left. He could
smell it. He picked it up a little bit
more at the end. He’s fun to have on
the mound,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster said.

When Ryan Pascullo, who was also
the Farmers’ pitcher, led off the sixth
inning with a fly ball to leftfield that
was dropped, visions of a perfect
game were extinguished. Ironically,
when the next batter stepped to the
plate, Pascullo became the victim of

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil junior first singles player
Adam Reich made it quite interesting
for the Westfield High School boys
tennis team’s quest for its second
straight sweep of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) championships
at Donald Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on April 24.

In the end, after dropping the first
set of the championship match, 6-4,
to Jonathan Dayton’s Dan Carlin, and
with all of his teammates already in
with victories, Reich turned on the
burners to win the next two sets, 6-4
and 6-1, respectively, to earn the Blue
Devils their sweep with a clean 100
points. Dayton (D) placed second with
68 points and New Providence (NP)
took third with 52 points.

“I tried to dictate the play early but
Dan was tough, countered well and
took the first set. I knew that I had to
come out strong in the second set and

play more aggressively if I wanted to
push the match to the third. Coach
(George) Kapner and I developed
strategies as the match progressed.
For the most part I tried to keep the
ball deep and finish off points at the
net,” said Reich, who added, “I felt
less pressure to win for a Westfield
sweep than I did to represent my team
well. I just went out and played re-
lentlessly.”

Reich began his journey with re-
spective victories over Rahway’s (R)
Alex Nolan and Raider Dan Nizri to
reach the first singles semifinals where
he faced Plainfield’s (P) Emanuel
Jallim, who also gave him a wakeup
call by winning the first set 6-4. How-
ever, Reich regained his composure
and breezed through the next two
sets, 6-1, 6-1.

Blue Devil senior Dean Thomp-
son, winner of three UCT titles,
blanked Doug Nolan (R) and quelled
Johnson’s (J) Eric Ginocchio, 6-0, 6-
3, to reach the second singles semis
where he outmaneuvered Ray Le
(NP), 6-2, 6-0.

“I played well, pretty consistent.
His forehand was his strongest point.
He had a lot of winners off that side.
His backhand, he sliced a lot, so I was
able to come in and attack his back-
hand throughout the entire match.”

Looking ahead to the opportunity
to win his fourth UCT title, Thomp-
son said, “I’m excited. I have been
playing well all season, so it would be
awesome to win four-in-a-row. That
would be an achievement for me.”

As to the pressure of his team to
repeat a sweep, he said, “We take it
one match at a time but there is a lot
of pressure when we are all seeded
number 1. Hopefully, we all will come
through.”

In his championship match against
Mike Yang of Governor Livingston
(GL), Thompson made it look easy
with a pair of 6-1 set victories.

“He had a tough road to the finals.
He is a tough player. I just played a
little bit better today,” Thompson said.
“Four (titles) is quite an accomplish-

ment. Every year is a struggle but it’s
a great team environment. All the
guys are really close, so (when) you
do it together it’s awesome.”

Junior Justin Snyder recorded re-
spective shutout wins over Sahil Parek
of Roselle (Ro) and Alek Heucke of
Cranford (C) to reach the third singles
semis where he subdued Charlie
Sangree of Summit (S), 6-0, 6-1. In a
previous match with Dayton on April
17, he was not happy with his serve
but after his victory over Sangree, he

POOL MEMBERSHIP 
 

Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club is pleased to  
Announce a limited number of Pool memberships 

are available for the 2009 season 
 

 
 

Please contact Jerome Louie, General Manager 

908-233-1300 x220 

JeromeL@ShackamaxonCC.com 
 

Membership         Bar / Bat Mitzvahs          Weddings          Golf Outings 
 

1607 Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

www.ShackamaxonCC.com 

BINKIEWICZ SCATTERS 4 HITS; BONADIES HOMERS

SPF Raiders Erupt to Topple
Union Baseball Farmers, 8-2

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior right-hander Gary
Binkiewicz tossed a four-hitter, re-
corded eight strikeouts and yielded
only one walk to lead the 6-1 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball team to an 8-2 victory over a
good-hitting 4-3 Farmer team in
Union on April 23.

Binkiewicz (3-0) allowed only two
hits in the first six innings. The other
two hits were given up in the bottom
of the seventh when Pete McTernan
singled and John Motacki homered.
Union starting pitcher Tom Becht, in
five innings, yielded five runs, seven
hits, six walks and two hit batters,
while striking out six. Reliever
Michael Wolff ceded three runs on
four hits, walked four and struck out
one.

John Maxwell (2-for-3, 3-run triple)
and Nick Bonadies, with a solo home
run and RBI single, provided the of-
fensive clout. Joe D’Annunzio legged
out an infield single and swiped two
bags. Mike Ridge clubbed a double
and Marcus Rivera whacked an RBI
single. Kevin Maroney, Ricky Shevlin
and Louis Mazzella each contributed
a single.

“Binkiewicz! What else can you
say? He’s one of the best pitchers in

the county and when he is on the
mound, we feel very comfortable
throwing all his pitches for strikes.
Defensively, we played very well, very
clean and made all of the plays behind
Gary. We let our strength go, which is
our bat. We beat a very good pitcher
and we were ready for it,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock.

Defensively, the Raiders turned a
double play – third baseman
(Bonadies) to shortstop (Ridge) to

first (Maroney). Ridge also gunned
down two runners heading to first,
Rivera fired to first to catch a Farmer
in a rundown and Maroney also nailed
a Farmer heading to third.

“When Gary is on the mound, we
get a lot of ground balls rolling. He’s
a great pitcher, who gives us a chance
to shine out there. The defense is real
confident and he knows you have to
make a lot of plays for him out there,”
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Union County Boys Tennis
Westfield/Union Baseball

SPF/Union Baseball
Westfield/West Essex Lacrosse

Westfield/GL Girls Lax

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOUR-TIME UNION COUNTY CHAMP…Blue Devil Dean Thompson defeated Mike Yang of Governor Livingston, 6-
1, 6-1, at second singles to grab his fourth UCT crown. He won two doubles titles and two singles titles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE WINNING RUN…Blue Devil Rob Granstrand scores on Matt
Isabella’s single in the third inning. Westfield defeated Union, 1-0.

FC Premier Announces 2009-10 Tryout Schedule

FC Premier, one of the top premier soccer programs, provides premier players a unique

opportunity to train, play and develop in one of the top soccer environments in New Jersey.

Full support from one of the largest soccer club’s in NJ
Three training sessions per week with full time professional coach’s 
Located in Westfield with easy access to GSP and Rt. 22

U14 Girls - born on or between 8/1/95 & 7/31/96
5/9/09 9:00-11:00 Sid Fey Field
5/12/09 4:00-6:00 Sycamore Field

U12 Boys - born on or between 8/1/97 & 7/31/98
5/2/09 6:30-8:30 Sid Fey Field
5/5/09 4:00-6:00 Sycamore Field

U13 Boys - born on or between 8/1/96 & 7/31/97
5/12/09 7:30-9:30 Sid Fey Field
5/16/09 7:30-9:30 Sid Fey Field

U13 Girls - born on or between 8/1/96 & 7/31/97
5/2/09 4:00-6:00 Sid Fey Field
5/7/09 6:30-8:30 Houlihan

U14 Boys - born on or between 8/1/95 & 7/31/96
5/2/09 6:00-7:30 Soccer Centers
5/19/09 5:00-6:30 Sid Fey Field

• Players are encouraged to attend both tryout dates for their age group
• Attendance to at least one tryout is required

• No part of any travel uniform may be worn to a tryout

including Soccer Centers in Somerset and will have up to date information.

Registration, directions and notifications can be seen on

WWW.WESTFIELDNJSOCCER.COM

        Blue Devil
Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 2-9

June 23rd – June 26th, 2009

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil
Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 29th – July 2nd, 2009

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.org


